









»! RADIO 











SCREEN 























RIETY ‘ 





Published Weekly at 154 West 46th Street, New York, N. Y., by Variety, Inc 
Entered as second-class matter December 22, 1905, at the Post Office at New York, N. ¥. 














Annual subscription, $6 


. under the act of March 3, 


COPYRIGHT, 1937, BY VARIETY, INC. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED 


Single coples, 15 cents, 
1879. 








NEW YORK, WEDNESDAY, JULY 14, 1937 


72 PAGES 




















By CECELIA AGER 


The fan-dance and the strip-tease 
often lumped together in the 
category’ by people who, to 
shame, don’t think things out. 
when they are looking at these 
’ arts—which they contrive to do 
“with all their might and main while 
Fo the same time managing also to 
Mook askance—they get all balled up 
‘and see the strip-tease and the fan- 
@ance both as motivated by the same 
impulse and executed with the same 
@nd in view. This is very wrong. 
The strip-tease and the fan-dance 
have nothing in common; indeed, 
they are: diametrically opposed, as 
Miss Sally Rand, fan-dancer, is 


> 





Generously loath to point out, but | 


will, when cornered. 


Miss Rand, fan-dancer—also busi- 
mess woman, picture star, dramatic 
actress, lecturer and philosopher— 
has never seen the strip-tease, be- 


| @ause when she used to enliven our 


N. Y¥. town, one just didn’t go to 
; and then when the in- 
tsia made it the amusing 
P to see, Miss Rand was very 
_ busy fanning the road. But from 
what she’s heard about _ strip- 
Miss Rand in all modesty is 
; | to be a fan-dancer—an 
artiste who isn’t coy, an artiste who 
nothing to hide, and doesn’t hide 
it, an artiste who disdains that ‘now 
(Continued on page 15) 










Anticipating the Worst. 


Amelia Earhart Farewell 


Song Hits Tin Pan Alley 





Before even the search for Amelia 
Earhart and her navigator, Freder- 
ick Noonan, was intensified by the 
U.S. government last week. a pair 

_ of songwriters were around pub- 
lishers’ offices trying to place a song 
commemorating the event. Title 
which the 
Jack Meskill, gave the tune read, 
‘They Needed an Angel in Heaven 
So God Took the Queen of the Air.’ 

Pease and Meskill tried to get 
to Publisher to register the title 
or them with the Music Publishers 


otective ASsociation, but all ap- | 


Proached shi 


Th, ed away from the idea. 


ey thought that the haste exer- 


Cised by the writers in rushing the | 
ing to market was not on the side | 


of good taste, or judgment. 

When the great tenor died, Jack 
Mills published ‘They Needed An 
Angel in Heaven so God Took Caruso 
Away.’ This is a slight switch. 





Swinging the Mortgage 
Norfolk, Va., July 13. 
church is swinging its 
»%t away with swing music. St. 
eter’s Episcopal parish is blasting 


away at a debt of 
Weekly (Frida of long standing with 


tn, Kempsville. 

ee and leaders do chaperoning 
and young set having swell time 
nd local orch performing. 


A Norfolk 
det : 


team, Harry Pease and | 





| 


} 
} 


| shooter. 


Rand Fan-Dances to Brahms, 
Likes Babbitts, and Muses on B.0. 


4 





Had to Steam ’Em Out 


Minneapolis, July 13. 

Most local lower loop ‘shoot- 
ing galleries’ are now offering 
refrigeration along with two 
features and three or four 
shorts, all for a dime. During 
the extreme heat the past week 
many of these houses found it 
impossible to obtain any turn- 
overs at all, as most patrons 
parked themselves for the en- 
tire day and night, sleeping in 
cool comfort and getting away 
from the broiling sun. 

In desperation, one exhibitor 
turned off his cooling system in 
midday and mid-evening and 
succeeded in this way in driv- 
ing some of the chair-fillers out. 











BROADWAY DUE 
FOR BARRAGE 
OF BROGUE 


Although Lee Shubert has an- 
nounced sponsorship of a season of 
Abbey Theatre over here next fall, 
Eddie Dowling is figuring on import- 
ing an opposition troupe of irish 
players and is sailing today (14) 
with the idea of making such an 
arrangement, He will be joined on 
the other side by Boris Said, who is 
also sailing this week on another 
liner. 

Dowling and Said are teamed in 
the management of the St. James 
and 44th Street theatres, N. Y., and 
each has a 25% interest in ‘King 
Richard II.’ Partners have not been 
getting along any too well, accord- 

(Continued on page 71) 


OFFSET TO EXTRA 
COSTS FOR LABOR 








‘Unionization Campaigns for 
Many Industries Concen- 
trate on a Short Work 
Week — This Extra Lei- 
sure Should Be Reflected 
at the Film Boxoffices 


es ie 


ANTIDOTE 





By ROY GHWARTIER 

The great cokcentration for forces 
| seeking unionization of all classes of 
employees, coupled with the fact 
that some industries and businesses 
have retained the five-day week of 
the NRA which labor demands in 
negotiating contracts, should import- 
antly redound to the benefit of pic- 
tures. It should offset the increased 
operating costs of the industry that 
are being or will be caused by rec- 
ognition of unions. And it may even 
be a help. This assumption in pic- 
ture circles, including theatre opera- 
tors, is based on the theory that when 
people have more time for leisure 
they will have more time to spend in 
theatres, 

This was clearly demonstrated 
during the period when the NRA 
with its enforced five-day week were 
in effect. Because of the fact the 
Blue Eagle didn’t fly for very long 
and conditions arising out of a de- 
pression were changing, it was dif- 
ficult for theatre operators to esti- 
mate how much lower receipts 
would have been if a six-day week 
had prevailed as in years prior. 

At the moment, with the outlook 
good for a return to five days for a 
vast majority of persons, it was also 
impossible fo gauge what the added 
benefits to theatre box offices might 
eventually be. Added receipts may 
make up for added costs directly due 
to labor or they may not. That is 
something for the future, operators 
being able only to predict that ex- 
(Continued on page 71) 
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Geographical Span 


of U.S. Indicates 


Some Important Show Biz in the Stix 





Time Marches Back 





With the webs and many in- 
die stations. going back 300 
years for classic dramatizations 
that are giving Shakespeare the 
shakes in his tomb, WMCA, 
N. Y., figures it is topping its 
rivals by plotting a series of 
broadcasts using the works of 
the famed Greek dramatists of 
3,000 years back, 

Radio nowadays goes back- 
wards faster than forwards, 











RECORD CROPS 


POINT 10 BIG 
B.0. BIZ 


Kansas City, July 13. 

Show biz in this section, the self- 
labeled ‘breadbasket of the nation,’ 
can look forward to one of its best 
seasons in the past eight years. The 
reason: from hereabouts last week 
poured into Kansas City the most 
welcome caravans of prairie prod- 
uce—car after car or wheat. Cars 
received last week blasted the all- 
time volume record. Kansas crop 
alone is variously estimated from 
140,000,000 to 160,000,000 bushels and 
they’re bringing an average $1.20 per 
bushel. Which means that the per 
capita allotment of spendable coin 





for amusements has skyrocketed to a | 


high not seen here in some time. 


The first big swath into this 
pocket-scorching- tender will be 
taken by the numerous county fairs 
and fiestas that will soon be draw- 
ing what is expected. to be record 
turn-outs to county seats. There has 


been a steady revival of fairs during | 


(Continued on page 71) 





‘Vaude Revival’ a Dud S o Far; Clean 


Burlesk Needs More Showmanship «i's tis" ‘Suto 


By JOE SCHOENFELD 
The much heralded revival of 
vaudeville in the former New York 
burlesque houses exploded Monday 


| where does vaudeville come in? 

| And there isn’t an answer. Bur- 
lesque remains, only under the tag 
ot ‘Follies’ but sans strippers, bump- 


(12) with the detonation of a pea- | 


Temporarily, at least, it’s a 


; dud. 


y) dances at Baxter's | 


Probability remains that the bur- | 
lesque operators will soon switch to | 


a more variety-type of entertain- 
ment through sheer necessity, but 
the opening shows at the Republic, 
Gaiety and Eltinge, in Times Square, 
though varying in quality, practi- 


' cally shout the question: 


i 


Just where did burlesque go, and 





New Peeve 


} Drugstore from one 
| N. Y. de luxer is riled because 
the big theatre hasn’t had draw 
| pictures lately. 

‘They're ruining us with those 
|| bad pictures,’ is the lament. 


| 


across 











| ers, thigh-grinders and the obviously 


| playing never went out, 


dirty blackouts 
Vaudeville doesn’t come in, because 
the type of vaude these houses are 
Burlesque 
used specialty acts, even 
though they were stage waits be- 
tween strippers and blackouts. In 
Follies, they are stage waits between 


always 


| tableaux and blackouts, with plenty 
of both the former and the latter. 


Now, however, there’s no strip- 
ping; no body jiggling; no muscle 
work, Semi-nudity, yes, with the 
chorines stripping from the waist up 

(Continued on page 8) 


and double-talk. | 





What’s happened to show busi- 
ness? Where's it gone to? It’s not 
all on the screen and radio. 

The answers are apparent.from a 
transcontinental gaze into far-flung, 
but somewhat dimly recognizable 
corners of the country. Go down 
to the lonely prairie of Texas and 
you'll find. show business. Or gander 
the wide open spaces of Colorado 
and you'll find show business, Not 
to mention such cosmopolitan spots 
as St. Louis and Cleveland. Real 
shows being put on in all those 
places, with names and combos such 
as would command respect, to say 
' the least, in the top levels of Broad- 
| way in its heyday. 

The road is dead? Maybe. But 
the sticks have found their own an- 
swer—their own extravaganzgs. 

Just a peek at the names should tell 
the story. Dallas, Tex., with a midway 
which costs approximately $3,500,000. 
Rudy Vallee Borrah Minevitch, Ted 
Fio . Rito, Arthur Jarratt, Jack 
Arthur, Chester Hale chorines, Stan 
Kavanaugh, sets by Jo Mielziner, re- 
voiving stages, lavish costumes an 
eatery a-la-French Casino, seating 
2,400. Or Fort Worth, only 45 min- 
utes away and with a population of 
somewhat over 200,000. The names 
currently showing there include 
Paul Whiteman, Harriet MHoctor, 
Everett Marshall, John Murray An- 
derson, Clyde Hager, Moore and 
Revel, Charles King, Janet Read, 
Caligary Bros. Even a little spot 
|named Prairieville, in Texas, not 
even a dot on a map, with a popula- 

(Continued on page 71) 








Amateur Shew On 
Grind Basis Newest 
N. Y. Pic House Idea 


A New York indie picture theatre 
chain plans entering the amateur 
show field as an experimental side- 
|line. It’s considering the presenta- 
| tion of a continuous am and film 
| performance in a midtown theatre, 
| idea emanating from radio and the 
funit shows which are being toured. 
Prizes would be awarded and the 








amateurs to keep the performances 
going on a five or six-show schedule 
| daily. 

Drama schools would be invited to 
send students, with playlets to be 
tried as well as specialty turns. 


Anything’s Possible 
With Noel Coward 


Story around Broadway mentions 
a musical tragedy for the new seae 
son by and with Noel Coward. 


Irene Dunne and Lawrence Tibe 
bett are mentioned in the midsume 
mer bubble as members of the cast. 
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things, but it’s a cinch that a definite 
and clear status will be evolved as 
the result of conferences to be held 
here. 

J. Robert Rubin, David Bernstein 
and Isidor Frey are all here taking 
the baths and laying the groundwork. 


the Westminster Bank soft- 
pedal the film insolvency situ- 
ation locally. 

Theory is that the B of E 
feels drastic action might seri- 
ously affect Lloyd’s underwrit- 
ing. 





Rubin and Frey are Loew-Msetro’s 
top legalists. On the way over from 
America to join them are Joseph M, 
Schenck, Louis B. Mayer and others. 





Whether or not the Ostrers or, 
their representatives will join! 
them here is not known, but it is | 


thought likely, with the probability 
that a John Maxwell rep will also | 
be on hand. 





London, July 13. 

The Ostrers are adopting a hush- | 
hush policy as regards the future of | 
Gaumont-British. John Maxwell has | 
2 suit against the Ostrer brothers | 
due for hearing in November, with | 
that an important factor in the no- 
talk attitude. 

Understanding is that Maxwell's 
$3,000,000 investment in Gaumont- | 
British includes a five-year option 
on the Ostrers’ personal holdings, 
which is the only hold-up on any 
deal between the Ostrers and Metro- | 
20th. 

Indications are that the Americans 
are prepared now to submit alter- 
native propositions to clear up the 
situation. Either they will return | 
Maxwell's investment, providing he 
cancels his option; or they will per- 
mit Maxwell to buy the American | 
holdings. Latter deal was practically 
consummated when Sid Kent was 
here a few months ago, but faded 
over a difference of $750,000. 





Louis B. Mayer, Joseph M. 
Schenck® Benny Thau, Howard | 
Strickling, et al, sail for Europe 


(Continued on page 66) 


‘21’ Bunch Dickers 
Again for Vendome 
And Troc Takeover 


Charlie Berns (‘21’) left Monday | 
(12) for Hollywood to consummate | 
#2 deal for purchase by his syndicate 
of three Hollywood eateries, the 
Vendome and Trocadero, patronizei 
by the picture mob, and an un-| 
named downtown Los Angeles chop- 
house. | 

De! has been on and off for some 
tir €. If eventuating, Berns would 
make his home on the Coast, oper- 
ating the cafes, while his partner, 
Jack Kreindler of Jack and Char- . 
lie’s, would be in charge of 21 in 
New York. Emil (Emil's Chop 
House, N. Y.) is accompanying Berns | 
on the present western trip and | 
would be in charge of the L.A. chop 
house. 

If going through, Jack and Char- 
lie take over immediately. 


KOHNER AT COLUMBIA 
AFTER LOWS DRY SPELL 


Seltirweed. July 13. 

















After *5 months in a producer's 
berth at Metro without waking a 
picture, Paul Kohnér mov... éver to 


Columbia Thursdeyv (15). 

His ticket calls for three features 
@ year, the first to be with Francis 
Lederer. 





ARRIVALS 


Sol Shapire, Mlle. Matouschek, Mr. 
and Mrs: Cyril Baumann, Anna May 
Wong, Charles Farrell, Mary Lewis, 
Belle Baker, Mr. and Mrs. Walter 
Damrosch, Rosa Strader, Ralph 
Blum, Carmel Myer, William Goetz, 
Mr. and Mrs. Max Gordon, Peter 
Witt, Oliver Wakefield, Joe Jackson, 
Joe Shapiro, Music Hall Rockettes, 
William K. Howard, Anne Booth. 








ENGLISH BANK 
TRYING T0 
COLLECT 


London, July 13. 

Westminster Bank, which loaned 
large sums of money to finance film 
producers on guarantees of under- 
writers, will shortly issue writs in 
an endeavor to collect loans, 

Some of the underwriters are un- 
able to meet obligations and the 
bank is endeavoring to make a test 
case to determine responsibility. 

W. C. Crocker, who smashed the 
firebug conspiracy here on behalf of 
the insurance companies, has been 
investigating film loans aggregating 


. $12,000,000. Difficulty has been that 
| producers sent costs of production 


far exceeding their -estimates. 


KORDA SEEKS CAPITAL 
FOR UNITED ARTISTS 


London, July 13. 

Alexander Korda is having confer- 
ences with Lord Beaverbrook, N. L. 
Nathanson and Major Andrew Holt, 
also a director of the Daily Express. 

Idea behind the confabs is Korda’s 
desire to interest them in his option 
with Sam Goldwyn on United 
Artists. 











N. Y. to L. A. 


American Ballet (25), 
Walter Anderson, 
Ralph Blum. 

Bill Goetz. 

Monroe Greenthal. 
Harold Hackett. 
Charles A. Leonard. 
Abe Lyman. 

Carmel Myer. 

Sid Rechetnick. 
Raymond Scott Quintet. 
Harry Sosnik. 


L. A. to N. Y. 


Barney Balaban, 
Binnie Barnes. 
Sandy Barnett. 
Diana Bourbon, 
Danrgy Danker. 
Marlene Dietrich. 
Drew Eberson, 
Dave Garber. 
Harry M. Goetz, 
Mack Gordon. 
Stanton Griffis, 
Nelson Hesse, 
W. B. Lewis. 
Louis B, Mayer. 
Harold McCord. 
Louella Parsons. 














Charles Thomas, 
Deanna Durbin. 


Grace Moore and 


‘Standard Oil’s “ToS 
Film with H’woed Prod. 


Indianapolis, July 13. 

One hundred and forty cities and 
towns in Indiana will be visited be- 
fore Dec. 3 by representatives of the 
| Standard Oil Co. showing a_ 7,000 
foot film called ‘Stan,’ extolling the 
commercial romance of the company. 
The picture was directed by Mar- 
shall Neilan, and is feature-length, 
showing the events in the life of an 
agent of Standard Oil in a_ small 
midwest community caled ‘Prairie 
View.’ 

Pic was put on celluloid by RKO 
and the cast includes Robert Arm- 
strong, Andy Clyde, Peggy Shannon, 
Si Jinks, Mary Doran, George Be- 
ban, Jr., Hershall Ruth and Kermit 
Maynard, former Indiana University 
football player. 


Bischoff’s Trio Ready 


Hollywood, July 13. 

Three pictures go into production 
at Warners in August with Sam 
Bischoff producing. 

Pictures are ‘Hollywood Hotel,’ 
Busby Berkeley directing; ‘Swing 
Your Lady,’ directed by Ray En- 
right, and ‘Guid Is Where You Find 
It,’ Miehael Curtiz director. 








WITH POMMER, 
LAUGHTON 


John Maxwell has acquired a sub- | 
stantial financial interest in May- 
flower Pictures, originally formed by 
Erich Pommer and Charles Laughton 
as a ‘gamble.’ Director and actor 
were to have shared 
and profits, if any. 

Mayflower will make three pic- 
tures starring Laughton and directed 
by Pommer costing $500,000 each. 





*X’ at Starting Line 


Hollywood, July 13. 
Metro gives the go signal to 
‘Madame X’ next Thursday (15) with 
Sam Wood directing and James K. 
McGuinness producing. 
Cast is headed by Gladys George, 
Warren William and John Beal. 


signed for the world market. 


practical commercial unit, inasmuch 
as the star and director are gambling 
their services to share in the profits.’ 

First picture, based on Somerset 
Maugham’s ‘Vessel of Wrath,’ is go- 
mg into production in August. 





Baldwin’s Old English 


Hollywood, July 13. 
Earl Baldwin has returned to the 
Warner lot and started the scripting 
of an English play which David 
Lewis will produce. 
Baldwin retains title of executive 
but but confines himself to writing. 





mount will distribute the Maxwell- 
Pommer pictures. Par. h.o. execs 
say maybe; nothing set yet. 





Newsreelers Covering Strikes 
Without Too Much Annoyance 


Getting Hunk 








Despite the widespread controversy 
over Paramount's recent newsreel 
shots of the Chicago strike riots 
newsreel companies have so far met 
no additional difficulties in covering 
strikes. It had been predicted in 
some quarters that, as a result of the 
storm of criticism in Congress and 
the press against the Chicago police, 
newsreel cameramen would be 
barred from scenes of strike dis- 
orders. 


While no more outbreaks as serious 
as the Chicago one have occurred, 
newsreel execs say that police, 
strikers and National Guardsmen 
have in general imposed no further 
restrictions on the camera crews. In 
one case,’ where Ohio National 
Guardsmen ordered Universal crews 
from the strike area of Warren, an 





Chicago, July 13. 

Newsreel cameramen are most 
unpopular lads in Chicago these 
days. Chi cops peeved over 
Paramount's newsreel shots of 
the Memorial Day fatal clash. 
One daily (Chi Times) is in- 
clined to defend the cops and 
ride Par for not releasing it 
originally. 

One sign of the attitude by the 
police concerns traffic tickets. 
Newsreel companies here report 
an epidemic of traffic tix being 
handed newsreel boys, no par- 
ticular reel being singled out 
but all getting a share of so- 
called violation tags. 





MAXWELL PARD 


in the costs | 


Distribution will be by BIP, but de- | 


Maxwell said that ‘this is only a | 


Report from London is that Para- | 


LETTY LYNTON 
ACCOUNTING 
WINDUP 


—— 


Protracted litigation started in 
1932 by Margaret Ayer Barnes and 
Edward Sheldon against Metro and 
Loew's, Inc., charging defendants 
with plagiarizing their play, ‘Dis- 
honored Lady,’ passed into climax- 
ial stage this week as special mas- 
ter hearings neared a close. J. Rob- 
ert Rubin, general counsel, who is 
expected back from Europe July 21, 
probably will be the last person to 
| appear at these hearings before 
| briefs are submitted to Gordon 
Auchincloss, special master. 


After Barnes and Sheldon had 
won a victory in the U.S. circuit 
court of appeals and were successful 
in preventing Metro from carrying 
| the case to the U.S. supreme court, 
Auchincloss was appointed special 
master by Federal Judge John C. 
Knox, to ascertain the amount of 
profits due them from the defendants 
as a result of court ruling that ‘Letty 
Lynton’ was an infringement of the 








| stage play which Barnes and Shel- 
| don authored. 
Special master, together with 
| counsel on both sides, spent two 
weeks in the accounting department 
j}at Culver City a short time ago. 
Since that time, almost daily hear- 
| ings have been held in the office of 
| special master, 50 Broadway, N. Y. 
|These hearings will be virtually 
____ | finished by the close of this week, 
; lacking only Rubin's testimony. 
| Then briefs and findings will be sub- 
mitted to Auchincloss before the end 
of present month. It is expected 
| that the special master’s report will 
be filed late in August or early in 
September. 

O’Brien, Driscoll & Raftery are 
representing the plaintiffs. 





| SAILINGS 


Aug. 16 (Paris to New York) Dick 
Hery (Normandie) 

Aug. 4 (Paris to New York), Mr. 
and Mrs. Clifford C. Fischer, with 
inew French Casino Revue «Cham- 
plain). 

July 21 (New Yerk to London) 
Ralph Reader (Berengaria). 

July 17 (New York to Bermuda) 
|Helen Strauss (Monarch of Ber- 
| muda). 

July 17 (Los Angeles to Honolulu) 
Robert Z. Leonard (Malolo). 

July 17 (New York to Carlsbad) 
Joseph M. Schenck, Louis B. Mayer, 
Howard § Strickling, John Zanft, 














Benny Thau, Lovella Parsons, Dr. 
|Harry Martin, Lou Wertheimer 
' (Rex). 








appeal to Governor Davey brought the 
Anite Soles See is noetines | Tore cehare te seayie meaed 
men to take al e shots the 

pe | by another camera generally dis- 








Paul Raibourn, 
Rover. 

Joseph M. Schenck, 
Rudolf Seiber. 
Jack Smalley. 
Arthur Stebbins. 
Howard Strickling. 
Benny Thau. 

J. D. Trop. 

Milion Weiss. 

Lou Wertheimer, 
Frank Woodruff. 
John Zanft. 


VON’S STEN DICKER 


Hollywood, July 13. 
Dr. Eugen Frenke is talking a deal 
with Josef von Sternberg for the 
latter to direct a new Anna Sten pic- 
ture for Grand National. 
Script is now being prepared. 
a re : ; q ) ‘ 1s 





suades the rioters from actual vio- 
Even sang they're not running | Sade Neither strikers nor police 
into: further headaches in covering | vont a film of their action to bob up 
labor disturbances, newsreel crews | later in court as evidence. 
| point out that industrial warfare is | Beatings ceatarn-emeching _ 
}one of the meanest assignments in | ether trestle of ine fort on oe 
| the cameraman’s job. Best the crews | story to still cuaeueanman ar lie 
can hope to meet is an attitude of wt va : lab z b ttle E 
suspicion, it is claimed. Usually | POT;eTS Covering labor battles, Ex- 


| they’re greeted as open enemies and ee usually _Shows that after 
pocos, bode plas ws publication of pictures of serious 
j}are likely to be manhandled by both strike @isorders both - d 
‘sides when violence breaks out. In| ~, ‘ ; Saat 


| strikers make it tough for the news- 
papermen, particularly the photogs, 
who are more easily distinguished. 


| that regard, it’s explained that there’s 
j little difference in the attitude of 
;either side. No matter what the op- 
|} posing factions think of each other, 

jthey both usually look on camera- | 
| men as enemies. 





reel companies have at various times 
|}experienced considerable difficulty 
| in getting shots of plane wrecks after 
'a series of air disasters. 
| companies: have lately 
| generally 
if. ever. 


Cevering Up Each Other 
| Best protection the camera crews 
have in case of trouble is each other, 
it's explained. Knowledge that 


learned it 


In the last couple of years news- | 


Transport ' 


pays to cooperate, how- | 


| July 14 (New York to Paris) Mar- 
lene Diétrich and daughter Maria, 
‘Rudolf Seiber, Mr. and Mrs. Paul 

Klepper, Dick Henry, Clifford C. 
| Fischer, Jim Wittereid, Georgie Hale 
and 12 Hale Girls, Peggy Hopkins 
Joyce, Nate Spingold, Jack Benny, 
Mary Livingstone, John Royal, Joe 
Zimanich, Max Milder, Norman N. 
| Durant (Normandie). 
| July 14 (New York to London) 
Jack Whiting (Aquitania). 

July 14 (New York to Dublin) 
Eddie Dowling (Manhattan). 

July 10 (New York to Havana) 
Terry Ginsberg (Munargo) 

July 10 (New York to Hollywood) 
Abe Lyman (California). 

July 10 (San Francisco to Manila) 
Roy Scott (Pres. Taft). 

July 9 (New York to Paris) Jake 
Wilk. Max Reinhardt, Sam Eckman, 
Jr.. Douglas Fairbanks, Jr., Billy 
Benneit «Ile de France). 

July 8 «New York to London) Mr. 
and Mrs. A. L. Ashby ‘Hansa). 





T= 


ow 




















of s 
clud 
of 

Loe 


Cole 


Wil 








{ 








Wednesday, July 14, 1937 








oc 


r 


PICTURES 


VARIETY 3 











~ Pathe Film in Experimental Visio 





the credit frames which NBC use 


barid. 
ing this matter on a blackboard, 


for all credit frames. 


between RCA and RKO. 





First hookup between a broadcasting network and a film company 
is the one now involving NBC and Pathe News, 


Latter is making 
S in its television experiments. 


Rule of the Federal Communications Commission requires that the 
station call letters, kilocycle location and permission wording be 
televised in some form, even though announced along the sound 
NBC could get by this formality through the device of print- 


but it has elected to resort to film 


Pathe newsreel got the nod for this and any other film work re- 
quired because of the vestige of stock relationship which still exists 








Heaviest Summer 


Production 


Skeds at 20th, RKO, U and WB 





Hollywood, July 13. 

Busiest summer season in the stu- 
dio’s history gets under steam at 
20th-Fox with six pictures in work 
and seven skeded to go before the 
cameras within a month. 

‘Life Begins in College’ started 
yesterday (Mon.). Next Monday (19) 
gun will be given to ‘Mr. Moto’s 
Gamble,’ with Peter Lorre, directed 
by Norman Foster. Following week 
will see ‘The Great Diamond Rob- 
bery’ started. Then in order will 
come ‘Royal Bristol Hotel,’ ‘Jean,’ 
‘45 Fathers,’ with Jane Withers, and 
‘Little Princess,’ Shirley Temple 
starrer. 

Radio also moved into heavy sum- 
mer production with S. J. Briskin 
handing the signal to six new pix. 
They are: ‘Fight for Your Lady,’ 
produced by Al Lewis, directed by 
Ben Stoloff; ‘40 Naughty Girls,’ pro- 
duced by William Sistrom, directed 
by Edward Cline; ‘Saturday’s He- 
roes,’ Robert Sisk production with 
Edward Killy directing; ‘Don’t For- 
get to Remember,’ Al Lewis pro- 
ducing and Joseph Santley direct- 
ing, and ‘A Love Like That,’ Edward 
Kaufman at producing helm and Al 
Santell director. 

At Universal, Edmund Grainger is 
preparing four, with the first, ‘Daugh- 
ter of Rosie O’Grady,’ due for the 
go signal the end of this week. 
Others are ‘Prescription for Ro- 
mance,’ ‘Mightier Than the Sword’ 
and ‘The Shannons of Broadway.’ . 

Warners has 11 in work with the 
starting of ‘“Tovarich’ last week. 
Others are ‘The Great Garrick,’ 
‘Submarine D-1,’ ‘The Perfect Speci- 
men,’ ‘Expensive Husbands,’ ‘Ser- 
geant Murphy,’ ‘Two Platoons,’ ‘Miss- 
ing Witnesses,’ ‘Block’ that Kick,” 
‘Adventurous Blonde’ and ‘Varsity 
Show.’ The latter two are just about 
to cross the finish line. 


MAJOR READIES 
NEW PAR GROUP 


Hollywood, July 13. 

With two more films to deliver on 
this year’s current program to Para- 
mount, Major Pictures has started 
Plans for the second year’s output. 
Three-year deal calls for 24 pix at 
an approximate expenditure of $10,- 
000,000 annually. 

Two films to complete the cur- 
Tent list are ‘Love on Toast’ and an 
untitled Mae West starrer. 

First on the sked for the second 








‘ year is an untitled musical starring 


Bing Crosby and the second is ‘What 
o!”, starring Gary Cooper. 


Loew’s UA Deal 


.George J. Schaefer, v.p. in charge 
of sales of United Artists, has, con- 
tluded a deal with Loew’s to play all 
of the UA product in ail of the 
Sew theatres this coming season. 











, . 7 
Par’s ‘Wings’ in Color 
Los Angeles, July 13. 
Par’s ‘Men With Wings’ will ge! 
color bath on its $1,000,000 budget 
William LeBaron producing. 
Only other Par tinter is ‘Ebb Tide.’ 


7 





How Ya Doin’? 


Hollywood, July 13. 

Studio guillotiner making the 
round to prune the payroll 
strolled into story ed’s office, 
inquiring who can be spared. 
when told that the staff is way 
low as is, efficiency chap 
cracked: 

‘Someone’s got to go; I can’t 
find anyone else to kiss off the 
lot and all that’s left to cut is 
the boss’ salary.’ 














Kahane Leaving 
Col.; Mediator 





Hollywood, July 13. 

Ben B. Kahane, vice-president and 
executive at Columbia studio, steps 
out of the organization in August 
upon the expiration of his contract 
witr the company. 

Kahane probably will look for 
further studio affiliation as it is un- 
derstood the plan to have him fune- 
tion as an arbiter for producer rela- 
tions with the Screen Actors’ Guild 
has gone cold. The idea is said to 
have been kicked over for this spot 
by Harry M. Warner, who, since the 
St. Louis theatre litigation brought 
by the U. S. Government against 
Warners and other companies, is dis- 
inclined to go into any entente trade 
agreements or arbitration matters 
outside of the Hays organization 
dealings in N. Y. 

Warner is in favor of having each 
studio settle its own differences be- 
tween the various picture organiza- 
tion affiliates in the acting, directing, 
writing groups, and has even shown 
this indication in the labor end. At 
the time that producers agreed to 
recognize the Screen Actors’ Guild 
Warners was a bit reluctant about 
subscribing to the agreernent until 
it got to a point whereby the entire 
industry might have been involved 
in a walkout should Warners not 
sign. 


LELAND HAYWARD'S 
OWN H’WOOD AGENCY 


Leland Hayward, Inc., talent agen- 
cy, is opening its own office in Hol- 
lywood. Hayward himself is now 
on the Coast and expects to have 
the branch ready within a month. 
Understood he’ll put someone already 
in Hollywood in charge, leaving the 
New York office personnel as is. 

Denied at the New York end that 
the opening of the Coast office im- 
| plies any change in the agency’s 
tieup with the Myron Selznick talent 
office. Nevertheless, the understand- 
| ing in Hollywood is that the move 
‘| presages the severance of the Hay- 
| ward-Selznick working agreement. 
| Claimed in the east that Hayward 
| will continue to represent Selznick 











' elients in New York for radio and | 


Berth Folds Up 


SEES TELEVIS 
ONLY AS NOVELT 


And Then Tele Will Have 
to Come to the Motion 
Picture Industry for All 
Its Talents 











RESTRICTIONS NOW ON 


The picture 
part of television. 

If and when sight-and-sound broad- 
casting has developed to the point 
where programs are decently com- 





|few individual theatres might go 
| for the televized idea, but then only 
| as a novelty. 

| Haysians scoff atthe idea that the 
| Motion Picture Producers and Dis- 
tributors of America, Inc., had any 
thought of ttempting to take tele- 
vision und . its wing. Though the 
Hays office is in constant touch with 
television development, if only to 
protect picture interests, there is no 
evidence that the organization or the 
industry has any desire or is plan- 
ning to dabble in television. Right 
now, film companies are managing to 
keep busy looking after the picture 
business. 

While radio, in some circles, may 
be in a dither over the thought that 
the picture business might want to 
go into television field, film execu- 
tives believe the shoe should be 
on the other foot. That is, they 
think television will need to horn 
into the picture industry eventually 
for its requirements and if tele 
places commercial programs on an 
extensive scale. 

Players, writers, producers and 
directors are a few of necessaries 


Continued on page 15) 


REPORTS ANEW 
ANENT ‘TIME’ 
FEATURE PIX 


“March of Time’ is quietly prepar- 
ing production or giving serious con- 
sideration to putting out an addi- 
tional series of short features, ac- 
cording to persistent reports in the 


trade. ‘Time’ reel chiefs have been 
mulling the feature film possibilities 
for some time, only the failure to 
uncover a yarn that might be given 
‘March of Time’ treatment or novel 
slant holding back the actual start 
of filming. 


‘M. of T.’ officials disclaim that 
another short series will be made 
or that steps have been made in get- 
ting together production staffs for 
any additional pictures, either fea- 
ture or short. 


It was reported m several places 
this week that ‘M. of T.’ was setting 
| production and technical men pre- 
| paratory to additional film work. All 

signs point to feature picture activity 
| because of the condition of the short 
feature market currently and the 











subsequent difficulty in getting high | 
| prices, 
‘Time’ reel executives de- 


| When 
| cided on a story and other angles of 
| treatment for a feature-length 
vehicle it probably will be on a type 
of production altogether novel for 
the industry. It is this fact that is 


in favor of feature films since it 
might justify healthy percentages 
and real exhibitor demand. 








HOWARD'S QUICKIE VISIT 


William K. Howard is in from 


legit and that the new office is mere-| London to visit his ailing mother. 


ly to relieve the Selznick agency in 
'follywood of carrying too unwieldy 
a talent list 


Expects to return to England 
!where he is signed to direct for 
Alexander Korda (London Films) 


industry wants no 


parable with screen productions, a | 


understood to have swayed decision | 


IX BIZ CHILLY ON TELE 








Par Mulling Two Sites in Coast 


Studio Move: Plane Noises Peri 
Pico Spot; Sell Old Plant to RKO 


| 





The Kids Agree 


Minneapolis, July 13. 
President W. A. Steffes of 
Northwest Allied says he favors 
the proposals of Ed. Kuykendall 
that the entire product of all 
film companies be sold to all 
exhibitors on a fair percentage 
basis, instead of only a select 
few films. 
This probably marks the first 
time Steffes ever has agreed 
with Kuykendall on anything. 











Balaban-Griftis 
Also Talk Costs 


And Expansion 





Hollywood, July 13. 
Barney Balaban and Stanton Grif- 
fis conferred with Adolph Zukor, 
William Le Baron and other studio 
execs on forthcoming product and 
looked at pictures already completed. 
They also discussed means to keep 
production and general studio over- 
head costs down, feeling that cur- 

rent budgets are a bit unwieldly. 





Balaban stated that Paromunt cur- 
| rently is in good financial shape and 
that the company will, during the 
new season, go in for theatre expan- 
sion in fields and territories which 
warrant it. They do not want to go 
into any operation war in the con- 


struction or acquisition of theatres, 
he stated, but will go into situa- 
tions which would prove beneficial 
from biz standpoint. 





Barney Balaban and Stanton L. 
Griffis returned to New York Mon- 
day (12) and are expected to be 
present at a meeting of the board 
July 29. 


WANGER’S DUCE 
DEAL STILL ON 





Hollywood, July 13. 

Walter Wanger indicated strongly 
last week that his project to make 
| an elaborate production in Italy is 
‘more alive than ever,’ and that he 
is in communication with Italian 
sources assembling information on 
production accommodations, tech- 
nical crews, etc. 


Wanger said he believes his proj- 
ect is of great importance to the 
industry and feels that it will help 





| States. He plans to go abroad in 


| August. 





DIETZ’S SEQUEL 





He Has the Followup More Complete 


Than the Original 





Simon & Schuster have got How- 
ard Dietz, Metro publicity chief, to | | 
do a book, ‘How to Break Into the | 


| Movies.” Volume will 
| posium of how to break into 


counting, from publicity to props. 


Dietz has the sequel already writ- | 
ten, but hasn't got the first one more | 


than blue-printed. 
‘‘How to Get Out of the Movies.’ 


to cement friendly relations between | 
| film leaders of Italy and the United | 


+ me 


Hollywood, July 13. 

Paramount executive committee 
and board of directors at its next 
meeting will vote on the approval of 
a new site in the Hollywood area for 
the studio. Barney Balaban and 
Stanton Griffis, who returned to 
New York yesterday (Mon.) from a 
studio visit accompanied by Paul 
Raibourn, Paramount realty expert, 
will report on two sites which are 
available for studio setup, with the 
possibility that a 150-acre tract lo- 
cated at Pico and Westwood, within 
close proximity to the 20th Century- 
Fox studio, will be the one selected, 
providing tests for sounds and noises 
in that area prove okay from an in- 
terference standpoint. 

Other site, in case this one is out, 
would be on Robertson and National 
boulevard in the Baldwin Hills area, 
which is rather ruggéd one but free 
of noise interference by planes, 
which it is said, due to proximity of 
an air field, might stand in the way 
of the Pico site. There was one 

(Continued on page 68) 





Lunts Interested 
In WB 1-Pic Deal, 


With Reservations 


Hollywood, July 13. 

Deal is being talked between War- 
ners and Alfred Lunt and Lynn Fon- 
tanne for a picture to be made on 
the Burbank lot next summer, with 
the Lunts holding out for certain con- 
ditions. Playing duo insists on privi- 
lege of okaying the script and on 
completion of all production ‘plans 
before they come to Hollywood; also 
that they remain here no more than 
four weeks. 

The Lunts’ touring schedule for 
next season would wind up in Los 
Angeles if the deal is signed. 



































be a sym-| 
every 
phase of the biz, from acting to ac- 


Sequel is called | 
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Planning to Tilt Pix 


In Fall; Not Cutting This Summer 


Though plans are being laid on all 
sides and many other exhibitors are 
considering it, there will be no 
widespread move to lift admission 
prices at film theatres until this fall. 

Most leading exhibitors and ma- 
jor circuits count or going along 
much as is because of the product 
available at this season of the year 
and because admission tilting is un- 
tenable in the summer months. 
Tendency has been the other way, 
ie. to cut scales, in most cases 
during June, July and August, but 
this year prices are remaining 
about the same. 

Another factor is that the exhibs} 
will not be getting into the new 
1937-38 product at increased rentals 
until the last of August and early 
in September. With the arrival of 
higher rental pictures, both circuits 
and individual exhibitors realize 
the quality (with the start of a new 
season) will be considerably raised 
ever the present quota. 

General and perhaps comprehen- 
sive ducat tilt, with the major cir- 
cuits leading the way, probably will! 
start about the time theatres will be 
getting full benefit of any upswing 
in fall trade. They also will receive 
aid from an increased potential au- 
dience with the close of the vacation 
season. 


Wallace’s $306,000 
Suit Against TWA 
"Ip for Trial Again 








Hollywood, July 13. 

Damage suit for $300,000, which 
Richard Wallace, film director, has 
against Transcontinental Western 
Air, for injuries received in a plane 
crash last year, came up for re-trial 
today (Tuesday) in Federal Court, 
Los Angeles. Previous trial re- 


Admissions 





‘Time’ Plug for John D. 


New ‘March of Time’ features 
a celluloid chronicle of John D. 
Rockefeller, Jr.’s, philanthropies 
and show biz ventures, notably 


Luckies Not Kind to Them 


Hollywood, July 13. 
Warners has established a new 
policy barring commercial advertis- 
ing tieups involving its top-flight 
players. 
Exceptions are Kay Francis and 
Errol Flynn. 


U's New Finish 











Radio City, as part of Rocke- 
feller Center. Ever chary about 
publicizing the Rockefeller con- 
tributions to charity, etc., it’s 
the first time that the Rocke- 
feller angles in show biz have 
been so exploited. 

Rockefeller is in on RKO- 
Radio, which distributes ‘March 
of Time,’ but the film doesn’t 
mention this phase. “Time’ reel 
captions it, ‘Rockefeller’s Mil- 
lions.” 














sulted in a hung jury. 

Action grew out of the TWA 
transport crash in which Senator 
Bronson Cutting and several others 
lost their lives. Wallace was in- 
jured in the wreck. Cutting estate 
could not collect because the senator 
was riding on a pass. Transport 
company has settled the other 
claims. 

Understood defense claims will be 
that the accident was an ‘act of God.’ 
Wallace charges negligence and as- 
serts there was no two-way radio 
communication between the plane 
and the ground just before the 
crash, Judge James called the at- 
tention of the jury to thai testimony 
during the first trial of the suit. : 


PICKFORD YARNS ON 
REBOUND FOR SHIRLEY 


Hollywood, July 13. 

Two film stories, made as silents 
by Mary Pickford, are being dusted 
off for Shirley Temple at 20th-Fox. 
Yarns are ‘Rebecca of Sunnybrook 
Farm’ and ‘The Little Princess.’ 

Ben Markson, William Conselman 
and Julien Josephson are scripting 
to fit the moppet. 


Par’s $1,500,000 ‘Empire’ 


Hollywood, July 13. 

Paramount’s $1,500,000 production 
of ‘An Empire Is Born’ gets the go 
signal Thursday (15), Frank Lloyd 
producing and directing. Howard 
Estabrook is associate producer and 
did the screen play. 

Cast is headed by Joel McCrea, 
Frances Dee, Ralph Morgan, Lloyd 
Nolan, Spencer Charters, Porter 
Hall and Raymond Walburn. 

















Landau’s New Termer 


Hollywood, July 13. 
Leslie L. Landau had his contract 
renewed at 20th-Fox for another 
year as associate producer. 
Contract also was dished out to 
Edward Snyder, cameraman, for one 
year. 


MONO’S AIR PILOT PIC 


Hollywood, July 13. 

Jack Lambie, co-pilot with Dick 
Merrill on a recent round trip to the 
London coronation from New York, 
will get festure billing in Mono- 
gram’s ‘At'antic Flight.’ 

He started work in the film last 
week. William Nigh directs. 





Rockefeller, Sr., Natal 
Home as Show Biz Prop? 


Possibility is that the small frame 
house in which John D. Rockefeller, 
Sr., was born at Richford, N. Y., may 
be used in one of the films based on 
the multimillionaire’s life now being 
prepared on the Coast. 

Building is owned by Mrs. Sarah 
S. Dennen, of Sheepshead Bay, N. Y., 
who bought it several years ago. 
She had it dismantled and the parts 
numbered and cataloged. Intended 
reconstructing it as an exhibit at 
Coney Island, but was prevented at 
that time by a court order obtained 
by the Rockefellers. 


With the elder Rockefeller now 
dead, Mrs. Dennen hopes to have the 
restraining order set aside. Dis- 
mantled home and all its furnish- 
ings are still stored in a warehouse 
and Mrs. Dennen is dickering with 
film producers for the use of the 
house. Owner also offering it to the 
Rockefeller family with the idea of 
it being set up in Rockefeller Plaza 
as a memorial. 


Beetson Up As Liaison 


Hollywood, July 13. 

Producers’ end of negotiations in- 
volving the Screen Actors Guild and 
screen writer organizations will be 
placed in the hands of Frederick W. 
Beetson, executive secretary of the 
Association of Motion Picture Pro- 
ducers, provided Beetson can find 
sufficient time to do the job. 

Selection of Beetson has 
given the okay of SAG. 











been 





Wood Passes London 
Trip for ‘Mme. X’ Meg 
Hollywood, July 13. 
Sam Wood will direct ‘Madame X’ 
at Metro with Gladys George, War- 
ren William and John Beal as cast 
toppers. 
Assignment cancels Wood's trip to 


England to make a film for MG 
there this summer. 





Simone’s Cute Trick 


Simone Simon, who notified 20th- 
Fox she would arrive in New York 
Normandie when 


to greet her. She had cancelled sai!- 


production earlier on 


this picture. 





STICKUP LEADS SET 


Hollywood, July 13. 
With Claire Trevor 


at 20th-Fox. 


Samuel Goldwyn. 





Maureen's O’Connor’s Break 


Hollywood, July 13. 


Maureen O'Connor, 


ogram’s ‘Boy of the Streets.’ 





editors, 


Monday (12), was not aboard thé 
representatives 
from the home office met the boat 


ing at the last minute and now won't 
leave the other side for two weeks. 

Darryl Zanuck, deciding to start 
‘Love and 
Hisses,’ Winchell-Bernie starrer, had 
cabled her to prepare to return for 


and Cesar 
Romero in the leads, Sol M. Wurtzel 
has set July 26 as the starting date 
for ‘The Great Diamond Robbery’ 


Miss Trevor is nearing the close 
of her ‘Dead End’ engagement with 


13-year-old 
radio singer, has been signed for the 
lead opposite Jackie Cooper in Mon- 


Youngster was recently voted the 
‘baby star’ of the Los Angeles radio 


For ‘Road Back’; 


Placate Germany? 





(By Cable to Variety) 


London, July 13. 

J. Cheever Cowdin and Gus Schae- 
fer, Universal execs, are back here 
from Germany, where they inter- 
viewed Paul Goebels, head of the 
ministry of propaganda, on U.’s “The 
Road Back.’ Picture faced a ban in 
Germany because of its allegedly 


uncomplimentary picture of the 
post-war Reich. 
Goebels, however, agreed to li- ! 


cense ‘Road Back’ for screening in 





Par Wondering How Its Strike 
Riot Newsreel 


oo 





Easy on the Hoof 


Hollywood, July 13. 

Foot-weary workers at Metro, 
who cover miles in moving 
around the various lots, will 
get a much needed rest for 
their arches. Studio has in- 
stalled miniature electric trains, 
which will shuttle back and 
forth across the Culver City 
plant. 

Conveyance also will be used 
as sightseeing bus for visiting 
rubbernecks. 








|| U Denies Nazi Angle | 
| 





New York, July 13. | 
Editor, VARIETY: 

A recently published story to 
the effect that our company 
changed the ending of ‘The 
Roail Back’ for the purpose of 
‘Glorifving Hitler’ is a complete 
falseisoud from start to finish. 
Nothing but me'ice could have 
created it. I am in receipt of a 
cablegiam from J. Cheever 
Cowcin, chairman of our board 
of directors, who is now in 
Europe with our foreign sales 
manager, Gustav Schaefer, in 
which he says, ‘Neither Schaefer 
nor I ever met Dr. Goebbels in 
the first place and in the second 
place we have never discussed 
‘The Road Back’ with any offi- 
cial in Germany at any time. 
|} Both of us hope you will use 
this denial as emphatically as 
you can.’ 

The simple truth is that after 
showing the picture to the pub- 
lic we decided to add several 
romantic scenes. Those who 
have seen both versions say the 
new one is immeasurably 
better. Politics and fear had 
nothing whatever to do with it 
UNIVERSAL PICTURES CO., 

R. H, Cochrane, President, 














Germany on the condition that the 
ending was changed. Understood 
that Cowdin and Schaefer agreed to 
make the switch, 





Coast’s Version 
Hollywood, July 13. 

Cutting out the ending which 
showed various nations marshalling 
forces in anticipation of another war, 
Universal’s new fade to ‘The Road 
Back,’ is allegedly to stress the ro- 
mantic element. Charles R. Rogers 
said that the change was dictated 
purely from the entertainment stand- 
point and was not to be construed 
as an attempt to mollify any nation. 


NAT LEVINE’S 10 FOR 
M-G STARTING AUG. 2 


Hollywood, July 13. 
Nat Levine starts his Metro pro- 
ducing deal Aug. 2 with hk‘: own unit 
and production staff, working with 
E. J. Mannix. He will likely make 
10 pictures the first year of his term 








| perience, 








Mistress Goes Sponsor 
As Cook Goes Profesh 


Atlanta, July 13. 

Annie Belle Hunnicutt, dusky ama- 
teur who did okay on Major Bowes’ 
program when it was still a coffee 
hour, is Hollywood bound. She is 
being accompanied west by Mrs. Lil- 
lian Crawford, for whom she cooks, 
and who also took her to New York 





| when she appeared on the air. 


Annie Belle, after her mike ex- 
was hired by Lucas & 
Jenkins’ Fox theatre to appear in 
musical atmospheric prolog to ‘Green 
Pastures’ and went over big. 

Jovial colored gal has a _ three- 
month contract with a Hollywood 
nitery and is skedded to break the 
long jump between here and West 
Coast with radio and civic club 
bookings in New Orleans, Houston, 

etc, 





Selznick Tags Colman — 


Hollywood, July 13. 

Selznick International has placed 
Ronald Colman under a term con- 
tract following completion of “The 
Prisoner of Zenda.’ 

S.-I.’s list now includes, 
Colman Janet Gaynor, 
Lombard and Douglas Fairbanks, 
Jr., besides a number of featured 
character players. 





besides 
Carole 





MORE PAR-GOLDWYN TRUCE 


Seen in Dicker for W. C. Fields 
ae Loanout Deal 








Hollywood, July 13. 

Sam Goldwyn ‘s trying to borrow 
W. C. Fields from Par for the 
broken-down juggler who is reha- 
bilitated by the ‘WPA in ‘Sweet Land 
of Liberty,’ satire on Federal The- 
atre project, scripted by Joe Bige- 
low and George Bradshaw. 


Borrowing would indicate further 


rapprochement between Par and 
Goldwyn since the threatened 
$5,000,000 suit over Gary Cooper 


was squared by Goldwyn’s offering 
to loan Coopersto Par when wanted. 


Fields hasn't worked-in a Par pic 
| since his breakdown a year ago. His 
last loanout had him priced at $10,- 
000 weekly. Fields is especially 
wanted for the Goldwynner because 
he used to be a juggler. 





Haskell Terps Abroad 


Holiywood, July 13. 
Jack Haskell has settled his dance 
director contract at 20th-Fox and 
will go to England. 
It is understood he has a deal to 





cohtract. 

Levine’s contract was negotiated 
soon after he resigned as production 
chief at Republic. He recently re- 
turned from four months in Europe. 





Balanchine’s ‘Follies’ 


Hollywood, July 13. 

Samuel Goldwyn has handed over 
the entire dance direction job on 
‘The Goldwyn Follies’ to George 
Balanchine as result of Balanchine’s 
initial terp creations for the film. 
Director is planning to import 30 of 
his ballerinas from New York for 
the nucleus of a line for the ‘Follies.’ 

Vera Zorina, ex-Ballet Russe 
dancer and also of the Londen pro- 
duction of ‘On Your Toes,’ has ar- 
rived for a top terping chore in the 
picture. 








| direct dance sequences in a musical 
| production there. 


| 
NAYFACK’S SIT-IN 


Hollywood, July 13. 

Nick Nayfack, assistant to Louis 
B. Mayer at Metro, will function in 
Benny Thau’s spot during the lat- 
ter’s sojourn in London with the 
Mayer party. 

Thau will be gone about eight 
weeks. ‘ 








Powell With Annabella 


. Hollywood, July 13. 
William Powell has been borrowed 
from Metro by 20th-Fox for lead in 
‘Jean’ opposite Annabella, latter be- 
ing brought from England for part. 
It’s latter's first for 20th im U. S. 





a 
—=— 


Got Into Chicago 


A mystery which Paramount has 
on its hands is solving how news. 
reel pictures of the South Chica.:; 
Memorial Day clash between police 
and strikers, banned from ex‘):pj. 
tion by Chicago police, were obtained 
for showing at a hall in that city 
which was described as headquarters 
for the West Side Young Comr:yy. 
ists League. Paramount News is 
trying to find out how the pictures 
got into Chicago but doubted it wii 
ever trace the print that was shown 
and confiscated. 

Because of the ban in Chiecazo 
Par made no sales on the riot print 
to anyone there, including non-the- 
atrical accounts or for private show- 
ing. The ukase of police was ac- 
cepted by Par as not only including 
exhibition publicly or in any other 
way but sale as ‘well, with a sale 
undoubtedly making Par as liable as 
a theatre which would exhibit. 

Theory is that the strike print 
wh:.ch was confiscated by police and 
over which arrests were made, was 
bicycled from some nearby town or 


stolen. If actually bicycled, it may 
be that Par can trace the point from 
which it was ‘borrowed’, although 
with any account where it might be 
found missing, difficulty would be 
in proving it wasn't stolen rather 
than biked. 

Par has been careful to avoid 


trouble in connection with the riot 
films it got and is chary about 
commenting on them now that they 
have been released. This would 
(Continued on page 28) 





AP. Capitulates to 
Idea of Cooperating 
On a Film Production 


Selznick-Internationai completed 
negotiations Monday (12) with the 
Associated Press in New York for 
the filming of a full-length feature 
film depicting the history of the syn- 
dicate and the part it has played in 
the ‘development of the free Ameri- 
can press.’ Picture will be similar 
in treatment to ‘Lloyds of London’ 
and will be titled ‘Freedom of the 
Press,’ 

Despite the apparent coincidence 
of the completion of these negotia- 
tions with agitation on the part of 
publishers for a free press in its cone 
flict with the Newspaper Guild, there 
does not appear to be any tieup be- 
tween the two. Negotiations have 
been going on for more than four 
months and were only consummated 
this week. Previous efforts on the 
part of film companies to produce 
such a picture have been made for 
10 years but have all been turned 
down flatly as the AP has always 
been very tauchy about publicity of 
this type. One of the few stories 
giving an insight into its workings 
was the recent article in Fortune 
mag on the setup and personnel of 
the syndicate. 

Some 1,400 AP members will co- 
operate in furnishing data. News 
service is sending men to the studio 
to function as technical advisers. 





Hemingway Previews 
Spanish Pic to H’ wood 


Hollywood, July 13. 

Ernest Hemingway winged in 
from New York last Sunday (11) 
with a print of ‘Spanish Earth,’ film 
made behind the lines on the Span- 
ish war front. 

Privately bidden audience of 200 
viewed the picture at the Ambassa- 
dor hotel and a second group saw it 
at the home of Fredric March. Au- 
thor was accompanied by Mrs. Hem- 
ingway and Joris Ivens, Dutch direc- 
tor. 








Col. Renews Brahm 





Hollywood, July 13. 
Columbia has extended John 
Brahm’s directorial ticket to 40 


weeks. Option was plucked before 
Brahm. had completed his first pic- 
ture in this country, Columbias 
‘Counsel for Crime.’ 
Director was signed 
by Myron Selznick for one pic. 
got his stage training under 


in Engiand 
He 
Max 





Reinhardt. 
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PAR-PHILLY ‘WAR’ A TEST 


News Lensers the Fair-Haired Lads 


With Pic Mob; Fear Absent Trea 


+ 


Hollywood, July 13. 

Most feared and most toadied to, 
of all the army that lives on world 
appetite for news and features about 
Hollywood personalities are the 
freelance bulb pressers. These gen- 
try are here, there and everywhere 
that the stars can be found, they 
hover about the fave niteries, they 
go to all the big shindigs, sometimes 
with camera boxes slung on their 
backs, sometimes armed with a can- 
did camera that can become deadly. 

Woe betide the player so badly ad- 
vised as to high-hat the camera 
hounds, for their punishment is 
swift and there is no reprisal, They 
may see their unretouched faces |} 
staring from the pages of some fan- 
mag in a manner that not only does 
not Satter them but strikes terror to 
their souls. Or they may get a fast 
go-by, as the lensers are a clannish 
lot and to offend one is to bring 
down the wrath of -the others. 

You have to go far from Holly- 
wood to point out tke outstanding 
example of what a candid camera, 
or any camera for that matter, can 
do to the illusion of romantic 
glamour. This was true of the 
shots made of the Duke and Duchess 
of Windsor just after their marriage. 
Photos reproduced in roto pages 
throughout this country are said to 
have done more to destroy the il-| 
lusion of the ex-King’s glamour than | 
all the cracks taken at him by the | 
government-controlled press, etc. 

Mollifying the Miffed 

Story is told here that at the time 
of Jeanette MacDonald’s marriage to 
Gene Raymond recently some of the 
volunteer lensers were miffed be-| 
cause they failed to obtain the shots | 
they were after because of an over- | 
efficient secretary. When Miss Mac- | 
Donald finally heard of this, she | 
went to considerable pains to see | 
that all of the fotog folk were ap- | 
peased. | 

Reason why the stars, especially | 
the femmes, are so fearful of the | 
camera lens is because they are so | 
helpless to offset the damage it can | 
do. Nowadays no player makes a| 
date with a camera without preening 
herself to the fullest advantage and | 
dolling up as carefully as if she were 
going on the set. 

Not a few of the stars have 
been photographed so much that | 
they have learned how to beat the | 
Tacket. They usually give them- 

(Continued on page 71) 


LICHTMAN ON COAST 
WHILE MAYER ABROAD. 














Hollywood, July 13. 

Al Lichtman remains at the Cul- | 
_ver City studio during the absence | 
of Louis B. Mayer abroad and will | 
function as liaison exec between | 
Metro’s home lot and Nicholas M. | 
Schenck, Loew’s prez, in New York. | 
Mayer was overcome by standing | 
in the sunshine to deliver an ad-| 
dress of thanks to studio personnel, 
Who tendered him a farewell party, | 
ut he soon recovered. 


Soph’s Nitery Dates 
Before Next MG Pix. 


Hollywood, July 13. 
Without a current picture assign- | 
Ment at Metro, Sophie Tucker goes 
fast to fill nitery dates starting 
Aug. 2. 
., she goes into the Eastwood Gar- | 
dens, Detroit, and then to Cocoanut , 
Grove, Chicago. Two other dates | 
Will be played before she returns 
to the studio. | 














Jack Fier to Col. 


Hollywood, July 13. 
Jack Fier, production aid to Nat 
te vine at Mascot and Republic Pic- | 
res for past 10 years, has signed 

‘Ith. Columbia Pix as producer 
wider Irving Briskin. | 


| 
| 





ment 





*Twasn’t a Rib 





Hollywood, July 13. 

Large sign bearing the le- 
gend ‘United Artists Studios’ 
over the main gate at UA was 
removed one morning last 
week when Samuel Goldwyn 
arrived for work and in its 
place was a _ sign reading 
‘Colossal Studios.’ 

Goldwyn was plenty burned 
thinking someone had put over 
the gag at his expense until 
his confreres informed him the 
‘Colossal’ sign had been placed 
there for a scene in the Walter 
Wanger production ‘Stand-In.’ 











Stanley, 


Ohio Indies Urge 


Other Exchanges 
To Get Par's Biz 


Columbus, July 12, 

P. J. Wood, secretary of Independent 
Theatre Owners of Ohio, continued 
the indie exhibitors’ boycott cam- 
paign against Paramount this week 
with an open letter to 300 exchanges 
urging them to go out and get their 
share of the business which he claims 
will be turned from Par. 

Wood declared that hundreds of 
cancellations by theatres which will 
refuse to buy the Par product in 
August will leave open thousands of 
playing dates which must be filled 
by other distributing companies, 

The independent exhibitors are 
protesting Paramount’s alleged fail- 
ure to deliver certain pictures in the 
1936-37 season. 


HERBERT, JENKINS TEE 
OFF AS COMEDY TEAM 


Hollywood, July 13. 

Production started yesterday at 
Warners on ‘Sh! The Octopus!’, first 
of a new series of comedies co-fea- 
turing Hugh Herbert and Allan 
Jenkins, new comedy team. 

William McGann is directing the 
initialer under the renewed contract 
just handed -to him. Cast includes 
Marcia Ralston, John Eldredge, Eric 
Margaret Irving, George 
Rosener, Brandon Tynan and El- 
speth Dudgeon. 














Hecht’s Goldwyn Termer, 


His Ist Long Contract 





Hollywood, July 13. 

Ben Hecht has signed a writing 
contract with Sam Goldwyn, first 
assignment being to script ‘Sweet 
Land of Liberty,’ satire on the Fed- 
eral Theatre Project. Writer will do 
similar chore on ‘Duchess of Broad- 
way’ in October after rehearsing his 
New York play ‘To Quito and Back.’ 

Marks first time Hecht has ever 
signed termer as he has previously 
declined all deals beyond one pic- 
ture at a time. 





Taurog Takes ‘Tom’ 


Hollywood, July 13. 
Norman Taurog has taken over 
directing Selznick 
‘Adventures of Tom Sawyer,’ vice 
H. C. Potter, who pulled out of the 
studio after disagreeing with David 
O. Selznick as to story handling and 


| cast. 


Picture had been in work around 
a week when the switch was made 
and probability is that it will be re- 
started. 


International’s 





INDUSTRY ORWVE 


$5,000 War Chest to Key- 
note Exhibitors’ General 
Campaign Vs. All Dis- 
tributors Who Allegedly 
Fail to Deliver Promised 
Pictures—O ther Exhib 
Bodies Follow Suit 


AUGUST EMBARGO 


Philadelphia, July 13. 

Moral and financial support for 
the anti-Paramount drive was 
pledged here Thursday (8) by 100 
members of the UMPTO meeting in 
the Broadwood hotel. Approxi- 
mately $5,000 was raised on the spot 
for the drive’s war chest. The meet- 
ing was marked by enthusiasm. 

The campaign which was outlined 
by David Barrist, chairman of the 
committee who presided, will in- 
clude the touring of the city by three 
trucks carrying banners and using 
sound. The situation will be ex- 
plained and the public will be asked 
to boycott theatres showing Para- 
mount pix. A half-million heralds 
have also been ordered for the same 
purpose. 

All theatres, circuit or indie, will 
be picketed if they refuse to abide 
by the  organization’s decisions. 
‘Showmanship methods’ will be used 
in the picketing, according to Barrist. 
A meeting will be held shortly with 
Joe Bernhardt of Warners for the 
purpose of soliciting Warner co- 
operation. 

Exhibs have been asked to give 
Paramount no dates in August, in- 
cluding shorts and newsreels. 
They’ve also been asked to cancel 
contracts already made, and the or- 
ganization will defend any suit that 
may result. 

Messages sent to Paramount, both 
by letter and wire and not acknowl- 
edged, were read at the meeting. 

The four points emphasized most 
strongly in the anti-Paramount cam- 
paign include insistence on delivery 
of pix promised for 1936-37, modi- 
fication of the coming season’s terms, 
adjustments on last year’s contracts 
in the case of exhibs who lost money, 
and the making of work-sheets part 
of contracts. 

Barrist, in his general address, 
called attention to the fact that Uni- 

(Continued on page 28) 


WILK ABROAD TO 0.0. 
WB’S LONDON LEGIT 


Preparatory to setting up legit 
producing facilities in England 
through a deal with O’Brien, Linnit 
& Dundee for the coming fall season, 
Jake Wilk of the Warner home office, 
sailed Friday (9) for the other side. 
In addition to representing WB in 
connection with proposed play pro- 
ducing venture in London, where 
shows will be put on by local pro- 
ducers with Warner backing, Wilk 
will also survey the material market. 

He will visit France as well as 
England looking over play prospects, 
at the same time checking on any 
material that may be suitable di- 
rectly for the screen. Plans of 
Warners in producing plays in Eng- 
land are to later film them, either 
there or on this side. 

Accompanying Wilk abroad is Max 
Reinhardt, who goes over to stage 
this summer's Salzburg festival. 
Reinhardt will return in the fall to 
produce ‘The Gamblers’ for WB. 











Grady Goes Booneing 


Hollywood, July 13. 
Bill Grady has left on a sixmonth 
talent search for Metro, expecting 
to gander little theatres in key cities 


and elsewhere and also look over 

college summer theatres and regu- 

lar campus showings in the fall. 
First pauses will be in Kansas 





City and St. Louis. 


BAYCATT TN Ar |Chi Indies Talk Par Boycott 


As Retaliatory Move Against 
B.&K., Due to Animus Over Duals 





, Self-Conscious 


San Diego, July 13. 

It doesn’t take a college prof 
to understand why this town is 
getting so popular with film 

_ execs for sneak previews. Two 
race tracks are running—40 
miles apart. 

One studio last week pulled 
three sneaks at this border 
town, a short drive from either 
Caliente or Bing Crosby’s lay- 
out at Del Mar, 




















| rector 
|}agented the deal. 
‘also do a bit in the ‘Goldwyn Fol- 


SAG EXTENDING 


ITS EASTERN 
DRIVE 


oo. — 


That the Screen Actors’ Guild in 
the eastern territory within a radius 
of several hundred miles of New 
York City is not fooling about its 


campaign for membership was 
plainly indicated this week when 
officials in charge began checking 
with production heads, general man- 
agers and vice-presidents to make 


Chicago, July 13 
More determined than ever 
away with double features, 
they believe to be the cause of the 
recent poor business, the local inde- 
pendent exhibitors are now threat- 
ening a boycott against Paramount 
pictures in this territory, based on 
the rancor against Balaban 
& Katz, Par’s local theatre affiliate 
B. & K. is blamed as the parent of 
the double feature epidemic. 


te do 


which 


exhibs’ 


Since the local exhibs have been 
able to get nowhere with B. & K.. 
they feel that by striking at Par 
product they may obtain some action 
in regards to the bargain bills. 

Exhibs had a pretty disastrous ex- 
perience with the boycott action two 
years ago when they had a blanket 
blackball against Metro-Goldwyn- 
Mayer product. They backed away 
from the boycott quickly when the 
M-G theatre affiliate, Loew's, im- 
mediately came to town and began 
preparations to build some 12-16 
houses throughout the territory. 
Loew's took options on _ property 
close to those exhibitors which had 
led the boycott campaign. Loew’s 
did start and complete one theatre 
on the far westside, but killed off the 


| other building activities when the 


exhibitors capitulated. 

However, despite the Loew-Metro 
incident, the local exhibitors incline 
to the belief that nothing like that 
can happen with the Paramount-B. 








certain that the Hollywood form is 
observed in the east. 


This survey will be continued | 
through next week with the hope 
that all producers, major companies 
and others engaged in production 
will be signed or set to observe the 
SAG pact by Aug. 1. Majors with 
studios in the east are being notified 
of the alignment while other major 
companies doing location work near 
Manhattan also have been told. 


Metro is expected to tell all those 
notified in a call for extras in Jloca- 
tion work next week that they must 
be SAG members before being ac- 
cepted for employment. Metro cur- 
rently is doing spot production on a 
feature along the East River, most 
of it being background stuff. How- 
ever, the one person employed in 
location shooting is a Guild member. 

Activity of SAG in New York area 
is to take in all studios and com- 
panies producing industrial or com- 
mercial films as well as regular short 
and feature productions, making 
the players conform with regula- 
tions in effect on the Coast. 


GUILD ACCOLADE FOR 
MONTGOMERY’S ‘NIGHT’ 


Hollywood, July 13. 
Robert Montgomery's performance 
in ‘Night Must Fall’ was voted the 
best of last month by Screen Actors 
Guild. 
Supporting honors went to Dame 
May Whitty in the same picture. 


Swing Combo Set for 1, 
And Maybe Another Pic 


Raymond Scott Quintet left last 
night (Tuesday) for Hollywood to 











| & K. crew since B. & K. is a known 
| quantity, having already nearly 40 


houses in town, 


Balaban & Katz has always been 
building or acquiring theatres at the 
rate of two or three a year, and the 
exhibs expect no real campaign on 
the part of the circuit to start any 
spite building. 

Unusual angle in the boycott 
threat against Paramount is the fact 
that the relations between Para- 
mount and the independent exhibi- 
tors have been extremely friendly 
in the past, with the exhibs openly 
stating that they have been generally 
able to secure more adjustments on 
complaints with Paramount than 
practically any of the other major 
distributors. 


For this reason the exhibs have no 
particular heart in their blackball 
threat against Paramount, but insist 
that they will use this means since 
only through Paramount can they 
possibly hit back at the B. & K. 


| stand on double features, 





John Montague Quite 
A Fave With Film Folk 


Hollywood, July 13. 

Arrest of John Montague on an 
alleged robbery charge on a war- 
rant from the east was quite a shock 
to friends and others of the film 
colony here who had fraternized 
with the personable golfer. Mon- 
tague’s association with picture peo- 
| ple was strictly social and mostly 
among those at the Lakeside Coun- 
try Club. He was a golf crony of 
Bing Crosby and through the 
crooner had met others of the film 
colony. For the past six years he 
had lived at the home of Oliver 
(Laurel and) Hardy. His prowess 
at golf made him somewhat of an 








work in Selznick International's 
‘Nothing Sacred.’ 
act in years which has received a 
bid from picture or the theatre as 
a result of a reputation gained al- 
most strictly through phonograph 
records. Scott has appeared on sev- 
eral occasions over CBS. He 
otherwise Harry Warnow, brother of 
Mark Warnow, CBS maestro. 

Irving Mills, who is managing di- 
of Master Records, Ince., 
Swing unit may 


lies.’ 


It makes the first | 


ideal with film-player golf enthu- 
| Siasts, 

| Mantague had been in California 
|about five years but was away for 
|a year three years ago. He derived 
la livelihood around here through 
|matches with Crosby and other 
moneyed players at Lakeside. He 
was also quite proficient at poker 
when big stake games were played 
at the club a few years ago. He was 
; never interested in any way in pic- 
;} ture business affairs despite having 
| been in a position through contact 
with film folk to hear lots of gossip 
band promotion deals, 

ca 
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Summer Torch Shriveling L. A. Trade, 
Waring Main Prop in Par’s $21,500, 
‘Gun’ Clicks Off 21156, ‘Winkie’ Fades 


Los Angeles, July 13. ,inee trade, this combo not — 

Efiects of the heat wave, a box | helped any and will wing up wit 
office bane around the country, has | Measre sum_ of $0,500. Last week, 
sort 


with 





‘Emperor’s Candlesticks’ (MG) and 
of settled down in this locale | 
bit short of $10,600, fair. 
emporiums none too optimistic about United Artists (Fox-UA) (2,100; 
results. Theatres here all have cool- | (jG) and ‘She Had to Eat’ (20th) dual. 
Moveover from State not so helpful 
jack of trade in the afternoons, with | ome Sein’ (eth? und “Mar 
a ea ania 14 ay, | week, ‘Slave Ship an ar- 
that lack being particularly felt in lried Before Breakfast’ (MG), dual, 
where mat trade counts, outside of | week as windup was bit over $3,100. 
the Paramount, this week. This | Wilshire (Fox) (2,296: 30-40-55-65) 
. | ‘She Had to Eat’ (20th), dual. Trade 
on the-stage drawing trade extraor-!in this area going for this combo 
Train from Madrid.’ Indications are | Week. “Slave Ship’ (20th) and ‘Mar- 
re Breakfast’ (MG), not 
that take will reach an easy $21,500 ried Before reaktost 
A rather obvious fact with refer- 
ence to matinee biz being negli- 


‘She Had to Eat’ (20th), brought in 
the operetors of the cinema | 
30-40-55) — ‘Emperor's Candlesticks’ 
ing systems and most of them feel | 
as will do a rather weak $3,000. Last 
the downtown Los Angeles area! nothing to rave about for holiday 
: - tom . icks’ 
house has Fred Waring and his band | 7<,=™PeT°r § Candlesticks’ (MG) and 
dinarily for the screen feature, ‘Last | and house will do a good $6,500. Last 
on the week. 
gible proportions is that the Chinese 


week is doing more biz than the 
downtown Loew's State. These 
houses are playing “They Gave Him 
a Gun’ and ‘Sing and Be Happy, 


ahead. 
Estimates fer This Week 


Carthay Cirele (Fox) (1,518; 55- 
$3-1.10-1.65)—“Wee Willie Winkie’ 


(20th) (3d week). The $1.65 de luxe | 


tap too much for the kiddies who go 
for the Temple, with trade sagging 
this week. Last week, second, with 
holiday thrown in, no coin im- 
pression by take little over $6,100. 
Chinese (Grauman-FWC) (2,028; 


30-40-55-75)—“They Gave Him a Gun’ | 


(MG) and ‘Sing and Be Happy’ 
(20th) dual. 


good at $4,600. 


With nothing impor- | nice 


tant in names and weather elements | 


not helping, house doing okay and 
will tape $10,000 mark. Last week, 
‘Emperor’s Candlesticks’ (MG) and 


} 


downtown houses are taking 
| the chin. 
at the Races’ 
pace at $13,000, which 


morrow’ 
| raves, 
$3,500 for its efforts, but may pick 





RACES’ $13,000, 


in Hollywood for second successive | 


| BIG, AS BALTO 


Hollywood house running $500 or so | 


WILTS 


Baltimore, July 13. 
getting and 
it on 
Loew’s Century with ‘Day 
(MG) setting the 
indicates a 
profit, ‘Make Way for To- 
(Par) in spite of critical 
is not garnering more than 


Heat’s them here 


is 


‘She Had to Eat’ (20th), dual, helped | up later in the week on the strength 


plenty by holiday windup and came 
through with corking $11,200. 


Criterien (Tally) (1,640; 20-25-30) | 


of mouth to mouth. 
Estimates fer This Week 


—One Night of Love’ (Col). With | Cemtury (Loew’s-UA) (3,000; 15- 
pics hard to get for the house, try- | 25-30-35-40-55) — ‘Day at Races’ 
ing the milking process with this | (MG ). Leading town and marking 


Grace Moore opus at reduced scale 
which might for the week bring in 
$900. Last week, ‘Silent Barrier’ 
(GB), held for 10 days and had tough 
struggle to bow out with total of 
$1,600. 


| 


| week, 


| 
} 


Dewntewn (WB) (1,800; 30-40-55- | 


up nice $13,000 in spite of heat. Last 
second of ‘Captains Coura- 
geous’ (MG) held up fairly well at 
$6,200. 
Hippedreme 


(Rappaport) (2,300; 


65)—‘Singing Marine’ (WB) and | 15-25-35-40-55-66) — ‘Devil Is Driv- 
“Devil Is_ Driving’ (Col) dual (2d /ing’ (Col) plus vaude headed by 
week). Figuring heat of previous | 


one held over and will hit a good 
$6,700. Last week, first, not up te ex- 
pectations with final count bit over 
$7,200. 

Four Star (Fox) (900; 30-40-55)— 
“Make Way for Tomorrow’ (Par). 
Back to regular grind policy and get- 


week kept Powell fans away, this | Herman Bing. Not much at $9,300. 


Last week, ‘New Faces’ (RKO) and 
Benny Meroff’s band got good day- 
time play to $11,700. 

Keith’s (Schanberger) (2,500; 15- 
25-30-35-40-55 ) ‘Make Way for 
Tomorrow’ (Par). Raves from crix 
didn’t help over $3,500; may build. 


—— 


. - : : ‘Woman Alone’ (Par) set to open 
ting powers will wind up with 8 | uoper’ show Thurs Cis) 
zon’ (Col) (17th-final) for six-day |,,N¢W ,(Mechanic) 1,400; 15-25-30- 


weaning process on this stanza 
chimed off with little short of $4,000. 
So far as length of run effect may 
have for future on pic this showing 
will be oke, but take did not warrant 
anything beyond the 10-week mark. 

Holiyweed (WB) (2,756; 30-40-55- 
65)—Singing Marine’ (WB) and 
“Devil Is Driving’ (Col) dual 
ond week). 
aid will make presentable showing 
of around $6,500. Last week, first, 





| 
} 


| 


Holdover with preview | 


nothing to get excited over by a/ 


final count short of $7,000. 


40-55 )—Love From Stranger’ (20th) 
opened weak, with not more than 
$3,200 indicated. Last week, ‘Sing 
and Be Happy’ (20th) plus Corona- 
tion reel in color (20th), poor $2,800. 

Stanmiey (WB) (3,400; 15-25-35-40- 
55)—“Met in Paris’ (Par) (2d wk.). 


| Fell off to $5,700 after wow opening 


| session 
(sec- | 


at $14,000. 














Ist Runs On B’way 


Week of Juiy 15 


Capitel—‘Emperor’s Candle- 
sticks’ (MG) (2d week). 
(Reviewed in Variety June 30). 

Central — ‘Damaged Lives’. 
(Weldon) «(6th week). 
Criterion— Midnight Madonna’ 
(Par) (17). 

Gleobe— ‘Juggernaut’ 
(14). 

Music Hall—‘Knight Without 
Armor’ (UA) (2d week). 
(Reviewed in Vaniery this week). 


(GN) 


Paramount — ‘Easy Living’ 
Par (2d week). 

(Reviewed in Variety July 7). 
Rialto— Devi! Is Driving’ 
(Col) 

(Reviewed in Variery July 7). 
Riveli—‘Slave Ship’ (20th) 
(5th week ). 


Roxy— ‘Super Sleuth’ (RKO) 
(18). 
(Reviewed in Variery this week). 
Strand—‘They Won't Forget’ 
(WB) (14). 
(Reviewed in Vaniery June 30). 
Week of July 22 


‘Slave Ship’ Riding High im Pitt., 
$8,700; ‘Gun,’ Ellington Oke $19,000 





put crim 
for fine $4,200 
Dawn’ (WB), 
sunset at $2,300. 
Uhie (Settos) (900; 15)—‘These 
Three’ (UA) and ‘Pigskin Parade’ 
(20th), dual, 
Glory’ (20th) and ‘I’d Give My Life’ 
(Par), dual, below average at $1,300. 
Last week ‘Public Enemy’s Wife’ 
(WB) and ‘One Rainy Afternoon’ 
(UA), dual, split with ‘State Fair’ 
(20th) and 
(FN), dual, fair $1,560. 

Rialte (Fourth Ave.) (3,000; 
25-40)—"New Faces (RKO) 
‘Can't Beat Love’ (RKO), 


15- 
and 


nice proportions, maybe $8,000. Last 
week ‘Slave Ship’ (20th) took profit- 
able $6,000 and moved over to the 
Brown. 


Under average, not move than $3,400. 
Last 


Astor—‘High, Wide and Hand- 
some’ (Par) (21). 

Capitel—‘Saratoga’ (MG). 
(Reviewed in Variety this week), 


(20th) and ‘She Had to Eat’ (20th), 
dual, dull $3,200. 


Central—‘Armored Car’ (U) e 
7 Heat Bifls Buft: 
Music Hali—*‘Tuast of New Ga 3 
York’ (RKO). 


(Reviewed in Variety this week). 
Paramount—‘Exclusive’ (Par) 


Shim’ Fair 86's, 


(21). 
Roxy—‘Wee Willie Winkie’ 
(20th) (23). 


(Reviewed in Variery June 30). 
Strand—‘They Won't Forget’ 
(WB) (2nd week). 

















Buffalo, July 13. 


‘FACES’ HEADED FOR 
FINE $8,000, L’VILLE 


Louisville, July 13. 

Weather was torrid over the week- 
end, resulting in an exodus te cooler 
spots outside the city. Showhouse 
takes are holding up surprisingly 
well, however. 

Product is not so forte curently, 
with the exception of the Rialto, 


their first sock during the present 
stanza. 





calculated to help much. ‘Slim’ will 
get the best comparative figure, with 
‘Marine’ at the Buffalo probably due 
to hit the season’s low. 
Estimates for This Week 

Buffale (Shea) (3,600; 30-40-50)— 
‘Singing Marine’ (WB). Very much 
off, with around $9.000 indicated. 
Last week, ‘Emperor’s Candlesticks’ 


Marine Way Off 


|of the year here, should knock off a 


in expected takings. Due | 
Last week ‘Another | 
looked more like a (11) was a lifesaver after de 


‘erally right back 


| 
} 


split with ‘Road to/|be reco 


‘Earthworm. Tractors’ | 


|isn’t air cooled and yet the pic js 
|running even with the house's 
dual. | 
Word-of-mouth sure to build biz te! 


| complaints. 


Strand (Fourth Ave.) (1,500; 15- 
25-40)—‘Midnight Madonna’ (Par) 
and ‘Great Gambini’ (Par), dual | 


week ‘Sing and Be Happy’ | 


| Trouble’ 


| doghouse, bank night gettin 


j}and Coronation in technicolor (20th) 


Heat is giving Buffalo box offices | 


| Candlesticks’ (MG) likewise a false- 


| “They Gave Him A Gun’ (MG) and 
| Duke Ellington. 
|eral weeks to await release of ‘Cap- 


where ‘New Faces’ is pulling plenty| (MGM), did okay considering, | 
of juve trade and an unusually hefty | $12,000. 
number of radio fans. Century (Shea) (3,400: 25-35)— 


Estimates for This Week 


B P e.-Loew’'s) | Exile’ (WB). Back to about $6,500. | 
(1,500; 15-25-40)—'Slave Shig cow? Last week, ‘Manhattan Melodrama’ 
Trade slowing down to expected (MG) (2nd run) and ‘Cant Buy 


Luck’ (RKO), built to swell gross of 
$8,300 on strength of Jean Harlow 
revival. 

Great Lakes (Shea) (3,400; 30-50) 
i|—Slim’ (WB). Not bad, around $8,000. 
Last week, ‘Captains Courageous’ 


$2,000 on moveover. Last week ‘Cap- 
tains Courageous’ (MG) and Disney 
award pic, snared nice $2,800 on 
moveover. 

Kentucky (Switow) (900: 15-25)— 
‘Marked Woman’ (WB) and ‘Top of 


‘Hotel Haywire’ (Par) and ‘Men in| 


Town’ (U), dual. split with ‘Don’t (MG) (2nd week). did better than | 

Tell Wife’ (RKO) and ‘Go-Getter’ | °xpected for nice $7600, 

(WB), dual. Pretty good at $2,100. |, PP on Anew -% aa 
Woman Chases Man’ (UA) and 


Last week ‘Wake Up’ (20th) and 
‘Jeeves’ (20th), dual, held for full 
week to fair $2.200. 

Loew’s State (3,000; 15-25-40 )—‘Be- 
tween Two Women’ (MG) and 
“Thunder in City’ (Col), dual. House 
billing new sound equipment over 
names of Pics, which Tells the story: | week, “Wings “Over Honoiutu’ (U) 
biz started out well and headed for | 39'S qv Doctor’ (U) did nicely at 
satisfactory $6,400. Last week ‘Em- sitet 


peror’s Candlesticks’ (MG) and ‘No- 

at $5300. (MG), dual, not much Woman,’ Disney Top Port 

at $5, * ’ ° 
$6,000; ‘Races’ H.O. $5,500 

Portland, Ore., July 13. 


Disney revue. Looks set for fair 
$6,000. Last week, ‘Sing and Be 
Happy® (20th) and ‘Once a Doctor’ 
(WB), poor $4,500. 

Lafayette (Ind) (3,400: 25-35)— 
‘Hit Parade’ (Rep) and ‘Circus Girl’ 
(Rep). Building to good $7,000. Last 








Heat Worries Philly, Courageous’ 


Mary Andersen (Libson) (1.000; 
15-25-40)—Singing Marine’ (WB). 
Should do big biz, but opposish will 

Generally good biz for this time 
| of year all around, even though some 
| slipped a few pegs in gross division 


last week. 


‘Woman Chases Man.’ dualing with 
Orpheum (Bdway) (2,280; 25-30- | Wait Disney Award Revue, topping 
35-40)—’Great Gambini’ (Par) and e ° . the week's take. ‘Day at the Races. 
Draegerman Courage’ (WB), dual, | hold-over, slipping, but still run 
_ ee ea eae holding over pens alr, arine < be ner-up. ‘ 
owes unit a wi new screen | ‘ ? : 
fare will do fairly well in getting / remy tein oney te saul 
nround $7,500. Last week, ‘Holly - a Perel, Naren Ot SS eer a f Broadway (Parker) (2.000; 30-55) 


wood Cowboy’ (RKO) and ‘Night of | 
Mystery’ (Par), dual, and with the | 


Bowes unit as the draw, very good 
at 58,800 for this time of year. 
Pantages (Pan) (2,700; 30-40-55)— 
“New Faces’ (RKO) and ‘Armored 
Car’ «U), dual (2d week). Having 
preview aid holdover will be so-so 
but not important coin with $5,0¢0 
on six days. Last week, first, not up 
to expectations with a $7,300 sound- 
ofl. 
Paramount 
40-55 )}—Last 


(Partmar) (3,595: 30- 
Train from Madrid’ 





(Par) and stage show. Fred Waring | 


outfit on stage bringing in lots of 
coin and 


strictly accountable for | 


good $21,500. Last week, ‘Mountain | 


Music’ (Par) and stage show (2d 


week) getting the transient holiday | 


play for the windup stanza and did 
just what was expected, fair $13,900. 

RKO (RKO) (2,950; 30-40-55)— 
“New Faces’ (RKO) and ‘Armored 
Car’ (U), dual (2d week). 
not so forte with preview aid needed 
to get a $5.000 showing on six days. 
nothing to brag about. 

State (Loew-Fox) (2,024; 20-40-55- 
75)—They Gave Him a Gun’ (MG) 
and “Sing and Be Happy’ (20th) dual. 
With heat kicking tar out of mat- 


sta a'g yh, 6 i t-&*s b- 


Philadelphia, July 13. 

No telling how low some of the 

film grosses may drop this week, if 
the current sweltering spell keeps 
up, which is what it appears to be 
doing. 
; Local crix went overboard in lav- 
ishing praise on ‘Make Way for To- 
morrow, just as the Broadway 
crowd did, but so far there have 
been no indications of much box-of- 
fice activity at the Stanton. It’s par- 
tially poor booking: Stanton’s clien- 
tele likes G-men pix. 

‘Captains Courageous,’ which 
played a roadshow engagement ot 
four weeks at the Locust in the early 
spring. is at the Boyd for first regu- 
lar film showing, Opened Saturday 
(10) and looks as if one week will 


| be all. 


Hoidover | 


Estimates fer This Week 

Boyd (2.400; 40-55-65)—‘Captains 
Courageous’ *MG?). First regular 
picture house showing. Opened Sat- 
urday and only fair. Will have to 
reach $15.000 or $16,000 to hold. Last 
week, ‘The Emperor’s Candlesticks’ 
(MG *:. pale $13,000. 

Earle (2.000: 





| 


ihe wk). Fair returns at $4.500. First 
this first run, por $1,100. week mopped up nicely for good 
Stanley (3,700; 40-55-65 )— ‘New | ¢9 noo. 4 
Faces’ (RKO). Holding for a few| Riveli (Indie) (1.200; 25-35)—‘Park 
days ef second week. with ‘Easy | Avenue Logger’ (20th) and voude. 
Living’ opening Wednesday (14). | Getting okay response for $3.000. 
‘Faces’ got $13.000 in first week. United Artists (Parker) (1.000: 30- 
Stanten (1,700: 30-40-50 )—’Make | 55)—*‘Woman Chases Man’ (UA) end 
Way for Tomorrow’ (Par). Crix! ‘Walt Disney Revue’ (UA). Winning 
| raved, but film is misplaced in this! pair for this. house. $6.000. Last 
mebbe $5.000. Last week! week. ‘Captains Courageous’ «MG). 


25-40-55)—"The Go- | house: 
Getter’ (WB) and vaude. Henry Ar- i ‘Great Gambini’ ¢Par), 


—Races’ (MG) and ‘Mighty Treve’ 
(U) (2d wk.). Still piling up good biz 
in spite of higher admish:; will get 
$5,500. First week great $10.000. 
Mayfair (Parker-Evergreen }) (1.400; 
40-55 )—Captains Courageous’ (MG) 
(4th wk). After three previous weeks 
at the United Artists still going 
strong here for $2.500. Last week, 
| ‘Star Is Born’ (UA), closed sixth 
| 
| 


metta topping stage bill. Combo fig- 
ures for tepid $10,500 in 6-day week. 
Last week, ‘Married Before Break- 
fast’ (MG) and N.T.G. revue, only 
$11,000. 

Erlanger (2.000: 25-40-55)—‘Dam- 
aged Lives’ (Weldon). Closed three 
weeks’ stay Sunday, getting $6,000 
on final week. Had hoped to stay 
fourth week but heat got it. 

Fox (3.000: 40-55-65)—'Singing | 
Marine’ ‘WB) (2nd wk.). Should get | 
$12,000 or close to it after sturdy | 
$16,500 in first week despite terrific | 





week for okay $2,000. 

Orpheum’ ‘Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(2,000: 30-55) —‘Another Dawn’ (WEB) 
and ‘Great Gambini’ (Par). Getting 
a fair play for this house at around 
$5,000. Last week, ‘Riding on Air’ 


MKariten (1,000; 25-35-40)—‘Missis- | a oo Sere ae 
sippi’ (Par). Revival which would |” ~ (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
be doing well under better condi- | (3.000: 30-55)—Mountain. Music’ | 


tions: so-so $2.700. Last week, ‘Sing 


| (Par) ¢ ‘Talk i «GB) 2 
and Be Happy’ (20th). Five days for (har) and ik of Devil (GB) (26 





so-so $5,700. | closed good third week, $4,200. 


' 
| 


| 


—=S 


Pittsburgh, July 13. 
Heat-breaking rain. on Sunday 
pressin 
shot trade ou 
into high again 
with chances that early losses may 

— before the end of the 
stanza. ouple of attractions, how- 
ever are riding out the soaring 
mercury, with ‘Slave Ship’ at the 
Fulton heading the parade and 
knocking off a surprising sock gross 
under the circumstances. It's the 
only first-run site downtown which 


week-end biz and 


top 
figures for the year. 

Duke Ellington and his band are 
bolstering “They Gave Him A Gun’ 
in nice fashion at the Stanley: should 
mean a healthy wind-up and no 
Top critical raves of the 
season for ‘Make Way for Tomor- 
row, on a dual with ‘Pick A Star.’ 
are shooting the Warner into the 
profit bracket for a change. 

Estimates fer This Week 
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aw me ehCUrM Or 


Grosses are dropping way | through with an all right $4,400. 


off, with the quality of features not | 





Alvin (Harris) (2,000; 25-35-40) — 
‘Night Key’ (U) and ‘Venus Makes 
(Col). House is cleaning 
shelves of tag end of season's prod- 
uct and biding time. Biz in the 
a good 
simply 


oats oe me .§ OTS 


play and remainder of week 
folding. . Doubtful if there'll be 
$3,850 in the till for this combo. 
Last week ‘She Had to Eat’ (20th) 





ah, hiv, ah 


four days and ‘Man in Mirror’ (GN) 
and ‘Michael O'Halloran’ (Rep) 
three days barely got $3,500 on the 
entire session. 

Fulten (Shea-Hyde) (1,750; 25-40) 
—Slave Ship’ (20th). Heat doesn’t 
seem to mean a thing here. Marching 
right ahead to breast the top pix 


an 2a. ff 


great $8,700 and hold. Last week 
‘As Good As Married’ (U), helped 
by house’s first cash giveaway. came 


Penn (Loew’s-UA) (3,300; 25-35-56) 
—Mountain Music’ (Par). Wrong 
house for this pic. Pretty much of 
a disappointment and will be lucky 
to get $10,500. Last week ‘Emperor’s 


Gu ee ae eae ie 


hoper at $12,000. 
Stanley (WB) (3,600; 25-40-60) — 


CO OP 


Held up for sev- 


tains Courageous’ (MG). figuring 
Tracy’s performance in latter would 
help ‘Gun.’ But chief credit for 
good showing can go to Ellington; 
around $19,000 in prospect. That's just 
about last week’s take with ‘Slim’ 
| (WB) and Henry Armetta in person. 

Warner (WB) (2,000; 25-40) — 
‘Make Way for Tomorrow’ (Par) and 
'‘Pick A Star’ (MG). Raves for “To- 
| morrow’ producing a profitable week. 
May toe $5,000, real biz at this time 
of year. Last week, ‘Hotel Haywire’ 
(Par) and ‘Night of Mystery’ (Par) 
ns.h. around $3,400. 


eae Ge oe ee, et OO 





‘MARINE’ OKAY 
~ $10,000, DENVER 


Denver, July 13. 

Rain is helping grosses this week 
by keeping people in town and 
driving convention visitors indoors. 
Elks convention has added 30,000 to 
Denver's population and few will 
take time out to go to a show unless 
it rains. First run business is okay. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aladdin (Fox) (1,500: 25-40)—‘An- 
other Dawn’ (20th), following a week 
at the Denver. Slated for $3,500. 
Last week ‘Slave Ship’ (20th) was 
okay at the same figure, also after @ 
week at the Denver. 

Broadway (Fox) (1,500; 25-40)— 
‘Mysterious Crossing’ (U), and ‘Love 
in Bungalow’ «U). Looks good for 
$3,000. Last week, ‘Racketeers 1 
Exile’ (Col) and ‘Speed to Spare 
(Col) were fair at $2,500. - a. 

Denham (Cockrill) (1,500; 25-35- 
40)— ‘Mountain Music’ (Par) (2d 
week). Should chalk up $5,000. Last 
week, ‘Mountain Music’ was way UP 
at $8,500, thus earning the holdover. 

Denver (Fox) (2,500; 25-35-50)— 
‘Singing Marine’ (WB), and stage — ‘ 
band. Probably will hit $10,000. Last ; 
week, ‘Another Dawn’ (WB) was 
tops at $12,000 and went to the 
Aladdin for a second week. a 

Orpheum (RKO) (2.600; 25-35-40) — 


ARS ROR) A ES SES ey 





—New Faces: of 1937’ «RKO) and 5 
‘Outeasts of Poker Flat’ (RKO). oe 
Headed for $8,000. Last week, 


‘Captains Courageous’ (MG) and ‘You 
‘Can't Buy Luck’ (RKO) were fine 
at $9,500, and would have been he id 
over, but bookings are too tight e 
Paramount (Fox) (2,000; 25-40)-—| 
‘Wings Over Honolulu’ ‘U) and ‘Let® 
Them Live (U). Will get $4.000. 5 
Last week ‘Go Geiier’ ‘WB) and 
‘Strangers on a Honeymoon’ (GB) § 
| finished nicely at $3,000. 
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Chi Don’t Know from Heat: Lives’ 


PICTURE GROSSES 


VARIETY 7 








Good $29,000, ‘Reckless’ and Vaude 


$17,000, Faces’ and Races Oke H.0.’s 





Chicago, July 13. 
It’s just as hot in Chicago as it is 
in the rest of the country, so skip 
the weather as a topic. It rates as 
an alibi only for those spots which 
haven't any attractions and are do- 
ing flabby biz. Around the other 
theatres, where the stage and screen 
line-up is strong, they aren’t worry- 
jng about the thermometer. 
Pictures like ‘New Faces’ or ‘Day 
at the Races’ don’t need any _alibis. 
Only worry at these houses is how to 
shorten the show and time it for 
quicker turnovers. Both piciures are 


~ now in holdover sessions in the loop 


and holding up with plenty of pep. 
Couple of new ones in the loop, of 
which coin is expected, particularly 
‘Easy Living’ and ‘Emperor’s Can- 
dlesticks.’ Latter opened on Satur- 
day (10), following ‘Singing Marine’ 


into the Roosevelt. ’ 
Estimates for This Week 

Apollo (B&K) (1,200; 35-55-65 )— 
‘Another Dawn’ (WB). Moved here 
from the Chicago and all right at 
$6,000. Last week ‘Parnell’ (MG) in 
third loop week neat $6,700. 

Chicago (B&K) (4,000; 35-55-75 )— 
‘Easy Living’ (Par) and stage show. 
Good notices and word-of-mouth 
helping to satisfactory $29,000. Last 
week ‘Another Dawn’ (WB) turned in 
fine $33,400. 

Garrick (B&K) (900; 35-55-65)— 
‘Dreaming Lips’ (UA). Came in 
Thursday (8) when ‘Midnight Ma- 
donna’ (Par) foozled. Will hit $6,- 
500, nice. ‘Madonna’ under $3,000, 
very sad in six-day try. 

Oriental (B&K) (3,200; 35-45-55 — 
‘Born Reckless’ (20th) and vaude. 
Three Stooges on stage helping take, 
which will count up to around $17,- 
000, on the right side of the books. 
Last week ‘Married Before Break- 
fast’ (MG) fine $19,200. 


Palace (RKO) (2,500; 35-55-65-75) 
New Faces’ (RKO) and vaude 
(2nd week). Holding to better than 
$17,000, excellent, after last week’s 
bang-up $25,600. 

Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500; 35-45-55- 
65 - 75) —‘Emperor’s Candlesticks’ 
(MG). Opened Saturday (10) and 
headed toward $16,000 for okay in- 
itial session. Last week ‘Singing 
Marine’ (WB) managed fairish $9,700 
for second half of fortnight. 


State-Lake (Jones) (2,700; 25-35- 
40)—‘Love from Stranger’ (UA) and 
‘Folies de Paree’ unit. Holding to 
Bteady gross at around $13,000. Last 
week upped with holidays to $15,100 
for ‘Husband’s Secretary’ (WB). 


_United Artists (B&K-UA) (1,700; 
$5-55-65-75)—‘Races’ (MG) (2nd 
Week). Marx boys holding the reg- 
ister at a bright pace for $16,000 cur- 
Fently, following hotcha $23,100 last 

eek, 





DAY AT RACES’ 


BIG $22,500, D.C. 


; _ Washington, July 13. 
It's the big houses’ turn this week, 
With the little fellows scrambling 
for the crumbs, ‘Day at the Races’ 
at the Palace, straight pic spot, is 
the town, althouch both 
vaude spots will get good takes. 
Weekend started very big with 
25,000 Boy Scouts in town, but their 
exodus, plus government employes 
Scurrying to the seashore for perfect 
thing weather, sent the b.o. down 
On the weekend. 
Estimates for This Week 


Capitol (Loew) (3,424; 25-35-60)— 

€tween Two Women’ (MG) and 
vaude. Title getting the dames and 
aed Skelton plus vaude should aid 
9 good $22.000. Last week ‘Em- 
Peror’s Candlesticks’ (MG) and Major 

wes unit overshot estimates for, 
Swell $25,300. 

Columbia (Loew) (1,583; 25-40)— 

ay Out West’ (MG). Maybe fair 
4 000. Last week ‘Manhattan Melo- 
rama’ (MG) (reissue) surprised 
With nice $5,300. 

Earle (WB) (2,244: 25-35-40-60-70) 

inging Marine’ (WB) and vaude. 
t O-name stage bill leaving it all up 

9 pic, which will pull good $18.000. 

ast week ‘Mountain Music’ (Par) 
and St. Moritz Ice Carnival built 
Strongly to big $22,000. 

Keith’s (RKO) (1,830; 25-35-50)— 

uper-Sleuth’ (RKO). Weak $6,000. 

st week ‘New Faces’ (RKO) 
Opened well, but died off to fair 
$8 on nine days. 

Met (WB) (1,853; 25-40)—‘League 
of Frightened Men’ (Col). Should 
Ba Oke $4.500. Last week ‘Devil 

'ving” (Col) fair $4,000. 

Palace (Loew) (2,363; 25-35-60)— 

ay at Races’ (MG). Leading town 





- With sock $22,500. Last week ‘Cap- 


tains Courageous’ (MG) (3d week) 
held to big $11,500. 





a 


K. C. BIZ BRUTAL; 
‘FACES’ RED $7,500 


Kansas City, July 13. 

Looks like a poor week, with ex- 
ception of ‘Emperor’s Candlesticks,’ 
which is drawing much better than 
expected. 

Ball club hit town last week and 
went into a winning streak. Night 
games hurting pic takes. 


Estimates for This Week 


Mainstreet (RKO) (3,200; 25-40)— 
‘New Faces’ (RKO). Doesn’t augur 
better than poor $7,500. Last week, 
‘Mountain Music’ (Par), so-so $8,000. 

Midland (Loew) (4,000; 25-40)— 
‘Emperor’s Candlesticks’ (MG) and 
‘Pick a Star’ (MG). Only double 
bill in town and indicating good 
$13,000. Last week, ‘Captains Cour- 
ageous’ (MG) (2nd wk), mild $7,000. 
$7,000. 


Newman (Par) (1,900; 25-40)— 
‘Mountain Music’ (Par) (2nd run). 
Moved from Mainstreet and looks 


fair at $4,000. Last week, ‘Riding 
on Air’ (RKO) and ‘Behind Head- 
lines’ (RKO), poor $3,800. 

Tower (Fox) (2,200; 25-40)—‘Born 
Reckless’ (20th) and vaude. Looks 
average at $7,000. Last week, ‘Wings 
Over Honolulu’ (U), $6,500, n.s.h. 

Uptown (Fox) (2,020; 25-40)— 
‘Silent Barriers’ (GB) and ‘Cartoon 
Parade’ (WB). Doesn’t mean much, 
$3,500. Last week, ‘Love from a 
Stranger’ (UA), poor $3,900, 


PHIL SPITALNY, 
LIVING BIG 
186, HUB 


Boston, July 13. 

‘Easy Living,’ with the Phil Spi- 
talny band on stage at the Met, will 
be the top grosser this week. ‘Cap- 
tains Courageous,’ plus the Walt 
Disney special, easily won a second 
frame at both the Orph and State, 
while ‘New Faces,’ on a dual bill, 
was strong enough to stay another 
stanza at the Memorial. 


Estimates for This Week 


Boston (RKO) (3,000; 25-40-55)— 
‘Riding on Air’ (RKO) and ‘Espion- 
age’ (MG), dual. Off to encouraging 

ace, around $6,500. Last week sour. 
Despite holiday, $5,500 for ‘Nobody’s 
Baby’ (MG) and ‘Thief Meets Thief’ 
(UA), dual. 

Fenway (M&P) (1,400; 25-35-40-50) 
—Chan at Olympics’ (20th) and 
‘Wild Money’ (Par), dual. Very 
tame, $3,000. Last week okay $4,700 
for ‘Madrid’ (Par) and ‘Hotel Hay- 
wire’ (Par), double. 

Keith Memorial (RKO) (2,900; 25- 
40-55 \—‘New Faces 1937’ (RKO» and 
13th Chair’ (MG), dual. Held over 
for second week, flirting with satis- 
factory $11,000. First week $16,000, 
very pleasing. 

Metropolitan (M&P) (4,300; 35-55- 
75)—‘Easy Living’ (Par) and Phil 
Spitalny band. Picture is a surprise 
draw, but Spitalny is getting at least 
50-50 credit. Will hit okay $18,000. 
Last week ‘Sing and Be Happy’ 
(20th), with vaude, was a lot of 
lemon juice, $13,500. 

Orpheum (Loew) (2,900; 25-35-40- 
50)—‘Captains Courageous’ (MG) 
and Disney special (second week). 
Continuing at good gait, $12.000, after 
good opening stanza, $17,000. 

Paramount (M&P) 
55)—‘Chan at Olympics’ (20th) and 
‘Wild Money’ (Par), double. Very 
droopy $4,500. Last week ‘Madrid’ 
(Par) and ‘Hotel Haywire’ (Par), 
dual, hit a pleasing $7,000. 

Schubert (GN) (1,590; 55-85-$1.10- 
$1.65 )—'Girl Said No’ (GN) (3d wk). 
Roadshow getting hot blanket at this 
non-air-conditioned house, $5,000, 
off on 2d week. 

State (Loew) (3,300; 25-35-40-50) 
—‘Captains Courageous’ (MG) and 
Disney special (2d wk). Will take 
about $9,000. First frame very good 
$14,000. 











Newspaper Tiffing 
No Help to Lincoln 


Lincoln, July 13. 
Show biz is really getting a poke 
in the nose this season, about 25% 
off so far into the summer. Nothing 
knockout this week except the sexer, 
‘Damaged Goods, but ‘Woman 
Chases Man’ is doing a not bad 





(1,800; 25-35- 





showing. Besides, theatres have 
chosen to tiff with the newspapers 
and as result all publicity has been 
pulled. 

Estimates for This Week 

Liberty (LTC) (1,200; 10-15)—*Fury 
and the Woman’ (Rialto) plus ‘Men 
in Exile’ (WB) split with ‘What 
Price’ Vengeance’ (Rialto) plus ‘Let 
Them Live’ (U). Just fair, $800. Last 
week ‘California Straight Ahead’ 
(U) plus ‘Ruggles of Red Gap’ (Par) 
split with ‘Below the Deadline’ 
(Ches) plus ‘Missing Girls’ (Rep), 
not so good, $900. 

Lincoln (LTC) (1,600; 10-15-20-25) 
—Woman Chases Man’ (UA). Best 
chance on the street and a possible 
$2,400. Last week ‘Kid Galahad’ 
(WB) made the babes happy and 
satisfied the boys, $2,400, okay. 

Orpheum (LTC) (1,350; 10-15-20) 
—Oh, Doctor’ (U) plus ‘David 


Harum’ (20th) split with ‘Damaged. 


Goods’ (GN). Last half a b. o. shot 
in the arm, and good $2,109 in pros- 
pect. Last week ‘Cappy Ricks’ (Rep) 
plus ‘One Way Passage’ (WB) split 
with ‘Meet the Missus’ (RKO) plus 


‘Fire Over England’ (UA), blah 
$1,000. 
Stuart (LTC) (1,900: 10-25-40)— 


‘Another Dawn’ (WB). People think 
it’s second run of ‘Light Brigade,’ 
and biz is to slight side. About $3,- 
000, not so good. Last week ‘Moun- 
tain Music’ (Par) did okedo, $3,400. 

Varsity (Westland) (1,100; 10-15)— 
‘Can’t Last Forever’ (Col) plus ‘Two 
Gun Law’ (Col). To the weak side, 
$900. Last week ‘Roaring Timber’ 
(Col) and ‘Talk of the Devil’ (GB), 
slight, $850. 


HEAT WILTING 





ALL PROV. B.0., 





Providence, July 13. 

Terrific hot weather putting big 
dent in box offices. 
ported to be lowest in many months, 
and with no sign of relief in pros- 
pect for days, it’s going to be another 
tough week all around. 

Film fare is just fair, with nothing 
outstanding to tempt the throngs 
who have taken to beaches and 
parks. 

Estimates for This Week 


Fay’s (2,000: 25-35-50)—‘Love in a | 


Bungalow’ (U) and vaude. Pretty 
weak show, and with natives scram- 
bling for watering resorts, biz is 
lowest of the season; not more than 
$4,500 in prospect, off. Last week 
‘Angel’s Holiday’ (20th) and vaude 
started off okay, but the heat made 
it tough; slid to $5,000. 

Loew’s State (3,200; 
‘Captains Courageous’ (MG) (2d 
week). N.s.g. so far because of 
sizzling heat, maybe $7,000 if things 
don’t break any worse. Last week 
biz started off with a bang’ and 
seemed headed for record-breaking 
gross, but hot weather slowed things 
down to bring in only $12,000; oke, 
but sure to have grossed more if 
things were just so. 

Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 25-35-50)— 
‘Another Dawn’ (WB) and ‘She Had 
to Eat’ (20th). Not so good. house 
will be lucky to hit $5.000, off. Last 
week ‘Slave Ship’ (20th) and ‘Big 
Business’ (20th) also victim of the 
heat, slid to $6,100, so-so. 

Strand (indie) (2,200: 25-35-50)— 
‘Last Train from Madrid’ (Par) and 
‘Girls Can Play’ (Col). Not more 
than $5,000 in prospect with setup 
as it is just now; n.s.g. 
‘Devil is Driving’ (Col) and ‘North 
of Rio Grande’ (Par) tepid at $6,200. 


25-35-50 )— 





‘Courageous Sock 


Grosses are re- | 


Last week | 


——___—__-_————__ | 


Heat Sloughs B’way but ‘Knight 
Braces Music Hall to Strong 826; 
Martha Raye Ups ‘Easy’ to Wow 576 








The five-day heat spell sloughed 
| business, with only two theatres, 

Music Hall and Paramount, getting 
|a good play, but the amazing fea- 
|ture of it all is that the sum total 
of grosses among downtown houses 
| beats inot only last week’s aggregate 
| take but also tops the business of 
the same film emporiums for the 
identical week a year ago. Compari- 
|sons are not distant, but with the 
| Broadway group grabbing about 
| $6,000 more than the same theatres 
| did last week (which included the 
| Fourth of July holiday), the answer 
{must be that cooling systems have 
|their virtues when blistering heat 
| strikes town. 

For purposes of comparison, the 
| Criterion, which was not in opera- 
| tion a year ago, as well as the Cen- 
| tral, which then was in double fea- 
ltures (including revivals) are not 
| considered. Between these two the- 
|atres this week as against last there 
isn’t a difference in gross intake, 
however, of more than about $1,000. 

Balance of the theatres, taking in 
all the first runs downtown, show 
that for the current stanza the total 
gross will be approximately $240,000. 
| Last week the same theatres, over 
the Fourth, got only $233,900. That’s 
something, considering that there 
was a holiday there and better the- 
atre weather prevailed. The $240,- 
000 coming in this week compares 
even more favorably with what the 
selfsame operations did for the cor- 
| responding week in 1936, only $219,- 
|; 700. As it happened, New York 
suffered from hot weather a year ago 
this week, too, but it may be that 
fans are now responding more to 
cooling plants. 

A strong draw in Martha Raye. on 
a personal at the Par with ‘Easy Liv- 
ing,’ is giving that house a tremen- 
dous boost, hot weather not holding 
it down, while most of the balance of 
this week’s patronage is going to the 
Music Hall, which has ‘Knight With- 
out Armor.’ The Par chalks up a 
handsome $57,000 on ‘Living,’ and 
| Miss Raye, while ‘Knight’ will be 
$82,000 or over at the Hall. Both 
hold over. 

The rest of the street presents a 
rather gloomy picture, even if: the 
totals are slightly better than over 
the Fourth, and show an even larger 
increase than for the same week a 
year back. 

‘Emperor’s Candlesticks,’ at the 
Capitol, and ‘Two Who Dared,’ at the 
Roxy, are each looking for $25,000. 
This is just fair for the Cap but close 
to red for the Roxy, which carries 
a stage show. Cap holds. The rest 
of the theatres are getting nowhere 
at all excepting the small-seater Ri- 
alto, which at $7,000 with what 
amounts to a double bill, is getting 
by. House is playing ‘Three Legion- 
naires’ and the abbreviated feature, 
‘Killers of the Sea.’ 

One that’s dying badly is ‘Great 
Gambini’ at the Criterion, $7,000 best 
here. Loew’s State is also nursing 
its wounds and will go into the red 
at $16,000 with ‘I Met Him in Paris’ 
on second run, plus vaude headed 
by Arnold Johnson and Gus Van. 
The RKO second run dualer nearby, 
Palace, will be only about $6,000, 
poorest in ages, 

Two holdovers that can probably 
thank cooling systems for not being 


worse through the heat session are 
| 








$13,000, ‘Marine 


$7,000, Mpls. Biz Oke Despite Heat 


Minneapolis, July 13. 
Town's two ace houses are corral- 
ling nearly all the biz currently. 
‘Captains Courageous’ is off to a sock 
start at the Minnesota. Orpheum 
also looks well set with ‘Singing 
Marine.’ 

Extreme heat probably is more 
help than hindrance to trade on ac- 
count of the theatres’ coolirfy plants. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aster (Publix-Singer) (900; 15-25) 
—‘Marked Woman’ (WB) and ‘That 
Man’s Here’ (WB) (2d runs), split 
with dual first-runs ‘Flyaway Baby’ 
(WB) and ‘Californian’ (WB). Light 
$800 in prospect. Last week, ‘Call It 
Day’ (WB) and Louis-Braddock pic- 
tures (2d runs) split with dual first- 
runs ‘That I May Live’ (20th) and 
‘Blazing Sixes’ (20th). Light $900. 

Century (Publix-Singer) (1,600: 
25-35-40) —‘Woman Chases Man’ 
(UA). Miriam Hopkins a draw here, 
but they’re not going for this picture. 
Poor $3,500 indicated. Last week. 
‘Sing and Be Happy’ (20th), yanked 
after four days, poor $1,200. 

Minnesota (Publix-Singer) (4,200: 
25-35-55) — ‘Captains Courageous’ 
(MG). Well sold and delivering with 


{a bang. Speedy start and should 
| hold up for rest of week; looks like 
| big $13,000. Last week, ‘Emperor's 
Candlesticks’ (MG), fair at $8,700. 

Orpheum (Publix-Singer) (2,890; 
25-35-40)—Singing Marine’ (WB). 
Powell still has pull here and light- 
weight musicals are apparently what 
they want. Headed towards good 
| $7,000. Last week, ‘Another Dawn’ 
(WB), light at $5.000. 


State (Publix-Singer) (2,300; 25- 
40)—‘Hit Parade’ (Rep) and ‘13th 


Chair’ (MG). Line-up of names in 
former pic coaxing some shekels. En 
route to good $3,200.. Last week. 
‘Chan at Olympics’ (20th) and ‘Pick 
a Star’ (MG), fairly good at $2.900. 
Time (Berger) (290; 15-25)—For- 
bidden Adventure’ (Indie) (2d 
week). Exploitation and advertising 
| job for this freak picture is paying 
| rich dividends. Breezing along at 
| $1,200 pace, big. Last week, $2,500, 
| very big. 
| World (Steffes) (350; 25-35-40-55) 
—Adolf’s Military Adventures’ 
| (Swedish). Scandinavian pie should 
| bring in good $2,000. Last week, ‘As 
You Like It’ (20th) (2d week), 
' $1,200, fair. 





‘Singing Marine,’ ending its second 
week last night (Tues.) at the Strand. 
and ‘Slave Ship,’ ending at same 
time its fourth week at the Riv. 
‘Marine’ had a pretty good first week 
of around $25,000 over the holiday 


(4th), but on the second at only 
about $12,000 suffered a bad dip. 
‘Slave Ship’ over the Fourth (last 


week) got $14,000, while on its fourth 
week up last night (Tues.) it held 
fairly at $10,000. ‘Ship’ goes a fifth 
week. 

Universal took ‘Road Back,’ $2 at- 
traction, out of the Globe last night 
(Tues.) after a run of three weeks 
and six days. Last week (3d) pic- 
ture dropped severely to $8,200. 
Harry Brandt will operate house as 
pop first run, starting today (Wed.) 
with ‘Juggernaut,’ until Par is ready 
to br‘ng in ‘Souls at Sea’ on a two-a- 
day basis July 28. Meantime, the 
Central continues as is, and holds 


‘Damaged Lives’ for a sixth week, 
followed by ‘Armored Car’ Satur- 
day (24). 


Estimates for This Week 

Capitol (4,620; 25-35-55-85-$1.25 )— 
‘Emperor's Candlesticks’ (MG), This 
one, with the Powell-Rainer names, 
will do only $25,000 or short of 
that, fair, but holds over anyway. 
‘Saratoga’ (MG) is scheduled for 
Thursday (23). Last week, third for 
‘Day at Races’ (MG), under $20,000, 
okay. 

Central (1,000; 25-35-40-55-65-75- 
85-99 )—‘Damaged Goods’ (Weldon) 
(5th week). About $8,000, good, a 
possibility and at this figure holds a 
sixth week. Last stanza (4th) was 
around $9,000. 

Criterion (1,662; 25-40-55)—‘Great 
Gambini’ (Par). No dice at all, even 
with a cooling system as possible 
help, $7.000 appearing tops, red. 
Last week, ‘King of Gamblers’ (Par) 
fell off to $7,000 after a bright start, 
heat of Thursday and Friday (8-9) 
probably helping to cripple it. 

Globe (1,274; 55-$1.10-$1.65-$2.20) 
—Road Back’ (U). Withdrawn last 
night (Tues.) after a run of three 
weeks and six days. Last week (3d) 
was only $8,200, a sharp dip from the 
second. House returns to. grind first 
run policy today (Wed.) with ‘Jug- 
gernaut’ (GN), this policy to hold 
until ‘Souls at Sea’ (Par) comes in 
on a two-a-day basis at $2 top 
July 28. 

Palace (1,700; 25-35-55)—‘Another 
Dawn’ (WB) (2d run) and ‘Fly Away 
Baby’ (WB) (ist run), dualed. 
Doubleton getting nothing, only 
about $6,000. Last week it wasn’t 
much better with ‘Kid Galahad’ 
(WB) (2d run) and ‘Meet the Missus’ 
(RKO) (first run), $6,500. 

Paramount (3,664; 25-35-55-85-99) 
—Easy Living’ (Par) and Emery 
Deutsch orchestra, plus Martha Raye 
in person. Miss Raye is turning trick 
in a big way here, $57,000 first 
week ending last night (Tues.) being 
phenomenal business for this time 
of the year. Show holds second 
week. Miss Raye is in at $5,000 for 
30 performances, those over that be- 
ing pro-rated. House is doing 35 
shows. Last week, ‘Mountain Music’ 
(Par) and Clyde Lucas orchestra, 
plus Ethel Merman (2d week), 
$28,000, okay. 

Radto City Music Hall) (5,980; 40- 
60-85-99-$1.65)—‘Knight Without Ar- 
mor’ (UA) and stage show. Heat 
and weekend exodus to beaches and 
country didn’t hurt here, $82,000 or 
bit over appearing certain, fine tak- 
ings for the summer and _ good 
enough picture holds a second. Last 
week, ‘New Faces’ (RKO) ended at 


under $75,000, disappointing but 
profit. 
Rialto (750: 25-40-55 )—Three 


Legionnaires’ (Synd) and ‘Killers of 
Sea’ (GN), doubled. House may get 
$7,000, getting through, with this 
pair. ‘Killers’ is an abbreviated ad- 
venture feature. Last week, ‘League 
of Frightened Men’ (Col), got $7,- 
100, fair. 

Rivoli (2.092: 25-55-75-85-99 )— 
‘Slave Ship’ (20th) (4th week). Al- 
though only about $10,000 this week 
(4th), squeezing through, picture 
goes a fifth. House is shovning for 
something for Wednesday (21). Last 
week (3d) for ‘Ship’ was $14,000, 
mild. ‘ 

Roxy (5.836: 25-45-55-75)—‘Two 
Who Dared’ (GN) and stage show. 
May manage $25,000 and get through 
but more is highly improbable. Last 
week was better with ‘King Solo- 
mon’s Mines’ (GB), $28,200. 

Strand (2.767: 25-55-75)—‘Singing 
Marine’ (WB) (2d week). Did fairly 
nicely first week at around $25,000 
but off sharply on holdover, only 
about $12.000 and out last night 
(Tues.). “They Won't Forget’ (WB) 
bows today (Wed.). 

State (3,450: 35-55-75)—‘I Met Him 
in Paris’ (Par) (2d run) and vaude 
headed by Arnold Johnson band and 
Gus Van. This is another of those 
rare weeks when this house goes 
into the pink. only $16.000 looming. 
Last week; ‘Woman Chases Man’ 
(UA) (2d run) and the Duke of 
Ellington band, $27,000, good, 
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‘Vaude Revival’ a Dud 





‘Mt. Music’-"Madrid’ Due 
Not Se Bad in Montreal 





(Continued from page 1) 

That's a concession 
from Mayor F. H. LaGuardia and 
License Commissioner Paul Moss, 
but only if the girls remain in one 
spot. The blackouts have been 
cleaned up to the extent that they 
retain some semblance of subtlety, 
but otherwise they are the same old 
burlesque routines with the same old 
burlesque comics. 


in tableaux. 





It's not a vaude | 


revival—x's just the pushing back of | 


burlesque about 10 years. 
Se It’s Poor 
Which repeats 
villef Even now, 
forced back into 


Vaude, Again 


again, poor vaude-| 


the limelight by an| 


order from the mayor of the largest | the waist up, and only one vaude 
city in the world, it gets the boot;turn, Seyton and Seyton, hand-to- 


though practically | 


before even getting the oppertnnny | 


stairs. This doesn't 


to climb the 


speak well for the showmanship of| what like a vaude act, but also has | 


the burley ops, inasmuch as vaude- 
ville, in some form, was their only 
possible salvation. Eventually, they 
will have to turn to bona fide variety 
entertainment—-burlesque with 


ears pinned back and denatured| Hunter and Eddie Cole, straight | (Par), 
won't draw—but then, possibly, it} man; Jack Hamilton and Alma Mai- | 


may be too late. The circuits tried 
several times to bring back vaude 
after kicking it around, but never 
succeeded despite high-presure sell- 


ing in some instances. 

Only an immediate switch may 
save the burley ops. With their 
present entertainment setup, they 


may just as well scrap their code, 
tell the layman board of governors 
to return to their families and close 
their doors, or go grind pix. How- 
ever, they have an alibi for their 
opening shows, and it is a reasonable 
one, i.e., that the productions went 
into rehearsal a couple of weeks ago, 
when it hadn’t been made clear just 
exactly what type of shows they 
would be permitted to run. But it 
also proves that the minds of the 
burley ops still run in the one 
channel—burlesque. 


Missing the Oppertunity 


A real opportunity was here for | followed. The blackouts now won't 
vaudeville and also for the burlesque | Ve" draw the slummers, who now 
Vaude still holds some|™ then hit the burlesque joints just 


operators. 
draw if presented right and sold 
smartly. Loew's State on Broadway 
is concrete evidence along those 
lines. A developing ground for 
stage, screen and radio talent and 
material is soreiy needed—and it 
could just as well be the former 
burley houses. Acts are desperate 
for New York showing spots, and 
herein lies the opportunity for the 


theatre operators to buy talent 
cheaply and still do the acts a 
favor, 


There’s a wealth of good stage ma- 
terial around the country, most of it 
hidden in the honky-tonk niteries 
and scattered among the cheap units 
playing one and two-day stands, 
available to the burley ops. If 
they'll look for it, they'll profit. If 
they remain in their current groove, 
then Commissioner Moss may just as 
well begin polishing up on some 
more revocation-of-license speeches. 

Several things may be said in 
favor of the burlesque operators in- 
sofar as the opening Follies at their 
houses are concerned, Productions 
are more expensive, costuming is 
cleaner and neater, plus the evident 
desire to spend more money on tal- 
ent than they did before Commis- 
sioner Moss’ purge of May 1. If all 
this didn’t total up to at least nearly 
first-grade entertainment, then 
they've got to clean house. The 
fact that burlesque producers are 
still doing the staging is probably 
the first mistake. They're permit- 
ting the comics to use the old black- 
outs, though cleaned up a bit, and 
that’s another mistake. Failure to 
book vaude comedy acts that could 
hold down 12 to 15-minute spots is 
certainly an error ~ * 

Republic's Lineup 


Lineups of the shows at the Re- 
public, Eltinge and Gaiety read like 
old buriey programs. Republic's 
Follies cast includes Pinto and Della, 
Irwin Selig and George Rose, as 
comics; George Murray and Ched 
Atland, straight man and singer, and 
the Misses Lee and Moore, straight- 
women, Only aet in the show that 
can’ be classed as from vaude are 
Wales and Bradley, adagioists. Bev- 
erly Carr is the producer, with a 
line of 12 ponies and eight show- 
girls for the ensemble and posing 
scenes. Pic is ‘Deception’ ‘Col). 

Gaiety’s Shew 


Gaiety show leans more than the 
others on specialty talent, but here 
also the production setup and cast 
has a strictly burlesque tinge. Shorty 
McAllister, Harry K. Fields. Harry 
Evanson and Joe Wilton are comics 
and straight men; Gladye Fox, for- 


mer stripper, for s. and d.; Helen 
Davis and Jack Lyons, for vocals: 
Florence Mann, straight woman. 
The specialty acts are The Little- 
johns, novelty; Christine and Su- 
zanne, dancing sister team, and the 
Three Phantom Dancers, mixed col- 





Montreal, July 13. 
Exodus for holidays and heat- 
escapers overbalanced any extra 
tourist biz and look like keeping that 
way as long as the heat wave lasts. 





ored trio. Line of 12 girls plus six | ‘Captains Courageous,’ Palace h. o., 
showgirls augment. Billy Koud the is still doing best biz in town. 
producer. Pic here is ‘You May Be | Estimates for This Week 
Next’ (Col). | Palace (CT) (2,700; 50)—'Captains 


Eltinge’s Burly Fermat 
The Eltinge, even more so than 


Courageous’ (MG) (2d week). Held 
up well in terrific heat and may 
the Gaiety and Republic, is present- | gross $6,000, very good, after socko 
ing its show strictly in burlesque | ¢7.500 initialer. 

format. There are more tableaux! Gapitel (CT) (2,700; 50)—Moun- 
scenes here, meaning more stripping tain Music’ (Par) and ‘Last Train 
for the chorines and showsgirls from | from Medrid’ (Per). Pointe to %.- 


500, good enough. Last week’s h. o., 
‘Slave Ship’ (20th) and ‘Big Busi- 
ness’ (20th), fair at $4,500. 

Leoew’s (M. T.) (3,200; 40)—‘League 
the appearance of coming from bur-|of Frightened Men’ (Col) and ‘Be- 
lesque. Rest of the cast includes | pind the Headlines’ (Col). Biz slow 


hand balancers. Allen Reno, singer- 
dancer-impersonator, worked some- 


|Jim Flaherty, Maxie Ferman and | with not much more than $4,500 in 


Little Jack Little, comics, latter not} sight, fair. Last week, ‘Wings Over 


its!the bandman of that name; Chick! Honolulu’ (U) and ‘Killer at Large’ 


$4,000, fair. 
Princess (CT) (2,300; 50)—Kid 
: : : ‘ Galahad’ (WB) and ‘Everybody 
— pg ger wcen gee a |Dance’ (Emp). Might gross $5,000, 
and Jalila, Who Goes a vell Gance.| sood. Last week, ‘Night Must. Jal’ 


In order to make sure that the cus- | 
tomers see at least a little some- | 
ithing, she clutches tiny flashlights 
| in each hand under the gauze. Wears | 
a gee-string, though. She’s done the 
same routine on cafe floors. There 
are 14 chorus girls at the Eltinge, 
plus seven showgirls, with Paul Kane 
as producer. Picture is ‘They Met|—‘Les Mariages de Mlle. Levi’ and 
in a Taxi’ (Col). | ‘Rigolboche.” Down to $3,000, just 
All three houses tossed in at least | fair. Last week, $3,200 for ‘La Lou- 
one bedroom, scene among the many | Pionte’ and ‘Le Joli Monde,’ fair. 
blackouts, all of the latter being set | ro 


routines for the burley comics for | ¢ . 
years. And as in the past, they are Pp 
just as dull, only cleaned up. That’s 

BIG $13,000, 


not so forte for vaude fans, nor can 
they be expected to draw the pop- 
Cincinnati, July 13. 
Biz at the ace cinema chambers is 


eyed burley-goers of the past. Lat- 
ter toierated the blackouts because 

| surprisingly good in face of Cincy’s 
first siege of hot weather. 


'they knew a stripper or a bumper 
‘Slave Ship’ is toting the heavy 


sugar currently, $13,000 at the Albee. 
‘New Faces’ is next with $10,000 at 
the Palace. Only other new release, 
‘Married Before Breakfast,’ is peg- 
ging $4,000 for Keith’s. 
Estimates fer This Week 

Albee (RKO) = (3,300; 35-42)— 

‘Slave Ship’ (20th). Very good, 


| (MG) and “That Man’s Here Again’ 

| (WB), $4,500, good. 

| Cinema de Paris (France-Film) 

| (600; 50)—‘Cesar’ (8th week). This 
will stay all summer and is getting 
regularly between $1,000 and $1,200 
weekly, according to heat, good 
enough. 

| St. Denis (France-Film) (2,300; 34) 














to hear the dirty language. 
Ne Dirt or Strippers 


But the dirt is out, and so’s the 
stripping, so the only thing the the- 
atres can sell now is entertainment. 
Latter could just as well be vaude- 
ville, but not in a burlesque frame. 
Against the admixture is first the 
weather at the present time, none 
of the theatres being equipped with 
cooling systems other than electric 
fans; secondly, the competish is go- 
ing to be too keen among six houses 
in Manhattan and three in Brooklyn 
(that is when all of them are open) 
to leave enough trade for poor shows 
to balance the books. 





Inside Stuff—Pictures 


The Dies resolution and the Hobbs resolution, both of which would pry 
into the affairs of the picture industry on numerous and sundry angles, 


still remain in the committee. Fact that the Dies plan, which would gir 
the film biz via a subcommittee with almost unlimited power, sti}] js 
lingering in the committee room with small chance of being reported out 
before Congress adjourns, is cheering to all concerned in the industry, 

The Dies project, which would incorporate a junket for special com. 
mittee, was framed after the Hobbs resolution. And it incorporates al] fea. 
tures of the earlier proposal but is more sweeping in scope. Legislators 
and industry leaders alike feel that the Dies resolution or measure has 
more possibility of passing than the other. Now it may be lost in commit- 
tee because of the deluge of other vital subjects up for consideration. 





Warners plans unique buildup prior to the national release of ‘They 
Won't Forget, Mervyn Leroy production, which deals unequivocablv 
with a Deep South lynching. The sociological meller gets its New York 
release today (Wed.), but won't be nationally sprung until autumn. 
Warners is utilizing the time between to prime the public. It is the first 
time a film has ever dealt with such a subject in so objective a manner. 

Leroy, in selecting his cast for ‘Forget,’ used players new ito average 
filmgoers. Claude Rains, in a featured role, is one of the few with much 
screen background. Other leads, Edward Norris, Allyn Joslyn, Linda 
Perry, Gloria Dickson and Lana Turner are newcomers to films. Leroy 
chose them because audiences unaccustomed to ‘em, would not anticipate 
their actions, as known juves, menaces, ete. 





New Universal two-reeler explains how ‘new faces’ are uncovered and 
tested for the screen. It is called ‘Hollywood Screen Test,’ produced by 
Charles Ford who has been making one or two annually for U in additien 
to being newsreel editor. Short showing steps taken in bringing out best 
in potential candidate for acting role follows closely actual Hollywood 
procedure on screen testing without revealing everything. Kay Hughes, 
now on Universal’s player rolls, portrays candidate for screen job, with 
Cesar Romero spotted in for informal scene and actual test enactment. 
S. Sylvan Simon, film's director, is the test director in pix. 

Possibilities of the short as a means of arousing interest in local talent 
quests understood to have attracted exhibitors and circuit that figure in a 
search-for-talent contests. 





‘March of Time’ may not go into Scandinavian countries after all. 
Officials of reel had mulled the idea for a number of weeks but thorough 
check revealed that many of these nations in Scandinavian group buy 
according to program, which would mean that ‘M. of T.’ would merely 
s**pplant some short series on RKO’s lineup. Hence, it would mean little 
auditional revenue with the number of theatres not justifying a special 
issue on such a basis. Big returns make Australia and New Zealand 
among the most profitable of recent additions to the ‘Time’ reel ‘fold. 
Situation with Italy and Germany remains unchanged. Understanding is 
that ‘M. of T.’ might go into Italian theatres abroad if censorship restric- 
tions were lifted. 





Independent studio publicity head who has been occasionally noted for 
flamboyant tactics has again stirred the wrath of more orthodox depart- 
ments on several major lots. Genesis of the majors’ burn is that this fiack, 
when some topline star comes to his lot to make a picture, persuades the 
star that the thing to do is to give out very few interviews and let him 
attend to them all. Thus he blurbs the product of his boss by the use of 
these few high-grade players who are sure space-grabbers. Flack promises 
them by-lines and-quote-enclosed copy, thus spoiling them for the boys 
on the home lots, who fail to obtain cooperation at all. Hence tempers 
are high. 





Martha Raye’s personal appearance at the Paramount, N. Y.. is the 
first mild Hollywood name (though she’s only recently developed into 
that) to play a New York house in more than a year. Booking does not 
inaugurate the N. Y, Par on any policy for film names. Biggest piciure 
names the street has had during the past year are Herman Bing, recently 
at the State, and Henry Armetia and the Ritz Bros. who played the Roxy. 
With Miss Raye’s opening at the Par the autograph hounds, long idle 
so far as Hollywood stars are concerned, mobbed the theatre, both out 
front and backstage, when the comedienne opened. 





Scales at all the houses are uni- 
form, 25c afternoons and 55c eve- 
i\igs. Business opening day and 
night (Monday) was fair, with most 
of the audience in each spot looking 
very burlesky, or else curiosity-seek- 
ers and quite a few newspapermen 
as the dailies have been giving 


$13,000. Same last week on ‘Singing 
Marine’ (WB). 

Capitel ‘RKO) (2,000; 35-42)— 
‘Captains Courageous’ (MG). Second 
week at this house, following initial 
seven days at the Albee. Swell, 
$4,000. Last week, $5,500, dandy. 

Family (RKO) (1,000; 15-25)—‘13th 


be guaranteed exclusive for 90 days. 


ether prior to publication. 


First move by a fanmag editor to combat competish by radio gossipers 
was launched last week by John LeRoy Johnston, Fawcett’s western mab- 
ager, who edicted that all stories written for the mags on assignment must 


Johnston said a number of scripts 


bought on the premise that they were exclusive were cracked via the 
Mags now are assigning all their stories af 
part of the new policy, nothing bought on spec. 


Air raidings on available 


burly’s renaissance quite a sendoff. Chair’ (MG) and ‘Hospital Mystery’ 





(20th), split. Par at $2,000. Last 
° week ‘Promise to Pay’ (Col) and 
‘That I May Live’ (20th), split, 
eet Week Aids | sivo.) “ 
Keith’s (Libson) (1,500; 25-40)— 


‘Married Before Breakfast’ (MG). 
Fair, $4,000. Last week ‘Slim’ (WB), 
$5,000, good. 

Palace (RKO) (2,600; 35-42)—‘New 
Faces of 1937’ (RKO). Tame, $10,000. 
Ditto last week on ‘Emperor's Can- 

















Seattle; ‘Chases, 
attle; Unases, 
| dlesticks’ (MG). 
Annual fleet week started Sunday | 
‘ing into Puget Sound waters. It's Indianapolis, July 13. 
fect at the Blue Mouse, as Leo Hart- | back to theatres after straying away 
Hamrick-Evergreen is giving the|0f ‘Easy Living’ and ‘Last Traio 


‘ > 
League OK $4,800 
“LIVING’-‘LAST TRAIN’ 
(11) and 25,000 gobs are expecied 
‘helping biz, but weather’s too nice. | Natives are beginning to get used 
ley becomes manager this week. With | from the downtown sector for the 
folks soreething different by dropping. | From Madrid,’ is doing surprisingly 


Seattle, July 13. |. 000 ’ 0 S 
FINE $8,000, IND’POLI 
here with biggest armada ever sail- 
New low-price policy goes into ef- | to the hot weather now and coming 
the price trend up in al! lines, the | Past few weeks. Circle, with a dual 


news and features have given many fan editors red necks. 





Majority of the five newsreels, impressed by the intense heat snd 
humidity in New York during last few days, photographed various freak 
angles of hot wave around Manhattan last Friday for use in reel this 
week. The old faithful one about frying an egg on the pavement, the 
improvised shower baths atop skyscrapers in Times Square area, bath- 
ing beauties at the beach, and various means devised for keeping cool 
were included by smart camera boys, 





Bert Holloway and Richard Speers, who recenily transferred from the 
Universal publicity department to Terry de Lapp’s Paramount puflery, 
demanded and got their own conditions before jumping. Terms were (1) 
they come in as a working duo, (2) they get vacations before toiling the 
customary annum, and (3) they handle only A product. 





Following a sneak preview of, ‘Dead End,’ Samuel Goldwyn decided 
to elaborate on several dramatic spots. Lillian Hellman. who did the 
original script, is working out added scenes and Director William Wyler 
and members of the cast will be brought to the studio for another week's 
shooting. 


After turning down Selznick International on the use of ‘Kidnapped as 
the title of a picture, Hays office has had the verboten tag thrown back 
on its doorstep. This time 20th-Fox has taken in the orphan and publicity 


Blue Mouse (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(900; 16-27)—‘Outcasts of Poker Flat’ 
(RKO) and ‘She Had to Eat’ (20th)), 
dual. First week of lower 
policy indicates $2,200, good. Last 
week (32*37-42), ‘Day at Races’ 
(MGM), single 3d week, $3,000, okay. 

Coliseum (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(1,900; 21-32)—---Wake Up and Live’ 


(20th) and ‘Step Lively. Jeeves’ 
(20th), dual. Headed for $3,800, ex- 
cellent. Last week, ‘Old Soak’ (MG) 


and ‘Chan at Olympics’ (20th), dual. 
$3,400, okay. 

Colonial (Sterling) (850: 10-16-21) 
—Dangerous Ffoliday’ (Rep) and 
‘North of Rio Grande’ ‘Par), dual. 
Okay $2,400 looked for. 
‘Mysterious Crossing’ (U) 


and 





(Continued on page 64) 


Estimates for This Week ' 


price | 


Last week, | 


‘Smoke Tree Range’ (U), split with! 


well, td set the best pace among the 
| first runs, while the vaudfilm Lyric 
also keepe its doorman busy with a 
ee of ‘Riding On Air’ and a stage 
snow, 


Estimates for This Week 


Apolle (Fourth Ave.) (1,100; 25- 
40)—'Singing Marine’ (WB). House 
going aiong nicely with single feat- 
ure policy, while all other spots are 
double-billing. Dick Powell, who 
formerly sang here, is putting this 
one in the black nicely at $5,000. 
|Last week ‘Slave Ship’ (20th), in 
| holdover session, did okay at $3.300. 
| Cirele (Monarch) (2,800; 25-40)— 
| ‘Easy Living’ (Par) and ‘Last Train 
'From Madrid’ (Par). Former pic 
Was given a spicy teaser campaign 
jin dailies and is responsible for an 
above-par yross, $8,000. Last week 
'*‘New Faces of 1937’ (RKO) on twin 





| has already cleared the drama desks. 
what's the big idea. 


Similarity in theme between 


Understood this 


bill with ‘Behind the Headlines’ 
(RKO) was moderate at $4,500. 
Loew's (Loew's) (2.400: 


‘Day At Races’ (MG) and ‘Devil is 
Driving’ (Col) (2d wk). Satisfactory 





at $4,250. Same duo opened big with 





first week's take of $9,000. 
Lyric (Olson) 


Now Dave Selznick wants to know 





story submitted to Metro before the 
studio purchased the play ‘Excursion’ cost the outfit an added $10,000. 
figure was split between Byron Morgan and Henry 
Arnold so that there might be no cloud on the screen. title. 


When ‘Emile Zola’ opens at the 5ist St., N. Y., at $2, twice daily, next 
month, it will be minus 600 feet since previewed on the Coast. 


‘Riding On Air’ (RKO) and vaude. 
Joe E. Brown always goes well in 


25-40 )— | this house. Management bought this 


one from opposition circuit and re- 
sults are good at pace indicating 
$9,000. Last week ‘Wings Over Hon- 
olulu’ (U) and Cab Calloway 


(2,000; 25-30-40)— | Was excellent at $11,600. 
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ahh oe PARAMOUNT rings the 


|| box office bell four times 


re in two months with its 
| : | big SUMMER pictures. 
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“| MET HIM IN PARIS” does smash busi- 


ness to start summer off with, doing 130% 
above average business in 30 key runs. 


Second Weeks, Hold-overs, Carry-overs, Extended 
playing time in almost every house. 


Look at the record: 
Seattle . .. 
Portland, Ore. 


San Francisco. . 
New York . . . 


. first run 5 weeks 
first run 4 weeks 
first run 3 weeks 
first run 3 weeks 
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Brooklyn . . 


Rochester . 
Washington 


Columbus .-. 


Cincinnati . 
Dayton . , 


Cleveland . 


Boston . . 


New Orleans . 


Chicago. . 
Indianapolis 


Kansas City - 


Denver. . 
Louisville. . 
Oakland 

San Diego . 


first run 2 weeks 


. first run 2 weeks 


first run 2 weeks 
first run 2 weeks 


. first run 2 weeks 
» first run 2 weeks 


. e o iad o a _ . 


first run 2 weeks 
first run 2 weeks 
first run 2 weeks 
first run 2 weeks 
first run 2 weeks 
first run 2 weeks 
first run 2 weeks 
first run 2 weeks 
first run 2 weeks 
first run 2 weeks 





Hartford . extended playing time 
New Haven extended playing time 
Memphis . extended playing time 
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Two weeks after “| Met Him in Paris” 


PARAMOUNT releases “MOUNTAIN MUSIC" to do 
the Top Summer Business of any picture, doing 
150% above average business in 18 key runs at the 
box offices already and going higher every day. 


Look at the record! 


Seattle . . first run 3 weeks 
Chicago. first run 2 weeks 
indianapolis . ~° first run 2 weeks 
San Francisco first run 2 weeks 
Los Angeles first run 2 weeks 
Louisville . . first run 2 weeks 
San Diego first run 2 weeks 
New York first run 2 weeks 
Rochester . first run 2 weeks 
Cincinnati - first run 2 weeks 
Hartford . . . first run 2 weeks 
Dallas . . . . first run 2 weeks 
Columbus . extended playing time 
New Haven extended playing time 
Memphis . extended playing time 


Knoxville . extended playing time 
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. And right on top of “Mountain Music 
: comes EASY LIVING’... we say it’s the 
| Funniest Picture of the Year... and so 
do all the trade papers! 


aes 


Easy Living’ farce smash. Headed for smash business wherever 
it plays. Designed for the sole purpose of giving the public exactly 
what is wanted. It’s roughhouse. It’s slapstick. It’s o long how!” 
— Hollywood Reporter 





“Easy Living‘ is healthy boisterous entertainment. Promises to be 
one of year’s outstanding pictures. Ace entertainment” 
— Hollywood Variety 





“For all-around, all-audience amusement ‘Easy Living’ will give 
any picture competition” — Motion Picture Daily 









“Easy Living’, directed by Mitchell Leisen, is replete with speedy 
action and glorified slapstick. The results are dynamic for humor 
and the prescriptions seem right for today. The production should 

\ follow successfully after ‘| Met Him in Paris’ on the Paramount 
schedule” — Edwin Schallert, Los Angeles Times 
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And two weeks after “Easy Living “comes 
“EXCLUSIVE”. . . the reports on this pic- 
ture (and they are reliable) indicate that 
this is one of the top melodramas of this 
or any time...a melodrama with comedy, 
romance and pace that leaves you 


breathless...a melodrama with three top 


. names...a picture that is PARAMOUNT’S 


Fourth Summer Smash in a row. 
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Richman Takes Over London Nitery 
For Month; Ist Wk. $6,000 Profit 








London, July 4. 
Harry Richman is the first Amer- 
ican artist to lease a night spot from 
the owners on this side. 
It happened this way. Richman 
was a hit at the Cafe de Paris re- 


cently and Martinus Poulsen wanted 
him back, but would not pay more 
than $3,000, while Richman asked for 
$3,500. So Richman suggested that 
he pay Poulsen the same money the 
spot took in last July, when Beatrice 
Lillie played there for the month. 
To which Poulsen readily agreed. 
Richman has Florence Desmond 
supporting him, and pays her $500 
per week, with percentage of profits. 
First night of opening Richman and 
Miss Desmond held the stage over 60 
minutes, with the American song- 
ster doing all the numbers he did 
with Frances Williams and June 
Knight in New York, besides intro- 


ducing several blackouts, which has | 
never been attempted in nite spots 


here. 


+ 
| 


Int. Group in Dutch 


| Indies for Feature 


1 


| The Hague, July 2. 


An international trio of film- 
specialists is now in Netherland 
(India: Dr, Fejos, an American, who 
will act as director; Frank Frederik- 
son, Danish, who will be the camera 
|man, and M. Leyonkufondt, tech- 
| nical expert, Swedish. 

They are going to shoot films in 
|the less known islands of that 
| colony, Flores and Komodo, and also 
| New Guinea. 


3 PLAYS DEBUT 
IN LONDON: 
| FOLDS 





Since opening the house has been | 


so jammed that dancing has had to) 
It is figured that | 


be abandoned. 
Richman will get, for his end, nearly 
$6,000, with Poulsen burning. Is in 
for four weeks, then goes to Deau- 
ville for two weeks, and already has 
an offer to operate his own nitery in 
London. 


FOREIGN FILM EXECS 
ALL OVER THE MAP 


Max Milder, Warners’ British 
chieftain, sails back to his post to- 
day (Wednesday) after three weeks 
of New York h.o. confabs. It was 
just his usual annual chatter session. 

Joe Friedman, Columbia’s British 
Tep, is in town talking things over 
with J. H. Seidelman, company’s 
foreign boss. Sam Eckman, Jr., 
Metro’s British rep, sailed back Fri- 
day (9) after two weeks of the same. 

Arthur Loew, head of Metro’s for- 
eign department, is off on a vacation 
on his yacht. And just to be sure 
it’s a vacation, and none can reach 
him, he has left no address. Just 
cruising around for two weeks, come 
what may. 


Maybe It Would Be 
Better Idea to Cut Pix 


Buenos Aires, June 24. 

Suggestion by President Justo 
here that all picture houses wind up 
their programs not later than mid- 
night has aroused much discussion 
on the editorial pages of the dailies 
here. Many favor the plan, claim- 
ing it is bad mentally and physically 
for the working population to hold 
out until three and four in the morn- 
ing for the late: picture shows. 











Francisco Iaria and Santiago 
Lopez, speaking for the Socie- 
dad de Cinematografos Theatre 


Owners Society, say that the cus- 
tomary minimum of five full length 
pix per program in S.A. theatres 
positively forbids the cutting of 
hours. Claim the loss, of midnight 
patronage would be much too heavy 
to support. 





“Mile. Docteur’ Shooting 


London, July 5. 

Max Schach’s Trafalgar Films pro- 
duction of Dita Parlo’s new English 
film, ‘Mademoiselle Docteur,’ is now 
shooting at Worton Hall for United 
Artists, 

Based on an authentic spy story 
of the Great War and shows Erich 
Von Stroheim in the role of chief 
of the German intelligence service, 
with John Loder in the opposing 
English role, Claire Luce as a dancer, 
and Clifford Evans and Gyles Isham 
im supporting characters. Edmond 
T. Greville will direct. 





Durant’s New RKO Post 

Norman N. Durant, sales manager 
for RKO over India, Burma and Cey- 
fon, sails today (Wed) for Naples, 
ag which he will embark for Bom- 

ay. 

Appointment of Durant was made 
to take added duties off shoulders 
of Reginatd Armour, g.m. of the Far 
East, who has had direct charge of 
the India branch. 


London, July 13. 

‘A Spot of Bother,’ which opened 
July 6 at the Strand, is another 
farcical vehicle for Alfred Drayton 
and Robertson Hare. While not up 
to the standard of its predecessor, it 
was well received. 

‘They Came by Night,’ which de- 
buted at the Globe Wednesday night 
(7), is a comedy crook melodrama 
by Barre Lyndon, author of ‘Dr. Clit- 
terhouse.’ Well received and a likely 
success. 

‘Women of Property,’ which bowed 
in at the Queens July 8, is a transla- 
tion from the Finnish and a rather 
feeble imitation of Ibsen. It’s un- 
likely for success. 

‘Satyr’ closed Saturday (10) after 
three and a half weeks. 


Pix and Tele 


(Continued from page 3) 
for televizing. All four divisions go 
to making the finished story found 
in motion pictures. And a tele- 
vision program comparable with 
radio broadcasts must be as letter- 
perfect as a completed screen vehicle. 

Embargos 

Realization of this had led many 
studios to safeguard their reservoirs 
of taient by making stipulation re- 
garding television in contracts signed 
recently and those being framed for 
the future. 

Aside from the fact that producer- 
distributor firms always desire to 
protect the exhibitors, who pay the 
bills in the long run, it is simple 
business acumen not to permit use 
of films for television programs. 
They figure that the top price obtain- 
able on a feature film for sight- 
sound broadcast would be $100,000 
(and then in only rare instances). 
This broadcast would immediately 
| and automatically kill the rental pos- 
| sibilities of the picture. Few indus- 
i try leaders envision producers or 
distributors permitting use of a print 
for televizing when it would spoil 
the chance of getting $1,000,000 re- 
turn in rentals. 

While some have suggested that 
screen stars and other talent from 
Hollywood might be used in tele- 
vision broadcasts, this is held im- 
possible except over a limited area, 
perhaps California or parts of it, 
without the use of a nation-wide 
co-axial cable system, considered 
necessary for television transmis- 
sion. Enormous cost of this sort of 
| a cable network is expected to keep 
, television from being employed save 
|as a strictly local proposition for 
years to come. 

Even on a local scale, in an area 
within 40 miles, few industry chief- 
tains fail to see where it would fit 
into a picture theatre excepting as 
a novelty stunt for one or two brief 
programs daily. The cost of this 
undoubtedly would keep any tele- 
| vision out of except a few of the 
most de luxe theatres. 
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| London, July 13. 
| Press demonstration of five by 
four feet television was given yes- 
| terday by Scophny. It was the best 
lever given here. 

Samuel Sagall, managing director, 
says full size television screen should 
| be ready before the end of the year 
and it would shortly be possible to 
televise the entire Covent Garden 
ballet to 500 cinemas in Greater 
London. 








Sally Rand 


(Continued from page 1) 














you see it, now you don’t’ business. 
(Not, of course, that she isn’t proud 
to be a fan-dancer, anyway.) 

For Miss Rand’s been told that 
teasers seek to bridge the gap be- 
tween auditorium and stage, to tear 
down the barrier of the footlights, 
to become one with their audience, 
to get, you might say, ‘ramilfiar.’ 
Stripping, she hears, is a highly ‘per- 
sonal’ art. Well, Miss Rand’s is not, 

Immune to It All 

Miss Rand makes no attempt to 
‘personalize’ her numper or her 
‘nudity.’ Miss Rand merely happens 
to be dancing around without any 
clothes, and if the audience hap- 
pens to notice, she can’t help it. She 
works in a cold blue light; she pro- 
vides a scrim further to maintain her 
aloofness, and she dances to De- 
bussy, Beethoven and Brahms. They, 
the strippers, ‘swing it,’ they’ve got 
to have hot numbers to sell their 
stuff, but all that Miss Rand requires 
to get in the mood is Debussy, Bee- 
thoven and Brahms. That’s because 
her work is ethereal. ‘My dance is 
completely abstract,’ she says. 

If fact, Miss Rand is never so 
‘mental’ as when she is 
When the pit band is playing Bee- 
thoven and the cold blue light is 
picking her out from the black vel- 
vet set and her white fans are float- 
ing upward and the hushed house is 
straining forward in its seats—‘that’s 
the one time I get to do my concen- 
trated thinking,’ she says. ‘It’s the 
one time I achieve complete alone- 
ness.’ While the others contemplate 
her-er-navel, that’s the very time 
Miss Rand herself contemplates ‘the 
unreality of material things,’ she 
says. 

But since Miss Rand doesn’t be- 
lieve in any sort of limitations what- 
ever, she also employs the spiritual 
solitude she attains only while danc- 
ing before an audience, in contem- 
plating their reality too. Though in 
her fan dance, her body may be en- 
gaged in ‘epitomizing a bird in 
flight, expressed, in two-dimensional 
design, by the pattern of two circles 
to a straight line,’ or, in her bubble 
dance, her earthly clay may be busy 
‘portraying the pure abstract, for 
unlike my fan dance, my bubble 
dance has no deep meaning of any 
kind. You might compare my fan 
dance to a frieze of nymphs, and 
my bubble dance to the classic 
acanthus leaf pattern, or maybe to 
the three-dimensional sphere. That’s 
it, the circle of life. Woman. It’s 
round, like woman. It takes round 
music—the Waltz in A Flat,’ Miss 
Rand said, analytically. Though her 
feet may be always on the ground, 
her mind admits to no limitations, 
and dwells upon the practical as well 
as the metaphysical with equal ear- 
nestness. Fortunately Miss Rand does 
plenty of dancing, because she’s got 
plenty to think about. 

There is, for instance, the riddle 
of her own personality. Miss Rand 
has come to the conclusion that she’s 
an extrovert, she says. She has an 
enormous curiosity about things. 
She’s curious about life and people 
and the great middle class—‘they’re 
the ones who pay off Garbo’s salary,’ 
she muses—but especially, she's 
curious about the advisability of flat 
guarantees versus a percentage of the 
gross. In fact, when she comes right 
down to it, ‘All I want to know is 
how much?’ she says. 

Just a Big-Sister Type 

But when she summarizes her 
musings so, Miss Rand is a little hard 
on herself. For only a moment be- 
fore she had been saying, ‘I sincerely 
like people, I really do. I like them 
in the mass, great ticket-buying 
masses. I’ve never been able to get 
up scorn for Rotary Clubs, nor curl 
my lip at their Women’s Guilds, I 
love to go to their meetings, to make 
little speeches to them when I hit 
a new town, to listen to their own 
goings-on. I’m impressed as hell at 
those who, while telling what to 
them seem ribald little jokes, take 
care of their own. Of the halt, the 
lame and the blind. If they’re Bab- 
bitts, so what? All over the country 
they have the same idea—the beauti- 
ful idea of Service. And so I love 
to go to their meetings, for when I 
can find out what they think, I can 
put on a better show for them. I, 
too, can serve. And after I make 
my little speech to them, they come 
up to me and tell me how surprised 
they are to find what a real homey 
person I am. That’s just as effec- 
tive as aloof, unreachable glamour. 
Glamour, being seen only in the best 
places with the best people-—bah! I 
have neither the face nor the figure 
—nor the time for it. All I want 
to know is. do I get paid off; and I 





prefer to associate with people who 
are the same way. In my profession, 


fanning. | 





——s 


GU. Splits Away from Hoyts; Anzac 
Film Franchising to Be Realigned 





Waller’s ‘Room Service’ 
In London; Abbott Stages 


London, July 13. | 

Jack Waller has acquired London 
rights to ‘Room Service,’ American 
comedy hit, having outbid two com- 
petitors. 

George Abbott, producer of New 
York show, is due here week after 
next to stage piece here. Romney | 
Brent has been signed for one of 
the leads. 


Ambrose Almost 
Played in Paris; 
Suit in Offing 


London, July 4. | 

Ambrose, English band impresario, | 
is getting ready to sue Edmund Sayag | 
for breach of contract and damages | 
for $20,000, including $15,000 of sal- 
ary. Sayag booked Ambrose and his | 
band for three weeks at the Monte | 
Carlo restaurant, Paris, and when | 
the band arrived to open the res- | 
taurant was not yet ready. 

As an alternative Sayag offered | 
Ambrose the Chateau de Madrid, | 
and to double in a nite spot. For- | 
mer being in the open, Ambrose | 
turned it down cold. After week of | 
exchanging temperaments, band | 
leader collected his outfit and went 
home. 

Ambrose resumes at Ciro’s, his | 
own club, where Jack Harris and 
his band substituted while he was 
away. 





Museum Film | 


The Hague, July 2. 
Otto van Neyenhoff, Dutch camera- 
man, is at present shooting films in ' 
the Ryksmuseum (Museum of the | 
Dutch government) in Amsterdam. | 
Idea is that visitors will see the film 
first and then pay more attention 
to special features of the Museum 

when they know what to lock for. 
Not only the exhibited pictures, 





| 
| 
| 
} 


historic pieces, etc., are to be filmed, 


but also the public. Neyenhoff 
claims he is succeeding in getting 
on the camera the reaction of the 
public on seeing various specimens. 
Film will be released by Universal. 





Greta Keller at Hague 


The Hague, July 2. 

At the Kursaal in Scheveningen 
show is headed by Greta Keller, who 
is a panic here. She will also appear 
one night at the Palais de Danse, 
where at present Moreton and Kaye, 
jazz pianists, are the craze. Other 
attractions at the resort are the 
Kursaal-Cabaret, the Cabaret on the 
Pier and a Luna Park. 





I've got to choose between having it 
on the ball when I need it, or being 
glamorous and all that kind of 


hooey. Well, I'd rather have it on | (mom) 


the ball.’ 
And This for Grover Whalen 
Having it on the ball, Miss Rand 


is able to figure out what was eating | 
he an-| 
nounced that there'd be no Sally | 


Mr. Grover Whalen when 


Rands at his Fair. He wasn't get- 
ting too much space in the papers 
at the time, she thinks, so his press 


only to say something about Sally 


| that 


| pictures is the problerr. 


| Management 


_~ 





lin its 
| (Union) and still playing to capacity. 


Sydney, July 13. 
Greater Union has decided to go 
solo despite everything and witl 
break away from Hoyts on Jan. 1. 
This is a surprise new development 


lin view of the fact that Stuart F. 
| Doyle was forced out 


of Greater 
Union merely because he insisted on 
a split. Other members of the com- 
pany’s firm fought him on that, feel- 
ing that amalgamation with Hoyts 
was more favorable to both, with 
battle the direct answer io his 
departure, 
Norman Rydge, 


who succeeded 


| Doyle at the helm of Greater Union, 


claims he has been offered ample 
local finance for continuance of de- 


| velopment policies of the chain on 


a solo basis. 

Just where Rydge is going to vet 
He claws 
he has enough and knows wher he 
can get more, but the fact remaits 
that Charles Munro, during his re- 
cent American visit, tied up practi- 
cally everything available. Munro 
has cornered Columbia, Univers*l, 
United Artists, 20th-Fox and War- 
ners. Paramount and Metro are lone 
wolves here, with their own houses, 
plus ‘tieups with indies, leaving no 
major film product possible for 
Union unless it chooses te go British 
or indie. 

This may, of course, develop in 
Metro or Paramount, or both, fixing 
a deal with Greater Union which 
would put the latter in a healthier 
position. Whether this can be ar- 
ranged in view of existing arrange- 
ments is doubtful since a lot of the 
M-G and Par spots are in direct 
GU opposition. 

It all may also lead to a return 


| of Stuart Doyle, despite the latter's 
_insistence that he is fed up on pic- 


ture business, 





STRIKE SHUTTERS 


TIVOLI IN SYDNEY 


Sydney, July 13. 

Deadlock between the Tivoli chain 
and Theatrical Em- 
ployees Union as regards the pay- 
ment of a basic wage increase of 
60c per person, resulted in a shut- 
down of vaude in Sydney Saturday 
night (10), 

American acts at the Tivoli, local 
name house of the chain, included 
Harmony Kings, Meran and Weiser, 
Deys, Perry and Lillian. 

Settlement of the battle is expected 
soon, but meantime the theatre re- 





| mains shut. 





“MAYTIME’ TOPS S. AFR. 





| Mostly U.S. Pix Showing and Biz 


Plenty Oke 





Capetown, June 22. 
Top draw here is ‘Maytime’ (MGM> 
third week at the Plaza 


House was forced to inaugurale a 
thrice-daily policy, with one show 
morning, afternoon and evening. 

All other pix here are American, 
‘Three Men on a Horse’ (WB), New 
Grand (ACT); ‘Born to Dance’ 
Royal (Union); ‘Rhythym 


)on the Range’ (Par), Apolio (ACT); 


‘Casino de 
(ACT). 

In Johannesburg U.S. pix are tops 
with four, ‘Witness Chair’ (RKO), 
Palladium, (ACT); ‘Cain and Mabel’ 


Paris’ (WB), Elstree 


| (WB), Standard (ACT); ‘Sky Parade’ 
| (Par), Plaza (ACT); ‘Dark Journey’ 
agent got the idea that if he were | (MGM), 
| British, ‘For Valour’ (GB), Coliseum 


Metro (MGM), and two 


Rand, he could ride along on what | {ACT); ‘It's in the Bag’ (British), 


her name would bring in. She 
doesn’t mind, though. His statement 
only gave her importance. It only 
made people say, ‘Saliy Rand must 
be mighty big, if a great big world’s 
fair has to go into conference and 
decide to ban her.’ 

And the World’s Fair wil find out. 

‘Why do people come to fairs?’ she 
asks. ‘Because they don’t want to 
stay at home. So you've got to give 
them something they don’t see at 
home. 
education. After all, how much edu- 
cation can they take? 
give them something to take their 
mind off all the education the Fair 
subjects them to—some spectacle. 
some form of strong, sock entertain- 
ment—something that makes them 
feel, ‘I've seen this, or I haveu't seen 
the Fair’? Miss Rand said. si«nifi- 
cantly, 


They want a good time, not. 


You've got to | 


| Prince’s (Indie), 
Durban is also 100% American. 
currently having ‘Old Hutch’ (MGM), 


| Prince’s {ACT); ‘Show Boat’ (U). 


| Criterion (ACT); ‘Piceadilly Jim’ 
| (MGM), King’s (Union); ‘General 
| Died at Dawn’ (Par), Playhouse 


| (ACT); ‘Irish in Us’ (WB), Alhambra 
| (ACT); ‘Servant’s Entrance’ (20th), 
|Avenue (ACT); ‘Special Investi- 
gator’ (RKO, Cameo (Indie). 





Newsreel Exploitation 
The Hague, July 2. 

As a special stunt, the Cineac Co., 
Ltd., which runs newsreel-cinemas 
| in Europe, has bought the paste Fng- 
| lish crown jewels, which were used 
j at rehearsals at the Abbey in Lon- 
| don. 
| They are at present on view in 
the hall of one of the two Cineac 
‘houses in The Hague. 
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National Labor Laws, When and If 
Enacted Permanently, Would Apply 
To Show Biz but Unlikely to Affect 





Washington, July 13. 

Permanent national labor stand- 
ards law, which has doubtful chance 
of enactment this session, will apply 
technically to film production and 
distribution, may hit exhibition, but 
actually will make slight difference 
to the bulk of the picture business. 

Without waiting for the slow-mov- 
ing house group, the senate labor 
committee Thursday (8) reported a 
much-modified version of the brain 
trust measure which puts definite 
limitations on the scope of power 
delegated to the proposed regulatory 
agency and contemplates gradual 
rather than abrupt improvement of 
working conditions. Bill will not get 
attention in the senate, however, un- 
til the finish of the supreme court 
controversy, which may last for sev- 
eral weeks, 


Exact effect of the measure on film 
enterprises remained conjectural, 
with solons unable to clarify some 
of the fundamental provisions. From 
all indications, few units of the pic- 
ture industry need worry about 
being upset by the new government 
venture in labor control. 

As perfected, the bill allows the 
contemplated Labor Standards Board 
to fix hours and wages at a point 
which would eradicate ‘oppressive’ 
working conditions. The agency is 

(Continued on page 70) 





Court Indicates 
Orph Stockholders’ 
Claims Will Be K.0.'d 


Orpheum Circuit stockholders who 
have been battling, so far unsuc- 
cessfully, the sale of the defunct 
corporation’s assets to Stadium The- 
atres Corp., for $700,000, and for 
the right to intervene in RKO re- 
organization proceedings, brought 
their grievances to the U. S. Circuit 
Court of Appeals, N. Y., Thursday 
(8). Through their counsel, Isador J. 
Kresel, the group claimed they are 
entitled to be represented in the 
RKO hearings, on the basis that 
Orpheum was a subsidiary of RKO. 
They appealed from District Judge 
Robert P. Patterson’s ruling denying 
them this right and also his refusal 
to stop the Orpheum-Stadium deal. 

‘During the months preceding the 
filing of the voluntary petition in 
bankruptcy by Orpheum,’ Kresel ar- 
gued before the higher court, ‘RKO, 
working through its ownership of 
voting stock, caused all the assets 
and property, except $3,000, which 
had a book value of $6,800,000, to be 
transferred to KAO. On April 1, 
1913, these assets were placed in the 
name of the Stadium Theatres Corp., 
which is another RKO subsidiary. 
The transfer was made purportedly 
to furnish security for a debt. 

‘As a result of this manipulation, 
Orpheum creditors will get 30c. on 
the dollar and the stockholders noth- 
ing, while RKO creditors will re- 
ceive full payment and its stockhold- 
ers will receive substantial value in 
securities.’ 

Disputing Kresel’s contention that 
Orpheum was solvent, Edward K. 
Hanlen, for the trustee, said the 
Stadium offer was the best obtain- 
able. 

Jules C. Randall, on behalf of 
Philip J. Snyder, debenture trustee, 
said that Orpheum Circuit had been 
hard hit during the depression and 
had to borrow from KAO, which in 
turn borrowed from RKO. The lat- 
ter was given indentures amounting 
to $2,800,000 as a guarantee of pay- 
ment. 

Although it reserved decision on 
the Kresel motions, two of the three 
judges sitting gave an indication of 
their attitude on the stockholders’ 
contentions. After noting that the 
appraisal of Orpheum properties in- 
dicated that the corporation was 
insolvent, Judge Learned Hand re- 
marked: ‘If the appraisal is correct 
you have no standing.’ 

Judge Augustus N. Hand com- 
mented, ‘The idea that you can get 
something for stockholders when 
creditors get perhaps 15c. on the 
dollar is abhorrent to me.’ 

Kresel said that if suit was insti- 
tuted to recover the assets trans- 
ferred way from Orpheum, creditors 
would get full payment and stock- 
holders would get worth-while se- 
curities. 





Typed Even So 








Hollywood, July 13. 
Walter Wanger has found a 
way to play Humphrey Bogart, 
Warners’ brilliant bad man, as 
a different kind of heavy. 
In ‘Stand-In’ he’s cast him as 
a producer. 














32 WB, U PHILLY 
STENOGS, ETC. 
SIT DOWN 


Philadelphia, July 13. 

Thirty two employees in two of 
Philly’s film exchanges are on a sit- 
down strike which started yesterday 
(Thursday) morning. The exchanges 
affected are Vitagraph-Warners and 
Universal, 19 in former and 13 in 
latter. They include stenographers, 
bookkeepers and other office work- 
ers. Kick, as usual, is subject of de- 
mands for sole bargaining rights. 
The employees affected are not in- 
cluded in A. F. of L. affiliations of 
other exchange workers and are all 


members of the United Office and 
Professional Workers of America, 
Local 2, a C.LO. affiliate. 

Louis Vennett, business manager 
of the union, stated that the strike 
was called after three weeks of 
fruitless conferences with heads of 
exchanges, The workers want salary 
increases, union recognition and a 
closed shop. 

There has been talk that employees 
of the Paramount exchange may join 
the sit-down, though not as yet. 
Pickets have been walking up and 
down in front of the exchanges af- 
fected. 


Roxy Gold Noteholders’ 
Stymie Irks Legalists 


Roxy gold noteholders who have 
been hedging on giving consent to 
the theatre’s reorganization plan 
were threatened Friday (9) with 
foreclosure proceedings by Carlos 
Israel, counsel for the Pounds pre- 
ferred bondholders committee, un- 
less they mark time within a week. 
This step would place the bond- 
holders in a similar position as the 
stockholders who will receive $1 a 
share for their holdings and this 
only through 20th Century-Fox, the 
new parent of the Roxy. 

Israel made the threat at a hear- 
ing before Federal Judge Francis 
G. Gaffey, who is seeking to iron 
out the edges preparatory to 20th- 
Fox taking over control of the house 
for the next 20 years. Under the 
77B bankruptcy law, two-thirds con- 
sent of the first mortgage bond- 
holders is necessary in reorganiza- 
tion proceedings. Israel announced 
that holders of $2,405,941 first mort- 
gage holders, or $9,000 more than 
necessary, have been received, but 
the proponents of the plan were 
still shy the consents of holders 
of about $50,000 of gold notes. He 
figures the only way to force them 
to agree is to place them on the 
spot through foreclosure. 

Since Judge Caffey okayed the 
debenture and film franchise relat- 
ing to the theatre last Tuesday (6), 
he has received several petitions 
from brokers who claim fees for 
services rendered in connection with 
the 20th-Fox Roxy deal. All claim 
credit for having a hand in bringing 
the deal to a successful windup. 

The court's attitude toward the 
applicants was shown Friday (9) 
when he denied the petition of the 
Romoa-Kenny Co., and George M. 
Garsson, brokers, who asked $50,952 
in fees. Although he denied the 
request, Judge Caffey said he did so 
without prejudice and suggested the 
applicants as well as others file their 
petitions at ‘the proper time.’ 

Judge Caffey will hold another 
hearing Friday (16). 














Sherman’s $150,961 Suit 
Due Up Again Tomorrow 


Although an indictment against 
Harry Sherman, former president of 
Local 306, Moving Picture Machine 
Operators of N. Y., was quashed on 
a 22-page recommendation of the 
District Attorney’s office, which was 
unique for its length and language, 
that being last March, efforts of a 
306-group to carry on against Sher- 


—=—23 


Studio-Labor Contract Signing 
Stalled by Strike-Breaker Ruling: 
Agents and Riding Actors Ors. 








man now has him in a spot where 
he has to defend action attempting | 
to force him to personally return | 
most of the money over which the | 
indictment was broug’t.. 

This is revealed through a report | 
of George Brokaw Compton, special | 
referee, recommending that Sher- 
man be required to pay into Local | 
306 a total of $150,961. When he was 
indicted, on complaint of enemies in 
306 who assertedly were part of the | 
old Sam Kaplan regime, it was over | 
a question of $156,000 which Sher- 
man declared he had spent for the 
union. He had been given the right 
to disburse money in behalf of 306 
on his authority alone at a time 
when the 306 local wz. in bad shape, 
following Kaplan’s administration, 
and was facing troubles with other 
unions that had to be settled in some 
way. 

The recommendation of Special 
Referee Compton, on which there 
will be a hearing tomorrow (Thurs.), 
follows a suit for an accounting of 
union funds spent during Sherman’s 
presidency on which Compton has 
been taking private testimony. 
Three members of 306 last Thursday 
(8) moved that the report be con- 
firmed, but hearing was set for the 
following day (9) and then ad- 
journed. Sherman’s attorneys asked 
for the adjournment in order to have 
more time in which to prepare an 
answer, 


PLEADING TAX 
BREAK FOR 
FILMERS 


Roger Marchetti, Hollywood attor- 
ney, left New York Sunday (11) for 
Washington, where he will try to 
promote legislation to reduce ine 
come taxes paid by picture stars. 
Present rate paid by actors calls for 
a tax of $41,000 on a $100,000 income. 

Marchetti contends that in other 
businesses, oils and minerals, for ex- 
ample, allowance of 25% annually 
is made for depreciation and that 
theatrical personalities should be 
granted a similar allowance. In their 
case, however, he terms its deple- 
tion. 


Operators’ Stance On 
~ Fleischer Up Wed. (21) 


Question of active participation by 
the Moving Picture Machine Oper- 
ators Union, Local 306, in the Com- 
mercial Artists and Designers Union 
strike against the Max Fleischer 
studios, N. Y., has not been decided. 
Vote on the matter was not reached 
at last Wednesday’s (7) meeting of 
the 306 membership. It was dis- 
cussed then and will come up for 
renewed consideration and probable 
vote at the next meeting of the 
union, scheduled for next Wednes- 
day (21). ] 

Although the sentiment among the 
MPMOU membership is strongly be- 
hind the CADU strikers, there is no 
certainty that the vote will be in 
favor of boycotting the Fleischer 
product. Even if it is, permission 
will have to be obtained from the 
International Alliance of Theatrical 
Stage Employees executive board to 
refuse to handle the Fleischer car- 
toons. This permission was prévi- 
ously denied when the 306 executive 
board voted a boycott. Idea of the 
coming meeting is that the IATSE 
board might not turn down the ex- 
pressed sentiment of the entire 
MPMOU membership. 

Outcome of the strike appears to 
hinge almost entirely on the vote 
and the resultant action by the IA 
board. Felt that a boycott by 306 
would quickly beat Fleischer, while 
a nix by the membership or the 
IATSE board would be a sharp set- 
back to the CADU, breaking the 
strike or prolonging it indefinitely. 
Reason advanced by the IATSE 
board in nixing the previous 306 
move was that it would violate op- 
erator contracts with theatres. 














Turn About 





Hollywood, July 13. 

Harry Green and Fred Buick 
are back together again, but the 
old order is reversed. Eight 
years ago Buick managed 
Green, then a stage comic. 

Now Green, an agent, is 
handling Buick, who just came 
in from Australia, where he 
was “The Voice of Hollywood’ 
in radio there. 














GB Committed 
To Individual 
Selling of Pix 


‘As far as Gaumont-British’s finan- 
cial status is concerned, one major 
American company has had an in- 
terest in Gaumont-British for some 
time, and only recently another 
major company saw fit to buy its 
way into GB. You can’t ask for any- 
thing better than that.’ This was 
Arthur A. Lee, vice-president of G-B 
of America, Inc., speaking at the 
opening session of the company’s 
three day sales convention which got 
under way in N, Y., Friday (9). 

Lee was addressing sales repre- 
sentatives and home officials from 
various parts of the country to 
whom he announced that George W. 
Weeks, general sales manager, was 
remaining in this capacity with the 
firm. 

Weeks who addressed the meeting 
on Saturday (10) announced that GB 
will distribute 12 feature films for 
the coming season in America. The 
company’s sales policy is to be a 
broad one, Weeks told his salesmen 
and wherever it is desired, the GB 
program will be sold on a picture- 
by-picture basis. 

‘Because we are going in for indi- 
vidual, rather than mass production, 
our pictures can be handled and 
sold individually,” Weeks told the 
assemblage. 

This is GB’s fourth season in 
America and the meeting was at- 
tended by exchangemen from GB’s 
offices around the country. 

Budd Rogers, American represent- 
ative for British International Pic- 
tures, was among the guest speakers 
who addressed the convention. 

The home office executive staff 
attending the convention included 
Clinton M. White, asst. general sales 
manager; Albert Margolies, publicity 
director; Al Selig, advertising and 
exploitation manager; Arthur Green- 
blatt, circuit sales manager; Charles 
W. Leach, secretary; Reg Wilson, 
Kenneth Hodkinson and William 
Berry, special sales representatives; 
Claude MacGowan, comptroller; C. 
E. Schwengeler, B. J. Kearney and 
H. William Fitelson, counsel to the 
company. 


Loew’s $17,018,081 Net 
Profit for 40 Weeks 


Loew’s, Inc., has issued a compara- 
tive earning statement of the com- 
pany for the 40 weeks ended June 3, 
1937, showing that the company’s net 
was considerably greater for this 
period than for the similar period, 
1936. The net earnings per share on 
the preferred stock was $85.68 and 
the per share earnings on the com- 
mon stock averaged $7.07 per share. 

The company’s share of operating 
profit after subsidiaries’ preferred 
dividends was $17,018,081, and the 
aggregate net without provision for 
surtaxes on undistributed profits was 
$11,714,712 after depreciation and 
taxes of $5,303,359. 

For the similar period, 1936, the 
company’s per share earning on pre- 
ferred was $54.06 and the net earn- 
ings on the common stock averaged 
$4.47. 

Aggregate net was $7,390,495 and 
the company’s share of operating 
profit after subsidiaries’ preferred 
dividends was $11,488,106. Depreci- 
ation and taxes for this period 
amounted to $4,097,611. 














Hollywood, July 13, 

Disposition of men hired during 
the May studio strike and jurisdic. 
tion disputes between various crafis 
affiliated with the American Feder. 
ation of Labor are blocking signing 
of contracts between the producers 
and workers in film industry. 


Metro and Warners are insisting 
that about 25 non-union painters be 


admitted to membership in Motion 
Picture Painters Local 644. Warners 


is reported to have advanced $1,400 
initiation fee for men. Painters in- 
sisted that all men hired during 
strike be evacuated from studios and 
called 10-minute strike at Warners 
until non-union men were 
missed. 

Several conferences were held be- 
tween studio production managers 
and Herbert Sorrell, business repre- 
sentative of painters, but no agree- 
ment was reached. Sorrell con- 
tended the men could not pass the 
required test, and said even should 
they pass examination it still would 
be necessary for them to get unani- 
mous vote of Local 644 before they 
could receive cards. He insisted 
latter would be impossible. 

Problem finally was referred to 
Pat Casey, producer labor contact, 
for settlement. Sorrell claims men 
will not work with ‘strikebreakers’ 
and that strike is certain to follow 
if studios insist on working non- 
union men, 

Studios claim preliminary agree- 
ment signed with painters called for 
qualified men to be admitted to 
membership. 


Dispute Over Draftsmen 


Agreements between producers 
and makeup artists, hair stylists and 
scenic artists have been delayed by 
jurisdiction dispute over draftsmen 
between United Scenic Artists Lo- 
cal 721, International Alliance of 
Theatrical Stage Employes and So- 
ciety of Motion Picture Set Designe 
ers. Latter has asked National La- 
bor Relations Board to hold election 
of draftsmen to select bargaining 
representative. 

Signing of contract between pro- 
ducers and Studio Utility Employes 
Local 724 has also been delayed by 
jurisdiction dispute between SUE 
and IATSE, Latter has issued Class 
B cards to laborers and is claiming 
jurisdiction over all laborers actue 
ally engaged in film production, 

Actors’ agents completed organi- 
zation of Artists Managers Guild 
last week and named executive com- 
mittee to direct cffairs of organiza- 
tion. Committee is composed of 
M. C, Levee, Frank Vincent, John 
Hyde, Bert Allenberg and Leland 
Hayward. Guild has opened offices 
in California Bank building in Bev- 
erly Hills, with Julia Johnson, as- 
sistant secretary, in charge. 

Guild was organized by 13 lead- 
ing agents, but smaller percenters 
will be invited to join up when code 
of ethics is drafted by executive 
committee. 


Cavalry Rescue Nixed 


Riding Actors Association came to 
life last Week and halted location 
shots w'th United States cavalry at 
Monterey on Warners’ ‘Sergeant 
Murphy’ by filing protest with 
President Roosevelt. Permission for 
use of troops was withdrawn by 
army chief of staff, bus Warners said 
delay was only temporary and that 
problem would be ironed out with 
Screen Actors Guild, Guild shop 
contracts exempts use of armed 
forces for atmosphere shots. 


Rudd’s Newsreel Post 


Major H. G. Rudd, veteran con- 
tact man and assistant news editor 
at Pathe News, leaves at the end 
of this week to go with Embassy 
newsreel theatres. With the open- 
ing of the third house in this cir- 
cuit in the Bronx Sept. 1, Rudd will 
act in supervisory capacity over all 
three theatres. Understood that 
his title will be managing director, 
but this is to be settled later. 

With the Jaunching of the 1 ird 
theatre on Fordham Road, the Bronx, 
the Embassy group. will have 1,700 
seats in the greater metropolitan 
area, Embassy, on Broadway, has 


dis- 





800 seats, while the Bronx house 
seats 600. Newark theatre has J0J 
seat capacity. 
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DIRECTED BY ROWLAND V.LEE 
- An EDWARD SMALL PRODUCTION 


BASES ON ig ARG THE oToRy 
BOOK OF DANIEL EL DREW by BOCK wuts SAUL2 RoRAgR Banont 4 MATTHEW JOSEPHSON 
























i 
. - reaching everybody who travels anywhere 
ty entertainment message to more than 30,000,000! 
V ance billboard campaign pre-selling seats for showmen 
fan important coming attraction spread to every city, town 
"fet along every traffic artery and byway in the country!.. 


THAT’S RKO RADIO SHOW CO-OPER- 
ATION ON THE YEAR’S BIG PICTURE 
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Features Akim Tamiroff, Maye 
Genevieve Tobin, 
William Demarest. pi- 
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SARATOGA without setting any bsx office on igs f distinctly. or ng Sag ge and Alan} THE GREAT GAMBINI 
con rg 1-3 cio, Meares Miniature Reviews rane. Peat Ea oe Paramount release of B. P. Schulberg 
WIT } and star a al. - ure c . a ee r 
; —— - Film ia” eae a standout because names, outside nag ir it we eae production ewes 2 
Glendale, Calif. July 13. | Frances Marion’s screenplay, for one ‘Saratega’ (M-G). Postumous || >Y et great pe Salted with confe | eins Denny, 
Be enn AA oe wan xtare Clark | thing, has lost a great deal of James Jean Harlow starrer, with Clark be a Pp rected by Charles Vidor. 


Gable and Jean Harlow; features Lionel 
Barrymore, Frank Morgan, Walter Pidgeon, 
Una Merkel. Directed by Jack Conway. 


Original and screenplay, Anita Loos and 


Robert Hopkins; score, Edward Ward; 
songs, Waiter Donaldson, Bob Wright, 
Chet Forrest: camera, Ray June; film 
editor, Elmo Veron. Previewed at Alex- 
ander theatre, Glendale, Calif., July 15, 
87. Running time, 90 mins. 

Carol ClaytOR . 6. dvaccescecesas Jean Harlow 
Duke Brattee. «os cor civ cdacctex Clark Gable 
Grandpa Clayton......... Lionel Barrymore 
Jesse Kiffmeyer......s+-e++s Frank Morgan 
Hartley Madison.........-. Walter Pidgeon 
SPREE). . vv.k oko hed oneceee'es ass ceue ae 
-, PRR Tir rte eee cliff Edwards 
Or; MeavG ivcch sweanassucsvieces George Zucco 


Frank Clayton.............-.Jonathan Hale 
Bosetta . oo 0.cts Kise de eee Hattie MeDaniels 
Dixie Gordon. ...cscssceceers Frankie Darro 
Hand Riding Hurley........--. Henry Stone 





Timely as the latest racing extra, 
‘Saratoga,’ a story of the thorough- 
breds and the men and women who 
follow the horses around the circuit, 
is a glamorous comedy-drama that 
will take the track and pull box 
office figures way in front. This is 
the film which the late Jean Harlow 
was completing, as co-star with Clark 
Gable, last month. The few scenes 
remaining to be made at the time of 
her death were photographed with 
an alternate in her part, and done 
with such skill that audiences will 
not easily distinguish the substitu- 
tion. Once before a star appeared 
in a posthumous film when ‘Steam- 
boat Round the Bend’ was released 
soon after Will Rogers was killed in 
an airplane accident. In that in- 
stance, however, the picture had 
been entirely photographed prior to 
Rogers’ untimely death. 

The unique circumstances attached 
to the completion of ‘Saratoga’ 
will enhance public interest in the 
widely ‘known, and unquestionably 
fine picture. 


Anita Loos and Robert Hopkins, 
who collabo~ated on ‘San Francisco,’ 
have caught a popular theme in 
‘Saratoga,’ and have gone behind the 
scenes at racetracks and breeding 
farms to tell a story of human in- 
terest. Gable characterizes a book- 
maker in a breezy, horsey manner. 
He speaks the language of the pad- 
dock and the betting ring, and his 
interests and conceptions of life and 
the world at large are confined to 
the mile ovals. 


Miss Harlow is the daughter in a 
family which has bred and raced 
horses for generations. Father and 
grandfather have been trainers and 
speculators on the tracks of many 
cities. Last of her sporting line, she 
is brought up to a social life in the 
hope she will not become a ‘racing 
gypsy,’ a person who travels the 
northern tracks in summer and the 
Florida meetings in the winter. The 
pull of the sport proves too strong, 
however, and she takes her small in- 
heritance and wagers on the horses. 
She is prompted to this in an effort 
to win enough to repurchase the fam- 
ily breeding farm from Gable, who 
holds the mortgage to cover losses 
incurred by her father. 


_ Plot of the film permits introduc- 
tion of numerous familiar racing 
customs, of which the most inter- 
esting is the annual auction of year- 
lings at thé Saratoga summer meet- 
ing. Shorter episodes of actual rac- 
ing at Tropical Park, Miami, and at 
Churchill Downs, Louisville, on 
Derby day, are incorporated. 


Liberal dramatic license has been 
taken by the director, Jack Conway, 
in the photographing of a near dead 
heat by slow motion camera. The 
finish, which is as mystifying to the 
audience as to the film’s characters, 
is reshown and the winner identified. 


Miss Harlow’s performance is 
among her best in years. She has 
several rowdy cormedy passages with 
Gable which are excellently done. 


: The entire cast is of marquee rat- 
ing, and the performances of Lionel 
Barrymore, as the grandfather: Una 
Merkel, an itinerant follower of the 
horses, and Frank Morgan, as a turf 
neophyte, are splendid. 


Conway changes his scenes and 
tempo with speed and the picture 
is paced so that repetition never be- 
comes tiresome. 


‘Saratoga’ is one on which exhib- 
itors everywhere can sell as a win- 
ning ticket without taking any 
chances. Flin. 


Knight Without Armor 
(BRITISH MADE) 


Uniield Artists release of a Londen Film 
(Alexander Korda) pivduciivu, 
lene Dietrich, Robert Donat. Divected by 
Jacques Feyder, Adapted by Frances Ma- 
rion from novel by James Hilton; scenario 
and dialog, Lajos Biro, Arthur Wimperis. 
Cameraman, Harry Stradling. At Radio 


Siars Mar- 


City Music Hall, N. Y., week July &, ’37. 
Running time, 105 mins, 

Alexandra........06 teoeden Marlene Dietrich 
Bn Dee cvodogeesWoccecseccoses Robert Donat 
TDUCHEBB. 6. ccc cccccccescese Irene Vanburgh 
LA SP PPEPEPPerT TTT ErTe re Herbert Lomas 
Colonel Adraxine.....0+-++.-.-Austin Trever 
Axelstein. ....cscccoce @ecccs eevee. Basil Gill 
Maronio.......-0 « soo 6i 66s 006s he Davil Tree 
Poushkoff. .....ccaccssccvere Jonn Clements 





A labored effort to keep this pic- 
ture neutral on the sudject of the 
Russian Revolution, in the midst of 
round-robin slaughter, finally com- 
pletely overshadows the simple love 
story intertwining Marlene Dietrich 
and Robert Donat. ‘Knight Without 
Armor’ should do all right. over here 








Hilton’s characterization in the orig- 
inal novel and dispensed almost en- 
tirely with the economic and physi- 
cal-privation angles leading up to 
the Revolution. Result is that only 
those familiar with the pre-1917 
Russia will understand what the 
shootin’s all about. The butchery 
also begins to reach senseless pro- 





portions by the time the film is half 
unreeled. First the Reds line up a 
string of Whites against a wall and 
machine-gun them down. Then the 
White Russians line up a flock of | 
peasants for the same treatment. 

Story reveals Donat as a young 
British secret service agent who be- | 
comes a Red to achieve his purpose. | 


| He’s sent to Siberia just before the | 


outbreak of the World War and re- | 
turns after the Revolution as an 
assistant commissar. He rescues Miss 
Dietrich, a countess, from execution. 

The portrayal of their escape from | 
both the White and Red armies is | 
the inevitable chase. They’re in and 
out of traps so often that the action | 
begins to take on the aspect of one | 
of the old serials. Film ends on 
the easiest escape of all. 

Performances on the whole are 
good, though Miss Dietrich restricts 
herself to just looking glamorous 
in any setting or costume. Donat 
handles himself with restraint and | 
capability. There’s only one other | 
important cast assignment, John 
Clements as a hyper-sensitive com- | 
missar, who, enthralled by Miss | 
Dietrich, makes the couple’s final es- 
cape easy by committing suicide. 
This item by Clements is a plenty 
forte job. 

Production looks expensive, though 
a: couple of process shots are too 


obvious. Direction of Jacques Fey- 
der is fair enough. At least it 
moves. Scho, 








TOAST OF NEW YORK | 


Hollywood, July 13. 

RKO-Radio release of Edwarl Small pro- 
duction, Directed by Rowland V. Lee. 
Story from ‘Book of Daniel Drew,’ by 
Bouck White, and ‘Robber Barons,’ by 
Matthew Josephson; screenplay by Dudley 
Nichols, John Twist and Joel Sayre. Mus- 
ical director, Nathaniel Shilkret; camera, 
Peverell Marley; special effects by Vernon 
I.. Walker; film editors, George Hively and 
Samuel Beetley. Previewed at Pantages, 
Hollywood, July 8 ‘37, Running time, 93 
mins. 





BE THM 6 a oh nees cb sessiass Edward Arnold 
i EP A Pee oF ae Cary Grant 
Josie Mansfield............ Frances Farmer 
DAE +. abs 04a 60h 0 066s cas sucneseet Jack Oakie 
PGE. BREUE s 60000 6ens caren Donald Meek 
POOR MEIEN s bb h08006000046 000000 Thelma Leeds 
WOMGESUEs ci ccecegsesccevens Clarence Kolb 
WOORERIOE s cae cenvesvoescouss Billy Gilbert 
UNM 6sbe0.0cseeerdeceesceee George Irving 
LAWYCTS.. ccccccccescecs § Frank M. Thomas 
? Russell Hicks 
WINS. 6 5'0 0 osb8Odcanescescaus Oscar Apfel 
Crs 0 6 re neeane 06-60005 Dudley Clements 
President of Board......... Lionel Belmore 
ec ce'vcbecids ¢ectedes Robert McClung 
se REP EET CLUE Tee Robert Dudley 
BOOOE - DIOGNES.. oicuccceqaese Dewey Robinson 
Top Sergeant.............,..Staniey Fields 
DI id0.654n0%es 30b060000R 64 Gavin Gordon 
ef RE ear Joyce Compton 
WEI bo ain't biwdsae ca Virginia Carroll 





Here is the life of Jim Fisk, Wall 
Street operator of the 80's, told in 
ragtime. It’s absurd biography but 
good entertainment despite its in- 
anities, extravagances and exaggera- 
tions. It is an elaborate, costly pro- 
duction, designed exclusively for 
provoking mirth. In that respect it 
is successful. Making no pretense 
for serious consideration as a faith- 
ful and accurate reflection of life 
and manners in the period it depicts, 
it rates as a piece of hokum aimed at 
the box office. It will do business. 


Stock manipulations engineered by 
Fisk when he was one of the most 
daring and hated financiers in the 
reckless post-Civil War era have 
become traditional. Ruthless battles 
for corporation control during the 
fast commercial expansion of the 
country which followed the building 
of railroads into the west engaged 
the ingenuity of dominant bankers 
and speculative groups. Fisk was a 
powerful figure in a colorful setting. 
Recent years have produced no one 
his equal at trimming the investing 
public. 

With such material from which to 
weave a screenplay, drawing also 
from recent best sellers, ‘Robber 
Barons’ and ‘Book of Daniel Drew,’ 
Dudley Nichols, John Twist and Joel 
Sayre have fashioned a broad bur- 
lesque. Edward Arnold takes the 
principal role of Fisk, and other 


Gable opposite. Surefire box- 
office and tastefully produced. 

‘Knight Without Armor’ 
(UA). British production about 
the Russian revolution. Has 
Marlene Dietrich, Robert Donat 
and action. Fair enough. 


‘The Toast ef New York’ 
(RKO). Rollicking comedy of 
New York in the 80’s when Jim 
Fisk was trimming the boys in 
Wall St. Good entertainment 
which will get money. 

‘Super Sleuth’ (RKO). Jack 
Oakie in amusing crime mys- 
tery story, most scenes of 
which are laid in a picture stu- 
dio. Plenty of laughs. 

‘Great Gambini’ (Par). Light- 
weight, routine murder mystery 
with Akim Tamiroff topping 
cast. 

‘She Had te Eat’ (20th)— 
Ncthing to recommend this 
one, even for the short end of 
the duals. 

‘Fly-Away Baby’ (WB)— 
Swift-moving reporter-sleuth 
comedy meller in Torchy Blane 
series patterned after Dorothy 
Kilgallen air flight. Glenda 
Farrell tops strong cast. 











in which the incidents are comically 
revealed, Fisk also is portrayed as a 
generous suitor, friend and protector 
of the actress, Josie Mansfield, and 
backer of her musical production at 
Wallack’s theatre. On the opening 
night he appears before the curtain 
with his young star and is reviled 
and threatened by his enemies. Sub- 
sequently, when warrants for his ar- 
rest are issued, he escapes to New 
Jersey behind an armed bodyguard. 
Picture ends with his assassination, 
which clears the way for the giri 
friend and Boyd (Cary Grant) to 
fali into each other’s arms. 

Arnold plays Fisk in an expansive, 
light-hearted sort of way. He is 
both cruel and kindly. Jack Oakie 
is in there strictly for laughs and 
gets plenty. A sequence in which he 
drills the body-guard is highly 
hilarious. Miss Farmer conveys in- 
nocence as the love interest, having 
very little to do. Donald Meek 
clowns throughout. 

Rowland L. Lee’s direction _ is 
straightforward and well paced. He 
keeps reasonable check on the slap- 
stick, which does not get too wild. 
Production has size, if not much 
class. Flin. 


SUPER SLEUTH 


Hollywood, July 13. 

RKO-Radio release of Edward Small pro- 
duction. Features Jack Oakie, Ann Soth- 
ern. Directed by Ben Stoloff. From a play 
by Harry Segall, screenplay by Gertrude 
Purcell and Ernest Pagano. Camera, Jo- 
seph H. August; special effects, Vernon IL. 
Walker; film editor, William Hamilton; 
asst. director, Kenny Holmes. Previewed 
at RKO Hill St. theatre, L., A., July 9, 
"37. Running time, 75 mins, 
WE BRAC so kidd ctcasssccoocces Jack Oakie 
Mary Strand....... eee 
Professor Horman....... Eduardo Ciannelli 
Larry Frank......... Pree Tey Alan Bruce 
TA. Garrison. ......see.ee..-Edgar Kennedy 
Doris Dunne........eee++...J30an Woodbury 





Raiph Waring...... eoceesss-- Bradley Page 
ee, errs eseeses-Paul Guilfoyle 
WAGES sn bcisccccdcowepocceccoss Willie Best 
Beckett ...... a ¥6eee .. William Corson 
SER. 8.0 .6scte0ceee PTTTTTTiTieT Alec Craig 
SEE” wctibecdce eae eoees-+-Richard Lane 
Motorcycle Cop........- Sevecdgccs Paul Hurst 
FMGOMAN. 6 wc ccceseccsecces George Rosener 
p Meeeererte tre rrr Fred Kelsey 
CE ssinds ss cnbectehoe Robert E. O'Connor 
GPO F.n sb cnscwc.stedhnées Philip Morris 
GON adc 1th ne cc cccugiastesece Dick Rush 





Jack Oakie gives a fine comedy 
performance in this one and the 
film, which is excellently written 
and directed, will please everywhere. 
Title properly characterizes the type 
of picture, but does not convey its 
real value. Better than average en- 
tertainment and a real laugh pro- 
voker. 


Most of the scenes are taken in a 
Hollywood picture studio, where in- 
side working details ‘are interest- 
ingly photographed. A location unit 
of sound trucks and camera cars is 
used also in the action. 


Oakie is a popular screen hero of 
detective and whodunit stories. He 








leaders in the cast are Frances 
Farmer, as his actress-protege, Josie 
Mansfield; Cary Grant,and Jack 
Oakie, as his business partners; Don- 
ald Meek, as Daniel Drew, and Clar- 
ence Kolb, as the senior Cornelius 





Vanderbilt, who is portrayed as the 
friend of the oppressed and Fisk's 
nemesis. The list contains marquee 
names. No theatre will be at a loss 
for advertising ammunition. 

Fisk and his stooges, Boyd and 
Luke, are introduced as medicine 
show fakers in the South just before 
the start of the Civil War. When hos- 
tilities commence, the trio engage in 
unlawful smuggling of raw cotton 
across the frontier for New Eng- 
land mills. They make a fortune, 
which is soon lost and won again in 
the purchase and sale of steamships. 
Thereafter, on the floor of the New 
York stock exchange, Fisk devises 
various schemes which culminate in 
a struggle with Vanderbilt for con- 





trol of the Erie railroad. 
Again these financial backgrounds, 





is so good at solving film mysteries 
that he takes it upon himself to 
graduate into real-life sleuthing in 
competition with the police depart- 
ment. He is soon the central figure 
in a murderous blackmail scheme. 

The antics of the egotistical star 
when he discovers that the criminal 
plot is aimed against himself com- 
prise an excellent opportunity for 
Oakie’s brand of clowning. He does 
not overplay, but wins a good deal 
of sympathy. 

Ben Stoloff directs at a rapid pace 
and keeps melodramatic suspense 
and comedy situations building rap- 
idly to a hokey and hilarious finale. 

Supporting players are all good. 
Ann Sothern adds another good per- 
formance to her recent screenings. 
She plays a straight role here as the 
studio publicity head, whose job is 
to trail Oakie and get him back to 
picture making. Eduardo Ciannelli 
is a sinister and convincing menace. 
A hit bit is done by Willie Best, 
colored actor, as the star’s dresser 





and valet, who speaks comedy lines 


- 


dence. Flin, 





TOPPER 


Hollywood, July 13. 
Metro release of Hal Reach production. 
Associate producer, Milton H. Bren. 
Stars Constance Bennett, Cary Grant and 
Roland Young. Directed by Norman Z, 
McLeod. From a story by Thorne Smith. 
Screenplay by Jack Jevne, Eric Hatch and 


Eddie Moran, Camera, Norbert Brodine. 
Film editer, William Terhune. Musical 
score by Arthur Norton, conducted by 
Marvin Hatley. Photographic effeets by Roy 
Seawright. Previewed at Grauman’s Chinese 
Theatre, Hollywood, July 7, "37. Running 


time, 98S mins. 


Marion Kerby ......+«+. Constance Bennett 


George Kerby .....-ceeeceeeees Cary Grant 
Cosmo Topper .....6+++e+65- Roeland Young 
Bars. TOPPED cccecceceseccsesss Billie Burke 
WIKRE cco cece re cccceceseed Alan Mowbray 
COE cicadde pe ceasbeanss Eugene Pallette 
Elevator Boy .....e.sese. cea ves Arthur Lake 


Mrs. Stuyvesant .........++- Hedda Hopper 
De DIOR <0. 0a vac 5 hs ces Virginia Sale 
Hotel Manager .....-..- Theodore Von Eltz 
Policeman ........+.«.4 J. 
BOCTOtaLyY 2. ccccccccsecceves Elaine Shepard 
eer Doodles Weaver, Si Jenks 
‘Three Hits and a Miss’’....... Themselves 


Furrell McDonald 





Technical ease with which the mo- 
tion pictures can make char- 
acters instantaneously appear and 
disappear from the screen, always 
has tempted producers and screen- 
writers to delve, sometimes seri- 
ously, sometimes humorously, into 
stories which invade the field of the 
Spiritualistic and occult. Of such 
were ‘Earthbound,’ directed by T. 
Hayes Hunter; ‘One Glorious Day,’ 
by James Cruze (both silents), and 
two recent sound films, Noel Coward 
in ‘The Scoundrel,’ by Ben Hecht 
and Charles MacArthur and Robert 
Donat in ‘The Ghost Goes West,’ pro- 
duced by Alexander Korda. 


Now comes Hal Roach, heretofore 
identified with obvious action 
comedy and, with the assistance of 
Norman McLeod, as director, he has 
produced as weird and baffling a 
tale of spiritualism as the screen 
ever has seen. It is entitled ‘Topper,’ 
from a story by the late Thorne 
Smith. It is carefully made, ex- 
cellently photographed, and adroitly 
employs mechanical illusions of 
cinematic composition and _ trick 
sound effects. 


How substantial the fan support 
will be in terms of boxoffice dollars 
is difficult to anticipate. None of 
the other films of similar theme 
aroused more than mild enthusiasm 
among a small group who patronize 
the arty theatres and talk about pic- 
tures in terms of art expression. The 
rank and file of theatregoers will 
experience difficulty in following 
strange and surprising twists of the 
story, and are not likely to distin- 
guish easily the passages of realism 
from the sequences of unreality. 


Story is about the adventures, 
among living persons, of a young 
married couple, George and Marion 
Kerby, who are killed in an automo- 
bile smashup as the climax of a wild 
night of drinking and carousing. 
Their astral bodies rise from the 
ruins, and their conversation con- 
tinues in a casual manner as to their 
next objective. They agree that until 
they have done some one a gvod 
deed they are likely to remain in- 
definitely in a state of double ex- 
neg Reviewing the possibilities 
or charitabie action, they decide 
that their friend, Cosmo Topper, a 
hen-pecked bank presic int. who has 
lived a dull, routine life, shall have 
the benefit of their assistance. 


Same carefree, flippant viewpoint 
on life which characterized the 
couple before their death maintains 
throughout the subsequent series of 
farcical events Possessed with un- 
usual power, they are able at will to 
appear in the flesh, converse and 
move about among their friends. Oc- 
casionally, they make known their 
presence by spoken words only. All! 
the comedy and playfulness of their 
adventures results from these at- 
tributes. They engage, both visibly 
and unseen, in street brawls, as 
drivers of speeding automobiles, as 
frightening spectres in hotel lobbies 
and restaurants. 

Effort to excuse the story’s absurd- 
ities on the theory that the intent 
is farce comedy does not entirely ex- 
cuse the production from severe re- 
buke. Fact also that the living dead 
always are facetious may be shock- 
ing to sensibilities. Some of the situ- 
ations and dialog offend conventional 
good taste. 

Performances, however. are 
usually good. Cary Grant and Con- 
stance Bennett, as the reincarnated 
Kerrys, do their assignments with 
great skill. Roland Young carries 
the brunt of the story and dues it 
well. In the title role, he is the 
docile, good citizen until the trans- 
formation of his personality changes 
him into a dashing man about town. 
Billie Burke plays the less important 
role of Mrs. Topper with effect. Both 
Alan Mowbray, as the Toppers’ but- 
ler, and Eugene Pallette, as a hotel 
detective, are splendid. Arthur Lake 
gets a lot of fun from a small role 
as an elevator boy. 

‘Topper’ will be talked about both 
in and outside the industry. The 
skill with which camera and sound 
effects have been accomplished sets 
a standard for mechanical excel- 
lence. Settings are elaborate. But 
whether word of mouth advertising 
will be sufficient ‘to overcome the 
obstacles which this type of story 
aiways combats is questionable. 





Probably not. Flin. 


Story, Frederick 
Jackson; adaptation, Jackson, Frank Pare 
tos and Howard Irving Young; film editor, 
Robert Bischoff; camera, Leon Shamrey, 
At Criterion, N. Y., week July 10, °37, 


ee a | time, 70 mins, 
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‘The Great Gambini’ represents an 
obvious effort to fit Akim Tamiroff 
to suitable film material. As such the 
murder mystery under this title suc- 
ceeds, but story, production, action, 
performances and comedy fail to 
blend for enough punch to produce 
better than ordinary eniertainment. 
There is nothing unique about this 
piece of detective fiction except that 
the murderer is a suave mindreader 
who helps solve the mysiery. 

Tamiroff plays the fawning clair- 
voyant, but it’s not a strong part 
for him, nor will it impress. It’s 
slow and deliberate, frequently mak- 


ing him a tiresome character. This 
is especially true through the 
stretches, where he is assumedly 


playing detective only to find that 
his efforts result in his own capture. 
More tiresome than Tamiroff, how- 
ever, is Genevieve Tobin's chatter- 
ing matron role, always putting her 
foot into it. when she opens her 
mouth. 


Other members of the cast are also 
left in a somewhat helpless state by 
the story or direction, or both, in- 
cluding John Trent, the former 
aviator now under contract to B. P. 
Schulberg. He shows flashes of fine 
dramatic ability, but this story was 
not the one to give him proper scope 
for what talents he may possess. 
Marian Marsh is opposite him on the 
romantic assignment. She, too, is 
poorly equipped, while Reginald 
Denny, doing her father, is badly 
handicapped. One of the best char- 
acters is that of the detective ser- 
geant, which gives William Demarest 
better opportunities than the others 
have. He sells it well and, aided by 
Edward Brophy, manages some light 
comedy. 


Initial sequence is laid in the night 
club, where the Great Gambini is an 
attraction which rates a terrific ova- 
tion, but on a vaude bill at Loew’s 
State might not be so hot. Shifted 
into this setting are most of the 
principals, including the victim of 
murder later that night, plus Trent. 
The start could be faster and tighter. 
Poor cutting here, as well as in 
police grilling sequences, had much 
to do with slowness of mystery on 
the whole. Char. 


MIDNIGHT MENACE 


(BRITISH MADE) 
London, July 2. 


Grosvenor Sound Films production and 
Associated British Film Distributors re- 
lease. Stars Charles Farrell, Fritz Koitner. 
Directed by Sinclair Hill, Adaptation G. 
H. Moresby-White; original, Roger Mac- 
Dougall, Alexander MacKendrick; camera, 
Cyril Bristow, Pau! Barralet. At Came 
bridge, London, July 1, "37. Running time 





75 mins. 

Se GRR cd cectcses vsedd Charles Farrell 
DS ire 245 on va t05erensns ki Fritz Kortner 
Mary Stevens..............Marearet Vyner 
MINN 59'S 0455 Cbb06ceeseces cs’ Danny Green 
Smith....... Sdeacoveese<es Wallace Evenett 
Pierre..... eececcoseccessss+-Monie de Lyle 
rr 69900 000000000 60 «nt Dino Galvani 
Vronsky...... Suen hamh-< ia Dennis Val Norton 
WU 5 6 oh0¢mk 6046 64004640 Terence O'Brien 
MENGas cisccccee asachessd¥en. cet Arthur Finn 
Sir George +e+-.. Lawrence Hanray 
Zadek...... --..Andrea Malandrines 
UOMNR Gh 5 006048 «sh euneeas Reyner Barton 
SE bbe e tcbedecchhes censor Arthur Gomez 
MMM s Gades 0cthies cabsecwen --.. Billy Bray 
SURES: weaewes veueeensehevpehsasie Evan John 
Se ee ee er Raymond fovell 
chee don GEE TEEEL OEE ee eee Victor Tandy 
Graham Stevens...............Sydney King 


A man’s picture. May not attract 
the femmes, but, if once inside. like- 
ly they'll be entertained. Should 
make good anywhere, despite the 
negligible love interest. 

Story develops into tense drama in 
an unostentatious and natural way, 
with a sense of quiet reality in the 
handling of situations which could 
easily have been over-dramatized. 

Ring of armament bosses try to 
stimulate business by gumming up a 
disarmament conference in London. 
They plan an air raid over the city 
by. pilotless planes, disguised with 
British markings. Television and 
wireless control plant is beneath a 
paper shop in Soho, where gather 
foreign thugs outlawed from their 
own countries, and for this reason 
held in complete subjeciion by their 
leader. He is a vindictive conti- 
nental posing as Mr. Peters. an em- 
issary of peace from a European 
state, and the star turn of the con- 
ference. While pretending to placate 
two fiery neighbors, he is secretly in- 
flaming their governments by subtle 
suggestion. 

That’s the premise for much ado. 

Charles Farrell gives a lukewarm 
portrayal as a newspaperman; Mar- 
garet Vyner is rather colorless in a 
thankless, kissless romance, but. for 
the rest of the cast there is nothing 
but praise. 

Picture belongs to Fritz Kortner 
in a role that Peter Lorre or Con- 
rad Veidt might have essayed, but 
could not have improved upon. . 

It is the quiet, effective handling 





of the plot which is its chief merit, 
ratner than the story itself. 
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SHE HAD TO EAT 


(WITH SONGS) 
Hollywood, July 13. 

-Fox release of Samuel G. Engel 
fae at Directed by Malcolm St. Clair. 
from story by M. M. Musselman and James 
Edward Grant; screenplay by Samuel G. 
Engel; songs by Sidney Clare and Harry 
Akst; camera, Barney McGill; film editor, 
Louis Loeffler; music dir., Samuel Kaylin; 
asst. dir., Jasper Blystone. At Grauman’s 
Chinese, Hollywood, week July 2, ’37, Run- 

ning time, 71 mins. 
Danny Decker..sesseesecesssss- Jack Haley 
Ann Garrison. .cccceesesess Rochelle Hudson 
Carter....--+e+e occcscccocs Arthur Treacher 
Raymond Q. Nash..seeee+..Eugene Palleite 
Duke Stacey..... eccceesee VDOUglas Fowley 


Sleepy. ..---seeeeees eceseeees- John Qualen 
Finger Print Expert.....eee..Maurice (ass 
G MAan....-cccses ccccccccccooe Wate Clark 
Mrs. Cue.....0- ecesecveccscesss Leila Tyle: 
Bets. .0cedc cee covcecosececoessc0Om Kennedy 
PRUSCY . nc cccccccceeccceccccceces Tom Dugan 


Mr. Phonecian-Wylie...Franklin Pangborn 

Someone stumbled badly over this 
one, which has nothing to recom- 
mend it. All reaction is on the 
downside, particularly because Jack 
Haley, who shone brightly in 
previous start, ‘Wake Up and Live,’ 
is completely wasted. Haley has had 
more than his share of bad breaks. 
About time some serious thought 
was given to his ability and choice 
of stories. Exhibitors, loaded down 
under double bills, can make valu- 
able use of personalities. Haley has 
what it takes, but ‘She Had to Eat’ 
is a mistake. 


Using the old formula about thé 
sot who forgets the identity of his 
drinking friends in his sober mo- 
ments, the story rambles aimlessly. 
Haley is a nice youth who is adopted 
as the bosom companion of Eugene 
Pallette, an alcoholic adventurer 
who travels around the country on 
a private train. Arthur Treacher, as 
a valet, tries valiantly to bridge over 
the stupidities of the script by in- 
jecting some fair comedy, but the 
whole thing gets sidetracked into 
weird melodramatic farce and 
finishes up on a blind switch. 


Prevailing Hollywood notion that 
nothing is so important as a laugh 
gets a rude tossing around by the 
audience reception of this triviality. 
Starting a weak and shopworn story 
premise, film staggers to complete 
Haley has no op- 
portunities and seems quite as 
pleased as the audience when the 
picture is through. 

Haley and Rochelle Hudson sing 
two songs which are tossed into the 
hopper on the theory that a liitle 
music can’t help or hurt. Flin, 


FLY-AWAY BABY 


Warner Bros. production 
Features Glenda Farrell, Barton MaclLane, 
Hugh O'Connell, Tom Kennedy. Directed 
by Frank MacDonald. Screenplay by Don 
Ryan and Kenneth Gamet from an idea 
by Dorothy Kilgallen; dialog. director, 
Harry Seymour; film editor, Doug Gould; 
camera, Warren Lynch. At Palace, N. Y., 
week July 8, ’37, on double bill. 
time, 60 mins, 

Torchy Blane....escoeeess--Glenda Farrell 
Steve McBride eeeees Barton MacLane 
Lucien (Sonny) Croy.........Gordon Oliver 
Hughie Sprague......++.+..-Hugh O'Connell 
lla Sayre... Marcia Ralston 


and release. 


Running 


eee ee 
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Soe EM 56s nt hn0nedaessese Joseph King 
BORIC... 0ssce soccceceeesssshoaymond Hatton 
LL ae PTeeTTTITi Terr rT rrr Gordon Hart 
TS as. ans a ecccceeee- Anderson Lawler 
Colonel Higgam......++..Harry Davenport 
Clifford Vance..............-Emmett Vogan 


Desk Sergeant......seeeseee++-George Guhl 





Topnotch performances by Glenda 
Farrell, Barton MacLane, Hugh 
O'Connell and Tom Kennedy make 
‘Fly-Away Baby’ a palatable pro- 
grammer. It was constructed obvi- 
ously for dualers by Warner Bros., 
which has gone to some pains de- 
spite continuity that’s a bit flighty. 
And it will be a most welcome addi- 
tion on programs needing a little 
bolstering for the No. 1 feature these 
warm days. It’s another in the ad- 
ventures of the girl reporter, Torchy 
Blane. 

Fable eventually winds up as a 
thoroughly altered screen version of 
the Dorothy Kilgallen world air race 
with two male reporters. A little 
late to cash in on this dash, but germ 
of this publicized jaunt is injected 
into the revorter-detective plot. 
Starts off as a routine sleuth mys- 
tery, with dashing femme scribe 
spotted foreground as the gal who 
gets her story against hordes of male 
reporters. 

Jsual mysterious _ killing is 

Switched about through having the 
dashing Torchy Blane, going away 
from her usual scribe ventures, to 
help her hubby-to-be, the police 
lieutenant. Her desire to ‘break’ the 
murder case and show up her stub- 
born sweetheart sends her off in an 
airplane trip with two other scribes 
of rival papers. She suspects one of 
being involved in the gem slaying. 
and eventually bags her man, and 
the police official. 
_ Xarn is reminiscent, yet it drags 
im several novel angles that hold in- 
terest. Picture slows up slightly as 
the trio of newspaper workers circle 
the globe, with numerous newsreel 
clips helping identify some lands. 
‘this portion, however, is made less 
irksome by the director’s constant 
focusing the attention on mystery 
developments. Dialog is crisply 
modern, being doubly pertinent be- 
Cause so aptly staged by Harry Sey- 
mour. 

Intrigue and mystery elements 
have been done pertinently by Don 
Ryan and Kenneth Gamet, who 
turned out the script. 

Character of Torchy Blane is a 
natural for Glenda Farrell. Here it 
'$ well seasoned with the flippancy 
and sense of comedy which comes 
naturally with her. Barton Mac- 

ane, cast for once in a sympathetic 





his 





| 











| 


role, makes a typical stalwart police 
official with whom she is in love. 
Hugh O'Connell, as a luxury-loving 
reporter, and Tom Kennedy, as po- 
lice car chauffeur turned private 
sleuth, are superb in two comedy 
roles. 

Gordon Oliver, cast as the re- 
porter-son of a newspaper owner 
suspected of the gem slaying, does 
fairly well. Raymond Hatton, play- 
ing a managing editor, handles the 
bit with emphasis. Marcia Ralston 
makes a haughty night club flame 
opposite Oliver, 

: Picture has the alternative title of 

‘Adventures of Torchy Blane,’ being 

in the series of femme reporter pix. 
Wear. 


HEART’S DESIRE 


(BRITISH MADE) 


(OPERETTA) 
British International production and re- 
lease Stars Richard Tauber Features 
Leonora Corbett, George Graves, Kathleen 
Kelly, Diana Napier, Carl Harbord, Paul 
Graetz, Directed by Paul L. Stein. Adapt- 
ed by Bruno Frank, L. du Garde Peach, 


Roger Burford and Jack Davies, Jr.. from 
story by Lioni Pickard; additional diaiog, 
Clifford Grey; songs, Richard Tauber; mu- 
sical arrangement, G. H. Clutsam:; super- 
Vising art director, Clarence Elder; set- 
tings, Cedric Dawe; conductors, Idris Lewis 


and Stanford Robinson; camera, John C., 
cx; asst. director, Roy Goddard; film edi- 
tor, Leslie Norman. At S5th St. Play- 
house, N. Y., week July 10, ’87. Running 
time, SO mins. 

Joset ee Pree Richard Tauber 
Prances Wilson... )..ccccsce Leonora Corbett 
Ms +0 0'ebs des Cdaceneduens Kathleen Kelly 
PMP isn as aah s bee keak bes Paul Graetz 
MOU yas Ov bes hes dane4ekeds see Carl Harbord 
VOR Btraaten -:..6scccedcress Frank Vosper 
Granville Wilson...... eecees George Graves 
Diana Sheraton....cccoscscess Diana Napier 
cy. DORNINMION, os 6506540 60¥e0s Viola Tree 
pS Pe Denier Warren 


Quickie grab to cash in on Rich- 
ard Tauber’s fine voice. But there’s 
little else to the pic. Plot is aggres- 
sively commonplace, score is undis- 
tinguished, supporting cast is weak 
and the production is inadequate. 
‘Heart’s Desire’ will hardly be that 
for the exhibitor, though Tauber’s 
rep may get it by in the arties, 

Don’t look now, but the story is 
that one about the obscure beer gar- 
den singer discovered by the visiting 
impresario. Taken to the London 
opera stage, he loses his heart to his 
benefactress, learns she doesn’t love 
him and then returns to his home 
and his old sweetheart. Given deft 
handling and Tauber’s strong per- 
formance, that stereotype yarn 
might have charm. c 


Treatment is clumsy and almost 
every conceivable production boner 
is pulled, and only Tauber remains 
for whatever he’s worth at the box 
office. Star’s acting is no great 
shakes, although the part makes few 
demands on him in that line, and he 
wisely avoids stabs at heavy emot- 
ing. Plays simply, relying on his 
voice and natural poise, 

As the singer’s friend and adviser, 
Paul Graetz gives a satisfactory per- 
formance. Neither Leonora Corbett 
nor Kathleen Kelly are properly cast 
as the benefactress and the sweet- 
heart, respectively, but Diana Na- 
pier has looks and enough person- 
ality to make her bit role stand out. 
Frank Vosper, unbilled, appears 
briefly as an egotistical opera star, 

Despite the film’s other shortcom- 
ings, its direction and production are 
the most painful. Pic is crammed 
with directorial cliches and obvious 
flubs. Editing is bad, while the pho- 
tography and sound are incredible. 
Production with the technical flaws 
of ‘Heart’s Desire’ would never have 
left a Hollywood cutting room. As 
a matter of fact, it would never have 
reached there. Hobe. 


RECKLESS RANGER 


Columbia production and release. Stars 
Bob Allen, features Louise Small, Jack 
Perrin, Harry Woods, Directed by Spencer 
Gordon Bennett. Story, John Levering and 





J. A. Duffy; screenplay, Nat Gatzert;: cam- 
era, Hert Longenecker; editor, Dwight 
Caldwell. At Kiva, Lincoln, dual. Run- 
ning time, 59 mins, 

Pee eee 6600908666000 Bob Allen 
Mildred ...Louise Small 
Mary .ccccccccccccecsccccces Mary MacLaren 
Barlow . ccccccccccscccccecssess Harry Woods 
CHEE. .ccsccresdvcgedesee Ccecetes Jack Perrin 
Jimmie....es. PTYUTITETILT Tite Buddy Co» 
BOE: 06s cuseeennbeeecdereses Jack Rockwell 
BOAGTCL. cc aavevisisocscces Roger Williams 


Another of the Bob Allen ranger 
series, and a little better than the 
average. 

Allen plays a dual role, twin 
brothers, one a sheepman and the 
other a ranger. The sheepman gets 
hung in the opening two minutes 
and his law relative comes in to 
solve the problem, and the differ- 
ence between sheep and cattlemen. 


One of the first westerns to throw 
sympathy to the sheep side of range 
warring. ‘Reckless Ranger’ has Harry 
Woods as a hardfisted leader of cat- 
tlemen trying to grab off Texas free 
range. Woods is a child-scarer and 
well at home in his near throat- 
slitting role. Opposite him, Allen 
never forgets to take a deep breath 
to swell his chest impressively be- 
fore the cameras turn. 


Jack Perrin, one time starrer in 
the western quickies, is held down 
to an untrimmed = second lead. 
Henchmen of the Woods villainy 
crew are Jack Rockwell and Roger 
Williams, the latter a _ traitorous 
sheepman, 

What with a liberal amount of 
gunfire, three chases, kidnapping, a 
half dozen fist-fights and a hanging 
in less than an hour, the film should 
have more action than it has. How- 
ever, it’s one of Allen’s better tries 
in the prairie pic series. Barn. 


:section of a double combination, 





The Shadow Strikes 


Grand 


National release of Alexander 
Bros. production, Features Kod ‘La 
Rocque, Lynn Anders, Kenneth Harlan, 


Directed by Lynn Shores. Based on maga- 
zine-radio character by Maxwell Grant. 
Reviewed in projection room, N. Y., July 
8, 37. Running time, 61 mins, 

‘The Shadow’..... ; Rod La Rocque 
Marcia Delthern....ccccecccss Lynn Anders 
Winstead Comstock........Walter McGrail 
Jasper Delthern.............dames Blakely 
Captain Breen..........+.. Kenneth Harlan 
Kendricks. te eeeeeeeeeseeess Norman Ainsley 
Warren Berrenger.......... John Carnavale 





This one may get by on the nether 


especially at the tag end of the sea- 
son. ‘The Shadow Strikes’ is unmis- 
takably flotsam. Story is from the 
pulp mag story character which also 
has been on the airwaves. But what 
might have been an _ entertaining 
sleuth yarn marred by stupid 
dialog, feeble acting, misdirection 
and dangling continuity. When the 
film goes mysterious, the point is 
smothered beyond recognition, and 
when it is not following the detec- 
tive slant, the yarn becomes ex- 
tremely boring. 

Plot neglects to thoroughly estab- 
lish Lamont Cranston, ‘the shadow,’ 
as an amateur Sherlock at the out- 


is 


set. It plunges too hurriedly into a 
presentation of ‘The Shadow’ at | 
work. Probably was intended to | 


shroud his identity; if so, fails be- 
cause this only makes it more baf- 
fling to follow on screen. 


After halting a safe robbery and 
getting the police on his trail, 
Shadow goes along in the guise of 
an attorney and bumps onto two | 
strange slayings. From this junc- 
ture the mystery deepens as Shadow 
pursues a gangster chief with a silly 
concealed wire stunt. It all ends 
with a real solution as the gangster | 
and the actual slayer accidentally 
bump into each other off trying to 
plug the Shadow. 


Author undoubtedly had many in- 
gredients for a flourishing sleuth 
picture. But, as projected, it is 
neither even passably plausible nor 
diverting. Stalking of figures be- 
hind trees, and opening and closing 
of auto doors along with other in- 
cidents smacks of serial school of 
scripting and acting. 

Rod La Rocque has not been af- 
forded a happy vehicle for his return 
to screen prominence. He _ looks 
much older, but strains valiantly to 
put life into this phoney ‘Shadow’ 
character. His slight romance -with 
Lynn Anders, new face to the pic- 
tures, is subordinated throughout 
and calls for little exertion. She is 
only passably fair. 

Kenneth Harlan does convincing 
work as a police captain, Walter 
McGrail, James Blakely, Norman 
Ainsley and John Carnavale top a 
feeble supporting cast. 


Direction by Lynn Shores is as 
inept as the scrinting. Photography 
is uneven, though several dim scenes 
can be traced to fact that the conti- 
nuity called for outdoor night se- 
quences. 


Film might be plugged on angle 
of being a mystery sleuther, but this 
one won’t go anywhere in particular 
after the opening day. Wear. 





Three Legionnaires 


General Pictures release of Robert E. 


Welsh production. Directed by Hamilton 
MacFadgen. Screenplay by George Wagg- 
ner, Carl Harbaugh, from original story 
by George Waggner, Film editor, Finn 
Ulbach; camera, Ira Morgan. At Rialto, 
N. Y., week July 8, ‘37. Running time, 
65 mins. 

Chek. .... cdedecoaccoses Robert Armstrong 
Jimmy....c.ee 0 0ecsecedeseooses Lyle Talbot 
GIBBisccece ccccccccoccsccccccoed i D’Orsay 
SORMIR. ocsscsce Cccccsseccscoces Anne Nagel 
fe RS Ferrer bGeeee ees Donald Meek 
a i ye ery tr re Stanley Fields 
BBR s 04 0550 00000000006060006 ED, - eee 
OEE s cdc rtesdevenasared Leonid Snegofft 
RVG s Sic ccntesodescass ‘Man Mountain’ Dean 


There is really little sense to be 
found in the story of this definitely 
enervating wartime film farce, and, 
as a result, it is headed for the lesser 
duals on which it might possibly 
find a certain amount of favor. Spat- 
tered with broad hokum the yarn 
concerns the incredulous adventures 
of two American soldiers in a barren 
Russian town about the time the 
w.k. Armistice was inked. These 
U. S. doughboys, pals of the Cossack 
allies, get into a lot of intricate but 
tiresome trouble with a bogus Bol- 
shevik general-and run through the 
usual amorous. difficulties -with 
native girls of varying dispositions 
with rivalry stressed in a sort of 
synthetic ‘What Price Glory?’ 
fashion. 

Robert Armstrong plays a hard- 
boiled sergeant aleng familiar lines, 
and Lyle Talbot is his more romantic 
crony. the soldier who falls in love 
with attractive Anne Nagel (Sonia, 
the Princess), which isn’t a bad idea. 
The third member of the film’s title 
must be Donald Meek, as a timorous 
scientist who joins the miniature 
anti-Bolshevik crusade and is passed 
off as ‘General U. S. Grant’ as a 
crazy device to thwart the nitwit 
enemy. None of the trio is in the 
legion, however, and so the pic’s 
title is one of those meaningless 
Hollywood handles. 


Other principals in the film are 
Fifi D’Orsay, who has some amusing 
moments disguising her Gallic ac- 
cent to fit the role of a village vamp; 
Stanley Fields, trying to look and 
act like a Russian general, and, Rip- 








ley or not, ‘Man Mountain’ Dean, 
playing in pantomime an_  over- 
buxom peasant. The rotund 


wrestler is called upon to bash down ! 


\ 


doors and brick walls, when he 
not quietly knitting socks. 
Director Hamilton MacFadden, in 
megging this first Robert E. Welsh 
production for General, does what 
he can with the materials ai hand 
and, to his credit, the pace seldom 
slackens. The camera work is only 
fair. This is not a picture to be 
taken seriously for one moment, and 
there will be those who will main- 
tain that it should never be taken 
at all. Rowl. 


Calif. Straight Ahead 


Universal 


is 


release of Trem Carr produc- 


John Wayne’s popularity with the 
action traffic will suffer none by this 
picture and he may gain a few more | 
friends. Film may be unpopular 
with the railroad industry, since it | 
purports to show trucking can ac- 


| complish* speedier transportation on 


a transcontinental basis than the 
rails. Climax builds up in a cross- 
country race to make a steamship 
loading wharf before a general strike 
is called, 

Wayne, best known.in westerns, 


besides being a handsome lad, is 
well equipped with physique to| 
handle himself convincingly in the | 


film’s frequent slugfests. He squares 
off against Theodore von Eltz and 
LeRoy Mason on the malg side, and | 
with Cupid, who almost® outpoints 
him in the case of Louise Latimer. | 
Latimer girl is more striking in this | 
picture than most of her other tries, 
having recently come over from the | 
RKO lot to do this Universal job. 


Wayne, associated with Emerson 
Treacy in a two-truck enterprise, 
takes business from Mason. He's 
also busy taking Louise away from | 
von Eltz, who is head of a railroad 
shipping department. Ultimately he | 
joins the forces of Robert McWade's 
big trucking concern, after Mason is 
instrumental in bringing about the 
death of Treacy in a nitro explosion. 
Finally breaks Mason's truckline, the 
latter joining with von Eltz. Then 
the race which is first inkling the 
audience gets of the title meaning. 


McWade is amusing as a knuckle- 
pounding, hardboiled boss, and there 
are occasional glimmtrs of humor 
when he locks horns with Tully 
Marshall, an airplane manufacturer. 
Film is nowhere strong on character, 
but it’s long on muscle stuff. Every- 
thing happens as the audience ex- 
pects and wishes, so in its field it 
will do okay. Barn, 


ROARING TIMBER 


Columbia production and release. Stars 
Jack Holt and Grace Bradley. Directed by 
Phil Rosen, Story, Robert James Cosgrifl; 
screenplay, Cosgriff and Paul Fran'lin; 
camera, James 8. Brown, Jr.; editor, 
Dwight Caldwell. At Varsity, Lincoln, dual. 
Running time, 67 mins. 

Jim Sherwood ...ccccesecesesssreee Jack Holt 
Kay MacKinley............Grace Bradley 
Aunt Mary...cccscecssess+--Ruth Donnelly 
TeMNCSBEE. ...eeeeceeeees-- Raymond Hatton 
Harrigan........+. eseeeses Willard Robertson 
Andrew MacKinley..J. Farrell MacDonald 
Sam Garvin...gseccescseess-Charles Wilson 











Slim Bagnell...cccscscccsesess Ernest Wood 
CrOOMNEL. .ccoccccccceseeeesccceses Philip Ahn 
COMER. <csccccveéssccciscc «VOR Meier, ar. 
Stumpy.....- cesessccesececs Oe Mendaticks 
Duke....... TEeTTT TTT Tee «++. Tom London 








Brawny stuff for the 10-20c traffic 
and dual bills. Jack Holt is head 
man, talks through his teeth, seldom 
smiles, and has a fist that knows 
where every member of the cast’s 
jaw is and frequently goes visiting. | 
Lumbering and logging background | 
puts Holt right at home. 

Story concerns the death of a 
lumber magnate whose daughter, 
knowing nothing of the business, in- 
herits the enterprise. She gets rid 
of the good employes and hires some 
coddling bad ones, who try to sly 
her out of a big contract. Brother 
Holt comes to the rescue with axes, 
saws, and fists. 


Grace Bradley is the femme who 
wrenches the logging machinery by 
selection of Charles Wilson and 
Willard Robertson to run her in- 
terests and beat her late father’s 
(J. Farrell MacDonald) right hand 
(Holt) out of } dues. Her 
part isn’t fancy, and the light com- 
edy material given Ruth Donnelly 





ie ttt 
esau Moe 


tion, Stars John Wayne, features Louise 
Latimer, Robert McWade, Tully Marshall 
Directed by Arthur Lubin. Story, Herman 
Boxer; screenplay, Scott Darling; camera, 
Harry Neumann. At Liberty, Linestin, 
dual Running time, 57 mins 
SEES SERN s u 6. 6066060bd0654 65 ..John Wayne 
Bary Porter. occsccte .Louise Latimer 
COETINER: oss wee eeececses .Robert McWade 
James Gifford......eee-.Theodore von Kitz | 
FEAPrigGR i cccccescce eececess Tully Marshall 
Charlie Porter.....ee06....-HEmerson Treacy 
Pish MoCorkele. cccvcscccccstvec -Hary Allen 
PGUOR .o.0:60 66600000008 660602 LeRoy Mason 
| Mrs, Porter...ee. ibe e ee ke be (race Goodall 
BAUSSING ..ccvee eeeccess ..--- Olaf Hytten 
CIAMOY cc cdereces eoosee+-Monty Vandergrilt 
Secretary ..cvecee ee .-«.Lorin Raker 


Fyffe. 


}in 


= 


Said O'Reilly to McNab 


(BRITISH MADE) 
London, June 30. 
General Film Distributors release of Gaue 
mont - British - Gainsborough production, 


Stars. Will Mahoney, Will Fyffe Directed 
by William Beaudine, 
Timothy O'Reilly... ..c.eecee.. Will Mahoney 
Malcolm MecNab......... wre e Will Fyffe 
Mrs. MONAD. cccccccccdssecives Ellis Drake 
WOOK” TEGUES is 0's ccéatecses Sandy McDougal 
| Mary McNab...cccee sees Jear Winstanley 
Terry O'Reilly..... ceeisecéets James Carney 
SQPRIO .ocicccccccsocsesccmamianne Davies 


PEGreNe © OOM TOCR 6. evs ecccewes Robert Gall 
Story abides by the approved for- 
mula of play-writing, but progresses 
humorously to a logical suspensive 
conclusion, Director has made full 
use of his material. Picture is rea- 
sonably certain to please any type 
of audience, on either side of the 
Atlantic, and its commercial valua- 
tion of same is dependent upon the 
drawing power of the two stars. 

Is Will Mahoney’s name strong 
enough to draw picture audiences in 
America and is Will Fyffe a biz 
enough draw in England? Those are 





| the questions, 


Piece opens in New York, showing 
Mahoney as a share pusher com- 
velled to scram to avoid the atten- 
tions of the police. His son is court- 
ing the daughter of a retired Scot- 
tish business man, portrayed by 
Mahoney visits Scotland, en- 
counters Fyffe, who is very canny 
the matter of nicking up a sly 
penny, and the conflicts between the 
two are continuously amusing. No 
small portion of the entertainment 
is the dialog, which is crisp and to 
the point. 


Fyffe is a pleasure to watch from 
start to finish. Every word he utters 
is full of meaning. Mahoney's voice 
recording is too light for so virile 
a characterization. It is not until 
he got into a riotously funny goif 
match with Fyffe that he _ really 
scores. By the time he reaches his 
surefire overbalancing dancing there 
is no auestion of his hit. Pair make 
a good team of contrasting protag- 
onists—the kind that audiences al- 
ways like to see pitted against each 
other. 

Fifteen minutes excision of foot- 
age would make the whole th:ng 
fast and furious. Jolo. 


RANGE DEFENDERS 


Republic release of Sol C, 
tion Stars Bob Livineston, 
Max Terhune, Directed by Mack  V, 
Wright. Original screen story, Joseph 
Poland; based on characters created by 
William Colt MacDonald; camera, Jack 
Marta: supervising editor, Murray Seldeen: 
film editor, Lester Orlebeck; musical super- 


Siegel produc- 
Ray Corrigan, 






visor, Raoul Kraushaar; song, Fieming 
Allan. Reviewed in protection room, N. Y., 
July & °37. Running time, 56 mins, 

Stoney Brooke,.......+.ee055 Bob Livingston 
Tucson SmMIth....ccccsccscess Ray Corrigan 
Kullaby Joslin. cccccccecessses Max Terhune 
Svivia AShtON....ccseseees Eleanor Stewort 
BArvey ..cccccceseseccesecdes Harry Woods 


. Earle Hodeins 
..Thomas Carr 
-Yakima Canutt 


Sheriff Gray. 
The Kid... 
Hodge .... 





CONT nn Jb ton000a0deeneee ee tated John Merton 
Auctioneer ssseses .. Harrison Greene 
Pete 26 coves coccevcese NMorace Carpenter 
Henchman ...cees PV UTITIPT iit Frank Filis 
COOK coscccccececteotievcescososs Snowflake 

Another chapter in the ‘Three 


Mesquiteers’ series and a natural for 
juve matinees. Also satisfactory for 
adults who yen concentrated action. 
Hoss opry at its best. 

Story is in the usual western style, 
slight variation being the accent on 
the bitter rivalry between the cow- 
men and the sheep-raisers. Usual 
amount of phoney mortgage fore- 
closures, crooked sheriffs and gen- 
eral human cussedness. Plot is kept 
logical, however, and an exceptional 
amount of excitement is hung on 
the standard framework. Tension 
steadily builds to a sock mass gun- 
fight finale. 

Livingston, Corrigan and Terhune 
combine for strong personality and 
convincing he-man stuff. Unusual 
to find so much attempt at comedy, 
which is shrewdly kept broad and 
obvious. Terhune’s’  voice-tossing 
supplies some funny sequences. 
Harry Woods is an okay bad man 
with satisfactory assistance from 
John Merton. Eleanor Stewart is 
far above the general run of western 
ingenues. Has looks, promising 
acting talent, though too much 
makeup and big-city clothes don’t 


‘ht’s direction en- 
livens the script. Jack Marta also 
rates a bow for his camera iob. 
Hobe. 


CONDOTTIERI 


(‘The Knights’) 
(ITALIAN MADE) 
Rome, July 2. 





as her vociferous. aunt isn’t enough 


to go all the way, so the women are | 


slighted. 


_Plenteous scrapping, timber war- | 
ring, train wrecks, forest fires, are | 


the ingredients. Old quickie trick 
of using the same scene from dif- 
ferent angles is pulled in here with 
the dynamiting of trees to make a 
backfire, Dynamiting, itself, is 
phoney. Trees have all been plainly 
sawed almost to the cracking point, 
before the blast, which will make a 
logging country seer wonder. 

Holt can do no wrong as far as 
the kids are concerned and the 


elderly action enthusiasts also. This | 


is his type and as good, or slightly 


| better than, the stuff he’s done lately. 


Barn. 





Produced by ‘Consorz’o Condotticri’ in 
German and Italian versions simutiane- 
ously. Itailan version released by ENIC 
Stars Louis Trenker. Directed bv Louis 
Trenker. 

Giovanni di Medici .......... Louis Trenker 
Hie mother, Catherine ........ Ethel Magel 
BEOTUR . 6-60-0000 0666000606 ebSebbss Carla Sveva 
Malatesia —.————-..—————— Loris Giz7i 
Beis MISITTOMD coccccccccsss «e+e Laura Lucci 

‘Condottieri’ was a term used in 


j the time of the Renaissance, when 
Italy was a mass of little feudal 
states with several powerful families 
wrangling for supremacy and the 
| Church trying to have a finger in 
every pie. Fiom this picturesque 
period Giovanni di Medici wags 
chosen to be the hero of the film 
story, because he was the only one 
of the various feudal lords of the 
time who had the idea of striving 
for a united Italy. There’s a good 
deal, accordingly, about a rnited 
Italy, and the men who rallv ary -"4 
the hero look a good del like 
(Continued on page 31) 
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bse TITLE PRODUCER DISTRIB. TYPE TALENT DIRECTOR TIME REVIEWED 
RELEASE MINS. BY VARIETY 
——<—  -.. ‘OW _ SING E. Finney GN Western Tex Ritter E. Sedgwick 
0/21, 37 ; ee a Sean Hal Roach Par Musical Haley-Kelly-Laurel-Hardy R. N. Bradbury 76 6/2 
NIGHT OF MYSTERY Pat MGM Musical R. Karns-H. Burgess F.. A. Dupont 66 6/30 
THERE GOES MY GIRL W. Sistrom RKO Comedy G. Raymond-A. Sothern-B. Helmes Ben Holmes 74 6/16 
COME ON, COWBOYS Sol Siegel Rep Western B. Livingsten-R. Corrigan Joe Kane 53 6/16 
CHARLIE CHAN AT OLYMPICS J. Stone 20th Mystery W. Oland-K. de Mille H. B. Hum’stone it 5/26 
WINGS OVER HONOLULU FE. M Asher U Rom-Dr R. Milland-W. Barrie H. C. Potter ao 6/2 
THE GO GETTER Cosmo ws Rom-Dr G. Brent-A, Louise B. Berkeley $@ 6/9 
EAGUE OF FRIGHTENED MEN E. Chodorov Cel Drama I. Hervey-W. Connolly Al Green iL 6/16 
5/28/37 Se ee HIM IN PARIS W. Ruggles Par Rom-Com C. Celbert-Meivyn Douglas W. Ruggles 85 6/9 
HOLLYWOOD COWBOY G. A. Hirliman RKO Western G. O’Brien-C. Parker-E. Scott Ewing Scott 
THIS IS MY AFFAIR K. MacGowan 20th Musical R. Tayler-B. Stanwyck- W. A. Seiter 39 6/2 
UNDER THE RED ROBE R. T. Kane 26th Drama C. Veidt-R. Massey V. Seastrom 1¢@ 6/2 
DREAMING LIPS M. Schach UA Rom-Dr E. Bergner-R. Massey Paul Czinner 7@ 5/26 
THE MAN IN BLUE K. Glasmon U Melodrama R. Wilcox-N. Grey M. Carruth 6@ 
KID GALLAHAD WB WB Drama E. G. Rebinsen-B. Davis M. Curtiz 166 6/2 
‘ >. Cel Western Beb Allen-B. Weeks S. G. Bennett 58 7/14 
S/S/sr TALK OF THE DEVIL B. = D. GB Rom-Dr R. Certez-S. Eilers Carl Reid 16 5/19 
HELL DIVERS (RE-ISSUE) MGM MGM Com-Dr W. Beery-Gable-C. Nagle G. Hill 1¢9 12/29/31 
PARNELL J. Stahl MGM Rom-Dr C. Gable-Myrna Ley John Stahl 115 6/9 
HOTEL HAYWIRE Pai Par Comedy L. Carrille-L. Overman G. Archainbaud 65 6 16 
BORDER CAFF Bob Sisk RKO Western J. Beal-H. Carey-Armida Lew Landers 67 6/9 
DOOMED AT SUNDOWN A. W. Hackel Rep Western Bur Steele Sam Newfield 
ANGEL’S HOLIDAY J. Stone 20th Drama J. Withers-Reobert Kent James Tinling 74 §/26 
WLEN THIEF MEETS THIEF Criterion UA Rom-Dr D. Fairbanks, Jr.-V. Hobsen Raoul Walsh 8&5 6/16 
THE WILDCATTER Geo. Owen U Drama S. Colten-J. Regers Ray McCarey 58 6/16 
CASE OF STUTTERING BISHOP WB WB Mystery D. Weeds-Ana Dverak W. Clemens 70 6/2 
6/11 37 A DAY AT THE RACES L. Weingarten MGM Comedy Marx Bros. Sam Wood 169 6/23 
- THE GREAT GAMBINI B. P. Schulberg Par Melodrama A. Tamiroff-J. Trent C. Vidor 76 a/14 
MEET THE MISSUS Al Lewis RKO Comedy H. Brederick-V. Meere Joseph Santley — 65 7/7 
IT COULD HAPPEN TO YOU L. Fields Rep Rom-Dr A. Baxter-A. Leeds Phil Rosen a i 
SHE HAD TO EAT S. G. Engel 20th Comedy Hudsen-Treacher-Haley M. St. Clair 7 1/14 
SLIM WB we Drama P. O’Brien-H. Fonda R. Enright 86 6/30 
BLAZING SIXES WB WwB Western D. Feran-H. Valkis Noel Smith 
6/18 37 TWO-FISTED SHERIFF H. L. Decker Cel Western Cc. Starrett-B. Weeks Leon Barsha 
; BANK ALARM Condor GN Melodrama Cenrad Nagel Louis Gasnier be 6/23 
MARRIED BEFORE BREAKFAST S. Zimbalist MGM Com-Dr R. Young-Flerence Rice E. L. Marin 9 
NORTH OF RIO GRANDE Harry Sherman Pac Western Wm. Beoyd-Gee. Hayes Nate Watt : 
MOUNTAIN MUSIC Ben Glazer Par Comedy B. Burns-Martha Raye C. Reisner 76 6/30 
RIDING ON AIR David Loew RKO Comedy Jee E. Brown E. Sedgwick 7¢@ 6/30 
RHYTHM IN THE CLOUDS A. E. Levoy Rep Musical P. Ellis-W. Hull John H. Auer 64 
YODELIN’ KID FROM PIPiIE RIDGE A. Schaefer Rep Western Gene Autry-B. Bronson Joe Kane 
BIG BUSINESS Max Golden 20th Comedy J. Preuty-S. Deane F. R. Strayer eh 62 
WALT DISNEY’S ACADEMY REVUE W. Disney UA Comedy Cartoon W. Disney 
ARMORED CAR E. M. Asher U Melodrama R. Wiicex-J. Barrett L. Foster 62 ts 
FLY AWAY BABY WB WB Com-Dr G. Farrell-B. MacLane F. McDonald 6e a/14 
WHITE BONDAGE WB ws Drama Jean Muir-G. Oliver Nick Grinde 
6/25/37 DEVIL IS DRIVING Col Cel Melodrama K. Dix-Jean Perry H. Lachman CS) 1/7 
, GIRLS CAN PLAY Ralph Cohn Cel Comedy J. Wells-C. Quigley L. Hillyer 69 6/30 
SWEETHEART OF THE NAVY B. F. Zeidman GN Comedy Eric Linden-C. Parker D. Mansfield 63 é/4 
CAPTAINS COURAGEOUS L. D. Lighton MGM Spectacle F. Barthelemew-Spencer Tracy V. Fleming 115 5/19 
LAST TRAIN FROM MADRID G. M. Arthur Par Drama LL. Ayres-D, Lameur J. Hogan &5 6/23 
YOU CAN’T BEAT LOVE Robert Sisk RKO Rom-Com P. Fester-J. Fontaine C. Cabanne 6e@ 6, 30 
A LAW MAN IS BORN A. W. Hackel Rep Western J. M. Brown-l. Meredith Sam Newfield 61 a/7 
SING AND BE HAPPY M. H. Feld 26th Musical J. Davis-A. Marin H. Lehrman a 6/23 
LOVE IN A BUNGALOW E. M. Asher U Rom-Com N. Grey-K. Taylor Ray McCarey 67 7/7 
ANOTHER DAWN WB WwE Rom-Dr K. Francis-E. Flynn W. Dieterle 73 6/23 
7/2/37 A FIGHT TO THE FINISH R. Cohn Cel Action D. Perry-R. Keith Cc. C. Coleman 58 7/7 
s ONE MAN JUSTICE H. L. Decker Cel Western C. Starrett-B. Weeks Leon Barsha a 
ROARING TIMBER R. Flothow Cel Outdoor Jack Holt-G. Bradley Phil Rosen 67 7/14 
RIDERS OF THE ROCKIES Ed Finney GN Western Tex Ritter R. N. Bradbury ‘ 
THE EMPEROR'S CANDLESTICKS J. Considine MGM Rom-Dr Pewelli-Rainer G. Fitzmaurice 95 6/30 
HIRTEENTH MAN Lon Young Mene Mystery W. Beybura-L Courtney W. Nigh 
MIDNIGHT MADONNA E. Cohen Par Melodrama W. William-fi. Corveil J. Flood bad 
FORLORN RIVER Par Par Western L. Crabbe-June Martel C. Barton 35 i 
NEW FACES OF 1937 Edward Small RKO Musical M. Berie-J. Penner-H. Hilliard Leigh Jason 105 7/7 
SLAVE SHIP N. Johnson 20th Spectacle W. Baxter-W. Beery-E. Alien Tay Garnett 9@ 6/23 
DARK. JOURNEY V. Saville UA Drama C. Veidt-V. Leigh-J. Gardner - Saville 
I COVER THE WAR Trem Carr U Drama J. Wayne-D. Barclay-G. Gaze A. Lubin $3 7/7 
SINGING MARINE L. Edelman WwB Musical D. Pewell-D. Westen Ray Enright 1@5 7/7 
7 /9 /37 THE TWO OF US Gainsborough GB Rom-Com J. Halbert-Gina Male R. Stevenson 
THE SHADOW STRIKES Alexanders GN Mystery R. ue-L. Anders Lynn Shores 61 7/14 
BETWEEN TWO WOMEN MGM MGM Drama Tene-V. Bruce-M. O’Sullivan Seitz 87 
HOOSIER SCHOOLBOY K. Goldsmith Mene Drama M. Reeney-F. Shields W. Nigh 62 630 
WILD MONEY Par Par Com-Dr E. E. Herton-L. Campbeil Louis King 7 
ON AGAIN, OFF AGAIN L. Marcus RKO Comedy Wheeler-Weoelsey-E. Muir Edw. Cline hE 
BORN RECKLESS M. H. Feld 26th Melodrama B. Denlevy-R. Hudson M. St. Clair 66 
WESTBOUND LIMITED McRae-Koenig U Rom-Dr L. Talbet-P. Rowles F. Beebe 
PUBLIC WEDDING WB wB Com-Dr J. Wyman-M. Wilsen Nick Grinde 
EMPTY HOLSTERS WB WB Western D. Feran-P. Walthall B. Eason 
7/16/37 IT CAN’T LAST FOREVER H. L. Decker Cel Rom.-Com, R. Bellamy-B. Furness Ham. MacFadden 6x 77 
KING SOLOMON’S MINES > GB Spectacle A. Lee-R. Young-Rebesen R. Stevenson oO 6/30 
BOOTS OF DESTINY Condor GN Western Ken Maynard A. Rosson 
BLAZING BARRIERS K. Goldsmith Mone Drama F. Ceghlan-E. Arneld, Jr. A. Scotte 
RIDERS OF THE DAWN R. N. Bradbury Mone Westein Jack Randall R. N. Bradbury 
TOPPER Hal Roach MGM Comedy C. Bcanett-R. Yeung N. MacLeod 98 7/14 
EASY LIVING A. Hornblow, Jr. Par Comedy J. Avcthur-®. Milland M. Leisen 88 7/7 
SUPER SLEUTH Edw. Small RKO Mystery J. Oakie-A. Sothern Ben Stoloff 75 7/14 
THE RED ROPE A. W. Hackel Rep estern Beb Steele-i.. Jannary S. Roy Luby 
THE CALIFORNIAN Sol Lesser 20th Western R. Arien-R. Cortez Gus Meins 59 
THE ROAD BACK Grainger-Whale U Drama J. King-B. Read-A. Devine J. Whale 105 6/23 
EVER SINCE EVE Cosmo WB Rom-Com M. Davies-R. Montgomery L. Bacon ki 6/30 
7/23/37 RENDEZVOUS IN ALPS J. Hagen GN Rom-Dr J. Baxter-A. Bushel B. Vorhauis 
, BROADWAY MELODY "38 J. Cummings MGM Musical Tayler-E. Pewell-S. Tucker R. Del Ruth 
PARADISE ISLE Dorothy Reid Mene Drama Mevita-W. Hull A. G. Collins 7 
RUSTLER’S VALLEY H. Sherman Par Western William Boyd Nate Watt 58 7/7 
THE BIG SHOT Maury Cohen RKO Comedy C. Witherspeeon-Kibbee Edw. Killy 
THE LADY ESCAPES L. L. Landau 20th Rom-Com M. Whalen-G. Stuart Eugene Forde 
TOWN SCOUT WB WE Comedy D. Weeds-J. Madden Louis King 
7/38/37 A DANGEROUS ADVENTURE W. MacDonald Cei Action D. Terry-R. Keith D. R. Lederman 
, WHERE THERE’S A WILL Gainsborough GB Rom-Dr Will Hay-Lilli Palmer M. Varnell 
SMALL TOWN BOY Zion Myers GN Comedy S. Erwin-J. Compten Glenn Tryon 
LEGION OF MISSING MEN I. E. Chadwick Mene Drama Ralph Forbes H. McFadden 
EXCLUSIVE Ben Glazer Par Melodrama F. MacMerray-F. Farmer Al Hall 
TOAST OF NEW YORK Edw. Small RKO Rom-Dr E. Arneli-F. Farmer-Oakie Rowiand V. Lee $3 7/14 
WEE WILLIE WINKIE Gene Markey 2@th Drama S. Vempie-V. McLaglen John Ford 165 30 
VOGUES OF 1938 W. Wanger UA Musical W. Saxter-J. Bennett J. Feyder 
REPORTED MISSING E. M. Asher U Melodrama Wra, Gargan-J. Regers M. Carruth 
MARRY THE GIRL WB ws Comedy Mary Seland-H. Herbert Wm. McGann 
SHE’S NO LADY B. P. Schulberg Par Melodrama Dverek- John Trent Cc. Vidor 65 
8/6, 37 RANGER STEPS IN Col Cel Western R. Alien-E. Stewart S. G. Bennett 
. MYSTERY OF HOODED HORSEMAN WB WE Melodrama P. O’Brien-H. Bogart L. Bacon 
SARATOGA Ed Finney GN Western Tex Ritter Ray Taylor 
THE OUTER GATE Hyman-Emerson MGM Rom-Dr Gable-Harlow Jack Conway “oe 7/14 
ARTISTS AND MODELS I. E. Chadwick Mene Drama Raiph Ferbes H. MacFadden 
STELLA DALLAS L. E. Gensler Par Musical J. Benny-G. Patrick Raoul Walsh 
SAN QUENTIN S. Goldwyn UA Drama Stanwyck-Beles King Vidor 
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H’WOOD’S RAH-RAH SPIRIT 


on 








to spoil color in close-ups. 





Progress of Color 


Polite feud going on between various producers over 
color the public will take isn’t really affecting the progress of color. 
Each production seems to show a decided advance, 
tisans are now arguing that if as much progress were made with 
each production in black and white as is being made in color 


studio would have to worry about its grosses for a long time to 
come. 

Walter Wanger’s ‘Vogues’ is considered as much better than 
‘a Star Is Born’ as ‘A Star Is Born’ was considered better than 
‘Ramona.’ 

Chief advance in ‘Vogues’ is in the gradations of color. In ‘A 


Star Is Born’ the color was reddish and lacked natural gradations, 
with shadows having a tendency to go black. In ‘ 

shadows show fine color gradations, 
shading, which is a great advance over 


Hollywood, July 13. 
how much 
and color par- 


, no 


Vogues’ even the 
and: the close-ups have pastel 
the old grain which used 








Pa. Test Suit on Chain Biz Tax: 
Affects Theatres, Chain Stores, Etc. 


Philadelphia, July 13. 
Temporary injunction restraining 
State from collecting newly-passed 
tax on chain theatres, pending test of 
the act's constitutionality, was issued 
by Harrisburg courts Friday (9). 
Action came on suits filed by chain 


: H » | 
groceries and five and dime stores, 


which also would be badly hit by 
levy. Tax, it is figured, will cost 
Warner circuit about $25,000 yearly 


and Comerford $16,000. 


Constitutionality of the sock was 


challenged by the circuits on the 
grounds it was discriminatory and 
exempts certain ‘chain’ groups, such 
as newsstands. It is also argued that 
tax is so stiff in upper brackets ($500 
per establishment), that it amounts 
to ‘confiscation and destruction of 
business.’ 
BD. C.’s 2% Idea 
Washington, July 13. 

Another tax rap on National 
Capital theatre-owners is in the 
offing with Congress scraping the 


cash draw er for $6,000,000 to wipe | 


out deficit of the District of Colum- 
bia government. Two percent levy 
would be imposed on firms 
‘privilege’ of doing business here. 
Measure passed the House weeks ago 
but has been drastically revised in 
the Senate. 


WB’S ‘ZOLA’ INTO ITS 
SIST ST., NY, AT $2 


‘Life of Emile Zola,’ a 1937-38 fea- | 
ture recently completed by Warner | 
Bros., will open in New York next 








month at $2 top, the first picture to | 


be roadshown by Warners 
‘Midsummer Night’s Dream,’ 
seasons back. 
tensively 
country 


since | 
two | 


two-a-dayed acress 
and in Canada, going into 


Smaller towns, but whether or not | 


similar selling of ‘Zola’ will be de- 
cided awaits the New York open- 
ing, 

Tentative date set for the 5ist. 
Street (formerly Hollywood), N. Y., 
where ‘Zola’ will be roadshown, is 


> ll. Heavy ad campaign will 
Sure, 





Incorporations 





CALIFORNIA 
Sacramenio. 

Medera Pictures Corp.; distribution; 
Capital, 1500 shares, ho par; permitte ad 
to issue 15 © sh Ss x rectors: Sadie 
Ornitz, Arthur Oraits, Nat Rosin. 
- Sereen Juveniles, Ime.; eapital stock, 
» 00. none subscribed. Directors: Ed 
ward W. Rose, Il. C. Overdorff, 8. James | 


Marsh 


Sherman Oaks Theatre Corp.; capital 
Stock, $19,000, none subscribed Dires 
tore  & Berle -s FP. Skouras, Charles A 
Buckley, George Topper, Albert W 
Leeds, John “B. Bertero, 
—_ andort Theatre Corp.; 
pie 4) subse ribed, Directors 
tart Sk ouras, Charles A. Buckley, 


Geurge Topper, Albert W. L eeds, Jolin 
B. Bertero 


capital stock, 
hone 


a P 


Preferred Pictures, Ine.; film exchange: | 


for | 


Latter was very ex-| 
the | 





‘Dead End’ Into Riv, N. Y.?) 


| tainment at fairly moderate costs the | 





George Skouras is angling 
‘Dead End,’ new Samuel Goldwyn |} 
film, for showing at the Rivoli, N. Y.} 

It is understood that Skouras has | 
had ss several conversations with 
United Artists sales officials in this} 


regard but no deal has been consum- | 


| mated as yet. 


NW ALLIED STILL HOT 


ON DIVORCEMENT BILL 


Minneapolis, 
President W. 


west Allied announces the launching 


July 13. 


| of a fight in Minnesota to put over a | 
divorcement measure and a theatre | 


chain tax bill at the next regular 
| session of the state legislature two 
years hence. Both laws would have 
tee effect of driving the Minnesota 


Amus. Co. 
he admits. 


Steffes explains that the fight is 
the only move left for the inde- 
pendents in this territory as a result 
of the refusal of the producing com- 
pany heads to meet with the inde- 
| pendent leaders at a roundtable 
‘peace conference’ to try to settle 
trade differences on a compromise 
basis. 

Work already is under way to or- 
ganize all legislative districts, he 
says. Sentiment for the independents’ 
proposed legislation will be created 
by talks by J. P. Devaney, former 
| state chief justice and now North- 
west Allied counsel, over the radio 
and before local civic organizations. 
Theatres also will run trailers giving 
the independents’ side of the matters 
|und candidates for office will be 
| pledged to support the program, ac- 
peerting Se! to Steffes. 


(Publix) out of business, 


' 





‘J.D. Clark Huddling 
On Coast Until Aug. 


John D. Clark, 20th-Fox general 
sales manager, will not return from 
the Coast until ‘around Aug. 1 from 
conferences relating to sales and 
plans for the coming season. 

Another high distribution execu- 
| tive. Al Lichtman of Metro, isn’t ex- 





pe ected back to New York until 
around Sept. 1. With his leaving, 
| Bill Rodgers, national sales head, 
returned to his desk at the home 


office Monday (12). 





Loaded with Loan-Outs 
Hollywood, July 13. 


Ann Nagel, borrowed from War- 
i ners. and William Hall, on loan from 


‘apital stock, 1,500 shares, par value | Universal, top cast of Republic’s 
od + gr y to issue 20 shares. Di- | ‘Fools in Paradise, which Harold 
Jack H Zainsky, samuel 3. ‘uae Shumate is directing. Hamilton Mc- 
hte peg aust Ohe power acl Srametriptions; Fadden directs. 
mon shares, par Sie; permitted e ie | Added to support are Dean Jag- 
oe ov" preferred and 50 common shares. | gai Charles Waldron, Ward Bond 


Ss Frank S. Winsten, Lou R 


Winston, Clarence Winston, 


,;and George Meeker. 


for | 


A. Steffes of North- | 


[COLLEGE CYCLE 
IN GRTSK PLAY 


Keeping ’Em Under $1,000,- 
000 in Cost—Most All 
with Songs and Dance 
Numbers—Elastic for Tal- 
ent Budgets 


O.K. AT THE B.O. 





Hollywood, July 13. 
College musical pictures will be 
quite a vogue during the 1937-38 
season with practically all of the 


| majors having lined up or lining up 
| story material for this type of pro- 

duction. Studios figure that with 
| the swing vogue and the desire 
| youthful and refreshing light enter- 


| college musical type of pictures will 
| be very much in demand by exhibit- 
ors for the new season, 

| Studios point out that they 
; not overextend themselves in 
heavy cast names or expensive 
| directors to turn out this type of 
product which can prove glamorous, 
| colorful and flashy at a cost which 
leaves the producer a safe margin 


need 


|of profit almost regardless of the 
| quality of picture. 
Paramount jumped the gun on 


| this type of production in 1933 when 


it turned out ‘College Humor,’ 
| directed by Wesley Ruggles, and 


| which proved a box office clean-up. 
It had Bing Crosby, Jack Oakie, 
Richard Arlen and Mary Carlisle 
topping the cast. Then it was ‘Col- 
lege Rhythm,’ directed by Norman 
Taurog, and last year ‘College Holi- 
| day,’ directed by Frank Tuttle. This 
year it will be ‘College Swing,’ to 
be directed by Raoul Walsh, which 
will have in its cast Burns and 
Allen, Martha Raye, Charles Butter- | 
worth, Eleanore Whitney, Ben Blue, 
Johnny Downs, Rufe Davis, John 
Howard, Robert Cummings, Marsha | 
Hunt and Olympe Bradna. 


Keeping It Under $1,600,000 Mark 


Though cast for the latter picture | 
is imposing in talent, the salary nut 
is not out of bounds and the pic- 
ture should come through for less 
than the $1,000,000. mark, which 
seems to be the low for major 
filmusicals nowadays. 


Darryl Zanuck at 20th-Fox last 
season mopped up with ‘Pigskin 
Parade,’ a college musical which, in 
Hollywood parlance, ‘cost buttons.’ 


gins at College,’ 
Bros. get their 
tunities. 
Warners just completed ‘Varsity 
Show,’ with Fred Waring and his 
crew in this cycle of pix, which, 
however, went well over the $1,000,- 
000 mark in production. That plant, 
however, is also working on a yarn) 
now, ‘Campus Scandals,’ which 


first starring oppor- 


and Jerry Wald and which it is fig- 





; ners a good margin of profit. 


for | 


+ 





Amus. Stocks Miniature Bull 


Market Because of Summer Boom? 





Texas Nixing Banko 


Galveston, July 13. 
Beaumont only large city in state 
where bank nights are still in vogue. 
Grand jury after investigating 
ignored them. District Judge R. A. 


Shivers issued orders to new grand 
ury to go into matter. 
‘The name has been changed to) 


‘gift night,’ 
same game,’ 


but apparently it’s 


said the judge. 


NATIONAL THEATRES’ 
COLO. CONV. AUG. 9 


enver, July 13. 
National Theatres Corp., owner of 
Fox properties throughout the U. S., 


. 

Steady strength in picture com- 
pany stocks culminated last Friday 
(9) in the stock market when they 


the | 


will hold its annual meeting in 

Colorado Springs next month. Head- 
| quarters will be the Broadmoor 
| hotel, and the six-day session will | 


| begin Aug. 9. 


top- | 


Attending will be Spyros Skouras, 
Joe Schenck, Sid Ként, Darryl 
Zanuck, Rick Ricketson, 


Inc.; Ned Depinet, 
RKO; Gradwell Sears of Warners; 
Abe Montague, sales 
Columbia Pictures; 
Paramount 


president 


Pictures; Arch Bowles, 


| tial 


president | 
of the Fox Intermountain Theatres, | 


lattracted attention to 


division manager for Fox-West 
| Coast, at San Francisco; Frank New- | 
| man, president Evergreen theatres, 
Seattle; Harold Fitzgerald, Mil- 
waukee; John Hamrick, Seattle | 
theatre operator; E. C. Roden, Kan- ! 
sas City: Rosenberg & Finkelstein 


| 





This year’s sequel is titled ‘Life Be- | 
in which the Ritz 


| 
| 


| 
| 
' 
| 
| 
| 


is | day 
being drafted by Joseph Schrank | Court 


ured will be brought in at a price | 
of around $600,000, to afford War-| Corp. 


operators of 
to district managers, bookers and 
film buyers for the Fox organiza- 
tion from all parts of the country. 


a big chain, in addition 


H. B. Franklin’ s Default 
Award Vs. His Bro., J. J. 


Harold B. Franklin was awarded | 
a default judgment for $7,500 in. 
U. S. district court yesterday (Tues- 
day) against his brother, John Jay 
Franklin, his wife, Birdie, and the 
Jay Jay Theatres Corp. 

Plaintiff sued as assignee of the 
Brookin Corp. claiming defendants 
failed to made good loan made in 
1934 presumably to develop the 
Franklin theatre chain in Honolulu. 
Harold B. claimed loan was obtained 
by misrepresentation. 


RKO’s 


Rental Liability 


Chances of former landlords of 


on defaulted rentals on long-term 


(Tuesday) when the Circuit 

of Appeals reduced from 
| $17,000 to $3,700 the lower court's 
award to the Fort Worth Properties 


|Cut From $17,000 to $3,700. 


| year, 





| from the time B&K busses pick 


Its original claim was for | 
Plant | $507,000. The higher court decided # 


is also getting into shape a football | claimant was only entitled to pay-| 


; yarn which will probably 
| musical interpolations under title of 
| ‘Block That Kick.’ 

Selznick Takes a Whirl 


Dave Selznick at Seiznick-Inter- 
| national is also going in for this 
type of picture under title of ‘Prom 


ins Taken i 
ori ni by Sierere| Monks, 


Cirl,’ an original 
Finklehoffe, who 


Jr., and Fred F. 
| wrote ‘Brother Rat.’ 


Meiro has had a 
writers outlining a college musical 
idea which is unannounced on the 
program, but which studio wants to 
release around the Yule period. Uni- 
versal and RKO are also mulling 
yarns of this type, to get them undex 
way in time to swing in with thi: 





large group of 





cycle before the saturation period 
sets in, 

Columbia has a yarn, ‘College 
Hero,’ which will be done as a 
musical. Republic is also fooling 
around with a couple of colleg 
titles they want to adapt to a musica! 


j pic yarn and score. 


have | 


ment on actual occupancy of the 
theatre by RKO due to the fact that 
the property had been subleased 
immediately after RKO had filed its 


| bankruptcy petition. 


Disputed lease was entered into in 


1931 and was to run until 1956. RKO 
opened the theatre in 1833, a few 
days before declaring itself bank- 
rupt. The Fort Worth corp. filed 
claim for the remaining rental, but 
had not revealed it had subleased 


the property. A special master ree- 
ommended payment of $17,000 which 
was okayed by Judge Bondy. Both 
the corporation and Irving Trust Co 
as trustee for RKO, appealed and 
the higher court this week found in 
favor of the trustee. The decision 
will have considerable weight on re- 
maining rental claims pending against 


RKO The Hippodrome Building 
Corp. of Cleveland received a sim- 
ilar setback a week ago by the same 


court on its claim for defaulted rent 


of the Cleveland Hipp by RKO 


| streeters testified against him 


staged a miniature bull move of 


their 


own. Not only did this inter- 
est shoot up a majority of issues 
but it produced four and five times 


the amount of 
shares. 


volume in various 
Film share quotations were liter- 
ally all over the tane late 
and throughout Friday's 
Columbia Pictures, 
atres, Consolidated 
Pathe, 


Thursday 
trading. 
The- 
Loew .? 
RKO, 
Warner 


as trad- 


General 
Film, 
Radio, 
and 
activity, 


Paramount, 
20th-Fox, Technicolor 
Bros. joined in the 
ers bid up prices. 

Traders fisured that the heat wave 
extending ove: much of the country 
| would force additional persons into 
| air-cooled theatres because offering 
the only sustained spot for comfort 
in many communities. Film com- 
pany issues with theatre affiliations 
were particularly in demand,.bear- 
ing out this belief. | Actually, current 
b. 0. grosses report the heat’'s effect 
as negative.| However, the continued 
strong earnings of most producer- 
distributor companies served as the 


of | build- -up which has been marked by 


| consistently 
manager for | 


Neil Agnew, v.p. | 


good buying in these 
shares for 10 days to two weeks. 
Enthusiasm for amusement stocks, 
Pathe Films 
and Consolidated Film issues, which 
have been lying dormant for 
time. 


some 
Latter made the most substan- 


gains, showing more than two 
points advance in two days while 
Pathe was up about a point on vast 


volume. 

Paramount, Warner Bros., Loew 
and 20th-Fox shares made new highs 
for the current move. Eastman Ko- 
dak made several new highs for the 
after an extended period of 
buying by traders. Loew was aided 
by an unusually good earnings state- 
ment. 


‘B&K ANNUAL PICNIC 
TODAY SHUTS UP CHI 


Chicago, July 13. 

Annual Balaban & Katz picnic to 
be held tomorrow (14) on the Bala- 
ban estate. Means that every 
theatrical office in town will have 
‘Gone for the Day’ signs hung on the 
door knobs. This is the day when 
everybody in Chicago show-business 
becomes brothers under the skin 
‘em 
until they're 
and tired, late 


up early in the morning, 
dropped off, well fed 
at night. 

Practically only theatrical business 


: d | done in Chicago that day will be at 
RKO theatres collecting huge claims | B&K houses, which will still operate, 
ees without executives. 


leases took considerable dive vester- | 


PHILLY’S FILM RAFFLES 

Philadelphia, July 13. 
Everyone on Philly's film rialto 
was breathing easier last Thursday 
fter a man charged with being the 
sneak thief who had robbed seveval 
exchanges and premium houses was 
sentenced to six months. Three Vine 
at the 

trial. 

Since then De-Lite Premium out- 
fit has been burglarized twice, once 
on the same night the allege d thie? 


ae N 
Was sentenced. Ow everyoudy s 


wondering. 


RCA’S 3007 JUMP OVER ‘36 


Camden, July 13 
Compilation of records in connec- 
tion with the sale of RCA Photophone 
equipment foi 
of 1937 reveals a 
of 300% over the 

period of last year 
1937. saw the establi 
all-time high for rep 


the first six months 


busine increase 
corresponding 


June, shment 


of an ducing 


machine installations for ihat 
month, with a showing | times 
better than June, 19236. according to 
‘ slatement issued by Kiwin H 
Hartley, RCA Photophone head 


Peart neo ees (pie 


LEE es I ts : a CL en ~ 
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A NEW SEASON Ah 





















































The approach of the 1937- 
38 season brings a new era 
in the sale of GB pictures—and 
a new policy. .. . The past few 
years have shown unmistakable 
signs that both exhibitors and audi- 
ences will generally support films of 
high calibre. . . . That fact will be our 
sole guide for the new season. The GB 





program for 1937-38 will offer none 





but Class “A" pictures—the finest 





product to come from any studio. ... 





In order to accomplish this goal, GB 


will release a limited number of pic- 





tureS—NOT LESS THAN TWELVE—few 








enough in number to guarantee 





the maximum in quality and enter- 
tainment. .. . That there may be 
no doubt in the exhibitor’s mind 


as to our intentions and our 





confidence, GB will arrange, 
for those exhibitors who 





prefer it, a picture-by- 
picture buying plan. 





“LADY OF LA PAZ’ 


Smashing stage success. Notable cast to be announced soon. 

















4 


JESSIE 


MATTHEWS ‘ 


Lovely, Sparkling, Glorious! 
The world's foremost danc- 
ing and singing star, ina 


ANNA 


LEE 


The Gorgeous Blonde. Her ’ H. 


class by herself as the No. |! popularity grows a hundred- © of 
Girl of the box-office. Jessie fold with each succeeding the 
Matthews will star in 3 big ° release in which she appears. b 
productions. Anna Lee will be starred in 3 te 
productions. be 

2 


“SAILING ALONG" 
"SPARKLE" 
“GLAMOROUS LADY" 


, “NON-STOP NEW YORK” — 
me) “TRE UNCONQUERED WOMAN” 
= “A GIRL MUST LIVE” 


ar 


i 
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” NON-STOP NEW YORK 


A giant airship spanning the At- 
lantic. ... Its passengers involved 


in a game of love, intrigue and 








\ ' murder! 
4 Starring ANNA LEE with John 
1 Loder and Desmond Tester. 


Directed by Robert Stevenson. 


“THE GIRL PAT’ 





Front page newspaper scoop. Rousing yarn of true adventure. 







wa 


7 ANNA 








y NEAGLE 


Most refreshing personality 
developed in the past year. 









NOVA 


PILBEAM % 





Beauty and brains, topped 
off with that spark called ge- 















r } Her memorable triumph inone “am sone ve dynamic star will 
- | ofthe outstanding pictures of appear in 2 pictures. 
} the year placed this youthful, 
. {Appealing actress at the very ° 
’ top of the list of great emo- 

aaa; Nove Fabeom wit “LOOK OUT FOR LOVE" 

starred in 2 pictures. 
« “THE SHOW GOES ON” 

" & “THE WEDDING 
: DREAM” 


“EMPTY WORLD" 


Canada Distributors 
Empire Films, Ltd. 
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Lefty Runs Off His 
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Pix Fast to Stir 


Up a Breeze, but Heat's Too Tough 


By Joe Laurie, Jr. 





Coolacres, Cal., July, 13. 
Dear Joe: 
The guy that named this town 
sure had a sense of humor. It’s 
been so hot out here that I even 


had to change my sign from ’30 de- | 


grees cooler inside’ to ‘40 degrees 


i 
| 
| 
} 


Greenthal, Leonard 
West on UA Adv. Biz 


Monroe Greenthal, chief of adver- 
tising and publicity at United Artists, 


cooler inside.’ At that, it was much}. for the Coast Sunday (11) by 


cooler in the theatre than in the 
place cooler, ran a hose over it all | 
morning, put fans on the floor, but) 
nothing helped. It was hotter than| 
a strip-teaser on her first show in 
St. Louis. 

We had a couple of guys in the} 
other afternoon and we ran the pic- 
ture off fast, so it would make a 
breeze. Aggie tries to look cool in 
the box-office with a lighter shade 
of hair, She also has a fan hitting 
the customers’ kissers when. they 
buy a ticket...one guy thought Ag- 
zie had asthma. 

The other afternoon two. kids 
came up and laid down a dime a 
piece for tickets, Aggie asked one 
of ‘em, ‘How old are you, boys?’ He 
says, ‘We’re 11 years old.’ Well, Ag- 
gie got suspicious and asks, ‘Are you 
sure?’ And‘ the boy answers, ‘O, yes. 


|plane on general confabs with the | ; : ¢ 
: : “ red and common shares, with the 
sun. We did everything to make the} company’s producers on the Coast. | ferred < é h 


Charles A, Leonard, new western 
advertising representative of United 
Artists, headquartering on the Pacific 


3] 3 1 < by } 
slope, preceded him on Friday by; ; the payment of at least as much as 


train. Leonard will work in close 
cooperation with Samuel Goldwyn, 
Walter Wanger and other U. A. pro- 
ducers. Leonard was promoted from 
the home office post of exploitation 
manager. 

Carl Kruger, of the field exploita- 
tion staff, has been upped to ex- 
ploitation manager, succeeding 
Leonard. 


Kohner’s Metro Drift 


Hollywood, July 13. 
Paul Kohner, who has been at 











ma’m: We're brothers, We were 
born in the same year. I’m just six 
months older than he is.’ This one 
had Aggie winging, but she let them 


in and tried to study it out until | 


she became dizzy and give it up. 
You know, Aggie ain’t had much 
schooling; the little she got she is 
going to sue them for. She is what 
they call in this state natively smart, 
but this ain't her state. 

Talkin’ about headaches, I got 
mine, too. A lot of these guys in 
this town annoy women sitting next 
to them in the theatre. Aggie calls 
‘em ‘Candid Clutchers’...they keep 
moving around and always sit next 
to some woman, One _ customer 
came out the other day while I was 
standin’ gabbing to Aggie and she 
complained about -some guy sitting 
next to her who tried to bother her. 
I asked her what kind of a looking 
man he was, and she sez, ‘An old 
man.’ I said, ‘Why didn’t you come 

, out and tell us right away, so we 
could have nabbed him?’ and she 
said, ‘I was in the middle of the last 
reel and I didn’t want to miss it.’ 
Then I asked her when she came 
in and she sez, ‘Oh, I come in on the 
dime bargain hour.’ Well, this made 
Aggie hot and she said, ‘Lady, what 
do you want for a dime, Robert Tay- 
lor?’ I told Aggie not to talk like 
that; she’s liable to get it into these 
dames’ heads for us to get Robert 
Taylor to make an appearance. 

Well, Joe, one of our dancing pu- 
pil’s father is an electrician, so he 
gave me a good price on a new sign 
for the theatre. I let him put up a 
neon sign over the marquee, “The 
World in Motion’ (that’s the name of 
our joint), Besides the name he has 
a globe of the whole world spinning 
around and around and the lights 
go on and off. The first night it was 
mostly off, 

It’s the first sign of its kind he 
ever made, so he says he has to 
learn something about it, too. He 
watches it every night and has his 
whole family bring in tools...and 
meanwhile watch the show for free. 
It is a good flash when it works. We 
pay half of it off in dancing lessons 
to his kids and the other half in 
cash, at certain times; that is, cer- 
tain times when we have it. Aggie 
sez our revolving world works as 
bad as the regular world. The heat 
ain't helping Aggie. 

Give our bést to the boys and girls 
laying in the sand in front of the 
Bond building. SEZ 

Your pal. 
Lefty. 

P. S. The pictures this week are 

“Hot Money’ and ‘Fun in a Furnace: 


Bette’s Synthetic Hop 


Hollywood, July 13. 
Adventures. of a_ globe-girdling 
aviatrix, probably with Amelia Ear- 
hart in mind, will be depicted in 
“Around the World,’ planned as a 
starrer for Bette Davis at Warners. 
Robert Lord will produce. 


PIVAR GN PRODUCER 


Hollywood, July 13. 
Ben Pivar, produces Stuart Erwin’s 
ond Grand National starrer, ‘Face 
Facts.’ 
Richard English is scripting. 











| Metro for almost two years without 
| producing a picture, is leaving the 
| lot shortly. 

Producer is negotiating for a 
berth at Columbia studios. 


Weber and Fields’ Pic 


Hollywood, July 13. 
Joe Weber and Lew Fields will be 
teamed in ‘Park Avenue Follies,’ a 
Paramount musical. 
B. P. Schulberg produces. 


2 More in N. M. Brings 
Gibraltar String to 27 


Denver, July 13. 

Gibraltar Enterprises, Inc., has in- 
creased its number to 27 theatres 
with the addition of two New Mexico 
houses. The Loma at Socorro will 
be reopened after an $11,000 re- 
modeling job, including Western 
Electric sound, cooling system, new 
seats, and redecorating. House was 
bought from J. R. Foss. Other N. 
M. House is the Pastime, Springer, 
to be taken over Aug. 1 from Carl 
J. Garritson. A $17,000 remodeling 
job will give the town a practically 
new theatre when reopened on 
Sept. 1. 

Two Gibraltar houses in Casper, 
Wyo., will receive attention during 
the: summer, The Rialto will get a 
new marquee and upright sign, said 
to be the biggest in the Rocky Moun- 
tain area. The America will be 
closed as soon as bids are in for a 
complete redecorating, recarpeting 
and relighting job, with other de- 
tails to be worked out. These houses 
are under the direct supervision of 
E. J. Schulte. 

Gibraltar was organized a few 
years ago by Charles Gilmour, for- 
mer Warner Bros. exchange man- 
ager, with several theatre owners in 
the Denver area pooling their in- 
terests. 

















Peggy Phillips at Par 


Hollywood, July 13. 
Peggy Phillips, playwright, goes 
to Paramount under a termer. 
Her last play was ‘The Brink of 
| Glory.’ 








- MICKEY’S RAH-RAH PLANS 
Salt Lake City, July 13. 

| Mickey Rooney, en route to Poca- 
tello, Idaho, to visit relatives. ae- 

| ene g any intention to marry an {daho 

| girl. 

| Intends to resume studies at the 

| University of California at Les 


#34 
jail. 


Angeles next 





STAYING WITH IT 
Holly wood, July 13. 
Herbert Biberman draws a two- 
| Way task on Paramount's ‘Prison 
| Farm,’ working with True Boardman 
| on the script and also being slated 
to direct. 
Lew Ayres heads the cast. 





Berle’s Film Dates 


Milton Berle will probably run 
between two pictures and two stu- 
dios in the fall. 

He’s slated for ‘Having Wonderful 
Time’ at RKO and Warner Bros. 
wants him for ‘Hollywood Hotel.’ 








| 


CONS. FILM EARNINGS 


AUGUR EARLY RE-CAP 





The five-month earnings report of 
Consolidated Film Industries, re- 
vealing profit of $335,483 after 
charges, produced a snappy move 
upwards last week in the company’s 
preferred stock and firming up of 
common shares. 

Consolidated Film is supposed to 
pay $2 annually on present preferred 
stock, but no action has been taken 
on the payment on preferred shares 
this year awaiting decision on the 
proposed re-cap plan. Hence, 
in arrears. Reason is that this plan 


| would call for issuance of new pre- 





former placed on a new divvy pay- 
ment basis. 

Current earnings are viewed in 
some financial quarters as justifying 


was paid out in 1936 but it is doubt- 
ful if any action will be taken until 
it is officially known whether the 
new setup is going through or not. 


"Nother Tuner for Walsh 


Hollywood, July 13. 

As the result of his directorial 
work on Paramount's ‘Artists and 
Models,” Raoul Walsh ~ has “béen 
signed to direct studio's ‘College 
Swing,’ forthcoming musical. 

Walsh currently is in Cedars of 
Lebanon hospital undergoing treat- 
ment. 











Netter’s Close Call 


Leon Netter, Paramount theatre 
executive, and his family had a nar- 
row escape Sunday night (11) during 
the storm when lightning struck a 
large tree only about 20 feet from 
their house in Bronxville, N, Y, 

Bolt topped the tree but it fell 
away from the house instead of on it. 





Par’s Newsreel 








(Continued from page 4) 





never have occurred hadn’t the La- 
Follette Civil Liberties eommittee 
in Washington shown them amid 
much publicity at a public screening. 





Cleveland’s Nix on Pix 
Cleveland, July 13. 
Serious strike situations are re- 
sponsible for unofficial banning of 
Paramount’s newsreel pictures of 
Chicago riots in all Cleveland thea- 
tres for at least the next fortnight, 


.due to police orders. 


Film was offered to three theatres 
but Loew’s Stillman and Universtty 
withheld it. Only spot that showed 
it was the nabe Shaker, where audi- 
ence cheered it at opening. It was 
yanked at orders of Eliot Ness, po- 
lice safety director, on grounds it 
might incite strikers. Wants it held 
up here until after the reopening of 
local Republic steel plants closed by 
a five-week strike of C.I.O. affiliates. 
Ness put it up to all theatre ex- 
hibitors who agreed to his plan of 
‘voluntary control.’ 





Columbus, July 13. 

All downtown theatres here turned 
thumbs down on Paramount’s news- 
reel shots of the Memorial Day riot 
in South Chicago but J. Real Neth’s 
neighborhood Clinton showed the 
film, drawing a two-column review 
from William S. Cunningham, film 
critic of the Scripps-Howard Citizen. 
Half a dozen other nabes will play 
the reel. 





Greensboro, N. C.y July 13. 
Not a single theatre ih the Caro- 
linas has yet shown the Par newsreel 
of the strike demonstration. Com- 
plaints have been heard that censor- 
ship of regular newsreels frequently 
has been made in deletion of scenes 
regarded by managements as incit- 
ing organization of labor. 
St. Louis, July 13. 
Although by tacit agreement local 


police, Fanchon & Marco and 
MPTOA of Eastern Missouri and 
Southern Illinois, Par’s ‘massacre’ 


newsreel was not shown here, C. C. 
Murray, mgr. of Lincoln theatre, 
Belleville, Iil., near here, gave two 
showings of pix last week. Murray 
said he signed a contract with Par 
for showing of reel and there was 
no interference from authorities. 
Town's Police Chief, Thomas H. 
Lonie, attended preview and said he 
saw no reason why pix should not 
be shown. Chief Lonie was given 
final say-so by Mayor George Remn- 
snider. House did SRO on strength 
of publicity attending private show- 
ing before Congressional Committee. 


it is| 
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Par-Philly 


‘War’ Test 
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versal has listed six pix at 35% and 
six at 30% on new season’s contract 
and added that a similar situation 
will arise in the case of other com- 
panies if fight against Paramount is 
lost. 

At meeting it was said Barrist’s 
committee, which includes Jay 
Emanuel, Lewen Pizor and George 
Aarons, had gone to see local Par 
manager, Earle Sweigert, a week be- 
fore in an attempt to get some ad- 
justment. Sweigert said his hands 
were tied and told committee to put 
it in writing and he’d forward it to 
the h. o. 

Home Office’s Ultimatum 


received. A telegram was sent the 
h. o. three days before the mass 
meeting. This also went unanswered, 
as did one the morning of the big 
confab. So right before the meet- 
ing, the committee got on the phone 
with New York execs. As a result 
of this talk, Barrist said that the 
Par h. o. had unequivocally de- 
manded the following of exhibs: 

1. Four pix at 35%. Exhib gets 
next 1742% and then splits with’ Par 
50-50 on remainder. 

2. Eight pix at 30%. 
next 15% and.rest split. 

3. Ten pix at 30% which, if not up 
to expectations (éxchange to decide), 
revert to 25%. Exhib gets next 742% 
and then 50-50 split. 

4. Fifteen other pix divided be- 
tween straight 25% or flat rental. 

New York execs, Barrist said, flatly 
told the UMPTO men that they ‘are 
not interested in exhibitors who can’t 
make money with Paramount pic- 
tures at the prices Paramount wants.’ 

The exhibs at the meeting there- 
upon unanimously agreed to reject 
contract for next year in full; de- 
mand 20% reduction next season 
over this; insist that two pix bought 
last season be delivered—‘High, Wide 
and Handsome’ and ‘Souls at Sea’— 
and agreed to have no dealings what- 
soever with Par. 

Those present agreed also not to 
use newsreels and shorts, as well as 
features. They were instructed 
when availability notices arrive to 
send them to UMPTO headquarters. 
The committee will return each of 
these notices to Sweigert in person. 

Exhibs at the mass meeting were 
also informed that UMPTO attorneys 
are exploring possibilities of suing 
Par to force delivery of all sold pix. 
It was said the action is ‘intended 
to give all film contracts, Para- 
mount’s in particular, a thorough Ju- 
dicial airing and to that end Mr. 
Zukor, Mr. Balaban and other Par 
execs will be subpoenaed to answer 
a large number of questions that 
have long bothered exhibitors.’ 


Exhib gets 





N. W. All Worked Up, Also 
Minneapolis, July 13. 

The trade here is expecting fire- 
works aplenty Aug. 1 when Twin 
City independent exhibititors, mem- 
bers of Northwest Allied States, are 
scheduled to start picketing the 
Paramount exchange and any the- 
atres playing Par pictures. The 
picketing will be in connection with 
a ‘date strike’ called against the Zu- 
kor company. 

One hundred Minneapolis and St. 
Paul independent theatres were 
represented at the Northwest Allied 
meeting at which, it was announced 
by President W. A. Steffes, the strike 
vote was unanimous. A bulletin is- 
sued following the meeting stated 
that the ‘strikers’ will pull all Para- 
mount dates, including newsreels, 
short subjects, etc., and will refrain 
from signing any new Paramount 
contracts ‘until such time as Para- 
mount will agree to give to con- 
tract holders the pictures they with- 
drew from 1936-37 contracts and now 
are trying to resell at an advanced 
price.’ 

A big rub is the fact that Publix- 





| Singer has no intention of partici- 
| pating in the ‘strike.’ The ‘strikers’ 
announce they'll picket the circuit 
| houses, carrying banners declaring 
the theatres and Paramount are un- 
fair to independent non-chain the- 
atre owners. They assert they'll 
‘whip’ the Publix-Singer houses along 
with the Paramount ‘into line.’ 
‘We have no grievance against 
Paramount and have no intention of 
pulling any Paramount dates,’ says 
John J. Friedl, Minnesota Amus. Co. 
(Publix and Publix-Singer) general 
manager. ‘Threats of nicketing will 
not cause us to alter our course and 
play the pictures that we want.’ 
Feeling ran high at the strike 
meeting. One prominent exhibitor 
who was hesitant about joining the 
strike was pulled aside by two com- 
petitors and told that he might find 
his theatre bombed if he insisted on 





This was done, but no reply was | 





playing Paramount pictures and thus 
become a ‘strike breaker’ and scab.’ 

As part of the strike, it is an- 
nounced, radio time will be bought 
to permit ‘outstanding orators’ to 
present the independent exhibitors’ 
side of the controversy and to re- 
quest the public to remain away 
from theatres showing Paramount 
pictures on and after Aug. 1. 

This will be the second independ- 
ent exhibitors’ strike against a film 
exchange here. The other was 
against Warner Bros. several years 
| ago and the independents cfaim they 
| were victorious in that fight pre- 
cipitated by contract grievances. 

A special strike committee has 
| been appointed. Strike headquar- 
ters will be opened in Northwest 
Allied’s building. 

At the same time, Northwest A]- 
lied continues its boycott of percent- 
age pictures of all companies. Presj- 
dent Steffes claims Twin City inde- 
pendents are not buying any new 
season product except on flat deals. 
Several exchange managers whose 
new-season contracts include per- 
centage pictures deny this. 








Their mission into the northwest- 
ern territory having been delayed, 
Y.-Frank Freeman, Paramount's gen- 
eral. theatre operator, and his chief 
of staff, Leon ‘Netter, may get away 
by the end ‘of the week. They plan 
going to Minneapolis, with a stop- 
over in Chicago on the way out or 
the return, plus possible other visits 
in the Minnesota sector, to discuss 
current operating problems, poli- 
cies, etc. 


Staub’s Rep Checkout 


Hollywood, July 13. 

Republic and Ralph Staub have 
agreed to a cash settlement and latter 
has checked off the remainder of his 
directorial contract, which had eight 
weeks to run. 

Staub is understood to Have a 
couple of deals simmering. 


Hall Parts With Par 


Hollywood, July 13. 
His five-year contract terminated, 
Al Hall, Paramount director, has left 
the lot. 
Dicker is on for a similar berth at 
Columbia. 


Lull in Leonard’s Life 


Hollywood, July 13. 

Robert Z. Leonard sails for Hono- 
lulu on the Malolo July 17 on three 
weeks’ vacation. 

Upon his return he'll start prep- 
aration of ‘Girl of the Golden West’ 
which William Anthony McGuire 
produces at Metro, Film is skeded 
to start Sept. 15. 


Karloff De-Horrored 


Hollywood, July 13. 

Boris Karloff will play a straight 
character devoid of horror in his 
next picture at Warners, “Without 
Warning,’ a murder mystery. 

John Farrow will direct and Crane 
Wilbur has been assigned to the 
script. 























ROLAND IN SAGEBRUSH 


Hollywood, July 13. 

Paramount handed Gilbert Roland 
the lead in ‘Twilight on the Trail,’ 
Zane Grey yarn formerly titled 
‘Arizona Ames.’ 

Charles Barton directs and others 
in the cast include Akim Tamiroff, 
Monte Blue, Barlowe Borland, James 
Meade and Billy Lee. 


STORY BUYS 


Hollywood, July 13. 

Jane Hinton Smith’s original, ‘Dia- 
mond Dvuii, purchased by 26in-Fox. 

‘Rig Town Girl,’ unpublished orig- 
inal by Frances Whiting Reid, ac- 
quired by 20th-Fox. 

Warners bought two originals by 
Josef Mantiague, ‘Canned Goods’ 
and ‘Three Arabian Knights.’ 

‘Sudden Bill Dorn,’ lariat novel by 
Jackson Gregory, sold to Buck Jones. 

Harry Sherman bought screen 
rights to two more of Clarence E. 
Mulford’s ‘Hopalong Cassidy’ stories, 
titled ‘Tex’ and ‘The Man from 
Bar 20.’ 

Grand National acquired ‘At Your 
Service, Madame,’ original by Al- 
bert J. Cohen and Hans Kraly. 

Universal bought ‘Double Expo- 
sure, by Tom Van Dycke and Henry 
Biankfort. 








“Dumb Luck,’ by Dorian Otvos and 
Newman Levy, taken by Universal 
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_IN THE FIRST HOUR, 
6, 590 PEOPLE SAT IN RADIO © 
CITY MUSIC HALL BREATHLESS — 
...1,000 MORE JAMMED THE 
LOBBY WAITING FOR SEATS!.. # 


NEW YORK’S CELEBRATED CRITICS RUSHED TO 
THEIR TYPEWRITERS TO SPREAD THE JOYOUS NEWS! 


martene DIETRICH - 2oere DONAT 


in the ALEXANDER KORDA PRODUCTION 


KNIGHT WITHOUT ARMOR 


“Long lines of fans waited impatiently for theatre's opening. A moving, ab- 
sorbing melodrama.”—paiLy NEWS 


“An exciting tale—colorful, romantic, meoldramatic and a first rate enter- 
tainment."—NEW YORK TIMES 


“Glamor, romance, in vivid film. A picture to delight.—pDaAity MIRROR 


“Hilton novel handsomely translated to screen. Dietrich beauty has new 
‘warmth. —HERALD-TRIBUNE 


A ‘One of the most highly satisfying melodramas in a long time. Quite defi- 
nitely one of the best shows of the season.” —worip. TELEGRAM 





RELEASED THRU UNITED ARTISTS 


RADIO CITY ENGAGEMENT. DOUBLE: “CHECKS THAT Dieteich + Donat - Dougle! 


This is a@ candid camera shot of the crowds that broke a existing summer opening records at Radio City Music Hall. And it was 95°in the shade, too! 
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EXPLOITATION 





Grabbing Opportunity 


Dick Wright, Warner zone man- | 


ager in Cleveland, gave an illustra- 
tion of why he is a z.m. instead of 
just a resident. 

He went down to Mansfield on 
‘Slim,’ found that the Ohio Brass 
Co., located in that town, had manu- 
factured much of the electrical 
equipment used in the pix. So he 
got it to appeal to its 1,200 employes 


to see the picture and also issue a | 


similar appeal to the 650 persons 
employed in its Akron plant. 

That was routine, but while he 
was at it he promoted a story in 
High Tension News, a house organ 
going to some 14,000 persons be- 
tween the two coasts. Not in his 
“iliwick, but it -helped the picture 
all over the country and he put it 
ever. That’s real hustle. 





Old, but Good 


Lancaster, Pa. 

Eight wrecked cars, planted at 
dangerous intersections in the city 
and nearby territory, was the first 
step in a sock compaign staged py 
Bert Layton, manager here, on ‘The 
Devil Is Driving’ at the Grand. 

Layton secured the co-operation of 
Governor George H. Earle’s commit- 
tee on highway safety, the city po- 
lice and safety commission, and tie 


local AAA before he got complete | 
authority for strewing the landscape | 


with his junkers. 


Soap Boxers 
St. Louis. 

With Star-Times, afternoon rag, 
sponsoring annual Soap Box Derby 
for boys’ management of Fanchon & 
Marco’s 5,000 seater Fox made a 
swell tieup that not only brought 
house gobs of free publicity, but also 
swelled b. o. receipts. 

Starting this week the racers of 
first 15 entrants in annual derby 
were placed on display in theatre 
lobby and an instructor was on hand 
to assist boys in construction of 
models. Newspaper publicity plus 
theatre plugging clicked. Local races 
are to be held July 3l-Aug. 1 to 
qualify in national finals at Akron, O. 


Real Help 


Joe Weil, of Universal, has sent 
out a set of blowups of newspaper 
reviews on ‘The Road Back’ all 
ready to be mounted on the 40 x 60 
easels. Many houses produce these 
enlargements on their own, but they 
are too expensive for the smaller 
theatres. Weil makes them available 
even to the little fellows, which the 
little fellows probably will appre- 
ciate. 

It’s practical and helpful as well 
as timely, the two-a-day runs mak- 
ing it possible to get this material 
early enough. 


Used a Lobster 


Lobsters and codfish have figured 
largely in the promotion of ‘Cap- 
tains Courageous’ in various sec- 
tions. Lester Pollock got hold of a 
giant lobster for display in the lobby 
for four days in advance and three 
current. Those who most accurately 
figured the weight were given $10 
and ticket prizes. 

After the lobby stunt the crusta- 
cean was broiled and displayed in a 











downtown restaurant window for 
further exploitation. 
Tied to a Town 
Paramount, Cedar Rapids, got a 


new slant on ‘Parnell’ when it played 
that picture. There is a town of the 
hame nearby and the theatre en- 
gineered a really readable story in 
the local paper, telling about the 
town and how it came to get its 
name. 

Landed the yarn by making all 
Irish residents of the town its guests 
at a showing, and that was good for 
a four-column cut of the 15 people 
who attended. Off the usual run 
and of definite local interest. 





Gummed Up 


M. S. Chakeres, of the Regent, 
Springfield, Ohio, made a deal with 
the Adams American Chicle Corp. 
for 12,000 sample sticks of a new 
chewing gum. Inserted the sticks in 
slit cards in the interest of 
Singing Marine.’ 

No direct hook-up, but the gum 
helped. Also it provided a more 
emphatic sampling than the gum 
would have received alone. 








CONDUCTOR 
VIOLINIST 


2nd Year—Shea’s 
Buffalo 





“Arno’s presentation with its 
stirring finale virtually insures ap- 
vlause.”—Buffale Covurier-Express. 








‘The | 


:-: By Epes W. Sargent | 


Uses Home Aid 


| Lee Blumberg, the Warner press 
| book editor, is using the back pages 
|of the press books to advertise the 
| biggies. Press books on ‘Talent 
| Scout,’ ‘San Quentin’ and “Marry the 
| Girl carry a back page splash for 
|“They Won’t Forget.’ Just one of 
| those schemes no one seems to have 
| thought of before, though the ad- 
| vantages are obvious. 

‘Forget’ will be further advertised 
by advance stills and stories to the 
first runs, and following the initial 
showings Blumberg will build on the 
regular press book with a supple- 
ment showing the stunts used in the 
key cities. Latter is not as new an 
idea, but it’s a useful one. 


Strip Tease 

Matt Saunders, of the Poli, Bridge- 
port, tied in with the Times-Star on 
a circulation stunt that is helping 
both sides. 
| A roving photog makes snapshots. 
Three of the best each day are 
worked into a film strip with one 
picture from the theatre’s feature. 
All who are pictured can go to the 
box office for free tickets. Tease 
angle comes from the fact that not 
all the pictures shot are used. 
_ Just a variant of the ringed photo 
idea, but with an element of novelty 
that helps. 





Set to Music 


For the program-herald on ‘For- 
ever Yours’ the Baltimore Little the- 
| atre superimposed the title on a mu- 
| Sical score on the front page, arrest- 
{ing the attention of music lovers. 
| Maxwell Weinberg got the mailing 
| list of a local concert bureau to in- 
} sure reaching the ones most likely 
| to be interested in Gigli. 

He appealed to the Italians with 
i the local language sheet, with daily 
| airings of the songs in Italian, and 
|} through local Italian organizations. 


| 6,500 Mickeys 


Leon J. Bamberger, of the sales 
| promotion of RKO, has sent out 6,500 
| three-inch figures of Mickey Mouse 
to his mailing list, mostly managers 
|and circuit executives. Only adver- 
| tising is a tag announcing’ Mickey’s 
| shove-over to RKO and his first re- 
lease, ‘The Clock Cleaners.’ 

Tag can be untied, leaving the 
| figurine’ without any advertising 
\liable to become outdated. Makes 


|a nice desk ornament. 


| Theatre Changes | 


Lincoln, Neb. 

Dr. F. E. Rider opened his new 
|Chateau theatre in Wauneta, Neb., 
| the second $25,000 theatrical prop- 
;erty to go up in Nebraska in two 
; months. Other was Harry Schiller’s 
|Grand, Grand Island. Chateau is a 
| 400-seater, on the site of old Crystal, 
, burned to the ground last year after 
15 below zero weather hampered 
| firefighting. 














Boston. 
Albert T. Donovan comes into the 
| Lancaster here as manager from the 
|Capito!l, Lynn. Edward C. Garrity 
| transfers from the Lancaster to the 
|Capitol. Both houses in the E. M. 
| Loew circuit. 


_ —— 


Los Angeles. 
Harry Marx, manager of the Fox- 
| West Coast Westwood Village, goes 
|into Grauman’s Chinese as manager, 
|sueceeding Robert T. Smith, who 
'died July 4 while swimming at San 
|Clemente, Calif. George Lundberg, 
|assistant manager at Loew’s State 

|for several years, supplants Marx. 
Other F-WC changes has Martin 
|'Kaplan at the Glendale, Glendale; 
L. Lake, California, Glendale; James 
| Brinton, Strand, Glendale, moves to 
| the Paramount, Glendale, and Bert 
| Henderson to the Strand, Glendale. 


Philadelphia, July 13. 

| Perry R. Hoffman, manager of 19th 
| Street, Allentown, and L. J. Cham- 
|berlain, of Shamokin, have taken 
lover Park Theatre building. Wil- 
'tiamsport. Consideration $150,000. 
| Includes the theatre, a ballroom, six 
stores and six apartments. 








Galveston. 
Grand theatre, McCam. destroyed 
by fire July 4. H. P. Priddy, man- 
ager, badly burned. 
Portland, Ore 
Led by J. J. Parker houses, all 
major spots in the burg boosted ad- 
mish 15 cents to 55 cents top. There 
is some loss of trade as a result, but 
grosses in general are as strong if 
not stronger than ever. 





Newark. 

The Drive-In theatre at Union, 
N. J.. is doing good biz at 35c. top. 
Rain no deterrent, autos providing 
their own shelter and the screen is 
protected by a roofed-in‘stage. Mur- 
ray Gibson, Jr., manager. 








Pittsburgh. 
Bronson has resigned as 
manager of WB’s Enright in East 
| Liberty to return to New Haven, 
|Conn. Replacing him at Enright is 
(Continued on page 68) 


George 














Heat Folded ’Em Early 
In New York Last Week 


Early afternoon closings of home 
offices last week focused attention 
on the number of picture companies 
in Manhattan possessing air-cooling 
plants. Those with such equipment 
didn’t close early on Thursday and 
Friday (3), and most employees were 
glad to remain at work in a com- 
fortable atmosphere after a whiff of 
the temperature outside. 

Twentieth Century-Fox, Columbia 


and part of Loew-Metro now have 
air-conditioned offices in N._ Y. 
United Artists is completing air-con- 
ditioning of its quarters. Others, in- 


cluding Paramount, Warner Bros., 
Universal and RKO, were the heavy 
sufferers in last week’s heat wave, 
and let their employes leave early. 


As did the NBC and CBS networks. | 


U Exploitation Chill 
Hollywood, July 13. 


Universal is considering discard- | 


ing its studio exploitation depart- 
ment, which has been handled by 
Herb Hyman under Marc Lach- 


mann, studio publicity head. 
Hyman checked off the lot 
Saturday. 


last | 


ERPI PREZ’S COAST PROWL 
Hollywood, July 13. 

Whitford Drake, Electrieal Re- 
search Products, Inc., prexy, is pay- 
ing his first visit to Hotlywood since 
taking office, and is devoting all his 
time to inspecting the company’s 
new facilities. 

He expects to 
July 25. 


BARD’S H’'WOOD TEE-OFF 


Joyce Kalowe is’ being groomed 
for a screen test by Paramount fol- 
lowing her interpretation on the 
‘Shakespeare a La Carte’ program 
over WNEW, N. Y. 

She won the first prize for her 
reading of the bard’s works on this 
novelty broadcast. 


LOOS-EMERSON SCRIPTER 
Holly wood, July 13. 

Anita Loos checked in last week 
with Samuel Goldwyn to collab with 
her husband, John Emerson, on 
script of ‘Spring in My Heart.’ 

Miss Loos was east when the con- 
tract was set and arrived on the 
Coast July 5. 


return around 











Weigel Takes the Veil 
Cincinnati, July 13. 

The Madiso.w, nabe, in Madison- 
ville, operated for past 20 years by 
Charles Weigel and associates, has 
been purchased by local chain of 
suburban houses headed by Ike Lib- 
son. 

Weigel, retired as manager, was 
tendered a testimonial dinner July 
9 in Variety club by 40 friends 
from film exchanges and _ indie 
houses. 


TITLE CHANGES 


Hollywood, July 13. 

B. P. Schulberg’s ‘Accidents Will 
Happen,’ Paramount release, will go 
out as ‘She Asked for It.’ 

Metro switched ‘How to Wake Up,’ 
Bob Benchley short, to ‘How to Start 
the Day.’ . 

New ‘Mr. Moto’ at 20th-Fox will 
be called ‘Look Out, Mr. Moto.’ 





CONDOTTIERI 


(Continued from page 21) 


Fascist blackshirts, salute a good 
deal like Fascist blackshirts, and talk 
a good deal like Fascist blackshirts 
—exalting discipline, etc. 

Aside from this propaganda aspect, 
story deals with the miraculous and 
violent ups and downs of di Medici. 
Director-actor Trenker plays the 
lead very creditably, even finding 
time for a short romantic aside with 
Maria, a young shepherdess. As far 
as acting goes, Trenker is pretty 
much the whole film. Loris Gizzi 
makes a villainous Malatesta; Laura 
Lucci a seductive mistress; and Carla 
Sveva as Maria a truly rural shep- 
herdess—but none of them are really 


— + =< . ' 
much in evidence. Btnel Mage, | 
looking more or less like Joan of 
Are with shining armor, towseled 


hair and a rugged interesting face, 
seems the most promising of the 
secondary characters, but she is even 
less in evidence than the others. 
While film would not appeal to 
non-Italian audiences, it could be 
adapted to American release. Selling 
point would be the really beautiful 
spectacular scenes: massing of troops 
and banners in Florence's historic 
square; a magnificent cavalry charge; 
a recruiting scene in a small} Italian 
hill town. These scenes would have 
general appeal if propaganda ele- 
ment were toned down, and Italian 
history made a little more clear. 
Photography for most part is very 
striking; musical accompaniment is 
very German and very martial. 








Republic Steck Issue 


Registration statement for newly 
incorporated Republic Pictures Corp. 
of Delaware eking permission 
from the Seeurities and Exchange 
| Commission for issuance of 1,316,- 
1000 shares of $1 capital stock plus 
261,000 warrants for additional cap- 
| ital stock purchases is regarded in 
financial circles as being the initial 
| step in getting the shares listed and 
in trading either on the N. Y. stock 
exchange or the curb exchange. It 
would be the initial time out for 
Republic On a major exchange. 

Republic would sell to the public 








through Hammons’ & Co. Of the 
total number of shares, 625,000 
would go to the ‘public via the 


| brokerage house at $6.25 per share. 





CONTRACTS 


William Frawley and Paramount 
came to terms on a new seven-year 


| acting ticket. 


Radio hoisted Lucille Hall's option. 

Warner is holding William Mc- 
Gann fo.’another year as director. 

Robert Emmett goes to Monogram 
under a .term pact as assistant to 
Robert N. Bradbury. 

F. Scott Fitzgeraid has been hand- 
ed a scripting termer at Metro. 

Reginald Owen signatured a seven- 
year playing ticket at Metro. 

Metro picked up Hugh Butler's 
scripting option. f 

Paramount ‘= holding Porter Hall 
for another year. 

New Paramount pacts passed out 
to Roland Anderson, Ernst Fegte, 
Earl Hedrick and Robert Odell, art 
directors. 

Michael Brooke placed under con- 
tract by Paramount. 

Saiiy O'Neill drew a one-picture 
contract from Maurice Conn. 

Metro handed Laurence Stallings a 
writing ticket. 

Universal picked 
Kent's player option. 

Brooks Bowman signed a_ song- 
writing termer at Selznick Interna- 
tional. 

Harold Kusell and Bert Granet 
have had their options picked up as 
RKO scripters. 

Grand National signed Cully Rich- 
ards to a playing termer. 

Selznick International hoisted Alan 
Marshall’s acting ticket for one more 
year. 


up Dorothea 
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Now It’s Encino Vs. Tarzana, in That 


H'wood-Culver City P. 0. Batthng 


Hollywood, July 13. 

Encino and Tarzana, two suburbs 
in San Fernando valley, have fol- 
lowed Hollywood and Culver City on 
the Battle of Names. Tarzana, grow- 
ing out of an estate of Edgar Rice 
Burroughs north of Encino, is sayiag 
there isn’t any such thing as Encino; 
that Encino is really a subdivision of 
Tarzana. 

As Al Jolson, Mae West, Darryl 
Zanuck, Robert Taylor, sarbara 
Stanwyck, Paul Muni, Edward Ever- 
ett, Bert Kalmar, Ann Dvorak, and 
Spencer Tracy all think they live in 
Encino, the mere idea that they ac- 
tually are descendants of Tarzan has 
| them climbing trees to prove they're 
not. 

Only old-timer in Encino who got 
out before the blight is Bill Ficlds. 
He moved over to Bel Air. Charley 
| Parrell, about the first of those to 
}move into Encino, quit it for Palm 
Springs, so he, too, is in the clear. 

Sut Jolson, who is the mayor of 
Encino, is all burned up about this 
claim-jumping in the new Hollywood 
; jungle. 

Encino and Tarzana, two whistle 
istops about 15 miles from Hollywood, 
are on the main highway to Frisco. 
| You hardly see then as you race 
| 


| through, as most of the estates are 
| off the main road. Horton's is the 
| best known. 
| Climate is about the same as 
|} everywhere else around here, except 
| perhaps a little warmer in the sum- 
mer. There seems to be no particu- 
lar reason why troupers should gaih- 
er there except that they are so 
gregarious; that when one sets oul to 
get away from it all, naturally the 
| rest flock there as soon as they can 
| drop their mortgages from their last 
| places, 

Edgar Rice Burroughs didn’t lay 
out Encino to grow fruit dearer than 
you can buy it in the open market; 
| he laid it out figuring that it would 
_pay for itself when it came time to 
| subdivide. Not only that, but would 
| also be a good ad for his simian spe- 
|cials. If he can now persuade ail 
| these stars to’ change their postal 
jaddresses to Tarzana, that will be the 
|cleverest bit of exploitation in pic- 
| tures, 
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MUSIC HALL 


HELD OVER 
DIETRICH and DONAT 


“KNIGHT WITHOUT 
ARMOUR” 


Spectacular Stage Productions 

















Tth Av. & 56th Mt. 


ROXY 


ALL TO 
omaTe2? P.M. 


“SUPER 
SLEUTH” 


On the Stage 
FRANK GABY 











Claude Rains - Gloria Dickson - 


"Shand 
25%. 


fiom 


AIR-CONDITIONED — B'way and 47th Street 


“THE GREAT GAMBINI” 
(The Man with the X-Ray Mind) 
A Paramount Picture with 
AKIM TAMIROFF-MARIAN MAKSH 
JOHN TRENT -GENEVIEVE TORLN 
Air Conditioned 


RITERION "ret 


45th St. 











“THEY WON'T FORGET” vin | 


Doors open 9:30 A.M.— MIDNIGHT SHOW | 





Midnight Shows—2ie¢ to 1 P.M. 





WILLIAM 


POWELL bd RAINER 


in Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer's 
“THE EMPEROR'S 
CANDLESTICKS8” 








TODA 


AY 
Ciaudette COLBERT in 


L 
0 
e} ‘| MET HIM IN PARIS’ 
Ww 


STARTS THURSDAY 
MARX BROTHERS in 


5 ‘A Day at the Races’ | 








| PARAMOUNT... 


SQI AKL 
HELD OVER 














bey IN PERSON ! 
ARTHUR B 
ARNOLD MARTHA 
| “EASY RAYE 
| eee | ase 


| 
| - — 


“SLAVE SiliP” 
With WALLACE BEERY 
and WARNER BAXTER 


iVOLI 


UNITED 
ARTISTS 


A WAY at 
49th St. 
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The word of its greatness has gotten ouf 
-e audiences are demanding early sheow- 
ings... bookers are being stampeded for 





pre-release datfes...showmen everywhere 
are eagerly planning to celebrate the end 
of 1936-37 with 20th’s maximum-money 
smash of the season! 





SHIRLEY TEMPLE 
VICTOR McLAGLEN 


with 


C. AUBREY SMITH ° JUNE LANG 
MICHAEL WHALEN * CESAR ROMERO 


CONSTANCE COLLIER +» DOUGLAS SCOTT 


Directed by John Ford —Academy Award Winner 


Associate Producer Gene Markey 
Screen play by Ernest Pascal and Julien Josephson 


Darryl F. Zanuck in Charge of Production 





P, 6. AND SLAVE SHIP’ CONTINUES TO BE THE NATION’S 
CURRENT BOXOFFICE HIGH-SPOT. HOP ABOARD! 


———=3 
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Refrigerated Theatres Got Some 
Extra Biz in Past Week's Heat Spell 


+ 


A check on box office takings 
show that although pictures are 
spotty as to value and the level of 
grosses are seasonally low, cooling 


systems during the heat wave of 
the past week apparently drew well 
enough to make comparisons highly 
favorable with the prior week, when 
it wasn’t so hot, as well as with the 
corresponding days a year ago. Re- 
ceipts were at a low stage last year 
at this time and also two weeks ago, 
but were a bit better on an average 
through the recent hot spell. 

Best available compilations at 
hand on theatre attendance makes it 
appear that the houses which are 
air-equipped, this embracing the ma- 
jority of the important film stands, 
are possibly offsetting the decrease 
which torrid weather brings for 
those that aren’t cooled. One big 
theatre that is air-conditioned and 
normally grosses into higher figures, 
may get enough of a boost on the 
hotter days, because of comfort for 
patrons, to easily offset the drop of 
several non-iced houses that average 
smaller takes. This difference in 
cooling systems and importance of 
theatres as business grinders may 
give to air-conditioning an even 
greater value than believed. 

While heat has the effect of keep- 
ing people out of the hot-boxes, at 
the same time it is responsible for 
driving people to theatres, which, 
being cooled, offer a chance for 
respite. This was believed to be 
particularly true during the past 
week’s equatorial spell when the 
public, eager to get away from the 
heat, heavily patronized restaurants 
and bars with cooling plants even if 
not having appetites of any kind. 

Figures for the past week and 
over the weekend (10-11), based on 
a representative number of theatres 
throughout the country, but not in- 
cluding smaller operations on which 
reports are not in, would indicate 
the tremendous draught of cooling 
plants during the hotter weather. 
These reports would tend to show 
that Thursday (8), first day of the 
nation-wide heat wave, business was 
better, though very slightly, than 
for the same Thursday the week 
prior (1). Friday’s (9) business over 
the country was on an even keel, no 
better and no poorer, than for Fri- 
day (2). The week ending Friday 
(9), which included the Fourth of 
July three-day weekend, was slightly 
better also than the prior week end- 
ing Friday (2). 

The weekend, Saturday and Sun- 
day (10-11), showed improvement 
over the prior Saturday and Sunday 
(3-4) when weather generally 
throughout the country was much 
more livable. A baking Saturday 
and Sunday (10-11), in spite of a 
great exodus of folks to beaches and 
country, actually brought better 
grosses than the same two days last 
year (1936) by a little more than 


3%. 


While the two-day weekend 
through the heat spell bettered the 
business of the same weekend a year 
ago, the seven days ending Friday 
(9), this taking in two days of the 
high temperatures, was about 5% 
behind the same week in 1936 (the 
week that ended July 10). 





Minn. B. O.’s Get the Chill 
Minneapolis, July 13. 


Cooling systems are not clicking | 


as in past summers, local theatre 
Owners and managers complain. Pre- 
viously, during hot spells such as 
that experienced the past week, 
when the temperature soared daily 
to the upper 90’s,, refrigerated show- 
houses have been crowded by cus- 


tomers seeking an escape from the | 
torrid blasts firstly and entertain- | 
ment secondly ,and the attractions | 
/the public won’t spend dough for | 


didn’t seem to matter much. 

This summer the refrigeration has 
been plugged harder than ever and 
most of the smaller independent 
neighborhood houses, as well as the 
loop and uptown circuit theatres, 


are air-conditioned, but only the out- | 


Standing pictures are drawing and 
business generally is off. Apparently, 





The Pay-Off 





Philadelphia, July 13. 
Since postoffice month ago 
banned all references to games 
and banko in newspaper ads, 
some exhibs here have started 
using line, ‘It Pays to Go to 
Mia case cenwhcse ’ to signify to 
patrons that tonight’s the night. 
For years before banko was 
even thought of, however, Joe 
Conway, of the Egyptian the- 
atre, in his ads has been using, 
‘It Pays to Go to the Egyptian.’ 
After several days of verbal 
wrathing about the _ steal, 
exhibs were surprised to find 
one night last week Conway 
had changed his ads in the 
newspapers to read, ‘It Pays to 
teal Slogans from the Egyp- 
tian,’ 


Inde K. C. Ops Union 
Ordered Dissolved 


Kansas City, July 13. 

United Motion Picture Operators 
and Workers Union for the Film In- 
dustry, Inc., last week lost the last 
word of their long-winded title when 
Judge Darius A. Brown set aside a 
decree of incorporation granted June 
8. The loss of incorporation by the 
Anti-AFL group came about when 
James F. Rigney, owner of a nabe 
house, called court’s attention to a 
letter in which the UMPOWUFI had 
used the judge’s name in soliciting 
members to its multi-lettered ranks. 

Group is made up of small opera- 
tors who broke away from the IATSE 
about a month ago. Their activity 
has been confined to picketing of 
nabe houses. The only picketing the 
AFL-affiliate has done was _ in 
countering the independent group’s 
‘unfair’ sigrms with ‘fair’ banners of 
their own. 

The UMPO are understood to have 
asked to be affiliated with the CIO 
but later representatives say that 
nothing has been done about it. 

















Lesselbaum Broke 


Samuel Lesselbaum, Brooklyn 
building contractor, filed petition in 
bankruptcy in Federal Court Fri- 
day (9) with liabilities of $134,866 
and no assets. 

Among creditors is Film and 
Sound, Inc., of 1600 Broadway, on a 
Supreme Court judgment for $78,300 
and a loan of $23,000 from the Miller 
theatre, neighborhood picture house 
of Brooklyn. 


Selander Takes Over 


Hollywood, July 13. 
Les Selander has replaced Edward 
Ludwig as director on ‘The Barrier,’ 
Harry Sherman production for Para- 
mount. 
Company is on location at Mt. 
Baker in Washington. 


PHILLY’S NEW NEWSREELER 
Philadelphia, July 13. 
Another newsreel theatre will be 
erected in Philly to compete with 
the Trans-Lux, which for the past 
two years has had solo rights on the 
current events pix field here. New 
house will be owned and operated 
by William Goldman Theatres, Inc. 
Situated just a block from City Hall, 
lit will be known as the Time. 
| Building permit was issued Friday | 
| for the 500-seater. Plans have been 
| drawn by William Lee. It will be 
| completes in about 90 days. William 
| Goldman, who heads operating com- 
| pany, was former Warner zone man- 
/ager here. He controls several houses 
in city and nearby. 














| comfort let alone for amusement, the 
worried exhibitors say. 


numerous artesian cooled niteries for 
the summer falling off. Others be- 








| Some of the trade blames the 


lieve it's due to generally bad busi- | 
| ness conditions here all along the | 


line. 





United Front in the Indies’ 
Tiffing With Distribs—Al- 
lied’s Campaign Bearing 
Fruit—Want Adjustments 
on Product Buys 


HOTORY OF BIZ 





SEPT. DEADLINE 





Chicago, July 13. 

Latest buying season in the history 
of the film business throughout the 
country this summer, with the ex- 
change men everywhere commenting 
openly on the almost solid front on 
the part of the independent exhibi- 
tors against signaturing early con- 
tracts for the 1937-1938 product. In 
the past, the middle of July found 
the bulk of the contracts in the mak- 
ing, with August and September left 
to the cleaning up of small wrangles 
and the minor situations. But in- 
dications are that the real selling sea- 
son this year won’t even get started 
before Sept. 15, and maybe later. 

It marks, for the industry, one of 
the most successful campaigns on-the 
part of Allied to get its members and 
other exhibitors to delay their pur- 
chasing of new product until the last 
minute. Allied has been hammering 
away on this theme for years, and it 
looks to be finally taking effect this 
year. 

At the national convention-in Mil- 
waukee last month the assembled ex- 
hibitors were urged time and time 
again by the Allied leaders to hold 
back on the negotiations for product 
as late as possible. This resofution 
was made one of the keynotes of the 
convention, and everything was done 
in every possible way to stress the 
importance of delaying film buying 
on the part of the independent thea- 
tres, 

Duals Again 

Exhibs here and eisewnhere are fol- 
lowing through on this theme, and 
especially so in Chicago and the mid- 
west where certain problems of 
policy are vexing all exhibitors, 
both indie and circuit. First, is the 
question of double features, and 
whether or not they’re going to hold 
over for another season around here. 
Many exhibs have the conviction that 
the single bills will be back with the 
new product, and rather than get 
themselves overloaded with too many 
flickers are holding off any contract- 
ing for product until the die is cast. 

In many situations the exhibitors 
are battling for adjustments in their 
clearance and protection assignment 


jand refuse to signature any papers 


for product until the exchanges give 
them some satisfaction in the pro- 
tection clauses. This has once more 
cropped out in these parts as a tick- 
lish theme, and with the clearance 
complaints around here piling up 
daily, it is expected that there will be 
considerable realignment in the mid- 
west clearance setup before the sell- 
ing season is concluded. For in the 
matter of clearance the film salesmen 
are running up against a stone wall 
of opposition from more than 50% of 
the exhibs they’re contacting for 
deals at this time. 

And equally as important is the 
matter of percentage pictures, with 
the exhibs just as determined to kill 
them off or hold them to a minimum 
as the exchanges to boost the number 
of sharing flickers as much as feas- 
ible. This has become a serious bone 
of contention between the distributor 
and exhibitor, and it’s a wrangle 
which is tending to push the settling 
of new flicker deals farther and far- 
ther down the date line. For, until 
the questions of twin bills, protec- 
tion, percentage, shorts and price are 
sottled the exhibs are keeping their 
fountain pens in their pockets, and 
from appearances it will be autumn 
before they start inking any deals. 





LESSER’S 9TH SCRIB © 


Hollywood, July 13. 
Dan Jarrett has been signed to a 
writing contract by Sol Lesser. 
This brings total of scriveners on 
Lesser’s payroll to nine. 
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MIDWEST STALLS PIX BUYS 











Flatfoot Lure 


Hollywood, July 13. 

Even the cops in Hollywood 
have to have s.a. 

Lads in blue held a parade 
along Vine and Hollywood the 
other day but got themselves a 
couple of lookers: in shorts to 
wave the stick up in front of 
the band. 











J. L. & 8. 7TH CHl 
HOUSE SET IN 
CHAIN MOVE 


Chicago, July 13. 


Deal has been set locally for the 
seventh house on the rapidly ex- 
panding Jones, Linick & Schaefer 
circuit here. New theatre will go 
up on the corner Western Ave. and 
llith St. on the far southwest side 
of town. 

House, to be tagged the Mayfair, 
will have 1,200 seats on a main floor 
and mezz, at a total cost of around 
$200,000. Ready for occupancy late 
this autumn, This makes two 
houses now being erected for 
J.L.&S., the other being the Home- 
wood in the suburb of the same 
name. 

Circuit has on the fire pending 
deals for at least four additional 
houses, with two of these negotia- 
tions expected to reach a successful 
culmination within the next few 
weeks. J.L.&S. figure on a chain of 
a dozen theatres before the end of 
the coming year, and have an eye 
on several out-of-town situations in 
addition to the local setup. 

Aaron Jones, Sr., who was on the 
sidelines for almost a year recuper- 
ating from a siege of pneumonia, is 
actively back in the business and is 
working with his sons, Johnny and 
Aaron, Jr., on the establishment of 
the new circuit. It marks the first 
time in more than 10 years that 
J.L.&S. has embarked on a genuine 
expansion program. It previously 
had a large chain in Chi but dis- 
posed of most of its holdings in the 
pre-depresh days. 








Unapproved Pictures 
Cause Arrest in Pa. 


Stroudsburg, Pa. 

John Greener, of Trenton, N. J., 
and Lawrence Saltzman, of Biloom- 
field, N. J., were arrested and held 
in bail for later hearing on charge 
of showing motion pictures that had 
not been approved by the Pennsyl- 
vania state censors. 

Raymond Jackson, censor for this 
district, caused the arrest of the two 
men, claiming they showed the fea- 
ture ‘Million Dollar Baby’ and the 
short ‘Laughing Gas’ in 
places in the Poconos. 





Suit Over ‘Road to Glory’ 
Washington, July 13. 

Plagiarism suit against 20th Cen- 

tury-Fox was docketed here last 

week. Robert H. Sheets of Jackson, 


Value of $1,000,000 was placed on 





| usable in 


the manuscript,- which Sheets said 
| was rejected by the studio as un- 
1935. Picture with same 
title has many similarities, while 
plot was changed in ways to consti- 
tute ‘false, absurd, and perverted 
presentation of the thoughts, Ideas. 
and meanings,’ causing humiliation, 
author contended, asking Federal 
District Court to enjoin exhibitors 
and account for profits. 





| 
| 


Tht DEST DE AIS ‘Sexer Into K. C’s Dignified Muny 


Aud Proving a Frankenstein to Pix 


Kansas City, July 13. 

Picture exhibitors have long emit- 
ted growls and groans over the for- 
midable competition doled out by 
the Municipal auditorium, Kansas 
City’s $6,500,000 civic bid for the 
large professional and industrial con- 
ventions. It’s a rare week when 
something of a theatrical nature is 
not in progress at the aud. This 
week the aud is moving directly into 
a competitive line with the pic ex- 
hibs, with the setting of ‘Damaged 
Goods’ (GN) for a week's run in the 
Music Hall on a_ two-a-day 
with $1.10 top. 

The Music Hall was built and espe- 
cially designed as a home for the 
dignified K. C, Philharmonic Or- 
chestra. Atmospheric conditions 
have been kept on a plane with the 
carriage trade, but the bally for this 
pic is in line with that of a grind 
house selling a sexer. The sudden 
breakdown of the aud’s discriminat- 
ing attitude has let the bars down 
for open word-of-mouth that the city 
dads are oke in their civie capaci- 
ties but as showmen, handling some- 
thing as valuable as the aud, they 
are distinctly out. 


The only responsible position in 
the aud’s managerial staff that is 
filled by anyone who has had pre- 
vious show biz experience is that of 
the treasurer, Jimmy Nixon. But 
for a group of tyros it must be ad- 
mitted that they have been stiff 
competition and the exhibs quake 
when they think of the possibilities 
offered by the aud if in the hands of 
showmen, 


The city’s initial year in show biz 
conjured up a $90,000 loss. However, 
compared with the $200,009 loss ex- 
pected by the municipality, it wasn't 
at all bad. 


Many a bitter lesson was learned 
by the management and chief among 
them was that an apparently unlim- 
ited overhead had something to do 
with profit. One of the outstanding 
sore spots (and not due to the man- 
agement) was in the discovery that 
the Music Hall acoustics were far 
from being satisfactory. And it’s 
something for them to work out im- 
mediately. 

Sans the Philharmonic subscrip- 
tion series and last year’s ‘Scandals’ 
engagement during the Jubilesta, the 
Music Hall has failed to register a 
profit with the possible exception of 
the ‘Follies’ engagement and Hep- 
burn’s ‘Jane Eyre.’ 

Another letdown has been in the 
merchandising field. Newspapers are 
aces in co-operation, the Star feel- 
ing exceptionally parental in the 
matter, but there have been no or- 
ganized exploitation campaigns and 
that serious fault, unless remedied 
soon, may catapult the venture into 
another pink ledger page this vear. 

On the bright side of the picture 
the aud has been responsible for a 
number of outstanding conventions 
being brought to K. C. and will unr- 
doubtedly pull many more. This, of 
course, means outside coin dumped 
into Kansas City and noticeably tiltg 
picture house grosses. 


basis 








various | 


$1,600,000 D. C. Plagiarism 


Tenn., asked for compensation for 
alleged piracy of ‘Road to Glory’ | 
script. 


3 States ‘Adopt’ Beery; 
Also OK for Him at B.0. 


Salt Lake City, July 13. 

Waliace Beery has become an 
| adopted son of three states, so far 
Utah, Idaho and Wyoming. Capitol 
theatres here will celebrate Wallace 
Beery week July 16 to 23, reissuing 
‘Hell’s Divers’ and ‘Billy the Kid.’ 

Idaho’s Gov. Barzilla W. Clark last 
week guested film player, who re- 
cently purchased large land holdings 
| in that state. Gov, Clark went so far 
as to query Beery about a projected 
praisery campaign for Idaho spuds, 
apples, onions and prunes. 
| Wyoming claims its share is due to 
Beery’s regular visits to fishing and 
| hunting haunts in the state. 








papers, 


Beery has visited Salt Lake City 
four times in last two months. Ale 
ways makes good copy in local news- 
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but 
“DAY AT THE RACES” 


packs ’em in. Held over 2nd 
week and 3rd week! Give it 
plenty of Extra Time! 





HOT! 


but 


““EMPEROR’S 
CANDLESTICKS” 
brings WILLIAM POWELL, 
LUISE RAINER in their first, 
joint hit since “Great Ziegfeld.” 

It’s a honey! 





‘HOT! 


but 
“BROADWAY MELODY 
OF '38"" 


with ROBERT TAY LOR; 
ELEANOR POWELL and: a 
screenful of stars is the great- 
est musical comedy of all time! 


M-G-M NOW 
M-G-M ALWAYS! 





HOT! 


but 
““CAPTAINS 
COURAGEOUS” 
does sensational business in all 


pop price engagements. It’s an 
extended run attraction! 





HoT! 


CLARK "GABLE 
MYRNA LOY 


in your electric lights in their 
romantic drama “PARNELL” 


is lovely for romantic summer 


crowds! 





HOT! 


but - 


PUBLIC DEMANDS 


“SARATOGA” 
CLARK GABLE, JEAN 
HARLOW in“SARATOGA” 
is now released. How fitting 
that it is one of her finest 
entertainments. 


HOT! 


but 


JEANETTE MaDONALD's 


glorious musical “THE FIRE- 

FLY” is on the way. Her suc- 

cessor to “Maytime” grosses! 
In mid-summer! 





HOT! 


“GOOD “EARTH” 
COMING! 


Showmen are preparing far in 
advance for its pop price pre- 
sentation. Watch ‘the trade 
press! 





HOT! 


but 


HIT FOLLOWS HIT! 
Flash! “BETWEEN TWO 
WOMEN” and “TOPPER” 


just previewed on coast are two 


more Big M-G-M Summer: 


Sensations ! 
(Are you listening, 1937-1938?) 
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FILM-STYLE DISC DISTRIBS 


Local $02 Banishes WPA Shows Using 


Waxed Music From 


Musicians’ Union 802, N. Y., ‘or- 
dered’ the WPA Radio Project to 
cease presenting two programs over 
WQXR, N. Y., which utilized trans- 
cribed music. Sans a murmur the 
government group acquiesced. Many 
members of the WPA roster are or 
were enrolled in 802. 

Programs were ‘Symphonic 
Dramas’ and ‘Gilbert & Sullivan’ 
series. WQXR was chosen as the 
outlet because of the high-fidelity 
station’s big library of transcribed 
music. No. 802 made its demand 
because of its drive against use of 
waxed tunes. 

Another program off the WPA list 
is ‘First Frontiers,’ which had been 
a once-weekly 30-min. dramatiza- 
tion on WHN for some months, 
Show faded this week because its 
author, Phyllis Frederic, was among 
those dropped off WPA. 

‘Frontiers’ dealt with episodes in 
the civilization of the Mayas, long- 
extinct tribe of Mexican Indians. No 
one else remaining on the Radio 
Project was well enough informed 
on the Mayas to continue churning 
out the copy. 


RCA’S NEW REFINEMENT 
OF LATERAL RECORDING 


RCA Victor claims that it has de- 
veloped a new lateral process of re- 
cording which eliminates every ves- 
tige of ground noise. 

Demonstrations of the new cutting 
device to outsiders is being deferred 
for the time being, or until Frank 
Walker, head of the company’s 
transcription studios, returns from 
his vacation. 


Vallee’s Texas Aids 


Rudy Vallee, in Dallas for the 
Expo, for two weeks, will be joined 
by Joe Cook, Joe Laurie, Jr., George 
Faulkner, the scripter, and An- 
thony Stanford, producer, for the 
fortnight. 

Cook is due for two guest shots; 
Laurie, for this week only, although 
possibly holding over. It makes 
Laurie’s sixth lap. 

















Aubrey, Moore & Wallace 


‘Or Else’ on Campana 


Chicago, July 13. 

Aubrey, Moore & Wallace ad 
agency has not completely dropped 
idea of ‘Grand Hotel’ show for Cam- 
pana again next season, but are on 
the make for a 30-minute variety 
program. Already have optioned an 
m. ¢., and are looking around for 
acts. 

In either case same NBC ‘Grand 


Hotel’ Sunday time has been re- 
served, 





Charlie Hughes’ Waxes 
Chicago, July 13. 

Net setup for 42d St. Products, 
Charlie Hughes’ cosmetic firm, will 
add a transcription three-a-week 
daytime drama serial to the regular 
30-minute weekly drama shot on 
WGN-Mutual. The latter show is off 
for summer, but is signed for next 
season. Meanwhile the new series is 
being spotted throughout the mid- 
west, beginning with WJJD, Ralph 
Atlass indie here, this week. 

Campaign being handled by Mc- 
Giveran-Child agency. 





Marble Kid on Beer Show 
Cleveland, July 13. 
Bill Kloss, 13-year-old National 
Marble Champion of Canton, O., ap- 
peared on a beer program over 
WTAM tonight (July 13). Young 
marble king was awarded a sports 
Scroll for his recent victory by Tom 


WOXR, New York 





Mutual Dips 9.5% 





Mutual’s time _ sales last 
month fell off 9.5% as compared 
to June, 1936. Gross this time 
was $99,136, while the June be- 
fore it was $104,321. 

On the first six months of this 
year the network is 13% ahead 
of last. The 1937 accumulation 
to date is $1,016,321, while for 
the first half of ’36 it was $894,- 
358. 
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NEW ATLAS FIRM 
HS UNIQUE DER 


Starting with 890 Completed 
Transcriptions—Will Use 
Regional Franchise Dis- 
tribs, Press Books, 
Other Film Practices 





and 





STARTS SEPT. 1 














Manning, the Leisy Sportscaster. 

Also on the program was little | 
June Lapham, only girl entrant in| 
the national tourney. 


OTHERS CROWD 


IN ON MILLS 
ACCT. 


Minneapolis, July 13, 

From the number of agency men 
who keep visiting this town every 
week it begins to appear that the 
General Mills ad billing has become 
the favorite sniping grounds of the 
business. Latest big agency to ogle 
that flour firm’s billing sheet is 
Batten, Barton, Durstine & Osborn, 
with the local BBD&O office sub- 
mitting a plan which will snipe off 
around $1,500,000 worth of annual 
ether billing. 


Though Blackett-Sample-Hummert 
agency in Chicago and the Knox- 
Reeves (General Mills’ baby) handle 
the bulk of the flour company’s ad- 
vertising business, Corbett in New 
York and Cincinnati handles a por- 
tion of it with the ‘Hymns of All 
Churches’ program while Baggaley, 


Horton & Hoyt has a west coast/g 


hook-up of film chatter for the flour 
maker, which will geo coast-to-coast. 

Sperry, Gen. Mills subsidiary, also 
has a separate agency. 


YOUNG & RUBICAM 
OPTION ART LANDRY 


Young & Rubicam Agency has 
optioned a layout headed and 
formed by Art Landry, orchestra 
leader, for October. Contract calls 
for a half-hour weekly program, 
with a guarantee of 26 weeks an- 
nually. First year Landry show is 
pegged at $3,000 weekly. Optional 
yearly. 

Show has a 25-piece orch, with 
comedy handled by Ann_ Butler 








(Mrs. Landry) and four’ male 
stooges. Program has already gone 
through the audition stage, but 


Young & Rubicam has not yet lined 
up a sponsor. 


Landry, vet vaude band  ba- 
toneer, has been in retirement for 
two years. Miss Butler, a dozen 


years back a two-a-day comedienne 
headliner, has been out of show biz 
for half a dozen years with the ex- 
ception of a guest-stint on the Val- 
lee program several seasons back. 





Robson’s Century of Wax 





Hollywood, July 13. 


May Robson will make a series 
of 100 quarter-hour transcriptions 
for Bauer & Black of Chicago under 
title of ‘Lady of Millions.’ 

Waxing starts Aug. 1 at Asso- 
ciated Cinema studios. 





Zeke Manners’ Return 


Zeke Manners and his Gang (hill- 
billy harmony) have been set to re- 
turn to WMCA, N. Y., in the fall for 
Consolidated Drug of Chicago. 
Troupe will again appear on two 
30-min. periods weekly. 

Return to the mike carded for 
Sept. 6. Benson & Dall the agency. 


Motion picture system of physical 
distribution will be adopted by Atlas 
Radio Corp. to sell transcriptions. 
Recently organized outfit is financed 
by Herbert Ebenstein, large scale in- 
surance broker, with motion picture 
connections, and Harold C. Hopper 
of Cinema Mercantile Credits of Hol- 
ly wood. 

Company starts functioning Sept. 1 
and will adopt the following unique 
(for radio) methods: 


(a) There will be a series of re- 
gional enfranchised distributors lo- 
cated in 24 key cities. First fran- 
chise has gone to Criterion Radio 
Productions of New York City, which 
has the New England, New York, 
New Jersey and East Pennsylvania 
territory. Herbert Hayman, formerly 
a sales manager with Paramount 
and United Artists pictures, will be 
in charge. (This distrib is owned by 
Atlas itself but other regional dis- 
tribs may be states rights film ex- 
changes, etc., already set up and 
deemed logical to add a radio serv- 
ice.) 


(b) All series will be serviced by 
press books along motion picture 
lines (Tommy Kearns, formerly with 
Fanchon & Marco in charge). 

(c) There will be ‘release dates’ 
la film biz, Each week a new 
series will become available. 

(d) Programing will be planned in 
advance with an annual ‘production 
chart’ again in the manner of Holly- 
wood, 


(e) Series will be sold in groups 


‘land ‘protection’ in community will 


be given station. (Second runs, if and 
when developing as a commercial 
value, will be decided upon at a 
later date.) 


Atlas is the outgrowth of a former 
Hollywood transcription firm of 
which Lou R. Winston was a figure. 
He is now Atlas’ chief of programs. 
Hollywood remains the production 
centre. It is stated that 890 com- 
pleted transcriptions (some of them 
have been used) in various series are 
now recorded and ready. Talent, 
master records, pressings and organi- 
zational expense to date are declared 
to represent $400,000 investment. 
Atlas has been quietly maturing for 
a year. 


‘Captains of Industry’ and ‘Ports of 
Call,’ first and second week releases 
for September, have been tested on 
Pacific stations. In both instances 52 
completed installments are available. 
‘Magic Island’ series scheduled for 
the third week of retease has 130 
completed episodes. 

Atlas will sell to stations on a 
series basis. Each series will be ex- 
clusive, but not Atlas service itsef, 
to the purchasing station, Rates are 
to be based on wattage plus popu- 
Jation plus advertising rates. Initial 
{deals are made on the presumption 
of use for sustaining purposes, In 
the event of a commercial sponsor- 
ship deal, station and Atlas will share 
in the gross price of series (not time) 
to the advertiser. 


Present waxed service is limited 
mostly to dramatic serials, When 
well under way Atlas expects to 
make ‘name’ personalities available. 
Ken Baker is already recorded in a 
series. Block booking is one motion 
picture practice that will be avoided, 
however. 


Blackstone agency, New York, is 
handling Atlas. Leon Lee, former 


motion picture and National Screen 
Service exec, is in charge of the 
build-up. Zac Friedman, formerly 


of WMCA, New York, is connected 
with org also. 
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Senate Move May 
House to Revive 





An Announcer’s Life 





Atlanta, July 13. 

John Fulton, WGST an- 
nouncer, has a 5 p.m. program 
in studio atop Ansley Hotel. He 
lets another announcer close 
it, grabs his hat at 5:13, which 
gives him a scant two minutes 
to hop aboard an elevator for 





| 


| 


a 14-floor drop and then sprint 
two blocks to the lobby of 
Loew’s Grand theatre for a 15- 
minute chore with a buddy on 
Carroll Furniture Co.’s ‘S'de- 
walk Snoopers’ broadcast. 

That done, Fulton must then 
show some real speed. Skedded 
to go on air with Atlanta Con- 
stitution’s newscast at 5:30, he 
has exactly 45 seconds to grab 
up mike, which has long cord 
attachment, dash down flight 
of steps into boiler room of 
Grand building and get going. 
Special messenger hands Fulton 
his newscast script just before 
he starts his headlong dash into 
basement. 


SINGER CROSBY 
PRAISED AS 
SPIELER 


Bing Crosby has been guaranteed 
a job as a sportcaster with NBC any 
time he decides to give up singing 


and picture acting. John Royal, NBC 
program head, got the inspiration to 
make the offer while listening to 
Crosby do a broadcast Friday (9) 
from the Del Mar racetrack, Del Mar, 
Cal. in which the songster owns 
controlling interest. 


Royal wrote Crosby that when- 
ever he felt that he was getting too 
old to sell cheese or lift his pipes 
for a ditty he could turn to NBC for 
a sports announcing assignment. 
Royal also enclosed a check for $100 
for contribution to Crosby’s favorite 
charity. It was NBC’s way of show- 
ing further appreciation for the 
singer’s handling of tiie sustainer 
from the track 


JOHN ROYAL VISITING 
SALZBURG, PARIS, ETC. 


John Royal, NBC program chief. 
who sails today (Wednesday) for 
Europe, will include Salzburg, Paris 
and Warsaw in his itinerary. While 
on the other side he will discuss 
their coming RCA-NBC broadcast 
series with Arturo Toscanini and Ar- 
tur Rodzinski. 

Royal is figuring on seeing Ignatz 
Paderewski about coming over for a 
group of broadcasts under the RCA- 
NBC banner, 
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‘GOLDBERG’ SCRIPT BACK 


Gertrude Berg Serial Taken by 


Precter & Gamble 


Hollywood, July 13. 

Gertrude Berg has set deal with 
Procter & Gamble for the return to 
radio of her former click show, ‘Rise 
of the Goldbergs.’ Starts Sept. 3 
over NBC, 

Deal permits program switch to 
Hollywood origination at a later 
date so that Miss Berg may do film 
writing also. ‘Goldbergs’ will be a 
quarter hour across the board. 

Original characters of scripts will 








be hired if available. Author will 
direct and act as usual. 


Force Lower 
Connery Bill. 


Broadcasting Probe Seems Nearer 


Washington, July 13. 

Congressional grilling of broad- 
casters and the Federal Communi- 
cations Commission this fall was re- 
garded as probable last week fol- 
lowing prospects of a race between 
rival Senate and House groups to 
crack down on the radio business. 

Instead of being blocked by New 
Deal chieftains, leaders of the move- 
ment for a thorough ogling of both 
the federal regulatory body and the 
franchise holders seemed sure to 
achieve their objective after Senator 
Wallace White of Maine offered 9 
resolution directing the Senate In- 
terstate Commerce Committee to dig 
deep into charges of law violation, 
disregard for the public interest and 
political favoritism. Meanwhile new 
support was being generated for a 
similar measure which has been 
sidetracked by the House Rules Com- 
mittee. 

Senate probe seemed most likely, 
although renewed effort is scheduled 
to bring out the House resolution 
sponsored by the late Congressman 
William P. Connery. No definite ac- 
tion on either proposish is likely, 
however, until close to the end of 
the session, now looked for around 
Sept. 1. 

White made serious specific accu- 
sations in his resolution and out- 
lined in detail many phases of the 
situation which he considers deserve 
comprehensive study. His measure 
was far more pointed than the Con- 
nery resolution, which was designed 
to grant blanket authority to a 
special committee to ventilate what- 
ever aspects of the radio problem it 
desired. 

Parliamentary situation in the 
Senate also is now more favorable 
hows probe urgers. With Wheeler on 
record as critical of various F. C. C. 
policies and industry conditions, res- 
olution is certain to get committee 
attention and, even if a majority of 
the Democrats put up a fight, White- 
Wheeler team still can make prog- 
ress in roundabout fashion by stag- 
ing a hearing on the question. An- 
other possibility is that the commit- 
tee will hold public examination of 
the qualifications of the individual 
President Roosevelt nominates to 
take the post vacated last month by 
Vice-Chairman Irvin Stewart. If 
there is any disposition to smother 
the probe idea for political reasons, 
White will insist on a vigorous quiz- 
zing of the new F. C. C. member 
when the appointment comes up for 
recommendations to the Senate. 

All licensees, both chain and inde- 
pendent, would be grilled about 
stock-selling, with particular atten- 
tion to possible valuation placed on 
frequency, time or power, and about 
station transfers. One of the matters 
listed for investigation is the par- 
ticipation of agents, intermediaries, 
lobbyists, and other third-parties in 
negotiations for purchase or sale of 
securities issued by license-holding 
| corporations. Cases where persons 
denied renewal permits peddled their 
property to other parties would be 
studied, along with the existence of 
‘holding companies and their effect 
upon government regulation and 
station operation. 
| Senator White’s action may stimu- 
| late the House leadership. Demo- 
{cratic bosses who have been sittinz 
| on the Connery measure fear a Sen- 
|} ate inquiry would produce more po- 
| litical casualties than a House probe. 
/ Consequently, there is a chance they 
will beat the Senate to the punch 
by bringing out the Connery reso- 
lution. To some extent, this is 
| White’s desire, as indicated by dis- 
closure that recently he served 
warning he would propose a Senate 
study if the House had not acted by 
July 1. 








Ladies Bore Robinson 
Hubbell Robinson, Jr., of Young & 
| Rubicam’s radio department, makes 
| his debut as an author with the lead 

article in the August issue of Es- 
quire. 

| It’s tagged, ‘Glamour Ladies, You 
i Bore Me.’ 
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Herewith listed are the important "things to come’; films from 
the foremost Hollywood creators with music by songdom's 
PROVEN hit writers . .. Coming from Robbins and associated 
companies, with an unmatched record of song leaders on all 
lists, they will provide the trade and profession with an uninter- 
rupted flow of great song material, produced and promoted 
by companies whose hit records have made music history. 
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EQUITY RADIO MEETING HELD IN NY.C; 


RADIO 





— 





STEERING COMMITTEE AFTER SIGNATURES 





Blackett-Sample-Hummert ‘Commission’ Set-up Plays 
Into Equity’s Hand—125 at Hush-Hush Organi- 





Metro Deai Hot 





Wednesday, july 14, 1937 


(COPY) 
Actors’ Equity Association 


Radio Division 
45 WEST 47th STREET 
NEW YORK CITY 


I, the undersigned, hereby agree that in the organization of radio actors, 
singers, announcers, sound effects men and all performers (except mem- 
bers of the American Federation of Musicians) I consider the Actors’ 
Equity Association (Radio Division) to be my organization for collective 


bargaining purposes. 


Metro - Goldwyn - Mayer and — ener CHRP SHEESH SHE SESE SHEER EHR ERE EEE ee ee e 
« Benton & Bowles execs were ESS eeereeeeee eeeeee SORES THEE H EEE EHH EEE SES eee 
zational Rally in conference yesterday (Tues- DATE TELEPHONE eseeer . CORTESE SHEHESEH ETH HEHEHE EEE e eee 





Actors Equity is now actively en- 
gaged in erganizing the radio per- 
Association aims to 


former field. 
take in dramatic actors, singers, al 
nouncers and sound effects 


widely 
(See adjoining column.) 


being 
ture. 


First formal organization meeting 
was held Monday (12) night at the 
Hotel Lincoln, New York City, with 


men, 

Slips of Authorizations of Equity as 
«the collective bargaining agency are 
circulated for signa- 


SAG in pix were nonexistent, or at 
the least trivial, in radio, Last 
week’s action by Featured Artists 
Service, Inc., subsidiary of Blackett- 
Sample-Hummert, in demanding a 
%, ‘commission’ from its players, 
caused a sharp switch in sentiment, 
however. 
Those in favor of Equity as an or- 
ganizing agency pointed to Blackett- 
Sample-Hummert action as an indi- 
cation of what must inevitably creep 


l- 


day) on proposed $25,000 per 
program deal. Matter is likely 
to be closed in next day or two. 
Palmolive sponsorship of a 
super-program to originate in 
Culver City is involved. 

Tentative starting date under- 
stood to be Sept. 27. 











DEMENTIA A LA RADIO 


Latest 





Interviewing An Octopus 
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|NEBRASKA-ASCAP IN 





COURT ON SEPT. 11 


Lincoln, July 13. 
Federal court set Sept. 11 as the 
date to open the trial in which Gene 
Buck, of the ASCAP, will seek to 
enjoin Secretary of State Swanson, 








“ALL MUST HAVE 


UNION CARDS 
RULES 802 





about 125 persons present. It was a| into rangement = besa - Gag in Cleveland Attorney Generel Hunter, and a 

losed session, admittance being by | formers organized. nders : 

invitation. Edward S. Fielding,| nearly all who attended Monday Cleveland, July 13. dogen county attorneys from enforc bi ee ee a 
Equity Council member, who is/| night's meeting signed the authoriza-| Carl Mark, mikeman, is going to} 8 the anti-ASCAP bill passed by moyed to exercise complete control 
heading the radio drive, was not| tion slips and that many others who} get to the bottom of things when he | the last legislature. 


present, being out of town on a leg 
date. Margot Stevenson, of 


among Equity members active 


*You 
Can't Take It With You,’ was active 
in spreading word of the meeting 
in 
radio work. She previously denied 


it| had previously been antagonistic re- 
versed their stand or at least swung 
over onto the fence. 
Fear Salary Slash 
Fear of the performers if Equity 


enters the radio field is that salaries 


faces a 20-foot octopus in the bot- 
tom of a 50,000-gallon tankful of 
water at the Great Lakes Exposition 
Thursday (July 15). Mark will 
broadcast his experiences in the tank 


Bill, although not stating its case 
against ASCAP by name, outlaws all 
combinations to fix the price on 
music sales. Penalty of violation is 
$5,000. Bill was signed in mid-May 
and was of emergency nature, taking 





over all instrumental broadcasting 
stations within its jurisdiction, 
Under a new rule put into effect by 
Local 802, New York stations are 
restrained from airing any instru- 


on 
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i 1-| for broadcasters will take a dive. effect immediately after Governor| mentalist whatever, including solo- 
“are phoning go) gps | Many performers frankly admit that ape ce nly ne gee nave af crcnran appended his signature. te ehecsber wusld quattets or ac- ¥ 
persed . She attended the re aa ee one: = microphone inside his diving suit companists, unless the musician holds 
meeting, however. : 


Steering committee for radio was 
appointed and it’s understood the 
drive to obtain bargaining agency 
be 
Com- 


authorization signatures will 
pushed as,.fast as possible. 
mittee plans to organize the ind 


stations and out-of-town studios as 
No action for 


well as the networks, 


Feeling has been that if Equity 
establishes a minimum salary the 
standard will immediately drop to 
that figure. Claim that is what hap- 
pened in the case of the $40-a-week 
minimum in legit. 

Equity proponents claim they will 
not vie with any other group or- 
ganizing radio. Say performers al- 


ie 





Equity’s Guess 





Number of dramatic players 
engaged in radio in New York 
is estimated by Actors’ Equity 
at 1,700. Figure includes those 
engaged in making electrical 
transcriptions as well as on live 
programs. No estimate on how 
many there are outside of New 
York. 

Conceded that few air per- 
formers outside New York be- 
long to or know about Equity, 
except on the Coast, where the 
Screen Actors’ Guild enters the 
picture. 





ready belonging to other organiza- 
tions will be welcome in Equity 
while still retaining other affiliations. 
In the case of possible CIO member- 
ships among performers, however, 
this claim is not accepted too seri- 
ously. 

| Statement by Equity members that 
| they will co-operate fully with the 
music union also may cover a multi- 
tude of complications. In the last 
few years there has been a growing 
feeling against Equity among the 
AFM members over a number of 
points. 

There continues to be vague ru- 
mor of the entry of CIO into the 
performer end of the radio picture. 
Little apparent basis for it, how- 
ever. While most of those in radio 











recognition or for standard contracts 
will be attempted until all possible 
signatures have been obtained. Hope 


is ultimately for a closed shop 


radio as already holds in legit and 


films. 
C.1.0. in Ghost Role? 


Present at the meeting was Mrs. 
Florence Marston, eastern represen- 
tative of the Screen Actors’ Guild, 
Equity’s film affiliate, which is co- 
operating in the organization drive. 
While none, at the meeting would 


admit it afterward, understanding 


there was some discussion about the 
General 


CIO campaign in radio. 
feeling of the radio players is th 


lining up with CIO would be un- 
wise, since it might bar or handicap 
radio performers working into either 
films or legit, both of which are 
controlled by the SAG and Equity 


under closed shop agreements. 


Actual plans for the setup of the 
radio end of Equity are not set so 
Problems involved are more 


far. 


say they’ve heard of others being 
approached for CIO membership, 
none know of any such cases at first 
hand. Also felt that the CIO high 
command is too busy with steel at 
present to attempt any extensive 
drive into the amusement field. Fur- 
thermore, the difficulties of piercing 
the Equity-SAG-AFM lineup would 
appear pretty tough. 


W. T. GRANT STORES TO 
AIR VIA N. W. AYER 


Chain of W. T. Grant (two-bits to 
a $) stores, a new account of the 
N. W. Ayer agency folio, will 
definitely invade radio for the first 
time this autumn with placements of 
transcribed 15-min. programs on as 
yet unselected stations. 

Broadcasters in the 19 key cities 
from coast to coast in which there 
are Grant emporiums will get the 
discs. 


in 





is 





at 


and will broadcast via a telephone 
line leading from his suit to the 
surface of the tank. Although the 
the octopus will be fed before the 
broadcast, it is expected to give 
Mark plenty of action for the broad- 
cast. 


Sports Writers on Air 
Guarantee to Deliver 
Stars of Day’s Games 


Dan Daniel and Tom Meany, 
N. Y. World-Telegram baseball 
writers, appear July 25 on Gulf Oil 
show. Daniel travels with N. Y. 
Yankees, while Meany moves 
around with the Giants. 

Contract with Gulf, set by Charlie 
Furey, specifies that writers deliver 
the star ball player of the day on 
which they broadcast, each writer 
being chubby with all members of re- 
spective teams they’re touring with. 

Zeke Manners and Gang has been 
signed for the same program by 
Furey to appear Aug. 8. 


GARLAND JOINS WIND; 
AIDS RALPH ATLASS 


Chicago, July 13. 

Charles Garland is leaving WBBM, 
the local Columbia station, after 12 
years to become assistant to Ralph 
Atlass as overseer of the WIND, 
Gary, situation. 

Garland leaves WBBM this week 
and joins the Atlass WIND setup on 
Aug. 15. 

Hal Makelim comes to town as 
Chicago and national sales manager 
for the Ralph Atlass WIND station. 
Makelim has been sales chief of 
KXBY, Kansas City, and before that 
was with WIRE, Indianapolis. 

Officially takes over his new desk 
next week. 

















FILM PLAYER SMELLS 
COMMERCIAL MOUSE 


Pittsburgh, July 13. 

When Henry Armetta, _fillum 
comic, played the Stanley in Pitts- 
burgh last week, management asked 
him if he’d go on the air over KDKA 
to plug the show. He agreed and 
did a 15-minute show, along with 
Marjorie Gainsworth, on the same 
bill. Armetta ran a little overtime, 
with result that a station-break spot 
announcement for a toothpaste fol- 
lowed almosi immediately after Ar- 
metta’s last word. He raised a howl 
with Stanley management and sta- 
tion as well, claiming he had been 
framed into doing a commercial pro- 
gram without his knowledge. 

Stanley and KDKA biggies had a 
tough time explaining to Armetta 
that it wasn’t the case at all, that 
spots were a usual thing between 
programs and he was finally con- 
vinced that his appearance was on 
the up-and-up. 








THOMPSON AGENCY LISTEN 


Harry Savoy, Vaudeville Team, Get 
Auditions 








J. Walter Thompson has auditioned 
Harry Savoy, vet vaude comic who 


had a series of guest-cracks on the | 38 


Cantor program for Texaco in the 
late spring, Savoy is currently pley- 
ing Loew’s State, N. Y. 

Also auditioned by Thompson were 
Benny Ross and Maxine Stone (Mrs. 
Ross), likewise from vaude. Com- 
edy team is considering deferring its 
skedded sailing for London on July 
21, since agency has notified pair a 
sponsor may be shortly tottering. 
Rosses had been booked for some 
stage dates in England. 

Nick Agnetta, of Curtis & Allen, 
arranged the auditions. 


Hawaiian Branch of S.F. 








an 802 membership card or special 
permission for his appearance has 
been obtained from the union. 

Order appears to be mainly di- 
rected at the exclusive use or inclu- 
sion of amateur musicians in classi- 
cal programs by various New York 
indie outlets. One program which 
the rule will affect is the WOR 
Little Symphony which frequently 
uses star pupils of the Juilliard 
School of Music as guestees. 


$10,000 NO AIR 
LURE T0 LUNTS 


Hollywood, July 13. 

Offer of $10,000 for 15 minutes on 
the air by Danny Danker of J. 
Walter Thompson agency failed to 
move Alfred Lunt and Lynn Fon- 
tanne in their resolve to shun radio, 
Stage pair also gave the go-by to 
W. B. Lewis, Columbia program di- 
rector, who wanted them for the 
Shakespeare cycle. 

Lunts will vacash in northern Cal- 
ifornia and Wisconsin before open- 
ing on Broadway in ‘Amphitryoa 











McCLATCHY MONOPOLY 
BROKEN BY F. C. C. 


Monopoly held by the McClatchy 
group in the Fresno, ‘Cal., market 
has been broken. Federal Commu- 
nications Commission has consented 
to another station being constructed 
in that town, the permit going to 
George Harms. It will be a 100- 
watter, unlimited time, on 1310 kc. 

In granting the permit the FCC 
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overruled the finding of Examiner 
R. H. Hyde. 


Ed Harvey to WINS 


complex and considerably different 
from those of legit and it’s figured 
the radio members will probably 
have a large say in what shape the 
ultimate organization will take. Be- 
lieved, however, that it will be a/| 





Agency Hires Fitzgerald 
San Francisco, July 13. 

Radio activities of the newly or- 

ganized Hawaiian subsidiary of 
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WATL Pays Staff Bonus 


Atlanta, July 13. 


H. J. Maxwell Dies 


San Francisco, July 13. 











Glee was 





Separate branch of Equity 
authorization blanks refer to it 


the ‘Radio Division’), possibly with 


its own officers, council, etc., som 
what similar to the SAG setup. Th 
and other constitutional 
will be tackled later. 


Equity group doesn’t anticipa 


serious trouble from either the net- 


works or inside stations in its o 
ganization drive. 


into the field. Understanding is th 
Columbia Broadcasting System 


sympathetic to the Equity campaign. 
Figured that NBC is a ‘tougher nut 


to crack,’ but will likely swing in 
line. 
Feeling among radio performe 


regarding Equity’s entrance into the 
picture was, in the past, inclined to 
Mike artists felt 
that there was no need for organiza- 
ills that brought 
Equity into being in legit and the 


be unfavorable. 


tion, since the 


problems 


Feeling is that the 
broadcasters will welcome Equity as 
a guarantee against the entry of CIO 


spread among hired 


(the | hands at WATL Saturday (10) when 


aS/ J. W. Woodruff, Sr., owner, of Co- 


lumbus, Ga., cut the whole gang in 
on a bonus, ranging from $1606 top 
on down, on a salary pro rata basis. 

Maurice Coleman, mgr., wasn’t in 
on it. 


e-| 
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Working Out Vacation 


Pittsburgh, July 13. 

Carolyn Gray, Pittsburgh gal who 
has been staff pianist at NBC and 
CBS, home for a month’s vacation 
was immediately signed up _ by 
WWSwW for series of weekly piano 
recitals. They'll expire Aug. 1 
when Miss Gray leaves for Holly- 
wood to do Lily Pons’ accompani- 
ments in her next RKO flicker, ‘Girl 
in the Cage.’ 

First program hit the air Friday 
afternoon (9) and 15-minute shots 
will be presented five times weekly 
until Miss Gray’s departure for 
Coast. 
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‘tack July 7 





H. J. Maxwell, former assistant to 
Don E. Gilman, NBC vice-prexy in 
San Francisco, died of a heart at- 

7 ja Fresno, Cal. Max- 
well, who had been auditor and per- 
sonnel manager at NBC’s Western 
division headquarters for seven 
years before his promotion to the 
post of assistant to Gilman, which he 
held for two years, resigned in June, 
1936, to devote his time to the Fresno 
Broadcasting Company. Latter or- 
ganization tried unsuccessfully to 
secure a license for a new station in 
Fresno, 

Maxwell’s widow, step-daughter, 
15, daughter, 4, infant son, two 
months old, and a brother survive. 





Happy Sisters Join NBC 
Happy Sisters (Muriel, Estelle and 
Olive L’Heureux), harmony trio, 
has been signatured for exclusive 
handling by NBC Artists Service. 
Act comes from WBZ, Boston. 





Bowman, Duete & Cummings, the 
Bowman, Hoist, McFarlane & Mat- 
son agency, will be directed by Don 
Fitzgerald, who has resigned as pro- 
duction manager of KGMB, Hono- 
lulu. 

Fitzgerald, whose headquarters 
will be in Honolulu, was with KSL. 
Salt Lake City, at one time. He has 
been on the air recently in the 
‘Hawaii Serenades’ programs released 
over both Columbia and Mutual net- 
works from KGMB., 





Lux Crew East 


Holiywood, July 13. 

Crew on Lux broadcast for J. Wal- 
ter Thompson hauls east this week. 
Frank Woodruff, producer, left last 
Saturday (10) followed by Sandy 
Barnett, scripter, two days later. 

Danny Danker, Thompson vice- 
prez and talent chief, trains out Fri- 
day (16), accompanied by W. B. 


Lewis, Columbia program director. 


| 








Pittsburgh, July 12 
Ed Harvey. program directs: for 
iasi @¢Vé years at WCAE, has been 


| promoted. to-xzacifar post with Hearst 
} New York State Network. 


Will 
make headquarters at WINS, New 
York. Leaves here two weeks for 
new post. 

Succeeding him is Clifford Daniel. 
now chief announcer. He'll continue 
announcing bigger local commercials. 





Baker Staying West 


Hollywood, July 13. 

No sooner did Phil Baker land in 
town for picture work for Samuel 
Goldwyn than he told the old Broad- 
way mob here that he'll be sticking 
around for some time. Air comic 
said he would do his broadcast for 
Gulf Oil from here, starting in Oc- 
tober. 

Block and Sully are also pitching 
here permanently. 
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NO BRIT 


WHO SHOULD CONTROL? 








we 











ww/, Detroit, displays foresight in frankly recognizing the problem of 
‘control’ over radio programs. A courageous policy at the risk of finan- 
cial loss will hereafter attempt to return the mastery of WWJ programs 
to WWJ. In this the Detroit station, which would have greater excuse to 
do otherwise, has the gumption to do what the networks would like to do. 

Various reasons united to deprive the webs of their control over their 
own program schedules. They neglected showmanship for one thing. Did 
not particularly care, save for the loss of artists bureau talent commis- 
sions, in the second place. So the advertising agencies took the programs 
away from the webs, 





The webs would like to have them back but haven't the nerve to really 
tackle the problem, They’re too busy kidding the nation they’re highbrow. 
Shakespeare—in summer! When the time is empty! When schools are 
not in session! When nobody cares! Shakespeare in summer. 





‘Open market’ selling ar.d buying of radio time without any limitations 
upon the buyer’s program ideas was and is the easy way. But it may yet 
develop that WWJ is remarkably clear-visioned in seeing that it may not 
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Seeesyie A tne wcll 


No Split Authority on Objectionable 
Ads: Trade Commish Power Intact :.:"\er's28cee.es 





— 
Washington, July 13. | 


Tightening of Federal advertising | 
control was voted last week by the | 
House Interstate Commerce Com- | 
mittee after spiking scheme’ to let | 
the Federal Communications Com- 
mission censor broadcast blurbs. 

Bent on providing closer super- 
vision over food and drug promo- | 
tion, committee ratified amended | 
version of bill introduced by Chair- 
man Clarence F. Lea of California. 


Legislation due for report to the’ 
House late this week but chances of 
enactment this year are problemati- 
cal. 


Text of revised proposal was not 
revealed, but committeemen said 
few significant changes have been 
made, Principal issue was whether 
the F. C. C. or the Trade Commis- 
sion should rule on air advertise- 
ments, which was settled when com- 
mitteemen turned down motion to 
split the censorship job between the 
two agencies. Part of the old law 
was modified but alterations were 
said to affect only procedure fol- 
lowed by the F. T. C. and make sure 
that alleged offenders have their day 
in court. 


Definition of advertising in the bill 
was rewritten for purposes of broad- 
ening scope and making certain that 
all forms of propaganda, not merely 
printed jin magazines and news- 
papers or broadcast, are subject to 
Federal regulation. 


Penal provisions were lightened, 
Chairman Lea declared. While pre- 
vious proposal had sponsors of any 
false advertisement designed to in- 
duce use of foods, drugs, devices, or 
cosmetics subject to fines, revised 
version limits jail sentence or cash 
assessment to cases where the prod- 
uct is likely to injure public health. 
Other deceptive advertisers will be 
subject to cease-and-desist orders, 
which could be backed up by court 
injunctions. 





| 





Dr. Pratt on WTAM 


Cleveland. Yuly 22 
Heine (Rice Flakes) starts a kid | 
serial, “The Adyeniures of Tommy | 
qualcher, on WTAM, Cleveland, July | 
7. | 
It will have the 5 to 5:30 spot and 
Russell Pratt, one- of the whilom | 
Three Doctors, will play all the) 
parts. Maxon is the agency. } 








Re-Name Performers 


San Francisco, July 13. 

Two NBC staff artists took new 
monickers .n the past week. Matilda 
Tringali, 16-year-old warbler and 
former tyro recently signed for ap- | 
bearances with Johnny O'Brien's 
Harmonica High Hats, underwent a 
triple change in names, first to Trilby 
Gale, then Patsy Moran, finally Lora 
Tringali, which got an official okay. 

Name of Shirley Fishman, moppet 
actress, became Trina Morris. 





Sealtest Show Broadcast 


Against Many Difficulties 
At Cleveland Radioland 


Cleveland, July 13. 

Sunday Night Sealtest program 
headed by Jimmy Melton, with May 
Robson and Jean Muir of the films 
as guestars, drew a crowd of 6,500 
people to the Great Lakss Expo’s 
Radioland Sunday night (July 12). 
Program broadcast from an outdoor 
shell adjacent to Billy Rose’s Aqua- 
cade had to compete with boat whis- 
tles, bus noises and an impending 
thunder storm. 

Despite a strong wind that blew 
most of the music from the orchestra 
stands the program was completed 
without any major mishaps. A cat 
strolled across the stage during one 
of Jane Pickens’ solos and Melton 
shed his ‘coat near the end of the 
program when a few heavy drops 
of rain fell. Engineers covered the 
precious microphones with white 
cloth hats. Carborundum Band will 
attempt a broadcast from the same 
spot Saturday night (July 18). 








Cecil Underwood in Chi 
For Fibber M’Gee Program 


Chicago, July 13. 

Having completed their picture, 
Marion and. Jim Jordan (Fibber 
McGee and Molly) arrived here 
from Hollywood Thurs. (8), to re- 
sume broadcasting from local NBC 
studios. Brought Cecil Underwood, 
who produced their shows while on 
Coast, along with them to act in 
same Capacity. 

Former Chicago producer, Bruce 
Kammon, decided to drop show 
when it was learned that the act 
might journey in and out of town 
on personal appearances, he being 
tied up with a couple of other shots 
here. 





| Transradio's Stylist 


Baltimore, July 13. 
Nancy Turner, style commentator 
for WFBR here, will be given a 


credit line on coast to coast airings | 
style bulletins | 


via Transradio, of 
cabled by her on visit to Parish Ex- 


position and London style open- | 


ings. 

Arrangement for local coverage of 
fashion news sent back by Miss 
Turner already made by WFBR 


with Bonwit-Lennon, local specialty 


shop. 


Ross, Stene Auditioned 
Chicago, July 13. 
Benny Ross and Maxine Stone, 
while at the Oriental last week, were 
auditioned for new Campana variety 


radio show, now current at River- | would not like and the clamp went 
| side. Milwaukee, week, and set for 


August London dates. 


Curtis and Allen, New York, 


; handling. 
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NG, QUIZ 
IT REPEATED 


NBC Frankly Does Not 
Want Clergyman Who 
Married Duke of Windsor 
—Mutual Carried Talk 


WED 











ON HEINZ SHOW 





Report that the British Broadcast- 
ing Co, had by innuendo sought to 
exercise censorship in the United 
States in the instance of the Rev. 
R. Anderson Jardine was denied 
Monday (12) by NBC, Columbia and 
Mutual. NBC declared that while 
it had received nothing as much as 


cretion to shy away from the offici- 
ator of the Duke Edward-Wallis 





Jardine Lecture Flops 


Atlantic City, July 13. 

Rev. R. Anderson Jardine’s 
first lecture on American soil 
drew only 77 perspiring listen- 
ers at the Municipal Auditorium 
ballroom Saturday night (10). 

While thousands strolled along 
the Boardwalk almost within 
sound of his voice, the Rev. 
Jardine, who defied the Church 
of England, asked his small 
audience ‘to please tell everv- 
one just what he had spoke. of 
and to right the injustice that 
had been done me.’ 

Jardine had been expectea to 
speak about the Duke and his 
American Duchess, but instead 
chose the theme of ‘Brother- 
hood.’ He said the latter would 
be his topic during his Ameri- 
can tour. 

During the past week, the 
vicar thought that his lecture 
would be sponsored by thre? 
local charities, which withdrew 
on the eve of his appearance, 
Jardine blamed that on a ‘too 
eager local promoter.’ 

He referred once to the Duke 
and his bride by declaring tiuat 
they had been kept apart ‘be- 
cause the Church of England 
had invaded the realm of poli- 
|! tics—where it did not belong.’ 

This remark drew the single 
round of applause from the 
audience of 77, which made the 
reverend a sad and disappointed 
figure in the ballroom that seats 
5,000. 

Jardine wore a light grey suit, 





| 

brown shirt, and ministerial 
collar. The heat made him 
seem uncomfortable and he 


trembled slightiy as he began 
his address. 











Simpson marriage and that it would 
prefer that none of its clients put 
the retired clergyman on during the 
remainder of his stay in America. 


Mutual broadcast a sermon by the 
clergyman last Friday night (9). 
Even though the event had been 
publicized days in advance, no ap- 
proach, the network stated, had 
been made by any one connected 
with the BBC. 

Matter of the BBC handing out 
gentle hints to the networks on this 
| side has not been uncommon. The 





ors call they got from this source 
| was just before the marriage of the 
| ex-king. Felix Green, the BBC’s 
| U.S. rep, phoned each of the webs 
|and, prefacing his query with the 
| remark that he wasn't speaking in 
| an Official eapacity, sought to find 
| out whether it was really going to 
, have anything to do with picking up 
, the ceremony. The webs, even if 
j they had planned to engage in 
|; something of the sort, interpreted 
the checkup as a tip that the BBC 


; On all around. 
| 


| Jardine was booked by Dorothy 
, Worthington on the Heinz program 
today ‘(Wed.) over CBS. 


ARDINE HINT 
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Believe Cracks at Bowes Were Slipped 
Radio Editors by Private Press Agent 





Buffalo Scouts N. Y. 


Buffalo, July 13. 

An ll-day talent hunt for 
Buffalo Broadcasting Corp. is 
in progress. Production Man- 
ager Herbert C. Rice scouting 
the radio stations and niteries. 

Rochester, Schenectady, Syr- 
acuse, New York City and Bos- 
ton get quick 0.0. 


Paley Gets Television 
Engineers in England; 
Now Inspecting Europe | 














| 


William S. Paley has elected to | 
turn to England for his television 
engineers. Two of these have al- 


ready been engaged by the Colum- 
bia prexy and it is expected that he 
will do more picking from across 
the water while in the process of 
developing CBS’ own tele laboratory. 

The two engineers which Paley 
has put under contract have had 
considerable experience with Mar- 
coni-E. M. I., Ltd., whose system of 
television is the same as RCA’s on 
this side. CBS has already com- 
mitted itself to the RCA method, 
having several months ago set up 
televising apparatus in the tower of 
the Chrysler building. 

NBC has had a couple of its tele- 
vision engineers stationed with. the 
E. M. I. for some time. Pair returned 





to the home experimental labora- 
tories last Saturday (10). 





Swiss in London Claims 


Television in Color 
London, July 1. 


A continental inventor, speaking 
very broken English, is in London 
at the moment attempting to form 
a company to develop a process for 
colored television. He gives the 
name of Gustav Horsch, from Lau- 
terbrunnen, Switzerland, and is an 
electrical engineer with a degree 
from Berne university. 


He claims to have discovered an 
alloy of selenium, called thalium, 
which is super-sensitive to color 
values, and incorporates this in a 
novel scanning device fitted to the 
camera. The combination of a Thali- 
um cell, with an analytical prism 
at the reception end, he alleges, en- 
ables the original colors to be sep- | 
arated and reproduced on_ the 
screen. 





Carter Draws Squawks 


Portland, Ore., July 13. 
Boake Carter's first appearance on 
the western CBS loop prompted | 
dozens of calls to KOIN protesting | 
his criticism of the national admin- | 
istration, 


KOIN had widely exploited Carter | 
in advance. 





Butler Univ. Adds Radio| 


Indianapolis, July 13. 

Latesi collegiate radio courses are 
at Butler University in Indianapolis. 
Charles H. Walters, speech instruc- 
tor of the school, in charge. 

Construction under way of a 
sound-preof recording and _ broad- 
casting studio. 





Morris Hicks’ Smashup 


Indianapolis, July 13. 
Short wave truck, being tested by 
Morris Hicks, spieler at WIRE, put 
Hicks in the hospital, and got itself 
smashed up, by curling around a 
utility pole on Sunday (4). Hicks, 
who was driving the mobile unit. 


tried to swerve and avoid hitting | 


another car, but wound up a victim. 

Indianapolis Power and Light Co.. 
owner of the poie, also owns WFBM. 
rival station here. 


ducer 


Major Edward Bowes’ organiza- 
tion has been trying without success 
to trace the origin of a couple of 
cracks that appeared in widely scat- 
tered radio editors’ columns in ve- 
cent weeks, One line spoke of the 
major using milk for a chaser i» 
whisky. He never drinks whisky. 
Another quip, sarcastically worded, 
said he was giving away nickels a la 
Rockefeller, Pure fabrication, ° it 
seems. 

It is thought that the cracks were 
included in the ‘gossip column’ of 
one of the private press agents. 
These are sometimes used as filler 
by radio editors. Press agents try 
to vary the monotony of talking 
about their own list of clients by 
dragging in gratuitous mentions of 
big personalities. 

Point that interested the Bowes 


| staff was whether a press agent has 
| the right to disseminate imaginary 


‘information’ 
color 
hash. 


Bacher Exits as 
Holly Hotel Prod; 
Spot to Lewis? 


Hollywood, July 13. 
Bill Bacher has resigned as pro- 
of Hollywood Hotel after 
differences with Ward Wheelock of 
the F. Wallis Armstrong agency, 
dating back several weeks when 
Bacher did a doctoring job on the 


about a celeb as a 
ilem in a load of publicity 








| Lifebuoy-Rinso program for Rauth- 


rauff & Ryan. Bacher said he stepped 
out because he refused to be tied 
down exclusively to the Armstrong 
outfit. 

Ken Niles, who handles the com- 
mercials for Campbell Soup shows 
and took over the production reins 
on H-H when Bacher took a three 
weeks sunning at Waikiki, wiil con- 
tinue to guide the air piece until 
Wheelock, who is due here this 
week, names a successor. Niles is 
also producing the Murray-Oswald 
program in the sabbatical absence of 
Diana Bourbon, 

Bacher said that while his future 
plans are indefinite he may set up an 


| independent production unit on a 
| free lance basis. He also has a yen 


to take a whirl at picture work. 
Although denying that he had been 
approached, W. B. Lewis, Columbia 
program director, is known to be in 
line for the Holly Hotel job. He was 
offered the spot last year but turned 
it down, shortly after being made a 
vice-president of CBS. Frank Wood- 
ruff, Lux producer, was proferred 
the post some time ago but preferred 
to remain with the Thompson 


| agency. 





Pat Barnes’-WOR Deal 


Pat Barnes and WOR, New York, 
have a deal on. Player will revive 
his Pat Barnes’ Opry House starting 





July 22 on a sustaining whirl. 


Barnes also has a commercial 


'over WOR for Rabin cosmetics. 





Warren Brown Sponsored 


Chicago, July 13. 
Local Loan here signed Warren 
Brown, sports editor Hearst's Heraid 
& Examiner, for a daily 15 minute 
before-the-ball-game chatter period, 
to be aired on WJJD, with Brown 
free to leave out any mention of Lo- 


cal Loan in both his air or news- 
paper copy. 
Handled direct, and makes the 


second tie-up between station and 
Hearst paper, the other being a 15 
minute daily program sponsored by 
the daily’s want-ad section, 


ee 
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YOUNG (AND WORKING) MUSICIANS VIEW 
NTLRADIO DISC POLICY UNFAVORABLY? 








See Transcription Attacks Tough to Carry Through 
—Rap Harry Fox Proposal as Fostering Union’s 


‘Dole’ System 


a 4 


Any attempt by the American 
Federation of Musicians to adjust 
the program library _ situation 
through the acceptance of contribu- 
tions for the various locals’ unem- 
“ployment funds will be strongly 
contested by the Internationals 


younger members. Latter feel that 
such solution would only serve to 
aggravate the dole system which, 
they contend, has made the union a 
profitable resort for many thou- 
sands of men and women who can 
never hope to earn a living by their 
instruments. 


It has been suggested by Harry 
Fox, gen. mgr. of the Music Pub- 
lishers’ Protective Association, that 
the manufacturers of transcription 
libraries undertake to stave off any 
action against them by the AFM by 
agreement to tack on a ‘union allow- 
ance‘ to the monthly fee charged a 
station for the library. This ‘allow- 
ance’ would go to the unemployment 
fund of the local musicians’ union. 

Younger (and working) element 
in the AFM see in this plan nothing 
but another stroke to make it pos- 
sible for the non-active musicians to 
live on the toil on others. Former 
claim that as union taxes now stand 
they are paying. a substantial share 
of their incomes to the unemploy- 
ment coffers and that by making 
thousands of dollars available from 
transcriptions to these same funds 
the international union would tend 
to encourage the unemployable 
members to refrain from seeking 
work in other fields. 

Why They Don’t Like It 

This young union blood believes 
that nothing effectual will come 
from the maneuvering of the AFM 
executive board on the transcription 
issue. They can’t see the interna- 
tional forcing the smaller stations 
to employ musicians or in any way 
increasing their expenses since the 
union would find itself faced with 
the serious problem of tackling local 
politics, 

Many of the 106-watters, they 
point out, are strictly operated from 
the viewpoint of civic pride, or as 
a mouthpiece for the local mayor or 
Congressman when he runs for of- 
fice or has something to say to his 
constituents. All that one of these 
outlets would have to do is com- 
plain to these politicians that a 
union is trying to jack up their ex- 
penses, when conditions of survival 
are tough enough as they are, and 
the union would find: itself the tar- 
get of a vicious attack. 

Manufacturers of recorded pro- 
gram libraries are looking with in- 
terest, but not with any qualms, to 
the meeting which Joseph N. Weber, 
American Federation of Musicians 
prez, has called for July 26. Weber 
wants to discuss a new deal for 
transcriptions. His letter of invi- 
tation to the managers also advised 
them that union musicians would 
not be available to them after Aug. 
35. 

These library producers figure that 
the worst that can happen is that 
the cost of production will go up, 
but not enough to make it impos- 
sible to carry through with their 
present station contracts. A _ sub- 
stantial number of these contracts 
with stations have been recently re- 
newed and the manufacturers can’t 
see how the union by new regula- 
tions will presume to void commit- 
ments which have a year to go. 
Manufacturers have by their con- 
tracts agreed to furnish their sta- 
tion clients with so many recorded 
units a month, so that if any new 
regulations are imposed by the AFM, 


of effectiveness will be subsequent 
to present library contract commit- 
ments, 


Kellogg Grabs Ohio 


Exclusive rights to the home 
games of Ohio State University were 
obtained by Kellogg last week. Deal 
was made at the same time with 
WBNS, Columbus, to carry the 
events. : 

N. W. Ayer handled both contracts. 

















Those Scientists 





Chicago, July 13. 

Science is being used by Prof. 
John DeBoar in his experi- 
ments to get reactions of kids 
to programs. Testing 1,800 by 
playing recordings while blood 
pressure and sweat machines 
are strapped on to the kids’ 
arms. 

So far theory is that action 
doesn’t hurt because the kids 
perspire, but that threats are 
no good, for blood pressure ma- 
chine goes up. 











Columbus Official Pick-Up 


the manufacturers figure, their date | 











Seattle Stations 
Film Presentation 
To Detroit Admen 


Detroit, July 13. 

With H. M. Feltis, commercial 
mgr., serving as host for the sta- 
tions, KOMO-KJR, Seattle, last 
week staged a newsreel presentation 
of this market and the stations to a 
group of Detroit agency execs at a 
luncheon in the Hotel Book-Cadillac. 


Film was divided into two sec- 
tions, the first giving pictorial study 
of the Pacific northwesr market, the 
stations and their personnel and 
facilities, while the second section 
dealt with the 21 leading industries 
in 4hat area plus scenic shots. 

Motion pictures of the stations 
showed how the various members 
co-operate in creating an idea and 
seeing it through to program form. 


MULTI-LINGUAL CHOIR 
ORGANIZED BY WDAS 


Philadelphia, July 13. 

Joe Schreibman, stick swisher of 
WDAS house band, forming 60-voice 
international choir for use on sta- 
tion, which does large no-spika- 
Entlish biz. Group can chirp in 
Yiddish, Polish, Ukranian, Italian 
and any other language in which 
salesmen can sell accounts. 

Members all contribbing time for 




















love of the work. 


Agencies—-Sponsors 





Young & Rubicam auditioning 
Ginger Dulo, swing singer, for the 
Walter O’Keefe (Sal Hepatica) pro- 
gram. 

Warren and Arthur Smadbeck 
(real estate) on WMCA, N. Y., spon- 


| soring daily early a.m. 15-min. news- 
cast conducted by Allen Williams. | 


Metropolitan Advertising placed. 

Bowey’s (milk) *While City 
Sleeps’ three-a-week 15 minute 
drama, signatured by Russell Comer 
ad agency, to return to air Aug. 12 
on WENR, Chicago. 





Drackett (Drano) have signed 
through Ralph Jones, Cincinnati ad 
agency for two-a-week dramatic 
show, ‘Hello, Peggy,’ to begin Aug. 
4, for NBC-Basic Red. 





Sinclair Oil has picked on a 15- 
minute news period across the board 
for a special campaign in Chicago. 
It will be either Tom Harrington on 
WBBM or Donald McGibney on 
WMAQ. Federat is the agency. 





Jerry Crowley, formerly of Crow- 
ley-LaBrum agency, has opened 
offices in the Fidelity-Philadelphia 
Trust Building, Philly, for publicity, 
advertising and merchandising. 





Williams Fur Shop has taken ‘Pro- 
fessor Yes ’n’ No’ program from 
WWSwW, Pittsburgh, for 13 weeks 
starting July 27. Show, which was 
previously sponsored by Max Azen 
Furs, will hit the air Tuesday, 
Thursday and Saturday nights for 15 
minutes at 7:15 p.m. Account placed 
by Collier-Tyson. 





Philadelphia Co. (utility) sponsor- 
ing symphonic pop concerts from 
open-air bandstand in Schenley 
Park under baton of Victor Saudek 
on KDKA, Pittsburgh. It’s a once- 
a-week shot for nine weeks, with 
sponsor taking only half an hour, 
from 7:30 to 8 p.m. every Tuesday 
night, of hour and half program. At 
end of that time, Philadelphia com- 
pany, utilities, will resume its regu- 
lar Pittsburgh Varieties show. 
Placed by Bob McCarthy. 





Bob Spence’s ‘Don’t You Believe 
It’ quarter-hour shows on KFRC, 
San Francisco, will be sponsored by 
Dr. H. F. Bernard on Saturday 
nights at 6:00 o'clock, PST, starting 
Aug. 14. Set by J. H. Diamond 
agency.’ 





Warner Bros. has renewed five 
times a week half-hour spot on 
WWSW, Pittsburgh. Period, from 
11:30 a.m. to noon, is used to plug cir- 
cuit’s shows in the district, with 





Networks Ignore ASCAP Order 


Johnny Mitchell playing organ music 





Slapping Back at Enemy States 





| 


LANNY ROSS SET FOR 
PACKARD IN FALL 


Lanny Ross has been set for the 
new Packard show which goes into 
the account’s present spot on the 
NBC red Sept. 7. 

Johnny Green will likely be re- 
tained as maestro. Young & Rubi- 
cam is still working on the other 
items of the fall program. 











For Mutual Temporarily 
Columbus, July 13. 
Although WHK, Cleveland, is| 
handling the actual pick-up, WHKC 
here is the official origin of Mutual’s 
daily broadeasts from the Great 
Lakes Exposition. 
WHKC, now a member of the| 
Mutual network, will take the pro- | 
grams from WHK and feed the chain, | 
since the Cleveland station will noi | 
become a Mutual affiliate until Sep- | 
tember. 
Bob French of the local station | 
was in Cleveland last week to aid | 
the WHK staff with final detaics. 





Major networks have ignored the 
order recently sent out by:the Amer- 
ican Society of Composers, Authors 
and Publishers bannirig them from 
releasing restricted musical numbers 
over station affiliates in the states 
which had passed anti-ASCAP legis- 
lation. Indications are that this or- 
der will be modified to some degree 
when E. C. Mills, chairman of 
ASCAP’s administrative. committee, 
returns to New York next week. 

Webs hold that the enforcement 
of this request would make it neces- 
sary for them to keep a good many 
sustaining and commercial programs 
off stations in such states as Mon- 
tana, Washington, Nebraska and 
Florida. All these states have laws 
on the books restricting the opera- 
tions of the American Society. Net- 
works figure that half way measures 
by ASCAP against these states would 
only serve to complicate things for 
the program originating sources and 
that they should not be made to 
suffer through any of the Society’s 
attempts at retaliation. 

Under the Society's contracts and 
the law the copyright owner has 
carte blanche in designating who 
should or should not play a restricted 
number, 
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with exploited music. 


‘best 10’, if it has merit. 





tion are able to force upon them, 


Calls “Most Played’ Air Evil 


L. Wolfe Gilbert, composer and publisher, thinks that the networks 
should do something about protecting listeners from being overloaded 
In letters addressed to William S. Paley and 
John Royal the past weekend Gilbert expressed alarm at the tend- 
ency of commercials to concentrate on the most played songs of the 
previous week and urged that NBC and Columbia concern them- 
seives more with giving the right of way to music other than this 





It is Gilbert’s contention that set owners are not getting what they 
favor but the material which publishers by din of intense exploita- 








McGILLVRA ADDS REGIONAL 


Eight Stations of New Oklahoma 
Network Appoint Sales Rep. 








Joseph Hershey McGillvra has 
been appointed national sales repre- 
sentative for the Oklahoma regional 
network. McGillvra conferred with 
the directors, R. U. Porter, Tams 
Bixby, Jr,. Joseph W. Lee and 
Albert Riesen in Oklahoma City last 
week, 

Organized three months ago, the 
regional maintains full A. T. & T. 
wire loop. Is a unit on the Mutual 
network. Has never had a national 


sales rep. 
Stations involved are KTOK, Okla- 
homa City; KCRC, Enid; KGFF, 


Shawnee; KBIX, Muskogee; KADA, 
Ada; KVSO, Ardmore; WBBZ, Ponca 
City, and KASA, Elk City. 

Night time base rate for loop is 
$162 an hour. 





and Walt Framer retailing film news 
and gossip. During latter’s Coast 
vacation for month, regular WWSW 
announcers are handling Framer’s 
chores, Placed direct. 





Pino Bontempi, opera tenor, tak- 
ing the name of Gino Monti to 
warble a new series over WOV, New 
York, for Fratelli Branca Italian 
bitters. 





Street & Co. (Dodge, Plymouth 
autos), through Ruthrauf & Ryan, 
on KYA, San Francisco, with three 
quarter-hour transcribed programs 
weekly through Oct. 27. 





Simmons Co., through J. Walter 
Thompson, New York, signed for 78 
100-word spot announcements on 
KFRC, San Francisco, Aug. 22 to 
Nov. 19. 





Carter (liver pills), through Spot 
Broadcasting, New York, using 200 
transcribed spot announcements on 
KFRC, San Francisco, July 5 to Dec. 
31. Also 12 a week for four months 
on KSFO, San Francisco. 





United Air Lines, through J. 
Walter Thompson, Chicago, on 
KFRC, San Francisco, with 13 spot 
announcements thrice weekly 
through Aug. 3. 





Gallenkamp Stores Co. (shoes), 
through Long Advertising Service, 
San Francisco, using 92 100-word 
announcements on KFRC, San Fran- 
cisco, Aug. 1 to Oct. 31. 





Larus Bros. (Domino cigarettes), 
through B. B. D. & O., New York, 
placing quarter-hour transcribed | 
program. 





| listeners. 





Baldwin Laboratories (Dwin in- | 
secticide), Saegertown, Pa., through | 
Yount Co., spotting three announce- 
ments weekly for 13 weeks on 
KSPO, San Francisco. 





Maryland Pharmaceutical Co. 
(Rem-Rel), Baltimore, Md., through | 
Joseph Katz, using announcements. 





Beaumont Labs (4-way cold tab- 
lets), St. Louis, Mo., through H. W. 
Kastor & Sons, Chicago, spotting 312 
announcements on KSFO, San Fran- 
cisco, over a six-month period. 








WIND Prog. Dir. to 0.0. 


European Radio Systems. 





Chicago, July 13, 

Six weeks’ vacation is being given | 

Ned Reglein, WIND program di- | 

rector, by his boss, Ralph Atlass, so 

that Reglein may trip to Europe to 

look over broadcasting systems | 
there. 


Expects to cover England, Frarite, 
Belgium and Austria, but to ant | 
most of his time at British Broad- 
casting Company~ headquarters in 
London, and at Budapest radio sta- 








TED HUSING 
BOOTLEGGING 
A MYTH 


Charge by NBC that Ted Husing 
‘bootlegged’ its broadcast of Senior 
National A. A. U. Traek and Field 
meet in Milwaukee July 3 are pooh- 
poohed by Husing and his side-kick, 
Jimmy Dolan. According to the two 
CBS sportscasters, they both saw 
Archie San Romani take his tumble 
and Husing immediately stated the 
fact over the air. When the inci- 
dent occurred, Dolan claims, he was 
watching the runners through bin- 
oculars. He turned to call Husing’s 
attention to the fall, but the latter 
was already announcing it to the 
listeners, Dolan says. 


Spot from which the CBS broad- 
casters covered the race was on the 
roof of a building adjoining the 
track. It afforded a clear view of the 
field, with the exception of one 
small spot on the track that was par- 
tially hidden by a tree. San Ro- 
mani’s spill, as explained by the CBS 
pair, was in the backstretch, at the 
far side of the track, where the 
view was entirely unobstructed. 


Both Husing and Dolan ridicule 
the assertion that they ‘bootlegged’ 
the NBC broadcast. “They point- out 
that they and their engineers were 
perfectly visible to anyone on the 
ground and that they could easily 
have been detected tuning in the 
CBS airing. Also declare a loud- 
speaker reception of NBC’s broad- 
cast would have registered on the 
CBS mike and been overheard by 
‘Bootlegging’ of broad- 
casts is contrary to Federal regula- 
tions. 

Apparently Husing’s previous as- 
sertion that he had to surround him- 
self with guards in Milwaukee to 
protect himself from NBC rough 
stuff is just one of those things. 
Neither Husing nor Dolan were in- 
clined to take it seriously after 
they’d cooled off a few days later. 

Chances of a recurrence of the 
dog-fight tactics between the two 
networks are considered not too 
great for the next few weeks. Both 
are permitted in Palmer Stadium, 
Princeton, for the track meet next 
Saturday. Weightman Cup and Na- 
tional Singles tennis matches at 
Brookline, Mass., and Forest Hills, 
N. Y., respectively, are CBS ex- 
clusives and NBC will find it tough 
to crash, since the grounds of both 
clubs are comparatively inaccessible. 
National Amateur Golf at Portland, 
Ore., may bring some fireworks, but 
the America’s Cup yacht races, the 
end of this month, are another wide- 
open affair and should involve little 





| throat-slicing. 


GENE AND GLENN TO 





KELLOGG ON COAST 


Kellogg Co. will establish Gene 





|and Glenn on the West Coast this 


fall for a daily series. Discussions 
are on for the account to use Co- 
lumbia’s California outlet, KNX, Los 
Angeles, and KSFO, San Francisco. 

Cereal packer last had the team 
working the lIowa-Nebraska terri- 
tory by way of the Corn Belt Wire- 
less Network. 





Open House at WMMN 


Fairmont, W. Va., July 13. 

WMMN, Fairmont, W. Va., is stag- 
ing Open House Day in Fairmont 
and Clarksburg studios July 26 to 
stress the fact that the folks in the 
Monongahela Valley are always wel- 
come around the station. 

It will be open house also at the 
WMMN transmitter at Monongab, 
W. Va., five miles from Fairmont, 


with concerts by brass and_ har- 
i monica bands. 
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Inside Stuff—Radio 


Boake Carter’s outspoken attacks on union labor and particularly C. I. O. 
have, in the opinion of the broadcasting trade, gone further and taken 
greater risks than has any other commentator on any controversial subject 
in the past. 

Much speculation exists concerning the Carter campaign, its motives, 
the attitude of Philco, his sponsor, and the Columbia network. 
has frankly abandoned news reporting for sheer editorializing. 
tacks have been stinging, bold and passionate, 
his newspaper syndicated column. 


Question that the broadcast trade is puzzled at is the seeming disregard 
by Philco of the working classes as a potential market for Philco receiving 
sets. 

Alexander Woollcott, in closing his series of twice-weekly broadcasts 
over CBS for Granger Tobacco, made a sweeping denial of reports that he 
was leaving the air because of ‘censorship,’ because he was ‘cantankerous’ 
and could not get along with his sponsor, or because of any ailment or 
breakdown. 





Carter 
His at- 
These he has re-echoed in 





Not alleviating appreciably the plight of those dismissed from the WPA 
radio project is the existence of seven different unions within the group. 
This week 83 of the 204 members of the Project draw their final pay. Cut 
was due to appropriation lessening by Congress, 30% of the actors and 50% 
of the administrative staff getting the axe. 

Seven unions are constantly milling around each other, antagonizing 
and wrestling with each other and disagreeing over plans for trying to 
effect cancellation of the cut order. 

There are members of the Radio Project belonging to City Projects’ 
Council, Writers’ Union, Musicians’ Local 802, Equity, Supervisors’ Council, 
Theatre Press Agents’ Union and the Federation of Architects, Engineers, 
Technicians and Chemists. 

With virtually everyone in the group a member of and sympathizing 
with one particular organization, the outfit is in a turmoil. Some want 
to journey to Washington and picket the White House. Others want to 
wage their fight against the cuts in New York, while still others want to 
play-down the rumpus-making for fear their antics will arouse adverse 
public opinion which may react more drastically against the WPA. 


— 


Chicago Blackett-Sample-Hummert agency is switching over to a policy 
of names for at least one of its across-the-board script shows. Dorothy 
Gish and Harold Vermilyea get the lead in the ‘Couple Next Door’ pro- 
gram. Miss Gish and Vermilyea take over the roles previously handled by 
Dolores Gillen and Olan Soule. Switchover takes place next Monday (19). 
Vermilyea was recently seen in Chicago in ‘Boy Meets Girl.’ 

In all, the B-S-H new policy marks a first time for the spotting of 
names in the daytime hours which had previously been filled only with 
non-name dramatic shows for the most part. It demonstrates the increas- 
ingly tough competition among daytime shows, 








Major Bowes has a special motorcar job done for him on his specifica- 
tions by his radio sponsor, Chrysler. Bus is nearly the size of a Pullman 
car, and has all manner of gadgets, conveniences and amusements with 
the possible exception of a bowling alley. 

Last year Gov. Harry Whinna Nice of Maryland. gave Bowes some hon- 
orary license tags labeled ‘Md. 1.’ The Emir of the Amateurs uses ’em 
for regular use on his cars, despite the fact that he is not a resident of 
Maryland, but of New York. And, incidentally, the tags Bowes uses are 
only honorary, not on regular file or listing in Maryland, where legiti- 
mate tags start at the number 10,000. 





Newest gag show on the Coast is Jack Runyan’s ‘Swap Shop,’ in which 
persons who have articles to barter are called to the mike and handed a 
check for their appearance. Runyan tried it out on a Hollywood audience 
last week with favorable results. Show is gauged for laughs, with articles 
peddled around being a goat, dog, parrot and rowing machine. When show 
hits the air, 10 letters will be singled out from incoming mail and writers 
will be called in for the swapping. Choice will be made of those who 
have the most interesting items to swap. Dialers will be in on the swap, 
the idea of bringing traders to the stage being for the laughs that can be 
wrung from the situations, ; 





WOR, New York, and Neff-Rogow agency were making grimaces at one 
another for a while last week but it all ended peacefully. Publicity anent 
WOR’s proposed classical dramatizations with Orson Wells of legit prompt- 
ed a bleat from agency that they had similar program idea and had used 
WOR studios to audition. Station explained that actually Alfred Wallen- 
stein and Orson Wells had huddled on matter a year ago and that any 
similarity to Neff-Rogow proposal was coincidence. Agency partners, both 
alumni of WOR, accepted detailed explanation and everything’s again 
palsy-walsy. 





In the case of WLW, Cincinnati, the cost of its telephone air lines is less 
than that asked it for cirsuit mileage. For a local channel hookup in that 
town the telephone company asks $3.50 for the first quarter mile and $1.25 
each additional quarter mile or fraction thereof per month. It’s half this 
amount for a week or less, and in either instance there’s an installation 
charge of $10. 

WLW and WSAI, the Crosley sister station, have local network facilities 
which provide for a flat rate on circuits through metropolitan Cincinnati, 
the new rate having become effective Jan. 15 of this year. 





Cheerio is, for the first time, air-tabbing himself under his real name, 
Charles K. Field, on an emcee-announcer assignment for American Radi- 
my Co.’s ‘Fireside Recitals,’ Sunday night quarter-hour over the NBC 
red rim. 

During 10 years of broadcasting a morning program over a large string 
of NEC stations, Field used the ‘Cheerio’ tag. He did likewise on his first 
commercial last winter, for Sonotone over NBC. Web press releases re- 
peatedly pictured Cheerio as ‘the man whose identity is never revealed.’ 





Influence of radio editors is said to be a prime factor for some of the 
changes being made in General Mills Columbia hour, beginning Monday 
(19), and particularly the switch to four standard 15-minute periods. 

Formerly, on alternate days, show came in five sections, and because 
of the odd-minute starts, newspapers were unable to give complete list- 
ings. Squawks on public because listings weren’t there brought about the 
ire of the editors, and so, for betterment of everybody concerned, Blackett- 
Sample-Hummert decided to make everything quarter hours. 





Lenox Lohr, NBC prez, had about 400 at a July 4th fireworks display on 

is estate in Tarrytown. Originally intended for the edification of his five 
children, the idea of inviting NBC employes appealed to Lohr. Many 
came early and picnicked on the grounds before night fell. 








CHARGE “BIAS” I 
TEMS WORDING 


point and See 


Prejudiced Other Way 


HEAR WRONG 


News broadcasting has produced | 
what station men rate as the most 
violent and persistent type of letter | 
writer among listeners. While a| 
commentator of the Boake Carter | 
classification may be bitterly assailed | 
for his ‘reactionary’ views, the pur- 
veyors of straight news find them- 
selves in the position of having to 
take it from either side. In a flurry 
of letters brought on by the same 
item of news there will be a batch 
charging that the item was phrased 
to favor the pro camp and another 
scoring the broadcast source for giv- 
ing succor to the opposition. 


Two issues that have established 
records for the critical mailbags are 
the reorganization of the U. S. Su- 
preme Court and the growth of the 
Committee for Industrial Organiza- 





Another Round 


Philadelphia, July 13. 

Governor Harold Hoffman, of 
New Jersey, lost a round last 
Wednesday in his $100,000 libel 
suit against Boake Carter. Hoff- 
man’s claim is based on the 
commentator’s criticism over 
the air of his handling of the 
Hauptmann case. 

Court of Error and Appeal, 
the State’s highest bench, meet- 
ing at Trenton, affirmed the ac- 
tion of the Supreme Court in 
dismissing summonses on CBS 
and Philco. Court held that 
Philco could not be legally .- 
served because it is not licensed 
to do business in New Jersey 
and that Columbia had not been 
legally served. It reserved de- 
cision as to whether the net- 
work could be served in Jersey, 
however. 














tion. The general refrain of con- 
demnation has been that the news- 
casts fail to present the other side. 
Most of the letters particularize, 
such as pointing out that too much 
importance was attached to a certain 
argument of the pros or the opposi- 
tion, or that the item was unfair in 
that it left out reference to the 
speech made the same day by some 
political, industrial or union worthy. 


It is no uncommon thing for the 
listener-writer to preface his squawk 
with the observation that whereas 
newspapers, because of their avowed 
political or economic alliances, are 
expected to weave their own inter- 
pretations or bents into the news 
radio should be entirely free of bias. 
Heads of the news services catering 
to broadcasting aver that all this 
criticism is unfounded and ascribe 
a goodly portion of it to the heat 
and fanaticism which public questions 
frequently arouse. 

Herbert Moore, Transradio News 
Service prez, states his organization 
has made it a policy to try to keep 
the flow of viewpoints involving a 
current issue on an even keel. He 
holds that it is often impossible to 
obtain a counter argument or answer 
immediately and that while the news 
item at the noon broadcast may sound 
one-sided the chances are that things 
will be evened up for the other side 
when the station gets around to its 
next newscast. 

70% Prejudiced 

After much reading of critical 
mail on newscasting, Moore has de- 
veloped the theory that 70% of the 
squawkers are prejudiced toward 
one side or the other, that 20% 
hadn’t heard the dispatch clearly and 
subsequently formed an erroneous 
impression and that the remaining 
10% don’t listen enough to the daily 
flow of news broadcasts to appre- 





About 70% of Letter-Writ- | 
ers Have Prejudiced View- | 


Others | 








| 
| 
| 
| 








WMBC, Detroit, Contingency Deal With 
Soap Brand: Pay Based on Sales Hypo 





Fan Mail Suspected 


Philadelphia, July 13. 

Danny Watkins, colored por- 
ter at WDAS, almost won him- 
self a regular gabbing berth at 
the station until he tipped him- 
self off. 

As result of bet with Geieral 
Manager Pat Stanton on Louis- 
Braddock tiff, Danny was al- 
lowed to announce one half 
hour program being remoted 
from sepia nitery. Turned out 
not too bad and Stanton was 
impressed with batch of post- 
cards received next day—until 
he noted cards were ail mailed 
from same box. 

Danny’s still totin’ transcrip- 
tions and messages. 


BANKERS END 
USE OF RADIO 


Association of Banks will pull in its 
ether institutional advertising horns 
after the broadcast over CBS of 
Aug. 6. That date winds up the 
contract and it will not be renewed. 

Program at present, Friday nights, 
10 to 10:30, has Ferde Grofe’s 
orchestra and vocalists. During last 
winter the Philly Symph, batonned 
by Eugene Ormandy, held the helm. 

It is understood that the banking 
houses sponsoring the program have 
concluded that they have done as 
much as is orally possible to win 
back the confidence of the public, 
and hence might as well shave the 
broadcasting expense off their good- 
will budgets. Network spread over 
39 Columbia stations cost an approxi- 
mate $6,000 per week for time and 
facilities. Talent costs ballooned 
the expenses much more, 


SPONSORED AT PARK; 
SUSTAINING ON AIR 


Columbus, July 13. 

Standard Oil Co. of Ohio is bank- 
rolling 25-piece symphony for series 
of 10 Sunday night concerts at Olen- 
tangy Park. Abram Ruvinsky is di- 
recting, with local guest artists 
scheduled. Admission is by tickets 
handed out gratis at oil company 
stations. 

WHKC is airing the entire series 
on a sustaining basis, with no men- 
tion of the oil company on the air. 























Labhar, Wiseman on Flyer 
Chicago, July 13. 
Bert Labhar and Bill Weisman of 
WMCA, New York, planed into 
town last week for some business 
confabs with their rep here, Ray 
Linton. 
With Linton set a couple of time 
deals to start early in September. 





ciate the matching of one viewpoint 
against the other. 

Another class of letter writer 
which is making itself more and 
more noticeable in connection with 
news broadcasting has to do with the 
listeners who must express their 
personal reactions to the behavior of 
the personalities in the daily news 
grist. The vast majority of these 
writers are women. During the 
height of the Edward-Wa!'lis pother 
there was a mass of mail from 
women taking the newscasters to 
task for stressing the beauty and wit 
of the bride-to-be and insisting that 
they stop referring to her as a rep- 
resentative of American woman- 
hood. 

Like deluge of mail criticism fol- 
lowed the initial reports of the 
Amelia Earhart disappearance. The 
gist of this backwash was that in- 
stead of flying around the world she 
should have stayed home and made 
it comfortable for her husband. 


+ 





E. J. Hunt Co., midwest merchan- 
dising counsellors, controlling a 
slice of WMBC, Detroit 100-watter, 
has in effect one of radio’s oddest 


deals on a commercial broadcast. 


Company has tied up Iowa Soap 
on a merchandising arrangement 
whereby the product is plugged 
over WMBC with the payoff a per- 
centage of Iowa’s intake from the 
number of bars sold in Detroit. 


Hunt sold soap manufacturer on 
stunt, backing uz, broadcast ballyhoo 
with a merchandising campaign that 
inclaides spotting 2,000 display 
stands in as many Detroit stores. 
Hunt also handles the distribution 
of the product; if a merchant ex- 
hausts suddenly his supply of soap, 
he can get a quick delivery of fresh 
stock by phoning the station. 

Deeming the idea successful in 
that there are now shipped into De- 
troit 30 carloads weekly of Iowa 
cleaning cakes where only one was 
used before the radio campaign 
started its merchandising, WMBC is 
now contacting other manufacturers 
on the plan, One stipulation made 
is that any product taken on must 
have negligible sales and distributor- 


ship in Michigan. Preferable are 
products unintruduced in the re- 
gion, 





RADIO SHOWS 
SHAKESPEREAN 
ACTORS HOW 


Hollywood, July 13. 
John Swallow, Hollywood man- 
ager for NBC, has rigged up an appa- 
ratus, a fence-like affair, that keeps 
actors in the Shakespeare series at 
the proper distance from the mike. 
Control room lads say there’s been 


too much of tendency on the part of 
the thesps to either crowd the mouth- 
piece or stray too far. Swallow's 
corral keeps them confined so that 
their voices are pitched at the right 
distance, 


Another advantage pointed out is 
that in being shoved around the 
actors lose the dramatic mood of the 
moment and naturally their per- 
formances suffer. Mike hangs sus- 
pended and players walk in and out 
through an opening. Contraption is 
looked on with favor by other pro- 
ducers, especially in cases where 
performers are not seasoned radio 
workers, 


IF THINGS GO WRONG 
YOU MUSTN'T CUSS 


St. Paul, July 13. 

Dr. Jean Piccard, famed strato- 
sphere scientist, was put through 
his examination paces here Satur- 
day (10) when he popped up at the 
local Federal Communications Com- 
mission office to apply for a third- 
class radio telephone operator’s li- 
cense. 

Permit is needed for the prof's 
operation of a two-way radio tele- 
phone from the multiple balloon in 
which he plans soon to make an 
ascension from Rochester, Minn. 
Strangely enough, the exam dealt 
not with radio technicalities, but 
with such rules as not to use pro- 
fane or indecent language while 
aloft. 

Robert M. Silliman, formerly as- 
sociated with Dr. Piccard in strato- 
sphere research at the University of 
Minnesota, and now an inspector in 
the St. Paul F.C.C. office, conducted 
the quiz, with C. W. Loeber, come 
missioner, in charge. 
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RADIO SHOWMANSHIP 


Attention-Getters, Tie-Ups, Ideas 








Outstanding Stunts: 





‘COMPLAINTS, INC,’ 
WHK, CLEVELAND 











Telling City Hall 
Cleveland. 

‘Complaints, Incorporated,’ is one 

of the most popular novelties on 

WHK. Provides an outlet for com- 

plaints of Clevelanders. 


{ 
| 


about the co-operating newspapers 


| and the small towns and cities where 


they are published. By system of 


| rotation each burg is brought into 


the spotlight with its newspaper and 


| by the same plan WBIG is kept in 


'the spotlight in the news columns 


of the smaller papers. 


Hoop-Rolling Contest 
St. Paul. 
KSTP has a ‘Hoop Rollers’ Club 
of the Air’ reeled off. thrice weekly 


| during the Children’s Hour. 


Listeners | 


telephone their complaints to Miss | 


Bunny Osborne, who takes. the calls 
over a phone in the studio. They 
are then read over the air by Guy 


Wallace, and passed along to vari- | 


ous city officials for action. Most 
of the complaints deal with ruts in 
streets, clogged sewers, uncollected 


Program is devoted to telling the 
juves how they can get the hoops— 
and what to do with them after 
they’ve got ’em. Whole idea is cli- 
maxed by a Twin Cities hoop-rolling 
contest on August 14. 

Sponsor furnishes a giant ring 
and contest entry blank with each 
can of java. Prizes in the finals in- 


garbage, noisy children, dangerous | cjyude everything from a camera to 


intersections and placement of street 
lights. The program is aired daily. 





The Stag Line 
Buffalo. 


Vic Campbell is running a new | 


WGR Sunday afternoon program 
called ‘The Stag Line.” Opening an- 
nouncement asks women to get away 
from the radio, as this is for men 


only. , 

Then the boys give the razz to fe- 
male hair, hats and habits. Camp- 
bell interviews a typical man-about- 
town as weil as a he-man in a he- 
man job such as riveters and bridge 
builders. 

Male quartet offers transcribed, 
robust songs and there’s always an 
adventure story and a human in- 
terest yarn with a sports slant. No 
traveling salesmen so far. 





WCKY Women’s Club Tie-Up 


Cincinnati. 

WCKY is co-operating with 91 
women’s organizations in this area 
to publicize the third bi-annual 
Greater Cincinnati Woman’s Expo- 
sition, to be held Noy. 10 to 17 in 
Music Hall. Each Wednesday, be- 
ginning July 14, Mrs, Eugenia M. 
Thorpe, executive secretary of the 
exposition, will be heard interview- 
ing heads of women’s clubs in a 
forenoon 15-minute program on the 
station. 





Vox Popping the Motorists 


Louisville. 

WGRC, Louisville’s youngest sta- 
tion, nurturing much good-will and 
building up prestige daily, with a 
safety tie-up, enlisting the co-opera- 
tion of the Department of Safety. 

‘Inquiring Traffic Policeman’ is 
title of 15-minute stanza aired daily 
at 10:30 a.m. from location on Fourth 
Street, town’s main stem. Capt. N. 
L. Young of the Police Department, 
does the spieling, and interveiws mo- 
torists and pedestrians relative to 
the traffic situation. Interviewees 
are urged to suggest improvements 
in methods of handling traffic, and a 
touch of comedy is injected when 
visitors from out-state burgs are 
queried anent traffic regulations. 
Many of the persons interviewed are 
from remote dirt-road communities, 
and wholly unconversant with city 
traffic regulations. 





When Newspapers Are Icy 


Greensboro, N. C. 

Denied even the mention of its 
name in daily newspapers of its 
home town, WBIG, in Greensboro, 
has developed some novel and effec- 
tive ways to get publicity other than 
over its own air lines. Newspaper 
antagonism to radio has gone fur- 
ther in Greensboro, perhaps, than in 
any other city of 70,000 or there- 
abouts in the nation. 

It has gone so far, in fact, that in 
news columns of the News and Rec- 
ord, morning and afternoon sheets 
published by the same concern and 
having a monopoly on the daily 
field, the word radio is never men- 
tioned. Even when the President 
of the United States is addressing the 
people of the nation, reviews of his 
speech are made without a syllable 
to indicate the address was made 
over the air. 

Holding that ‘a picture is worth a 
thousand words,’ Edney Ridge. man- 
ager of WBIG, has tackled his pub- 
licity problem along that line and in 
handsome frames, four by six feet, 
he has placed autographed prints of 
his local and CBS performers. With 
suitable placards, scores of these 
miniature galleries have been placed 
in public buildings, art centers, 
schools and colleges, department 
stores, radio stores, other co-operat- 
ing business houses, weekly news- 


paper offices in the section, else- 
where. 

If the daily papers won't co- 
operate in mutual publicity, the | 


weeklies will, says Ridge, and tells 
of WBIG’s Good Neighbor program 
in which 23 weekly, semi-weekly and 
tri-weekly papers in WBIG territory 
take active part in and give consist- 
ent public attention to WBIG Good 
Neighbor broadcasts twice each 
week, at 5 p. m. on Tuesday and Fri- 
days. Naturally the program mate- 
rial is rich with facts and fancies 


| 


' 
| 


} 
j 


a rag doll. 





Deaf Convention on Air 


Atlanta. 
Spotting convention of Georgia 
Ass’n for Deaf going on on Ansley 
Hotel Roof, which adjoins studios of 
WGST, Frank Gaither, horned in on 
sessions, became friendly with mutes, 
accepted invitation to address them 
through an interpreter and finally 
figured out a way to get the sound- 
less convention on the air. : 
Using interpreter, Mrs. M. M. Sim- 
mons, daughter of mute _ parents, 
Gaither interviewed Roy B. Conk- 
ling, of Versailles, Ohio, editor of 
American Deaf Citizen, who can’t 
hear, but can talk. Stunt was novel 
and made a hit with convention 
delegates. 





Blue-blooded Deg Club 


Denver, July 13. 

Organizing blue-blooded dog own- 
ers into a club is being tried by 
KLZ. Plans call for a club, members 
of which must own a registered dog. 
Children between 7 and 16 are eli- 
gible. A weekly broadcast by Chris- 
topher Cusack, Denver socialite, will 
tell youngsters how to join the club 
and care for their pets. 

Once a month meetings will be 
held and once a year it is planned to 





hold a dog show for members only. 
An expert on. dog affairs, such as 
training, etc., will talk at the monthly 
meetings. Membership cards will be 
issued to make the stunt official. 


Shakespearian Tie-Up 


St. Louis. 

KMOX is conducting active cam- 
paign to publicize CBS Shakesperian 
series. On Monday (12) members of 
the Tercentenary Shakespearian So- 
ciety met in KMOX-Columbia play- 
house, where Arthur Casey, station’s 
asst. program director and vet of 
stage, lectured on Shakespearian 
drama. Later net’s first production, 
‘Hamlet’ was heard over auditorium’s 
speaker. Station has contacted 
Shakespearian societies, _ literary, 
dramatic clubs, etc., in Missouri and 
Illinois, and much interest is shown 
in series. 

Central library here permitted in- 
stallation of a large case in which 
photos of stars in current produc- 
tion are displayed. Library execs 
also have consented to permit posters 
ballying series being placed in 18 
branches throughout city. 





Stunt Spurt at WCAU 
Philadelphia. 

Last Friday (9), Philly’s hottest 
day of the year, Ken Stowman of 
WCAU had 300-pound cake of ice set 
on sidewalk in front of station on 
busy, sweltering Chestnut street. Bob 
Trout, Columbia gabber, who hap- 
pened to be in town, donned bath- 
ing suit, beach robe and slippers and 
sat himself on the ice with a mike. 
He interviewed passers-by for 15 
minutes about their views on the ter- 
rific heat. Attempt was made to bor- 

(Continued on page 59) 





Bring Up Mrs. F.D.R.’s Air 
Charity as Tax Question 
But Treasury Gives Okay 





Washington, July 13. 
Radio contracts of Mrs. 
D. Roosevelt were assailed as allow- 
ing tax dodging last week at wind-up 
hearing before the Congressional 
committe investigating tax evasion. 
Treasury Department revealed, how- 
ever, that agreements by which her 
compensation for sponsored appear- 
ances went to charity were entirely 
legal 


Selby Shoe Co. contract under 
which the First Lady put on 10| 
broadcasts was called to the com- 


mittee’s attention by Representative 
Hamilton Fish, Jr. Republican 
Congressman from the district where 
the Roosevelt's have their legal 
residence. Pact was framed so Mrs. 
Roosevelt could duck income taxes 
and get around provisions of the 
Internal Revenue Laws limiting the 
amount of gifts which can be de- 
ducted from taxable income, Fish 
alleged. None of the Committeemen 
agreed with his accusation, and 
Treasury officials were represented 
as having said the arrangement was 
thoroughly in accord with the 
statutes. 

Under the agreement, First Lady 
got nominal sum of $1 from Selby 
while $3,000-per-broadcast stipend 
went direct to the American Friends 
Service Committee of Philadelphia. 
Commission of $1,000 was paid Myles 
F. Lasker, who.fixed the deal, and 
$400 of this sum was turned over to 
Nancy Cook, pal of Mrs. R. 

By this arrangement, President’s 
wife side-stepped provision of law 
preventing deduction of more than 
15% of total income on account of 
donations to charitable agencies, 
Fish charged, adding that same deal 
was negotiated for her appearance 
for other sponsors. Total income 
from radio bookings, all of which 
went to the Philadelphia group, 
estimated at $100,000. 


Those Talks Go On 


Philadelphia, July 13. 

Initial exploratory huddle into 
fall music-radio set-up for Philly 
went off smoothly Friday (9) in the 
office of Dr. Leon Levy, prexy of 
WCAU. However, Musicians’ Local 
and execs of city’s three major out- 
lets are still wide apart. Another 
gabfest on the same. order has been 
set for July 21. 

Confreres in Levy’s nifty air-con- 
ditioned suite were A. A. Tomei, 
Union prez; Rex Riccardi, Union sec- 
retary; Israel Saffron, union v. p.; 
Joe Levy, Union exec board; Leslie 
Joy and James Begley, KYW general 
manager and program. director, re- 
spectively; Don Withycomb, WFIL 
general manager; and Doc Levy for 
his station. 











Cubs-Cincy Game Off 


Chicago, July 13. 

Mutual’s announced intentions of 
airing the Cubs-Cincinnati baseball 
game Monday (19), were nixed by 
baseball officials last week. Was to 
have been carried by WIND, rather 
than by WGN, Chicago Tribune sta- 
tion, the regular MBS outlet, making 
the third year for WIND to do game. 
Rather than break precedent, WIND 
will handle it exclusively, taking it 
off wire. 

Scheduied from 9:00 to 11:00 p.m., 
CDST, and announcing will be done 
by Russ Hodges. 


L 


Franklin- 








—————$ 3 





WPA’s Anti-Wastebasket Layout — 





radio setup has put together a la 
it, largely scissored from Variety. 


operations, and map is on a triple- 
Notices are to be sent to WPA 


was purposely made triple-thick 





Anxious to establish its ‘importance as an art project,’ the WPA 


WPA lads 'n’ lassies have pasted up all the yarns published on its 
doings since Project’s inception in April, 1936. 
scale-drawn map of the U. S. to designate group’s national scope of 


size of the cardboard was selected to make the map ‘appropriate’ 
for hanging on the wall in one of the big-wig’s offices. 


thrust into a wastebasket upon receipt. 


rge layout of clippings concerning 


Clippings are on a 


thick cardboard. 

headquarters in Washington. The 
The cardboard 
so it can’t easily be crushed and 





Pacific Coast 


Allied Advertising Agency, San 
Francisco, served cocktails to local 
radio scribes to celebrate opening of 





new offices. Firm handles radio 
exclusively. 
Manager Wilbur Ejickelberg of 


KFRC, San Francisco, planed home 
after N.A.B. and to New York—chin 
with Mutual execs. 





Prexy Wesley Dumm of Associ- 
ated Broadcaster, owner of KSFO, 
San Francisco, and Mrs. Dumm home 
after a two-months’ cruise to the 
Orient. 





Mort Werner, ‘singing announcer’ 
at KJBS, San Francisco, back at the 
mike after a busman’s holiday in 
Southern California, during which 
he made several guest appearances. 





Fred Henry now an announcer- 
producer at KJBS, San Francisco. 
Formerly at KNX, Hollywood. 





Phil Lasky of KSFO, San Fran- 
cisco, -0.0."d Yellowstone With Mrs. 
Lasky on his way home from Chi- 
cago by motor. 





New veices at NBC’s San Fran- 
cisco studios include those of Lil- 
lian Collins, actress who was picked 
for a new role in Hal Burdick’s ‘Dr. 


WFBL Salutes Bishop 


Syracuse, July 13. 

WFBL will feed the New York 
State network the broadcast in 
honor of installation of the Right 
Rev. Charles E. Foery, of Buffalo, 
as Bishop of Syracuse. Jack Shan- 
non, onetime program director at 
WFBL, will be a vocalist on the 
broadcast. 





Shannon, now in New York where | 


he is under contract to Columbia 
Artists, Inc., and on several CBS sus- 
tainers, is a pre-law student at Man- 
hattan College. 


Bill McKinnon Too Busy 


Columbus, July 13. 

Bill McKinnon bowed out as com- 
mentator for the Columbus Red Bird 
baseball games last week, being re- 
placed by Jonh F. Neblett, who wiil 
continue the at-home and away 
broadcasts for Wheaties and Socony- 
Vacuum on WBNS. Neblett, who 
comes here from KWK, St. Louis, 
will also handle the street reporter 
and other announcing chores for 
WBNS. 

Pressure of other work on McKin- 
non’s time—he’s sports editor of The 
Columbus Dispatch—was given as 
the reason for the change. He con- 
tinues with WBNS as a daily sports 
commentator, taking over the spot 





formerly occupied by Jim Durfee | 


for Sir Walter Raleigh. 











August, 1937 


Showmanship Calendar 








the month of August. 


Drug Goods Assn.). 





De Soto Hotel, St. Louis, Mo. 


1914. 


(10) Missouri joined Union, 1821. 





(Showmanship being largely dependent on stunts, 
tie-ups, etc., in connection with established holidays 
and events, VaRtIety herewith presents a calendar for 
This calendar 
monthly from material copyrighted by the National 


Special Weeks During August 
National Display Week, beginning Aug. 3: spon- 
sored by the International Association of Display Men, 


(4) Birthday of Percy Bysshe Shelley, 1792. 
(6) Birthday of Alfred Lord Tennyson, 1809. 
(9) Birthday of Francis Scott Key, 1780. 


(11) Fulton’s steamboat, the ‘Claremont,’ rode the 
Hudson from New York to Albany, 1807. 


Singer 
(13) 
(15) 

of Sir 
(16) 
(17) 
(22) 
(26) 

ment, 


is published 


1920. 


Special Days During August 
(1) Colorado joined the Union, 1876. 
(3) Germany declared war on England and France, 


Sales 


(12) Sewing machine patents 
and A. B. Wilson, 1851. 
Occupation day in the Philippines. 

Opening of the Panama Canal. 1914; birthday 
Walter Scott, 1771. 

Battle of Bennington (celebrated in Vermont). 
First Atlantic cable message, 1858. 
Birthday of Oliver Wendell Holmes. 1809. 
Woman Suffrage established via 19th amend- 


promotion note: 


granted to J. M. 





August accounts, on the 


average, for 7% of the year’s total department store 


zoods, 


Sales, ranking ninth among all months; best sellers | 
are furs and furniture (best month of the vear for 
both), tires, domestics, blankets, junior and misses’ 
coats, luggage, domestie fleor coverings, and piece 





ae 
Radio Notes 


| Kate’ serial, and Lucille Squires. 
| hill nelly who is yodeling with 
| Charles Marshall and his Mavericks. 


| 
| 





| Jim Cosgrove, account exec at 
| KJBS, San Francisco, has resigned 
| to enter agency business. 





Dick Newton, whose Hastings 
| Clothing commercial signed off 
| KGO and KPO, San Francisco, last 
week, remains at the NBC studios 


|for a series of sustainers. 





| Laurance L. Cross, whose ‘Cross- 


| cuts from the Log o’ the Day’ is a 
| daily sustainer at NBC, San Fran- 
| cisco, is vacashing July 10 to Aug. 9 
| at Pinecrest, Cal. Archie Presby, net- 
|work mikeman, subbing for Cross 
{on his morning stints. 





Juanita Jerdan, former secretary 
|at KGU, Honolulu, and Henry C. 
| Putnam, mikeman and account exec 
|at KGMB, recently married. 
| Earl Nielson has been named man- 
| ager of KHBC, Hilo, Hawaii. For- 
|merly manager of KOY, Phoenix, 
| Ariz. J. Howard Worrall, business 
manager of KGMB, Honolulu, ac- 
| companied Nielson, his wife and son 
| to Hawaii. 








| 
| Sperts announcer Harry Le Roy 
j}at KGGC, San Francisco, has the 


\flu. Bill Grove miking for him. 
| 





Eleanor Jacksen, ex-KMTR, Los 
| Angeles, added to the staff of KGGC, 
| San Francisco, as commentator, do- 
|ing a half-hour show Friday nights 
| which is also aired by KLS, Oakland 
| affiliate of KGGC. 
| 
| W. A. Erickson, Jr., is set to join 
KGMB, Honolulu, as operator-an- 
nouncer and assistant to the chief 





| 
' 





engineer. Erickson has been at 
KDON, Monterey, Cal. 
John P. Medbury writing Olsen 


and Johnson’s material for Richfield. 





Francis X. Bushman checked off 
KFI (Los Angeles) ‘Hollywood Ex- 
tra On the Air’ after launching it 
several months ago. 





Diana Bourbon taking two weeks 
layoff from production duties on the 
Murray-Oswald show. Louelia Par- 
sons also taking time out from Hol- 
lywood Hotel for a European jaunt. 








Donald Thornburgh back at his 
| disk at KNX (Hollywood) after east- 
;ern biz trip and call at the home 
| office on CBS. 





Harry Maizlish took Tommy Bond 
to Frisco for a chat with his spon- 
sors. Moppet cavorts on Gus Ed- 
_ward’s schooldays skit over KFWB 
(Hollywood), 





Benay Venuta motoring in from 
the east on projected radio and pic- 
| ture deals. 








Vera Oldham .joined the script 
crew on Showboat in Hollywood. 





| Herschel Williams dropped off con- 
| Siderable avoirdupois getting Show- 
boat tied up at KFWB (Hollywood). 





Winifred Dunn and Hal Swartz 
| passing the summer in Hollywood 
|and readying “Ihe Unbelievable’ for 
| a network nibble. 





George Fischer, Mutual's film 30s- 
siper, dared old Sol and took a beat- 
| ing on the epidermis. 





Sandy Cummings seconding Her- 
schel Williams in the Hollywood 
Benton & Bowles office. 





Raymond Paige the envy of Hol- 
lywood mob on those warmish 
nights. He bunks on his yacht. 





Meredith Willson gives his batoa 
away aiter every broadcast. 
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Recast, Pools, White Shoe Cleaners, 


Etc, Make Up for Summer Biz Losses 





4 


Philadelphia, July 13. 

All Philly radio stations now en- 
joying best summer biz in history, 
with salesmanagers already having 
enough new fall accounts lined up 
to promise ultra-profitable year all 
around. Unlike other summers, 
when many sponsors were shy of the 
heat, bunch of spring programs are 
continuing right through the torrid 
wave. Time lost by ducking of some 
of the network shows and locals is 
being almost wholly accounted for 
by seasonal advertisers. 

Stepping into the sponsorship pic 
here in a big way this summer are 


q 





Broken Hearts of CBS 





After reams of news, public- 
ity and comment had been ap- 
pearing for weeks on the sub- 
ject, the CBS press department 
last week received the follow- 
ing wire from a midwest affili- 
ate: 

‘Local radio editor inquiring 
about a CBS. Shakesperean 
cycle and wants to know what 
first play will be. Please rush 
information.’ 

Up to the receipt of the sta- 





Atlantic City and Wildwood piers 
and dance spots. In addition are lo-| 
cal swimming pools, sunburn lotions, | 
fishing tackle manufacturers, white | 
shoe cleaners, railroads, oil burner | 
companies and ice cream manu- | 
facturers. 

WIP gross has been upped by} 
addition of City. of Wildwood as| 
sponsor, airing dance bands from| 
pier half hour nightly, six days a 
week. Uncle WIP is also etherizing 
from Hunt’s Pier, at the resort, every 
Tuesday night. Other newcomers to 
the outlet are Kno-Mark Shoe Polish 
Manufacturers, Pennsylvania-Read- 
ing Railroads’ Seashore Lines, and 


Among accounts whieh ducked the 
heat last summer but are continuing 


P. B. White Tailors, Howard Clothes 
and Dr. Norton Foot Health Insti- 
tute. 

WFIL Up 27% 

WFIL boasts new sales. high 
reached during June with 29 new ac- 
counts and three renewals for a net 
increase of 27% over any previous 
monthly report in the station’s two 
and a half year history. Local biz 
was up 17% and national 10%. 

Two new major accounts were Sun 
Oil and. Kno-Mark Shoe Cleaner. 
Tydol renewed for 120 minutes of 
news a week for one.year.' Five 
amusement parks are also dishing up 
coin. Addition of WLW line has in- 
creased income on WFIL, too. 

Among. the WCHU siesta-takers, 
renewing, are 
Horn & Hardart news broadcasts 
daily; Drug Trade Products; Drano, 
Household Finance and Bayuk Ci- 
gars. 

KYW is hitting this summer with 
Iowa Soap, Barbay Brothers Sun- 
shine Beer, Johnson’s Educator Bis- 
cuits and Dodge and Chevvy, which 
usually took the hot spell off. 

WDAS has almost compensated 
entirely for what it lost of winter 
accounts by addition of Modernelia 
Beauty School, Ray’s Furniture 
Store, the Bridal Shop, Clymer’s Ice 
Cream and renewal on Moskin 
Credit Clothing. 


CHATTANOOGA TIMES 
SEEKS NEW STATION 


Chattanooga, Tenn., July 13. 
First city paper to look seriously 
at radio station -is Chattanooga 
Times, present subsidiary and origi- 
nal parent of the New York Times. 
Last week the Times management 
amended the paper’s charter to sanc- 
tion ownership and operation of a 
radio station. At the same time, the 
7 applied to the FCC for a per- 
mit. 








When WDOD, CBS outlet, first 
started Times had a chance to buy 
it but turned down the offer. 

Dope is that the Times will erect 
® completely new station and en- 
deavor to bring NBC into Chatta- 


| little 


tion’s wire the network’s: cam- 
paign on the Shakespearean 
splurge had included 14 regular 
daily blurbs, six feature stories 
and four telegrams. 

Columbia debuted the series 
Monday night (12), with ‘Ham- 
| let’ the script. 











TALKS FOR 
CANADA 


Winnipeg, July 13. 

Canadian Broadcasting Corp is 
lining up a mess of talks for the 
coming fall and winter season. 
Donald W. Buchanan, in charge of 
talks for the CBC. Web goes from 
the present six-hour schedule to the 
12 or 16-hour bracket, around Oct. 1. 

Buchanan is now in the West for 
the purpose of lining up speakers 
and subjects. To date he has sched- 
uled sports for 16 weeks on Mondays 
at 9:30 CDST; Canadian Constitu- 
tion series, starting in October on a 
Sunday at 9:30 p.m., CST. This will 
be a re-hash of last season’s much 
discussed Kelsey Club that origi- 
nated from Winnipeg. Forgotten 
Canadians, dramatic biographies of 
known Canadians, 
sometime in September with a maxi- 


dramatic series. 

Buchanan will be in the West for 
approximately another month, going 
from here through to the coast. 





Irene Beasley’s One-Timer 
On Three-Hour Sport Show 


Irene Beasley, blues bawler, has 
been set as guest m.c. on WMCA, 
N. Y., ‘Grandstand and Bandstand’ 
afternoon variety show. Date is a 
singleton on July 27. 

Program is a three-hour one for 
General Mills, dishing out vocalistics, 
orchestrations and_ sports results. 
Miss Beasley will read off the scores 
as well as sing, thus becoming the 
first femme sports spieler to air 
around New York. 





Feuding in Buffalo 


Buffalo, July 13. 


Strained feeling between WBNY, 
Roy Albertson’s indie that frequently 
airs its oppostiion to Evening News 
policies, and WEBR, owned by The 
News, flared again when the m. c. 
of the WBNY kiddies’ program took 








nooga. 

Management declines to discuss 
plans but insiders figure paper will 
work out joint advertising contract 
and stud programs heavily with 
news flashes. 

No other Chattanooga paper goes 
in for radio. Second existing station 
is WAPO, low-powered independent 
that quits at 6 p.m. and broadcasts 
recordings for most part. 





KFAB-KFOR Picnics 


Lincoln, July 13 

Central States Broadcasting Co. 
stations, KFAB-KFOR here, and 
KFAB-KOIL in Omaha, joined hands 
for a big staff picnic, the first, at 
Linoma Beach Sunday (18). 

Big station bally is being planned 
for late this month when the local 
Studios will have a radio night at 
Capitol Beach, local amusement park. 
Talent will perform, and all broad- 
Casts will be aired from the grounds. 


a swipe at Unele Bill (Al Zink) 
WEBR’s baby show pilot. 
Introducing a song, Jack McLean 
told kids, ‘You'll have to do it your- 
self. I won’t sing with you like 


'Uncle Bill does.’ 


Me- 
not to 


Later, awarding a $5 prize, 
Lean admonished winner 


spend it for fireworks—‘you might | 
fire- | 


get hurt... WEBR had given 


| works as Fourth of July prizes. 


Tenor on a Shuttle 


Buffalo, July 13. 
Shields had a Sat- 
urday afternoon spot on the CBS 
‘Buffalo Presents’ program and a 
radio date in Toronto for the same 
night. He drove from Buffalo to 
Toronto early Saturday morning for 
rehearsal, flew back in a chartered 
plane for the Columbia broadcast, 
flew back to Toronto for his evening 
stint. 

Then drove back to Buffalo. 


Tenor Jimmy 


HEAVY DIET OF 


of its five afternoon periods, 1:30 to 


starting | 


mum of 26 weeks. Last of the Buf-| same web, plus KDYL, will release 
falo Hunters, starting in September, | 


going for either 13 or 26 weeks, a | 


INTERVIEWS ON WAX 


Butterworth - Johnson, Also Mark 
Hawley, Peddling Them 








Wallace Butterworth and Parks 
Johnson, quizzists on the Molle show 
over NBC, started recording their 





‘people in the news’ idea last week. 
Duo have plans of syndicating these 
interviews as complete programs and 
making them available to both con- 
tract and spot clients. One interview 
| stencilled involved the Rev. Mr. L. 
| Anderson Jardine, who officiated at | 
ithe Duke Edward-Wallis Simpson | 
marriage. 

Similar transcription idea has been 
launched by Mark Hawley, WOR, | 


Engineer’s Ingenuity 








Charlotte, N. C., July 13 
WBT was short on its en- 
gineering staff the other aft- 
ernoon, due‘ to vacation ab- 
sences. Facing those on duty 
was a Gulfspray Question Box 
program from the sidewalk in 





Newark, newscaster, in association front of the Hotel Charlotte. 
| with Transradio Press Service. Haw- | Immediately before that Gov- 
ley will do the producing and TRS ernor Clyde Hoey was _ to 


ithe selling and broadcast an address from the 


— - ballroom of the hotel. 
So the one engineer avail- 

SPEERY, ¢G. M. SUBSID, able for both programs set up 
|| his equipment on the marquee 

DOUBLES NBC TIME | of the hotel, from which 


| vantage point he could see both 


releasing. 














the sidewalk program below 
San Francisco, July 13. and the program inside the 
Taking a half-hour strip on NBC's hotel. Both broadcasts went 
| basic coast Red web Mondays/|| off without a hitch. 
| through Fridays starting July 12, 
| Sperry Flour Company, General 


| Mills subsidiary, is doubling its time 
on the NBC schedule. Firm, which 
has been bankrolling Martha Meade’s 
‘Household Headlines’ and warbler 
Hazel Warner in a half-hour siretch 
twice weekly plus a Friday night 
dramatic show of equal strength, is 
sponsoring a new dramatic serial, 
‘Floria Gale,’ during the second half 


FIVE; OTHERS 
PEND 


2:00 p.m., PST, with ‘Household 
Headlines’ on Wednesdays and Fri- 
days, Hazel Warner on Tuesdays and 
Thursdays, and a musical program Mutual has Hecker’s H-O, Blue 
with guest artists on Mondays. 

Martha Meade, presenting ‘Today's | Cal, Schaeffer Pen, Varady of Vi- 
Menus,’ fills three-minute spot on the enna and the Lutheran Church se- 
Monday, Tuesday and Thursday mu-|ries all set for fall. There is a 


sical shows, in addition to her own 
4 chance of a Kellogg contract and a 
-h days. 
Wearver-Tour She Oenae Swe. Oye. | lillie at Miek Gh Vik Oe 


Sperry’s ‘Night Special’ moves to 
Mondays, effective July 16, 9:30 to 10 | with Jeanette MacDonald for a Sun- 
day afternoon run, 


p.m., continuing with ‘Colonel Rod’ 
Hecker stanza, with Jean Paul 


Hendrickson and a dramatic cast. 
Hendrickson also will emcee the | King and Myra Kingsley will be on 
Monday, Wednesday and Friday |a five times a week schedule start- 
afternoon airers. ing Sept. 7. Blue Coal will use ‘The 
Nancy Coleman draws the title | Shadow, starting Sept. 26. Verady 
role in ‘Gloria Gale,’ with Everett | will have Harold Stokes out of WGN, 
Glass, Doris Kemper and Dixie | Chicago, in a musical package, ef- 
Marsh in principal supporting roles. | fective Aug. 26, while the Lutheran 
| Michael Raffetto handles production | inning resumes its half hour Oct. 17. 
on all Sperry programs. 
‘Gloria Gale’ will be aired over 
| KPO, KHQ, KOMO, KGW, KFI. 











East and Dumke Go On; 
Start Theatre Parties 


Kellogg has started a jingle con- 
test on its East and Dumke program 
over the NBC-blue (WJZ) with the 
winners, living in New York or vi- 
cinity, due to be the account's guests 
to a Broadway legit show. Each 
Friday, beginning July 23, 50 win- 
ners will be assembled at the studio 
for the duo’s broadcast and then be 
driven as a party to the theatre. 
Following the show East and Dumke 
will take them backstage and intro- 
duce them to the members of the 
cast. 

East and Dumke have been re- 
newed for 13 weeks. Show, now lo- 
cal, may go network later. 


| all other shows. 
Westco Advertising Agency 
| the account, 


Atlass’ Union Pact 


Chicago, July 13. 

First local independent stations to 
‘sign with American Federation of 
Labor for union operators and en- 
gineers are the two Ralph Atlass 
outlets, WIND and WJJD. Atlass 
signatured contract with Interna- 
tional Brotherhood of Electrical 
Workers today (Tues.). Deal is to 
January, 1939, and contains provi- 
sions for wage increases of from 19 
to 50%: 


Other stations in Chicago which | WFIL’s New Transmitter 


has 














| Federation of Labor’s WCFL. 


are IBEW are WGN and Chica 
Philadelphia. July 13. 


Documents signed Friday (9) by 
WFIL for new transmitter site here. 
Spot chosen, after lengthy sound- 
ings, is at 63d and Passyunk avenue, 
on Schuylkill river. It is about 4% 
miles from center-city and one of 
boggiest places in town. 

Transmitter will be ready for op 
about Oct. 1. Hope before then that 
FCC will have approved applica- 
tion for increase from 1 to 5 kw. 





Blue Coal Due Back 


Delaware, Lackawanna & Western 
Coal Co. (Blue Coal’) will return 
to radio advertising after a year's 
hiatus with a spread over Mutual 
web. Ruthrauff & Ryan agency is 
lining up the show. 

Last program sponsor aired was a 
script serial over NBC. 














Sterling Products in General Reshuffle 


‘Two Fading With Return Indef—Helen Menken and 


| 


Ted Hammerstein Sessions Shift Time 


Sterling Products, through 
agency, Blackett-Sample-Hummert, | however, by the agency with Biso- 
|is largely altering the layout of its| dol in mind. 
| broadcasting picture this summer | Series of dramatizations for Bayer 

‘Manhattan Merry-Go-Round’ ‘(Dr.! Aspirin, starring Helen Menken, will 
Lyons Toothpowder), half-hour pro-| shift from NBC-blue to Columbia on 
| gram over NBC-blue on Wednesdays, | Aug. 3. CBS setup will be spread 
fades from the air, on July 238.) of 31 stations. Program, now being 
| ‘Broadway Varieties’ (Bisodol), Fri-| aired Wednesdays, 8:30-9 p.m., will 
| day night show over CBS, quits July | have rides on Tuesdays at CBS, 7:30- 
|30. No plans have been made for) p.m. 
| either program to resume in autumn. | ‘Hammerstein Music Hall’ (Koly- 
'and Frank Hummert, N. Y. chief of} nos), on CBS, will switch from its 
the agency, does not come up with | long-tenured Tuesday night niche to 
ja definite answer either way. Sev-|a Friday night groove on Aug. 6. 


| Gospel S.nger’ is WWVA, Wheeling, 
|W. Va. Report which has been cur- 
'rent for some time but denied by 


Procter & Gamble Using Spot ake 
WOR, New York, Gets Four Programs 


+ —— 


Besides carrying him on the NBC 
red (WEAF) link Procter & Gamble 
is distributing disked versions of 
‘The Gospel Singer’ among stations 
affiliated with Columbia and Mutual. 
NBC is doing the recording. What 
makes this development particularly 
novel is the circumstance of another 
major New York outlet, WOR, clear- 
the same program. WOR is a basic 
member of Mutual. 

‘The Gospel Singer’ will be one of 
four daily quarter-hour programs 
which WOR has contracted to re- 
lease for the P. & G. combine. Te 
two others already set are ‘Judy and 
; Jane,’ which, like ‘Singer,’ will bear 
the Ivory Soap tag, and ‘The Couple 
Next Door’ (Oxydol), originated by 
WGN, Chicago. The fourth stanza 
will have the Camay label. All are 
due to start a week from Mon- 
| day (25). 
| One of the CBS 
will air 





affiliates 
the wax: version of 


which 
‘The 


NBC is that P. & G., rated as NBC’s 
prize account, wants to split up its 
daily hookup on that network to the 
end that it will use the NBC blue 
east of Chicago and the red from 
| that point to the Pacific. 





COMPETITION 
KEENER 


By AL MARCELLO 
Providence, July 13. 

Life is finally being injected in 
radio here. The trend is to show- 
manship, and stations here are lead- 
ing the airways with programs of 
local origin. Station WPRO in par- 
ticular is going after things. 

Steve Willis, WPRO chief, made a 
tie-up with Star-Tribune last week 
for four daily broadcasts of local 
news which ties in beautifully with 
United Press service being given by 
WPRO. Town’s three stations are 
now plugging local news, WJAR 
having a tie-up with the Journal- 
Bulletin and WEAN, Shepard’s, dishe 
ing the news via Yankee News 
Service. 

WEAN, is sponsoring three pro- 
grams of local origins which have 
been going over great. Top-notcher 
is ‘Community Sing’ every Thursday 
night at Fay’s. This has boosted biz 
$200 for the theatre on closing night. 
Next is the kiddie amateur show 
every Saturday morning at the 
Strand. This one started out as 





sustaining, and now sponsored by 
Esso dealers. 
WEAN spelling bee still going 


strong, although scene has shifted 
from stage of Albee. theatre, shut 
down for the summer, to the studios. 
Mowry Lowe handles all three, as- 
signments. 

Public auditions, something new in 
Providence fixed up by Steve Willis, 
WPRO station manager, first brought 
30 would-be radio performers. 

Harry B. Clark, among them tried 
out and was immediately hired. 


DOROTHY THOMPSON SET 


Date and Web is Not—Pall 











its; eral auditions were made last week. | 





| Will Sponsor 


Dorothy Thompson, syndicated 
newspaper columnist, makes her 
radio commercial debut next month 
over NBC for Pall Mall cigarets. 

As late as last (Tuesday) night 
Compton, agency on the account, 
had not set a definite date for Miss 
Thompson’s start, nor decided on 
| Which NBC web would be used. 

Columnist will air quarter-hour 
commentary periods, using copy akin 
to her newspaper opining. 








Radio Sales Boys Stopover 
Cincinnati, July 13. 
Charles Craig and George L. Mos- 
kovics of the San Francisco and Los 
Angeles offices of Radio Sales, Inc., 
put in several days here last week 
conferring with Bill Williamson. 
He’s now sales manager for 


| WKRC, 


PROVIDENCE 
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Withycomb’s 20-Station Regional 





WFIL as Key Station for 


Pennsylvania Loop—Now 


in Huddles 


— 


Philadelphia, July 13. 

Much sub-rosa activity by Don 
Withycomb, g.m. of WFIL, to weld 
strong chain by fall of Quaker State 
network. Web was formed several 
years ago to handle airings in State 
political campaigns. It has otherwise 
never been used for straight com- 
mercials, the 16 stations lined up 
oniy forming a loose alliance that 
has never gone out and fought for 
mew biz. 

Idea of Withycomb and Sam 
Rosenbaum, WFIL prexy, is to in- 
crease outlets to about 20 and use 
WFIL as key. Because of mountain 
and mineral layout of large portions 
of Pennsy, big chain stations can’t 
be well heard. 

WFIL salesmen now attempting to 
line up one or two accounts for fall 
presentation on the net. Withycomb 
believes that if once the ball is thus 
started rolling, the tiny kilowatters 
can be induced te kick in a sum for 
promotion and salesmen to get more 
bizness. 

Chain has been alternating Pitts- 
burgh airings between WWSW and 
KQvV. 


WNEW’s News Push 


WNEW, N. Y., is making an inten- 
sive campaign to sell news programs. 
Has International News Service 
starting July 26. Station, which has 
20 spots available, already has sold 
10 of them to three sponsors. 

Madison Personal Loan has con- 
tracted for five 15-minute broadcasts 
at 12:30 p. m., Mondays through Fri- 
day, for 52 weeks. After that, will 
take six spots. General Supply takes 
three 15-minute periods, Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday at 5:15 p. m., 
while Smadeck Real Estate Co. 

‘ goes on at 9 a. m. Saturday and 
. 10 a. m. Sunday. 

Richard Brooks will handle news 

broadcasts. 














Hardy ‘March of Time’ 


Trade experts are of mixed 
reaction to a voiced contention 
that the dramatized news show 
is on the wane. Some see in 
this type of program something 
that has still a long ways to go, 
with new facets yet to be de- 
veloped and refined. 

‘March of Time’ is now in its 
seventh year and expects an- 
other commercial attachment 
before the advent of the fall 
season. In the case of Servel, 
the refrigerator manufacturer, 
stepped in and took advantage 
of a short budget with telling 
effect. 











8 Studios For WJJD 


Chicago, July 13. 

Whole new floor of present Lake- 
Wells building location has been 
added to space occupied by the Ralph 
Atlass indie stations, WIND and 
WJJID. Will be remodeled and set- 
up for operations by end of this 
week, and, while used principally 
for offices, addition will give the sta- 
tions a total of eight studios. 

Increase gives the combo four 
times the space it had when start- 
ing out in the location a few years 
ago. 





Bob French's Expo Show 


Columbus, July 13. 

Bob French, program manager of 
WHKC, has been commissioned by 
the State Department of Agriculture 
to produce and direct a two-hour 
broadcast from the Ohio State Fair 
on Sunday, Aug. 29. 

WHKC will again carry full sched- 
ule of broadcasts from the fair. 
which starts two days early this year, 
teeing off Saturday, Aug. 28. Pos- 
sibility that all-Ohio boys’ band con- 
certs will be fed to Mutual network. 











Announcer 
Case Passed eon 


_—— 


| JURY MUST DECIDE 
| | 

| 

| 


Damage suit of Spencer Bentley, 


| radio announcer and former legit 
| juvenile, against Joseph A. Dunn, 
}et al,.must go to a jury for settle- 
| ment, according to a ruling handed 
, down by Justice Salvatore Cotillo in 
;N. Y¥. Supreme Court yesterday 
| (Tues.). Justice Cotillo heard the 
| case last month. Bentley soughi 
| $10,000 damages for a fractured jaw 


| and other injuries sustained when al- | 


'legedly hit by Dunn. 
_ $5,000 for her injuries. 

Attorney George 

represented Bentley. 


CBS Series From Expo 


Cleveland, July 13. 
Rea Matey, of WHK’s Golden Girls 
| Trio, on the first program of a new 
Columbia series from Radioland at 
| the Great Lakes Exposition (July 10). 


His wife asked 


D. Carrington 








| Program, aired from the Expo, 
| grounds, contains WHK talent, | 
| artists appearing at Radioland, 


Myron Roman’s Orchestra and Doc | 


| Whipple on a Hammond electrical 
, organ. 

Series is scheduled throughout the 
summer on Saturday afternoons at 
4:30. 





Whitey Lewis Racetracking 


Cleveland, July 13. 
Deal between WGAR ahd Thistle- 
down Race Track has Franklin 
‘Whitey’ Lewis, station’s new sports- 


4:15 p.m. Track is paying cost of the 
lines and WGAR is furnishing the 
time. Pony season opened Monday 
| (July 12) and will run for 42 days. 
| Lewis, former fight writer for The 
| Press, local Scripps-Howard sheet, 
has been with WGAR for three 
months. This is his first nemo pro- 
gram. He also is on the air six days 
a week with a sports program for 
Twenty Grand cigarettes and con- 
ducts a sports forum, non-commer- 
| cial, on Wednesdays at 8 p. m. 








| 1940. However, bill is one for which 


Derby Brewing has Claude Har- | 


ing for quarter-hour broadcast every 
Friday night for remainder of base- | 
ball season, on WWSW, Pittsburgh. ' 


Bentiey’s Broken Jaw 


easter, airing the daily tops race at | 





Wednesday, July 14, 


——— 





Free Speech 


Bill m Senate 





Freedom-of-air bills sponsored 


Washington, Democrat. 
Identical with proposals which 





time. 





Washington, July 13. 
by the American Civil Liberties 


Union were offered in Congress once more last week. Three measures 
intended to prevent gagging of political speakers were dropped in 
the Senate Hopper Thursday (8) by Senator Lewis B. Schwellenbach, 


for two years have slumbered in 


the House, Schwellenbach bills prohibit the Communications Com- 
mission from imposing regulations interfering with right of free 
speech; require statutory time allotments for public. social, political, 
economic and educational programs, and station logs of requests for 








Gov. Earle Will Spiel on Pennsylvania 


. 


Resort Talks ‘Suspected’ by Politicians as Build-Up 


Philadelphia, July 13. 
| Bitl earmarking $500,000 to make 


| known to the world the virtues of 
Pennsylvania as a vacation spot was 
|signed by Gov. George H. Earle 
during past week. $175,000 hunk of 
huge promotion appropriation will 
go to radio. 

Right now half a dozen agencies 
fighting for right to spend the dough 
| for the Commonwealth. It is believed 
|a Pittsburgh outfit has correct connex 
with powers and will get the account. 

As the former newspapermen who 
make up the bulk of the State’s press 
| agenting staff have prégram lined 
up, it will consist of pop songs and 
musie, commereials consisting of 
dramatized scenes in Pennsy moun- 
tains and beauty spots, and short 
talks by Governor Earle. 

Because of quiet way in which bill 
went through the Legislature and 
was signed, there is wide belief that 
promotion is not so much for the 
Commonwealth as to make the 
nation acquainted with Earle, who 
| will undoubtedly be important candi- 

date at Democratic convention in 





hotelmen have been battling for 
years, so it will make ’em happy ail 
the way around. (North Carolina has 
a similar campaign now current.) 





for 1940—Budget Is $500,000 


, tion series, when it airs, will go over 


the CBS network, which has four 
outlets in that state. Each NBC 
chain has only two stations in 


Pennsy. Added reason for the show 
going to Columbia is the stand-in 
which Ike and Leon Levy, WCAU 
owners, have with the Democratic 
party in Pennsylvania. Expected 
that WCAU will be the originating 
station. 


While both Pittsburgh and Philly 
ad agencies are scrambling for the 
account, it will probably be split 
between the two cities. Manie 
Sacks, of Music Corp. of America, 
is set to agent the talent and pro- 
duce the show. He has a close con- 
nex with Governor Earle and state 
political bigwigs. Already audi- 
tioned and tentatively set are Vin- 
cent Travers orch, Eleanor Bowers 
and Roy Campbell's Royalists. CBS 
also auditioned Lee Stevens’ orch. 





Frank Quinn Upped at KLZ 


Denver, July 13. 
Frank Quinn, national sales mane 
ager of KLZ, Denver, has been 
given title of sales manager, thereby 
relieving F. W. Meyer, station man- 
ager, of some of his duties. 





Understood the Pennsy expioita- | 


Quinn has been with KLZ five 
years. 














Certainly, no single-station radio audience 
is so large as that which listens to the 
Nation’s Station. 


Doubtless, no single-station audience is so 
loyal as that which listens regularly to WLW, 
hour-by-hour, day-by-day, week-by-week. 


That is the reason why there is ”o substitute for 
WLW in any National advertising campaign. 


THE NATION'S STATION 
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IT WONT BE LONG NOW 





2 LEC NA ATE AIT A aay, SO _ em ee ent 


The first annual VARIETY RADIO 
DIRECTORY will be off the presses 


soon. 


The purpose, and aim, of the DIREC- 
TORY is to serve as the standard 
reference work for those who plan and 
produce radio broadcasting. 


OM iadititwiiionntane: ee OP 





For early delivery we urge immediate 
order. 





Price $5 the copy. 
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Here and There 


pam : +> 


CBS Artists, Inc. has signed Vivian 
Ray, nitery warbler, under exclusive 
handling pact. 





Nerman S. McGee new sales man- 
ager at WQXR, N. Y. 





Beb Sampson, formerly with KSD, 
has joined KMOX, St. Louis, sales 
stalf. 


King Bard, WJJD, joins Chicago 





sales post. Fotmerly with WOOD- 
WASH, Grand Rapids, Mich. 
Jee Evans of Pine Bluff, Ark., is | 


now on the broadcasting staff of sta- 


tin KWTO at Springfield, Mo., han- 
diing three newscasts daily. 
Centralto Patricia Ryan, NBC 


Artists’ Service contractee, has been 
spotted on her first network com- | 
mercial. a singleton on the Sal 
Hepatica (Walter O'Keefe) program 
July 28. 


Ray Saunders has replaced Joe | 
Bolton on WHN’s daily sports re- 
view. Bolton describes the Jersey 


City ball games on the N.Y. station, 
and has been having trouble getting | 
back to studio in time for the eve- 
ning summaries. 





Leuis Massey and the Westerners, 
after closing a week of vaude at the 
Stanley, Pittsburgh, on July 22, head | 
te a ranch at Roswell, New Mexico, | 
for a month’s loafing. | 

Phyllis Roque back singing with 
Don Albert’s orch on WHN, N. Y.., 
after three months’ layoff due to ill- | 
ness. Muriel Byrd, nitery warbler, | 
has been given a regular program on} 
her own on WHN. 

Larry Hammend, of Air Features, | 
Inc., vacationing until mid-Septem- | 
ber. 


a 





WDOD, Chattanooga, took on 


new production manager last week. | San Diego. 


He’s Gene Moser, formerly of KMOX" 
and KYA. It’s a new job. 

RIE ey; 

Eve Casanova charm series of 15-! 

minute broadcasts over WMCA, N. Y.. | 

shifted this week to three times 


weekly, Mondays, Wednesdays ed 





Wc FCF 
MONTREAL 


MONOPOLY 


CFCF has a monopoly that 
violates no anti-trust laws! 
Conditions on the island of 
Montreal are such that out- 
side stations are not heard in 

irregularly at 


daytime and 
night. 
N. B. C. 
RED & BLUE 















| cus 


| times announcer at that station, and 








Double-Edged 


Columbia’s latest slap at NBC 
for horning in on its Shakes- 
pearean cycle is contained in a 
letter sent out to educators over 
William S. Paley’s signature. 

Educators are asked to be- 
come members of the board of 
patrons of the Columbia 
Shakespearean Cycle and the 
letter them that CBS 
will present Shakespeare ‘with- 
out distortion or vulgarization.’ 

CBS series runs an hour, 
while NBC limits the program 
to 45 minutes. 


assures 











and 
10:15 


Thursdays 
on 


Fridays instead of 
Saturdays. Program 
a.m. 


goes 


Albert Eisenstadt goes to work as 
promotion director at WNEW, N. Y.., 
this week. Hails from U. S. bureau 


| of census. 


for Syra- 
to 


Alfred Seelye, reporter 
Herald, latest addition 
WNEW’s sales staff. 


is 


Betty Dugan (Mrs. Buddy Biller), 


iwho left WWSW, Pittsburgh, for a 


few months for motherhood, has re- | 
turned to the station’s staff to re-| 
sume her ‘Juvenile Round-Up’ pro- 
gram. 





Fullerton T. MeGough, of WWSW, | 
Pittsburgh, sales staff and some- 


Nell Pratt were married over week- 
end and are honeymooning in Chi- 
cago. 

Max Adkins now getting program 
billing at WCAE, Pittsburgh, for his 
arrangements, a departure in sta- 
tion procedure. 


' 


} 


Fred King, announcer, left wDop | 
last week te take over job at KGB, | 





} 
} 
-_-_—__ | 


Cliff Geedman of WKZO. Kala- | 


mazoo, gone to Memphis, Tenn. 


Tommy Carmitehell doing a new | 
series on WGAL, Lancaster, Pa., with | 
Sherlyn Hertzler for ivory business. | 








Wilmington in Lancaster over for 


| weekend session with Clair R. Mc- 


Cullough, Mason-Dixon chief. 

Keyes Perrin, new on staff of) 
WBZ, Boston, His father is theatre! 
manager, 





Bill Fay, general manager of 
WHAM, elected a director of the, 
Rochester Ad Club. 





Mary Small guest stars on the 
Heinz ‘Magazine of the Air’ July 26. 





WCAE, Pittsburgh, has a brother | 


act on the engineering _ staff, waeey 








You won’t hear tiresome com- 
mercials or uninteresting pre- 
sentations of numbers over 
KWK. GOOD SHOWMANSHIP 
won't permit anything but per- 
fectly balanced programs— 
ALWAYS. 


THOMAS PATRICK, 


INC. 
HOTEL CHASE, ST. LOUIS 


Rep. PAUL H. RAYMER CO. 


NEW YORK CHICAGO 
SAN FRANCISCO 


| father, 


Cunniff 


| 
} 
| 


paper-owned 


L. Bixbee, Jr., and Gifford Bixbee. 
Just a few years ago, their father 
was the station’s chief engineer. 


Jack Gihon, program director at 
KDKA, Pittsburgh, now a 
his daughter on the 


giving birth to a son the other day. 





Virginia Dahiman, who used 


programs placed by Earl Bothwell 
agency in Pittsburgh. 


Nellie Revell interviews baritone 


| Donald Dickson over NBC on Aug. 3. 


Zeke Manners wang vacashing off 
WMCA, N. Y., for eight weeks 
J. ‘Cy’ Rapp is the 
KMA, Shenandoah, 
has 
merchandising 
cial manager. 


new manager 
[a.. and Ed 
promoted from 
director to commer- 
Rapp previously 


of 


been 


| held the latter title. 


Dave 
St. 


Ward, mikeman at’ KSD, 
Louis, back from Hollywood. 
Lillard ‘Mike’ McGee, news ed. of 
KSD, St. Louis, has had 15 short 
stories published. 
Wayne Short is newest addition to 
KSD, St. Louis, announcing staff. 
Came from KFRU, Columbia, Mo. 


WTMV, East St. Louis, sports an- | 


nouncer, Paul Wills, hobbling 
cane as result of leg infection. 


on 





Joe Stevall is now doing arrange- 


| ments for Ben Feld and his KMOX | 


ork. Stovzll replaces Mike Zuze- 
nack, who vacationed in New York 
and neglected to return. 

Dorothy Godwin, KMOX, St. Louis, 
woman commentator; giving weekly 
book reviews to. patrons of Fox. the- 
atre before performances. Scene is 


, huge lobby of theatre. 


H. Leslie Atlass and family mov- 
ing into Mackinac Island, Mich., re- 
sort, as his diamond spieler, 
Flanagan and frau, move out, to get 
back to work. 





Hal Burnett, WBBM press head, 
on vacation, but scrams in to his 


Chicago office on week-ends, to keep | 


copy files full. 


H. V. Kaltenbeorn said au revoir to 





; | CBS listeners July 8 before leaving 
Gorman Walsh, of Station WDEL, | 


with Mrs. Kaltenborn for his annual 


| summer tour of Europe, from whence 


he will broadcast a series of talks 


| on conidtions in various countries, 





James A. Willard, WIP’s Philadel- 
phia, ‘Uncle WIP,’ has been elected 


ee poneresy wanker ot-Wne-eemer | making overtures to CBS in an effort 


| to become a Columbia affiliate. 


work Guild of America. 





grand- | 
Coast | 


to | 
|have a band (The Esquires) of her 
| own, is now musical director for all 


Pat | 





Add: Unusual 





Chicago; July 13. 
Removal of Shawneetown, 
Ill., from its present site, periled 
|} by floods, to a spot on the hills, 
three miles away, to be aired 
by NBC-Red net in a 30-minute 
program. 





‘Vacation !s a 
Vacation --Benny 





Date set is for Saturday (17). 





CBS’ Exploration Series 


Hans Christian Adamson has been 
signed by CBS to help prepare the 
‘Adventures in Exploration’ 
weekly  sustainer 
puts on in 
Natural History. 

Adamson on the Hayden 
Planetarium-Grace expedition which 
went to Peru to gather scientific 
data on the total eclipse of the sun 
on June 8. 


series, 
network 
Museum of 


which 
co-op with 


was 


Uninterrupted Music 
Cleveland, July 13. 
Annabelle Jackson, veteran Cleve- 
land radio pianist, has been signed 
for a Monday - Wednesday - Friday 
noon piano series over WHK. Pro- 


| 

|}gram, titled ‘Beauty Melodies,’ is 
|sponsored by Naso’s Beauty Shop. 
| Miss Jackson does 13 minutes of 
untnterrupted music. Commercial 


and names of melodies heard on 
broadcast are read at the end of the 
| program. 





Heuse Organ’s Candid Snaps 
Boston, July 13. 
WBZ, Boston, and WBZA, Spring- 
field, have brought out their house 


| tractive format this month, making 
it a picture paper, containing candid 
| shots of local and net performers. 
Copy limited to captions and a 


is 


for the month, airing over these twin 
NBC (blue) net stations. 
George A. Harder is editor. 


Divvy Up Les Tremayne 
Newly signatured contract gives 
William Morris office joint 
ager’s contract for Les Tremayne, 
Campana, leading man, with Eddie 
Richmond, who formerly held con- 
| tract alone. 


Present deal makes Wm. Morris 
office exclusive for picture repre- 
| sentation, in addition to share in 


addition to: share in other 
of business. 


branches 


WLBC, Muncie, Changes 
| Hibbard Ayer has been 
| new sales rep for WLBC, 


Reps 
named 
Muncie, 


Ind. Station formerly listed Cox &:| 


} 
| Tanz, Philly outfit, as its rep. 
| WLBC, 100-watter, is this week 


Mrs. George A. Goff, drama di- 
rector of KSL, Salt Lake, appointed | 
director of the L.D.S. church British | 


beuepciemeaece Aug. 1. 





Cc. T. ‘Swanny’ Hagman, with. 
WTCN, St. Paul-Minneapolis news- | 
station for the past! 
three years on the sales side. upped 


| to station manager. 


| 








| Columbus, 


| tioners 





Robert Dillon, formerly with’! 
WoOc, Davenport. and Wallace’s 
‘Farmer.’ now on the sales staff at 


KSTP’s Minneapolis office. 
Wynn Murray does a 


guest stint 


gram July 27. Set by Herman Bernie. 





after a season in radio and legit on 
the Coast. 





Nola Day. singer, 
McCaffrey handling. 

Tito Guizar beginning a concert 
tour of South America after making 
a Mexican pic. Goes to Hollywood 
in October for Par’s ‘Big Broadcast.’ 

Carl Everson, manager of WHKC. 
is vacationing in Mari- 
Wis. Other Columbus vaca- 
are Fred Sample. WHKC, 
Mitiwanga Beach, Ohio; John Ag- 
new, WHKC:;: somewhere in Canada. 
and Don Carlos Brandes, WCOL. 


nette, 


WTHT, Hartford, full time debut 
postponed by FCC to July 20 


salesman, Brooklyn. 


Mohican Players, drama troupe. in 


weekly shot at WNLC, New London, | 


Conn. 

Jud La Maye, program boss at 
WICC, Bridgeport, on board promot- 
ing music festival at 
Conn., with Jose [turbi and New 
York Philharmonic Symph 


getting a sus- | 
taining buildup over NBC. Hesse & | 


Silvermine, | 





Geedson Inte Police Work 
General Goodson has quit the en- 
gineering staff’ of WSFA, Mont- 
gomery, Ala. 
Becomes’ chief engineer of the 
city’s new police broadcasting plant. 





Martha Deane, hospitalized for 
fortnight, is having her WOR com- 
mercials continue 


via waxings. 


Joe Silver, WLBC, Muncie, Ind.,| 
| announcer, to WAAF, Chicago. | 


Mary Wilcox of Station WFBL., 


/on Ben Bernie’s American can pro-| Syracuse, bitten by a dog. 





Weed & Co. has taken on the na- | 
Jean Colbert back in New York! tional representation of WJNO, West | 


! Palm Beach, Fla. 


| bands 
organ ‘Air Way to Sales’ in new, at- 


program listing of permanent shows | 


man- | 


| joined the artist staff. 


937 


———— —— ae 
—= 


Informs Royal 


Jack Benny nixed John 
request that he put on 


Royal's 


a broadest 


from the Normandie tomorrow 
(Thursday) while 300 miles out of 
New York. They’re fellow pas- 
sengers on the ship. 

Benny exvdlained that when he’s 


on vacation, he’s on vacation. Com 
didn’t even go on the 
regular aceount Jell-O 
ing the NBC studios in 
Sunday (10) during the 
of the pinch-hit program. with Jane 
Froman, but let its occasion pass 
with some intramural comment 


for tis 
while ViStl- 
New York 


broadcast 


air 





Charies-Dean’s Richets 


Series of transcriptions for Latin- 
American broadcasts, is being made 


_by B. Charles-Dean, head of British- 


American Productions, for Bristol- 
Myers. Will be used to plug [pana 
toothpaste and Sal Hepatica 

British-American is also going into 
radio production for Australia, Great 
Britain, New Zealand and the Latine« 
American countries 


Philadelphia, July 

KYW will make weekly 
for both red and blue NBC 
skedded into Million Dollac 
Pier, Atlantic City, this summer. 
Red shows will be heard Friday from 


13 
pick-ups 
webs of 


|midnight to 12.30 a.m. and Blue oa 
| Saturday from 11 to 11.30. 

| Bands dated in are July 10-16— 
Johnny, Hamp; July = 17-23—Clyde 


McCoy; July 24-30—Jan Saviit; July 
31 to Aug. 6—Ted Lewis; Aug. 7-13 
—Clyde Lucas; Aug. 14-20 —Doa 
Bestor; Aug. 21-27—Harold Stern: 
Aug. 28-Sept. 3—Jatk Denny; Sepi 
4—Russ Morgan. 
Pollock, Kettering Team Up 
Chicago, July 13. 
Milt Pollack and Tom Kettering 


| have joined forces as the combined 
| publicity and press relations depart- 


ment of the Albert Kircher agency 
| here. 
Pollack was formerly p.a_ for 


Paul Whiteman, while Kettering 
has been an indie p.a. around Chi for 
several seasons. 





Sams, Class of ’21, Joins KXBY 
Kansas City, July 13 
New faces around KXBY, James 
Sams, who started in radio back ia 
1921 with the now extinct WOQ 
Kansas City, has joined KXBY’s ane 
nouncing staff. 
Jay MecShaw, colored pianist for- 
merly with KOB and KGGM, has 





uninterruptedly | 
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RUDY VALLEE HOUR 

With Douglas Fairbanks, Jr., Muriel 
Kirkiand, Biythe Daly, Louis Arm- 
strong, Robert Irwin, Cecelia Ager, 
Joe Laurie, Jr. 

60 Mins. 

ROYAL GELATINE 

Thursday, 8 p.m. 

WEAF-NBC, New York 


(J. Walter Thompson) 
Prior to his departure for a three- 


week dance tour, Rudy Vallee di- | 
rected a snappy session that was ad- 
vance-announced as ‘no strain on 
anybody’s brain cells’ and lived up 
to that promise with the single ex- 
ception of the girl from Variety, 
Cecelia Ager, who paradoxically was 
quite highbrow. 

Vallee’s own contributions in- 
cluded the introduction of “The Pass- 
port Photographer,’ by Ray Perkins, 
and several samples of the old re- 
liable Vallee brand of singing. Mu- 


sical interludes kept the program 
fluid and buoyant in the summery 
mood 

Clever crossfire between Vallee 
and Louis Armstrong was a slick 
sample of the former’s showman- 
shiv. Armstrong had just got 


through laying an egg on a 13-week 
series of his own. gget here as rou- 
tined and built up ne was a socko 
novelty. Smart chatter used. the | 
humorous possibilities of the slan- 
guage of swing musicians. It was 
strung together for a nice tally. 

Well chosen, too, both for swift- 
ness of action, lightness of touch and 
glove-fitting the radio medium was 
the skit, ‘The Man Who Thought oi 
Everything.’ It permitted the junior 
Fairbanks and the Misses Kirkland 
and Daly to engross the listener 
without over-strain. Performances 
and. direction were first-rate. Miss 
Kirkland’s distinctive voice ought to 
I for radio in particular. 


be useful 
You know who’s talking every time 
with that cutie twang. 
Robert Irwin, Irish tenor, showed 
advantage. He’s done several 
shots since imported by his 
p2tron, John McCormick. 
Next-to-closing, a cruel wait and a 
tough assignment for a radio first- 
timer, came Cecelia Ager. She was 
the ‘one meets such _ interesting 
people’ nominee of the week. Her 
‘bomb’ against radio exploded with a 
terrific splash of whipcream, all over 


to 


guest 


everybody. Script had been re- 
written three times in advance of | 
broadcast. It ended up with J. 


Walter Thompson tap water mixed 
with the Ager venom. Making a 
diluted Ager and a distorted VarRIETy, 
but, as it turned out, not a bad nov- 
elty for the novelty-cultivating Val- 
lee hour. 

Madame Ager was nervous. Half 
herself and half George Faulkner, 
with Rudy Vallee her sturdy leaning 
post, she trail-blazed with her chin. 
Radio, she said, was too folksy, its 
gladness got her down. It spelled 
out big words, told its jokes very 
slowly, drenched her with good- 
fellowship. She, for one, liked the 
rain and not the sunshine. 

A vaudeville gag inserted by 
George Faulkner, and right down 
the radio groove, got the hat-with- 
the-girl-you-rremember (or vice 
versa) off the air with a belly laugh. ! 


| parenthetically 


‘ROBERT MONTGOMERY, MADGE 


EVANS 

With Mrs. Wallace Reid, Lee G. Car- 
roll, Bramweil Fieteher, Gene 
Lockhardt aud Kathleen Lock- 
hardt 

‘Bean Brummel’ 

6? Mins. 

LUX 


Monday, 9 p.m. DST 
WABC-CBS, New York 
(J. Walter Thompson) 

‘Beau Brummel’ did not make too 
happy a choice on the Lux slice (5) 
of drama. Script did not catch the 
necessary sympathy needed for the 
Georgian fop. Though he re- 
nounced love that the standard pair 
of young ’uns might be happy and 


wedded, the role was not invested 
with the proper touches for audience 
suasion. As an entry on the Lux 


list. it was decidedly under average. 
Montgomery in the lead was 


weighted down by the part and lines 


that were often limp. Miss Evans 
found it choppy going. Bramwell 
Fletcher was in fine form in a role 
of an exuberant young chap that 
fitted his talents like a surgeon’s 


slove. Leo G. Carroll was good as 
Montgomery's man-servant. 

Mrs. Wallace Reid was the mike- 
guest of the occasion. Just back 


Ww 
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| 
| 





from an associate producer’s stint on | 


the Monogram pic, ‘Paradise Isle,’ 
Mrs. Reid discoursed on the two 
months she spent in the Samoan 
Islands, where the production was 


Amelia Earhart was to 
guest. Bert. 


on location. 
have been the 


CORINA MURA 

With Raoul Nadeau, Beb Stanley 

INTERNATIONAL SALON 

Thursday, 8 p. m., EDST 

WOR, New York 
Off the beaten 

Novel warbling 

Should cop 

hold it. 
Corina 


songstress, 


track of vocals. 
and unusual setup. 
attention and maybe 
Mura, billed as an ‘exotic 
likely to stir up some interest along 
the kilocycles. Sings Spanish songs 
effectively to guitar accompaniment. 
Has enough personal color over the 
air to surmount the obstacle of mak- 
ing her own announcements. She’s 
a personality girl, in person, having 
appeared in the smarter niteries. 
Raoul Nadeau is a straight bari- 
tone with plenty of steam. Both are 


nicely backstopped on occasion by 
the chorus. Bob Stanley directs the 
band. Okay all around, if not star- 


tling. Hobe. 





Not a literary belly, but a belly. It 
had Madame unable to date Rudy 
for a seven o'clock dinner, because 
she always listens to Amos ’n’ Andy. 
(In line with the Rudy Vallee habit 
of telling something factual about 
the persons involved, 


Ager is going to Hollywood in Au- 
gust to write for Samuel Goldwyn.) 
Closing the Gelatin revue was Joe 
Laurie, Jr., giving his usual offhand 
spiel on life and things. He uses a 
throw-away delivery even for his 
punches. Audiences second-laughed 
one of his cracks in a tidal wave 
that took 10 seconds to roll in. 
Laurie's easy, chatty style is very in- 
gratiating. Land. 


is a soprano who seems | 


| comedy writers. 


: | the 
it may be | 
stated that Cecelia | 





| JACK HALEY 


With Charles Winninger, Virginia 
Verrill, Thomas L. Thomas, Nadine 
Conner, Patricia Wilder, Meredith 
Wiiison’s Orchestra, Warren Hull 
and Chorus 

60 Mins. 


| MAXWELL HOUSE 


Thursday, 9 p. m. 
WEAF-NBC, New York 
(Benton & Bowles) 

In reconstructing the Maxwell 
House Showboat and moving its 
originating point to the Coast, an 
effort has been made to endow the 
program with more comedy. Un- 
fortunately the initial edition of the 
new arrangement found the comedy 
material so feeble it couldn't 
port itself on crutches. 

Jack Haley has been added to the 


show to vend the laughs, and is 
using Dixie-drawling Patricia Wilder, 
blurb-announcer Warren Hull (from 


sup- 


pix) and Winninger as _ straights. 
When caught (8) ail the lines and 
the one large skit were woefully 
weak. 

Musically, the program glistened. 
Vocal clicko was piercing soprano 
Nadine Conner, who is chiefly 
paired with baritone Thomas 
Thomas. Miss Verrill, blues warbler, 
gets the buildup as the romantic 


beaut of the show, and handles self 
well. 

Winninger, with his ebullient and 
robust manner as ‘Cap’n Andy, was 
a happy return to the helm he orig- 
inally held. That old and tiresome 
wrangling with his ‘wife’ has been 
junked. Many will say amen to that. 
Meredith Willson’s 27-piece orch 
slick. NBC’s Western Division 
Musical Director knows what sort of 
selections and arrangements to pump 
into a period that for long has ap- 
pealed to the pipe-puffers and knit- 
ting-needlers wing of the listening 
brigade 

S. O. S. should be sounded for some 
Bert. 


is 


ARTHUR WALLBERG 
Vox Pop 

15 Mins.—Local 
Sustaining 

Daily, 12 noon 

WPRO, Providence 


A new wrinkle has been put into | 


the 15-minute program, ‘Man-on-the- 
Street,’ by Steve Willis, WPRO chief. 
Broadcast opens with a five-minute 
newscast of latest United Press 
news. Then the quarter-hour period 


is completed by an open-forum dis- | 
news | 


cussion and comment on the 
stories by the public gathered around 
the announcer. 

Art Wallberg, who has conducted 
program for the last seven 
months, does a commendable job 
keeping the mike active with choice 
bits of comments. Items which 
arouse invidious controversy are 
eliminated. Crime stories seem to 
be the best bet for the broadcast. 
the public going for this type of 
commentating in a big way. 

Answers to questions are usually 
fast and intelligent. When answer 
is slow on the take, Wallberg steps 
in with snappy discourse to keep 
program moving. Marc. 





Robert G. Jennings, in 





charge of Sales and Programs, Cincinnati 


4. Ralph Corbett, Inc. 


® BASIC RED NETWORK, N. B. C. 
® MUTUAL BROADCASTING SYSTEM 


@ THE WLW LINE 





New York and Chicage Offices: Transamerican Broadcasting & Television Corporation 


THE CROSLEY RADIO CORPORATION 


TRULY, 
CINCINNATI'S OWN STATION 


WSAI is especially programmed to suit 
Cincinnati listeners. For example, Cin- 
cinnati is notoriously a “red-hot” base- 
ball town. WSAIT is the only network 


station carrying complete baseball broad- 
casts. WSAI is the Cincinnati Buy. 








| BOSTON EGG FRY 
| Stunt 
| Sustaining 
| 15 Mins. 
WEEI, CBS, Boston 


| During the recent heatwave (8) a 
few brain cells got warped and out 


of a conclave came this special stunt 
;of staging an egg-fry on the side- 
| walks of Boston, in front of the 
studio building, opposite Boston 
Common. 

Temperature at the time, 3:15 p. 
m., was about 1id in the sun, and 
| the boys figured they could fry ’em 
on the pavement. Jay Wesley, spe- 
cial events. announcer, interviewed 
Pete Petraka, 
Waldorf cafeteria, which supplied 
the eggs. Roger Wheeler, scripter 
it WEEI, was momentarily rated an 
‘eggspert,’ and he quoted odds on 
the Rhode Island Red egg versus the 
White Leghorn ‘blob. 

E. B. Rideout, weatherman for the 
station, delivered a few observations 
on the record heat uf the day, then 


the frying experiment began. One 
egg was planted on concrete, the 


other on asphalt. Neither fried com- 
pletely in the eight or ten minutes 
allotted, but the whites of each con- 
gealed enough to supply food for 
chatter. Some of the sidewalk chat- 
ter and impromptu gags fizzled. 
Extremely doubtfui if the C. of C. 
and N. E. Council endorsed the idea 
of highlighting Boston’s heat over a 
nationwide network. Fox. 





Follow Up Comment. 


Antoinette Donnelly, by-liner of a 
syndicated beauty column under that 
name and of another on advice to 
the lovelorn under the tag of Doris 
Blake, contributed timely advice to 
femme listeners on summer-time 
daintiness as a contributor to ‘Heinz 
Magazine of the Air’ over 
Five-minute talk was solely for the 
gals, young and old. Miss Donnelly 
tabbed a sentence from Marjorie 
Hillis’ book, ‘Orchids On Your Bud- 

| get,” to the effect that 
groomed woman never feels com- 
| pletely licked and never looks 

Woman scribe has a clear voice, 

but she does not always extract the 
maximum from it in the form of a 
full, rounded tone. Sufficient for 
broadcasting, however, with 
name and material. 








‘Hollywoed Hotel’ program Friday 
(9) was gifted with a well done pre- 
view of ‘It’s All Yours’ (Col), with 
Francis Lederer, Madeleine Carroll 
and Mischa Auer showing up prac- 
tically as well before the mike as in 


films. Intelligent scripting helped. 
But what transpired before the 


broadcast arrived at this 22-minute 
sketch was particularly annoying to 
warm weather listeners. Aimless 
patter seemed grooved only to incite 
giggles from the highly susceptible 
Hollywood studio audience leaving 
| actual radio listeners wondering at 
| the cause of merriment. 
, atmosphere was only disturbed by 
the continuous flow of song: sounded 
like an over-enthusiastic choral so- 
ciety in session. 





| 
| RCA “Magie Key’ Sunday (11) over 
NBC-blue band offered Susanne 
Fisher as its singing guest and Jean 
Sablon, tabbed ‘one of foremost 
radio and night club entertainers of 
Europe,” also singing. This was an- 
nounced as Miss Fisher’s return en- 
gagement. Metropolitan soprano has 
superb voice but diction not so good. 
Dubious if either song meant much 
to the average radio fan outside of 
the fact that both were tuneful and 
done by a recognized artist. 

Sablon, who started a limited en- 
gagement on ‘Magic Key’ with this 
program 
shot), is pleasant enough if only be- 
cause of his different vocal tech- 
nique. His speaking voice, however, 
is too low. Sablon’s best try was 
with “Too Marvelous for Words,’ 
done both in English and French. 


plug for Victor Records, being an- 
nounced for his discovery of new 
type music. Tex O’Rourke, humorist. 


doubled as emcee part of time. 


of short wave consisted largely of 
ballyhoo for the moderate weather 
in that country. Iceland narrator 
stressed average temperature being 
between 60 and 70 year round and 
then explained how many visited 
there from U. S. 





Jelle summer show Sunday eve- 
ning (11) had Freddie Lightner 
| showing decided improvement over 
his appearance a week prior. Work- 
ing with Don Ross, m.c. and with his 


| wife (Rosella) Lightner adopted a /| 


_different type of comedy material 
for his second airing. He used patter 
and talk that is more distinctly of 
vaude flavor, most of it directed to- 
ward Ross as straight man. Results 
were highly satisfactory and the ma- 
terial sure-fire enough to 


| the air lanes. 


He has a unique manner of selling 
laughs and if provided with suitable | 


| material, stacks as an ether comer. 


|Lightner knows enough about ma- | 
terial out of vaudeville experience | 
that he ought te be able to reject | 


| wrong stuff, 


chef at the adjacent | 


CBS. | 


‘The well | 


it.’ | 


her | 


Saccharine | 


7 OUT OF EVERY 


(supposed to be 4-time | 


Shep Fields orchestra came on as | 


contributed a few droll remarks and | 


That shift to Iceland by means | 


. suggest | 
Lightner will develop forcefully for | 


— 





WALTER O’KEEFE 
With Alice Frost, Harry Von Zell, 

Honey Dean, Donald Tannen, Vic 

Hyde, Teddy Bergman, Johu 

Brown, Mary Kelly, Walter Tet- 

Jey, Town Hall Quartet, Oleanders. 

Peter Van Steeden Orch. 
| 60 Mins. 
| BRISTOL MEYERS 
| Wednesday, 9 p.m., EDST 
| WEAF, New York 
(Young & Rubicam) 
| Considering it’s an almost im»nos- 
| sible assignment, Walter O’Keefe is 
ia fair. hot weather substitute for 
| Fred Allen as the Town Hall major- 
|domo. Also backstopped by a re- 
| spectable comedy lineup. Result is 
definitely below the Fred Allen 
standard, but looks okay to get by 
in the thin ranks of summer shows 

Possible that there’s too much 
variation of entertainment on the 
Town Hall stanza as heard in Jast 
Wednesday’s (7) program. So many 
different personalities and contrast- 
ing styles of comedies the whole set- 
up tends to become a_e confusing 
hodgepodge to the listener. On the 
other hand, many of flaws are easily 
correctable. 

In one slab O’Keefe played the 
rube angling for the spot to replace 
Fred Allen on a network show, finally 
landing the assignment and motor- 
ing to the studio for the broadcast. 
Lengthy and not strong enough 
blackout. Second of O’Keefe’s inn- 
ings comprised sketch about Bronx 
vacationers in the country, winding 
up with a gag about ash trays on 
autos. Forced ind again not a 
enough tag Finale had 
O’Keefe handling what he calls 
‘dramateurs,’ in the “So You Want 
To Be An Actor’ vein. Had several 
plants. Okay. 

Mixed through the 
stints by O’Keefe are 
tions of the various 
the show. Various degrees of en 
tertainment. As the stooge for much 
of O’Keefe’s clowning, Alice Frost is 
a natural. Uses various characteri- 
zations so convincingly it’s frequently 
|hard to identify her behind them. 
She also smacks over the few snap- 
per lines she’s handed. 

Of the others, Donald Tannen 
| merits laughs for his Popikoff pidgin- 
English job; Honey Dean is a fair 
warbler, though perhaps leaning too 
| hard on the ‘personality stuff’; Vic 
Hyde achieves difficult tricks but 
| doesn’t make much music as a one- 
man band: while Teddy Bergman, 
John Brown, Mary Kelly, Walter 
| Tetley, the Town Hall Quartet and 
| the Oleanders offer assorted bits to 
the proceedings.. In less generous 
| helpings it might all be amusing, but 
| chucked into the skillet together, it 


strong 


three major 
the contribu- 
other people in 


has more than a faint resemblance 
to hash. 

Harry Von Zell is vet enough to 
| carry off the announcing job capa- 


bly and Peter Van Steeden plays the 
show with the accepted dash. 
Hobe. 


Jimmy Cavallaro, fiddler, back on 
WICC band, with Don Rafael’s 
accomp. 








10 WOMEN VOT- 
ED FOR HIM... 


DALE MORGAN. Iowa's most friendly swaouncer 
and best-liked radio personality. Morgan has put 
17,600 persons on the air turned the spotlight on 


100 different lowa towns with remote broadcasts — 
selling everything from ive cream to gasoline. 








1,000 women attending Des Moines, Iowa, Cooking 
School were asked: “‘Who are your favorite an 
nouncers?’’ Seven out of every 10 veted tor Mer- 
gan. It's no wonder that the lowa Net sells 
with personalities like this. Write or wire teday 
| for complete details on the Cooking School returns, 


-1OWA NETWORK 


— WMT — KENT: 
ef The Des Moines Register 
and Tritune 


KSO 
Radie Stations 





Representatives: E. KATZ 





NATIONAL REPRESENTATIVES 
EDWARD PETRY & CO. 
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BURGESS MEREDITH’S ‘HAMLET’ 
wth Grace George, William A. 
prady, Montague Leve, Ben Webs- 
ier, Margaret Perry 
66 Mins. 
Sustaining = 
da ’ Pp. - 
WV ABC_CBS, New York 

It’s a pretty good bet that the 
nation as a whole would trade in 
John Barrymore and Burgess Mere- 
dich combined for Jack Benny’s ver- 
son of ‘Hamlet.’ It’s also pretty clear 
that neither Columbia nor NBC is 
thinking of listeners, but of that 
vague value known as ‘prestige. 

Burgess Meredith does remarkably 
well. He goes from walk to canter 
to gallop and reverses. His progress 
as an actor is manifest throughout. 
It'll do him good. And it’s a bit of a 
success story that three years after 
Becchnut’s ‘Red Davis’ juvenile serial 
the young player should be chosen 
by CBS to window-dress its flyer in 
culture. 

But apart from the career impetus 
for Meredith as an individual what 
is the net result of this newest 
‘Hamlet’ four weeks after NBC 
donned biack tights? 

CBS will have scrap books ful! of 
publicity, tie-ups with English teach- 
ers (with schools not in session), 
comments from stuffed shirts, and a 
flurry of admiration which will pos- 
sibly be followed by a sudden jolt- 
ing realization that only in summer, 
when it doesn’t interfere with biz 
would the networks indulge in such 
artistic capers. 

Entertainment? Good Shakespeare? 
Starting something or elevating pro- 
duction standards in radio? CBS’ 
‘Hamlet,’ like NBC's, is indifferent 
entertainment, obscure Shakespeare 
and workaday mike technique. 
Whole scenes in both versions were 
shady and hard to follow 
were not uniformly set 
tone. 


Voices 
apart by 


Educational value may. of course, } 


be advanced. Fortunately, in the 
east, the heat spell broke, else few 
would have had the physical stamina 
to stick out the hour. Like all 
Shakespeare, the archaic free verse 
is aurally bumpy. 


Of the supporting cast in the CBS | 


version no objections can be cited. 
Bill Brady was tomb-like basso play- 
ing the ghost. Grace George was a 
believably tormented mother and 
wife as the Queen. The King had 
sock, as miked by Montague Love. 
They were all essentially interrup- 
tions in the long monolog of Mere- 
dith. 

There is this to be said for the 
CBS ‘Hamlet.’ Meredith made a bet- 
ter impression than Barrymore, and 
the editing seemed a bit more in- 
telligent. So what? Land, 





| JESSIE ROYCE LANDIS 


| “The Lady Was Werried’ and Dennis 
King 

16 Mins. 

ROYAL GELATINE 

Thursday, 8 p.m. 

WEAF-NBC, New York 


(J. Walter Thompson) 
Dennis King and Miss Landis en- 
acted a mild little playlet by Keith 
| Fowler on the Vallee variety Thurs- 
| day last. 


| Sketched the time-trod on 
|about the Amerecuar, 


piece 
iady and the 


Central Europe titled and handsome | 


lad who got together in 
There was the persistent 
the lass who led him a merry chase 
and finally succumbed to his charm. 
The twist—not a very deft and cer- 
tainly an obvious one—was that the 
mans’ identity was masked near the 
end. 


Budapest. 


Trouping was swell, and held to- 
gether the skit when it threatened 
several times to give way at the 
seams. 
than average script-actor abilitv to 
use the mike technique to its full- 
est value. Bert. 


‘PROF. SOCRATES’ DANCE 
QUARTET’ 

With R. S. Rainey, Norman Childress, 
Ralph Webb, Earle Helms, and 
Cecil Hollifield 

15S Mins.—Local 

Sustaining 

Tuesdays, 7 P. M. 

WSOC, Charlotte, N. C. 

This mixture of hillbilly, swing. 
and comedy is realiy the pastime 
and relaxation of a group of well- 
known Charlotte business and pro 
| fessional men. They find it fun, and 
that feeling is catching with listeners. 

Sometimes tne dialogue becomes 
pretty unfunny and slips into boring 
lengths but the music (7?) saves the 
day. 


Characters in this new WSOC 
show are five Charlotte men-about- 
town. ‘Professor Junk’ is Socrates 


cipal. ‘Dago’ is a former life guard 
|and a foundryman by trade. and his 
real name is Norman Childress. 
|‘Rafe,’ the dumbbell among the 
| Roustabouts, is a bookkeeper, Ralph 
|Webb. ‘Smoky’ is Earl Helms. He 
|sings bass, and ‘Fats,’ funny boy, is 
| Cecil Hollifield, former student un- 
| der Rainey. : 
Have no musical instruments with 
the exception of a guitar which gives 
| them a chord on which to start their 
rhythmic orgies, and then keeps 
ithem going. Hard. 


‘The Lady Was Worried’ | 


man and | 


Both players displayed more | 


(R. S.) Rainey, former school, prin- | 
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| BEATRICE HOWELL 
Impersonations 
| 6 Mins. 
ROYAL GELATINE 
| Theredav, & p.m. 
WEAF-NBC, New Yerk 

(J. Walter Thompson) 

Miss Howell, who matriculated 
from an anonymity in a Fanchon & 
Marco unit line to an upssaring 
vaude imiiator, did an o.k. stint on 


the Vallee hour recently. Using 
material from her stage act, Miss 


Howell ran through a list of film 
names for her counterfeiting. It 
would have helped if she had used 
1 few celebs from outside Hollywood 
for the sake of variety. 

Her miming was very faithful ove: 
the air, and her material was in key 
and not unwitty. Impersonated 
Lionel Barrymore mumbling in his 
beard, Louise Rainer singing 
bara Stanwyck a conversation 
‘tween Edna May Oliver and Freddie 
Bartholomew, and anothet 
‘tween Simone Simon and Bee Lil- 
lie misunderstanding each other. 

Bert. 


“VOICE OF CARELESSNESS’ 


With Milton Olin, Deuglass Hope, 
Alice Hill, Forrest Lewis 
Educational Drama 
5 Mins.—Lecal 
CHICAGO MOTOR CLUB 
Daily, 5:30 p.m. CDST 
WBBM, Chicago 
j (McJunkin) 
This set. of five-minuie spot 
dramas presuming to reduce auto- 


mobile accidents pre-supposes radio 


audiences are the ultimate in child- 
ishness Even the bogey man is in 
(and a very badly played one), p ob 


ably to scare 
collisions. 


people out of having 


Program dramatizes an accident, 
and what leads to it. The people 
concerned warn each other about 
what might happen, the bogey man 
egging them on by speaking his 
thoughts and doing his alleged hor- 
rendeous laugh. Then the accident 


happens. And an announcer comes 
jon to tell why, all over again. 
Theme music is the laugh of the 


| bogey man, who, of course, is in the 
title role. 

Granted that a five-minute pro- 
| gram isnt the easiest thing in the 
| world to do, a different approach is 
| obviously needed. The horror voice 
could still be left in, but the whole 
| set-up needs to be switched around 
|to get a more gripping technique. 
| Production is typical of the it’s- 
| only-a-five-minute-spot attitude. 
Loop. 


Bar- | 


chat | 
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| MARTA ABBA, OSGOOD PERKINS 

Dramatization 
| 1@ Mins. 
| SEALTEST 
| Sunday, 10 p.m., DST 
| WEAF-NBC, New Yerk 

(J. Walter Thompson) 
| Miss Abba on Broadway in ‘Tova- 
| rich,’ did not have a too auspicious 
bow-on in broadcasting due to script 
| inadequacies. Her acting was good, 
and she displayed quite some know!- 
edge of astute mike technique. 

In 10 minutes, the script purposed 
to delineate the two central char- 
acters and conjure up the story of 
‘Enter Madame,’ legit play of decade 
ago. Two separate slices of the piece 
were projected but unfortunately 
the dramatization shot far beneath 
the target at which it aimed. Aside 
from several lick line: and the 
ustained good acting of Mi Abba 
and Perkins, the excerpts held but 
faint interest 


Perkins played the  blase-bitten 
husband of the middle-aged operatic 
oriole. He's a vet of string of radio 


dramatizations. 
Duo guested on the ‘Secitest Party,’ 
presided over by tenor James Melion 
Bert. 


NANCY MARTIN 

With Max Adkins’ Saxemaniacs 
Singing, Music 

| 15 Mins.—Lecal 

Tues., Thur., 12:30 p. m. 

GULF SPRAY 

WCAE, Pittsburgh 


Backed by Max Adkins’ sax en- 
| semble, Nancy Martin delivers a nice 
vocal quarter-hour for Gulf Spray. 
She has been around for several 


years now and voice quality has im- 
proved considerably since 
result that she now 
ballad with plenty. 
| In the middle of stanza, she does a 
| song story, a sort of solo dramatiza- 
tion, on program caught to ‘Remem- 
| ber,’ and displays some able histri- 
onic ability as well. These things 
|usually are pretty drab but Miss 
Martin handles them neatly. Idea of 
a sax crew for accompaniment is 
novel and the Adkins arrangements 
are effective although too much in 


A 
inen with 


handles a pop 


the same tempo. Should be some 
variations. 
Sponsor, however, should watch 


those commercials. Program goes on 
right around lunch time and the an- 
nouncer had to deliver a spiel about 
preventing insects from crawling 
across the food by using the product. 
Took the edge off an otherwise ex- 
cellent quarter-hour and gives the 
| table time-listeners a bad taste. 
Cohe ni. 


| visual 


eo 


| 
| WERNER JANSSEN ORCHESTRA 
With Loretta Lee 
30 Mins. 
FLEISCHMAN 
Sunday, 7:38 p.m. DST 
| WIZ-NBC, New Yerk 
(J. Watter Thompson) 
teplacing the Ozzie Nelson or- 
;chcsiva ‘Believe It’ Ripley prog: n 


| for the summer for the yeast com- 


pony is Janssen’s crew, shunted 
over by the Thompson avency irc 
the Chase & Sanborn r-o7rem, 
wich directly follows on NBC's 
alter web. Thomovson had to looscn 
up the Chase & Sanborn arr-: 


Obviourly this is a coniract ‘out’ 


for the ctency. Show is nondcoscript. 
A summer misfit. 

Giveaway is a_ correspondence- 
chool course in the art of hoofir 
Arthur Murray providsi th i 


siructions, and any comer con herve 
copy in return for 61 yv« ‘ é 


labels. (Holdover from  pr_vious 
pro-rams.) 
On the musical selection § side; 


amont the li¢ghter-vein nu bers 
weve “Marriave of Fitaro’ ovcriure, 
a Strauss medley and series of danc« 
styles frém 16th century till present 
day. Laiter was cuite arresting, run- 
nines the gamut from minuet down 
throuth gavotte, waltz, one-step. 


two-steo, bunny-hug to current 
scuirming. For the rest it was pre- 
sumably a bit too lofty in layout 


for the youn audience the product 
It is attempting to peccle the 
only to clear up youns “uns 
complexions, and doing more 
blatant manner perhaps than Fleisch- 
mann, in all its air years, ever at- 
tempted. 

Loretia Lee, a good blues-bawler, 
was a bit out of it on last Sunday's 
(11) broadcast. Two brief choruses 


product 


so ina 


are not enough for the only warbler 
on the 30-min. period. 
Orchestra is vigorous and _ slick. 


Janssen announces his own numbers. 
Not too well. No studio audience. 

J. Walter Thompson agency is 
‘experimenting’ for the listening 
audience's favor by eliminating stu- 
dio onlookers. Listeners are told 
that the program is wholly theirs, 


j}and that no visual sideliehts or by- 


plays are sifted in solely for the 


studio audience, because there is 
none. 
Growing opinion in some radio 


circles is that tuner-inners grow re- 


| sentful often at the program inter- 


ruptions occasioned by the overlong 
laughter, whoovs and whistles studio 
sitter-inners are wont to induire in. 
And also by the panto antics of per- 
formers which draw giggles from the 
mob, but are veiled to the 
audience at which the vrograms are 


| supposed to be directed. 


Bert. 
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CLEVELAND CHUCKLE 


Those Early Programs Tough on 
Pillow-Lovers 








Cleveland, July 13. 

‘Top of the Morning,’ WHK rise- 
and-shiner conducted by Carl Mark 
from 7 to 8 a. m. daily is followed by 
a United Press newscast by Guy Wal- 
lace, Mark’s roommate and an in- 
veterate oversleeper. Other morning 
Mark jokingly urged listeners to 
phone Wallace to get him out of bed 
and down to the studio, if they 
wanted their news flashes on time. 





Result: Wallace dashed into the 
studio at the last minute. His excuse 
for getting down just under the wire 
was that he was kept so busy 
answering calls to get out of bed he 
couldn’t break away from home | 
until just before air time. He’s still 
trying to figure out the ‘Why?’ of 
all the calls as Mark hasn’t had the 
nerve to tell him. 





Elks Meet on MBS 


Denver, July 13. 
During the Elks’ national conven- 
tion here this week KFEL will origi- 
nate 1% hours of the mutual chain 





from Colorado Springs. Principal 
part of the program will be the me-| 
morial services from the Will Rog-| 
ers’ Shrine of the Sun Memorial on | 
Cheyenne mountain. These services| 
will be conducted by Elks. 


KFEL will also put on the net two 


orchestras from the Springs the} 
same day, Friday (16). They are) 
the Bob McGrew crowd at the) 


Broadmoor and the 
musicians, playing 
Time will be 2-3:15. 


Bart Woodward 
at the Antlers. 














F.C.C."S WASHINGTON DOCKET 





DECISIONS 


Washington, July 13. 

Alabama: WAPI, Birmingham, granted voluntary 
assignment of license to Alabama Polytechnic Institute 
(board of control of WAPI). 

Connecticut: WATR, Waterbury, application for 
change of frequency from 1190 to 1290 kc, power boost 
from 100 to 250 watts and change in hours of opera- 
tion from limited to unlimited, denied. Examiner M. 
H. Dalberg reversed. 

Illinois: WAAR, Rockford, 
power from 50 to 40 watts. 

Iowa: Central States Broadcasting Company, Council 
Bluffs. denied new station to be operated on 1500 ke 
with 100 watts. commish reversing Examiner Dalberg; 
C. W. Corkhill, Sioux City, denied new station to be 
operated on 1420 ke with 100 watts, Examiner George 
H. Hill sustained: Sioux City Broadcasting Company, 
Sioux City, granted new station to be operated on 1420 
ke with 100 watts nights, 250 watts days, commish up- 
holding Examiner Hill. 

Louisiana: WJBO, Baton Rouge, granted change in 
time of operation from specified to unlimited, 

Minnesota: National Battery Broadcasting Co., St. 
Paul, granted new high frequency station to be oper- 
ated on 25,950 ke on an experimental basis, with 1 kw, 
using A-3 emission. 

Nebraska: Falls City Broadcasting Corp., Falls City, 
denied new station to be operated on 1310 ke with 100 
watts, commish supporting Examiner R. L. Walker. 

New York: Knickerbocker Broadcasting Co., Ince., 
New York, granted new high frequency station to be 
operated on an experimental basis on 26,550 ke with 
100 watts (to be located in Flushing). 

North Carolina: Virgil V. Evans, Gastonia, denied 
new station to be operated on 1420 ke with 100 watts, 
Examiner John P. Bramhall sustained. 

Ohio: WSAI, Crosley Radio Corp., Cincinnati, appli- 
cation for daytime power boost from 2% to 5 kw dis- 
missed at applicant’s request. 

Pennsylvania: WQAN, Scranton Times, Scranton, 
granted juice-jump from 500 watts to 1 kw; WRAX, 
Philadelphia, granted special authority to increase 
power to 1 kw to counteract interference caused by 
CMX, Havana, Cuba; WWJ, Detroit, and KPRC, Hous- 
ton, Tex. 

Texas: State Capitol Broadcasting Association, Aus- 
tin, granted néw daytime station to be operated on 1120 
ke with 1 kw, specified hours—all hours not used by 
WTAW, College Station—commish reversing Examiner 
R. L. Walker; Radio Enterprises, Lufkin, denied new 
station to be operated daytimes on 1310 ke with 100 
watts, Examiner P. W. Seward sustained; Red Lands 
Broadcasting Association, Lufkin, granted new day- 
time station to be operated on 1310 kc with 100 watts, 
Examiner Seward upheld. 


SET FOR HEARING 


Louisiana: William C. Smith, Bogalusa, new station 
to be operated on 1310 kc with 100 watts; WDSU, New 
Orleans, jump power from 1 to 5 kw, install new 
equipment and directional antenna system. 

Maryland: WFBR, Baltimore, boost power from 500 
watts, 1 kw days, to 5 kw, install new equipment and 
directional antenna system for day and night use. 

Massachusetts: WAAB, Yankee Network, Inc., Boston, 


granted reduction of 


permission to use transmitter Type W. E. 106-B as al- 
ternate transmitter. 


Texas: M. M. Valentine, Laredo, new station to be 
operated on 1500 ke with 100 watts nights, 250 watts 
days. 

Virginia: WLVA, Lynchburg, change frequency from 
1200 to 1390 kc, increase power from 100 watts nights, 
250 watts days, to 500 watts, install directional antenna 
system for night use. 


NEW APPLICATIONS 


California: Floyd A. Parton, San Jose, new station 
to be operated on 1170 kc with 250 watts, days only. 

Florida: Panama City Broadcasting Company, 
Panama City, new station to be operated on 1420 kc 
with 100 watts, days only. 

Iowa: Western Audiphone Co., Ottumwa, new station 
to be operated on 1420 kc with 100 watts, 


New York: National Broadcasting Co., New York, 
extension of authority to transmit recorded programs 
to all broadcast stations in Canada, licensed to operate 
by the Canadian Government, which may be _ heard 
consistently in the U. S.” 


Oregon: Pacific Radio Corporation, Grants Pass, new 
station to be operated on 1320 ke with 500 watts, days 
only. 

Pennsylvania: WFIL, Philadelphia, boost day power 
from 1 to 5 kw, install new transmitter and directional 
antenna for daytime use. 

Texas: KRGV, Weslaco, authority to transfer control 
of corporation from M. S. Niles to O. L. Taylor, Gene 
Howe and T. E. Snowden, 320 shares common stock. 


EXAMINERS’ REPORTS 


Georgia: Failure to put in an appearance at an FCC 
hearing probably cost Phillip Jackson of Brunswick a 
new daytime station. Dismissal with prejudice was 
recommended by Examiner John P. Bramhall, after 
preparation had been made for a hearing, at the 
expense of the government, with only one attorney, 
representing the commish, present at the proceedings. 
Jackson’s application was for 1420 ke with 100 watts. 

Nevada: Application of John D. Fields, Inc., of Las 
Vegas, should be tossed out with prejudice, according 
to a report by Examiner P. W. Seward. Fields filed 
application for dismissal one day before case was set 
for hearing. Request had been for a smallie on 1370 kc. 

New Mexico: Daytime smallie for Hobbs was recom- 
mended by Examiner Melvin H. Dalberg. W. E. Whit- 
more, who holds a controlling interest in KGFL, Ros- 
well, and has been operating the transmitter, was given 
the green light by Dalberg apparently on the strength 
of his ownership of 1,497 shares of KGFL stock valued 
at $10 per share. Other assets included $3,000 in Lib- 
erty Bonds, owned by Whitmore’s wife, $1,765 in cash, 
$750 worth of diamonds and a handful of small per- 
sonal accounts ‘said to be collectable.’ 

Station, which would operate days only, would use 
the 1500 ke frequency with 100 watts. Whitmore was 
represented by Frank Stollenwerck. 

Texas: Dismissal without prejudice was recommend- 
ed for the application of the Amarillo Broadcasting Co, 
by Examiner Dalberg. Applicant followed commish 
proprieties in requesting withdrawal of the request for 
a 100-watter on 1500 kc. 








Echoes to Coronation Broadcasts: 


South Africa Irked by Radio Hoax 


FARM SERVICE IN BALTO; 
EARLY A.M. EPIDEMIC 


Baltimore, July 13. 
It’s getting to be a battle of ‘first 
on the air’ between WFBR and 
WBAL here with members of both 













and His 
Orchestra 
2ND YEAR 


Viennese Roof 
HOTEL ST. REGIS 


Capetown, June 14, 
Radio circles hereabouts are in a 


fever over alleged ether fakes pulled 
off by the South African Broadcast- 
ing Corp. during the coronation. 
Yowls of everything from ‘shame’ to 
‘murder’ are being heard. Not only 
was the hoaxing shady dealing to 
dialers, it is charged, but was an 
insult to the King and Queen. Corpo- 
ration execs are trying to play 
ostrich while the uproar rages, but 
are catching plenty of abuse. 
According to the accusations, it 
had been announced by Broadcasting 
Corp. officials that during the Empire 
broadcast on coronation day a 
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sugar planter would air messages of 
loyalty. Instead, phoney messages by 
studio artists were broadcast from 
the Capetown studios, it is alleged. 


While those charges still had local 
dialers in a sweat, it was further 
brought out that on the same.coro- 
nation airing the supposed broadcast 
of lion roars from the Kruger Na- 
tional Park was actually only an 
electrical transcription previously 
made from Samson, a tame lion in 
the Pretoria Zoo. Listeners, recall- 
ing their shivers while an announcer 
had hysterically described the lions 
rushing wildly about the Park and 
once actually brushing by the mike, 
sizzled a few degrees nearer boiling. 


Newspapers kave been plastering 
the Broadcasting Corp. execs, point- 
ing out that such tactics, tabu in 
England and America, are likely to 
bring South African radio into dis- 
repute abroad and seriously set back 
the country’s broadcasting. Demands 
are being heard for the resignation 
of the Corporation Board and those 
responsible for the hoax. 


Statements have been issued by 
the Corporation that it is satisfied 
with all the circumstances of the 
coronation program and that Kruger 
National Park broadcasts were in 
‘accordance with just practice. 


staffs wondering whether night shifts 
will soon be needed. 

Aiming: for rural listener follow- 
ing, WFBR some weeks ago inaugu- 
rated a program of farm news, 
weather reports, time signals and 
musical recordings with commercial 
spots spliced in between, taking air 
each morning at 6:30, a half hour 
earlier than other local stations. 

Beginning this week, WBAL goes 
on with a similar program at 6:00. 
No word yet from town’s other two 
stations but considerable talk cur- 
rent suggesting hotel accommoda- 
tions at studios for announcers as- 
signed to these eye-openers, 





Curtis Cluss has joined WGH, Nor- 
folk, as sales force member and part- 
time announcer. 


—_—_— 
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ARTHUR LUCAS TESTIFIES 


Appears Before FCC Examiner on 
Savannah Petition 








Atlanta, July 13, 
Arthur Lucas, prez of WRDw, 


Augusta, Ga., and treasurer of Lucas 
& Jenkins, Inc., which operates 
chain of theatres in Georgia, back. 
ing up his application for a new sta. 
tion in Savannah, Ga., last week told 
a FCC exdminer in Washington, 
D. C., that the proposed new station 
would cost between $20,000 and 
$25,000 and estimated that its oper- 
ating cost would range around $1,800 


per month. He further declared it 
would not be affiliated with any 
chain, 


Replying to queries by counsel for 
WTOC, Savannah, and Seaboard 
Broadcasting Corp., also of Savan- 
nah, Lucas declared he was not in« 
terested financially in a station Jack 
Brantley proposed to build in Savan- 
nah, application for which was nixed 
by FCC a year ago. He also stated 
Brantley had no interest in the sta- 
tion he (Lucas) now seeks author- 
ity to operate. 
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necessitated by technical and prac- | 
tical: difficulties and there was no | 
intention of misleading the public.’ 
Public merely gives those deciara- 
tions the horse whinny and is re- 
doubling its clamor that ‘something 
be done.’ 





Richard Belt, announcer at WBNS, | 
Columbus, is recovering from an ap- | 
pendectomy in a Dayton, Ohio, hos- | 
pital. ' 
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Way Down South... 
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On August 1. the nationalization of the NBC Blue Net- 
work takes a long step towards completion. For. on 
that date, ten stations. in someof the richest and most 
populous sections of the South. become Blue affiliates. 

Since January 1. 1936, when the complete Trans- 
continental Blue Network was launched. Blue Net- 


work coverage of the nation’s important markets has 


a” - - 
- 


Stat 








been intensified by the addition of 37 stations, in- 
cluding these new Southern affiliates. Ask your near- 
est NBC office for costs and market data. 

+ * * 
Special Radio Programs and Local Ady erlising in these 
markets will be used by the stations to build even 


greater audience interest for Blue Network Advertisers! 
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A RADIO CORPORATION OF AMERICA SERVICE 
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Mull Cavalcade of Music As Spec 
For N. Y. Fair Hunting for Bankroll 


Complete field of music is to be; vast music fund for the New York 
unfolded to visitors at the New York | exposition, the committee member- 
World’s Fair in 1939. Though plans/ ship also is seeking ways and means 
are known to be in formative stage,| of attracting outside capital just now. 
despite announcement of an Ad- Cash in this fund would be em- 
visory Committee on Music, massed| ployed in constructing a_ special 
bands, radio broadcasts, with the pos-| music building on the fair site, where 
sibility that the fair might provide| whole field might be covered. How- 








material for sustaining programs, and! ever, actual staging of many musical 
full treatment of opera are part of! productions, bands and other such| 
ideas now being mulled. | enterprises would be put on at the) 

Committee contains names of dis-| !arge amphitheatre (with island | 


tinguished musicians and music a for building 
— : S r 
patrons in U. S, Though the an- ha appropri ate re gts | 
. ; <4 c > 
nounced plan is to present all forms This is segregatec rom e mai 


amusement zone but on the lagoon. 
Success of operas at Jones Beach 
has prompted some higher exposition 
minds to lean towards idea of staging 
some similar outdoor operatic season 
at the fair. Number of Metropolitan 
Opera stars and those identified with 
lit on the advisory committee sup- 
© ea such plan. 


Massed Bands 


However, the idea of using massed 
bands with numerous band units in- 
vited to the world’s fair for extended 
competition intrigues others. Prob- 
ably would follow the general idea 
employed at national American 
Legion conventions, only, that the 
competitive band organizations pre- 
sumably would compete over a 
period of a month or more, with 
these smaller groups comprising 
semi-finals in contest. However, it 
would give the fair a chance to em- 
ploy the band panoply idea with 10 
or more massed every four weeks 
or so for spectacular effect. 

General chairman of the advisory 
committee is Allen Wardwell, direc- 
tor of the Met, with Mrs. Vincent 
Astor and Marshall Field as vice- 
chairmen. 

WITH Radio is represented on the com- 
mittee by Howard Barlow, of Co- 
lumbia Broadcasting System, and 


Let’s Have Another Frank Black and Walter Damrosch, 


° of National Broadcasting Co., latter 
Cigarette | being musical counsel. Metropolitan 
is represented, in addition to Ward- 
well, by Mrs. August Belmont, chair- 
man of Met Opera Guild; Lucrezia 
Bori, soprano of the Metropolitan; 
Lawrence Tibbett, baritone of Met; 
and Edward Johnson, director of the 
opera company. 


Joseph Schmidt’s Tour 


Joseph Schmidt, German tenor, is 
being brought” over by Sol Hurok 
next year. Arriving in mid-Novem- 
ber, singer will be booked for an 
across-country swing of concert 
stands by NBC Artists Service. 

Hurok is still in Europe, digging 
up talent for next season dating; 
agent will not return to the U. S. 
until September. Schmidt is the 
first foreign performer definitely set 
for importation, 


of music the advisory committee} 
right now is most concerned with| 
getting the essential fund together 
to put on proposed projects. Al- 
though committee members, who} 
long have been identified as giving | 
liberally to forward better music, 
probably will furnish nucleus to a| 











Tops in the Music Business 


My Cabin of Dreams 
Gone With The Wind 


The You And Me 
That Used To Be 


Carelessly 


ee 


Coming, ANew RKO Musical 
‘Life of the Party’ 





Roses In December 
Yankee Doodle Band 
So You Won’t Sing 
Chirp A Little Ditty 
The Life Of The Party 


Irving Berlin, inc. 


799 Seventh Ave., New York 
‘4 HARRY LINK, Gen. Prof. Mgr. 


























E. St. Louis Projects Dropped 


St. Louis, July 13. 

The East St. Louis, Ill., WPA Dis- 
trict will abandon two music proj- 
ects Thursday (15) according to Fred 
G. Austin, district WPA director. No 
reason was given for closing down 
projects. 
Work for 22 unemployed tooters 
was furnished by the projects which 
included a string ensemble and a 
dance ork. 


DUKE’S 


New Smash Hits 
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The Nation-Wide Hit 


SEPTEMBER 
IN THE RAIN 


By WARREN and DUBIN 





REMICK MUSIC CORP. 


1250 Sixth Ave., RCA Bidg., N. ¥. 


EXCLUSIVE PUBLICATIONS, CHARLIE WARREN. Pret. Mgr. 


1619 BROADWAY 


Inc 
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Hits from the RKO Radio Picture, “NEW FACES OF 1937” 


LOVE IS NEVER OUT OF SEASON 
OUR PENTHOUSE ON THIRD AVENUE 


From BEN MARDEN’S SMART RIVIERA REVUE 


THE IMAGE OF YOU 


From THE PAN AMERICAN CASINO REVUE 


DON’T YOU KNOW OR DON’T YOU CARE 


LEO FEIST, Inc. * 1629 BROADWAY *© NEW YORK 

















stage) for which the state of N. Y.| 


| Already 


Jooss Due Back 





Jooss Ballet is planning to return 
to America early in October for a 


tour extending to the Coast, Canada 
and into Cuba and Mexico. At pres- 
ent resting at Dartington Hall, Dev- 
onshire, England. Just completed an 
engagement in Paris. 

Columbia Concerts Corp. handling. 


MARTINELLI’S TOUR 
GREATLY EXTENDED 


Giovanni Martinelli will sing 
nearly double the number of dates 
this winter that he had last season. 
set for 20 New York per- 
ifomances with the Metropolitan 
Opera Company, in addition to an 
indefinite number of road dates. 
Opens the San Francisco season Oct. 
15 and the Chicago season Oct: 30. 
First St. Louis appearance of the 
season is Nov. 24. 

Currently vacationing at his home 
in Italy after 14 performances dur- 
ing the coronation season with the 
Covent Garden Opera, the tenor is 
set for five dates in France during 
August. Michael de Pace + ie 





St. Lit Voice Lee Ts 


St. Louis, July 13. 

Mme. Erma Sack, European grand 
opera star, will make appearance 
here next fall in ‘Rigoletti,’ first of 
operas to be presented by St. Louis 
Opera Co. in Municipal Auditorium, 
under management of Director Guy 
Golteman. Mme. Sack will sing role 
of ‘Gilda,’ with Robert Wedde, Met 
baritone, as ‘Rigoletti,’ and Armand 
Tokatyan, Met tenor, as the ‘Duke.’ 
Following ‘Rigoletti’ will be ‘Car- 
men,’ ‘Faust,’ ‘Tristan and Isolde’ 
and another to be selected later. 

Other artists signatured for ap- 
pearance here during the season are 
Feodor Chaliapin, Kirsten Flagstad, 
Giovanni Martinelli, Bruna Castagna, 
Paul Althouse, Lucy Moore and John 
Gurney, -who made several appear- 
ances during the outdoor municipal 
opera season. 


Robin Hood Blah 


Philadelphia, July 13, 
Biz continued apathetic during 
second week of Robin Hood Dell 
concerts. Gross was mediocre at 
$11,500 for six nights, representing 
about 20,000 kicks of the wicket. 
This was $500 less than coined open- 
ing week with only five concerts. 
Double fee is charged at the gate, 
or two stubs torn from. season 
books, on nights featuring w.k. so- 
loists or operaites. 














Spontaneous Demand? 


Shapiro, Bernstein & Co. has ac- 
quired the ‘publication rights to 
‘Roses in the Rain.’ Tune had been 
aired for some time over WSB, At- 
lanta, and when it started getting 
calls at the jobbers Shapiro-Bern- 
stein got in touch with the writers, 
all of whom are natives of Atlanta. 

They are Remus Harris, son of 
Joel Chandler Harris, Cliff Stodgill 
and Irving Melsher. 


Bob Weede in Opera 


Robert Weede opens the season 
with the St. Louis Opera Company 
on November 22, singing the title 
part in ‘Rigoletto.’ Also set for three 
other performances there during the 
season. 

Michael de Pace handling. 








Musie Notes 


Witmark’s professional staff is 
clearing the decks for work on the 
Warren and Dubin score of ‘Mr. 
Dodds Takes to the Air.’ Tunes are 
‘Am I in Love?’ ‘Here Comes the 
Sandman,’ ‘The Girl You Used to Be’ 

















and ‘Remember Me.’ Film’s release 
date is Aug. 21. 





Max Steiner has completed scoring 
‘That Certain Woman’ at Warners. 

| Rocco Vocco, gen. professional 
| mgr. of the Warner Bros. music in- 
| terests, returns today (Wednesday) 
| from, a stay of several weeks on the 
| Coast. 


Irving Berlin will publish four 
;numbeis from Jimmy  Cagney’s 
|‘Something to Sing About.’ They 
are, “‘That’s What Loving You Did 
for Me,’ ‘Right or Wrong,’ ‘Out of 








(Continued on page 61) 





Last Week’s 15 Best Sellers 





Sailboat in the Moonlight ......e. 
Merry-Go-Round Broke Down ,.. 
[BH weet Latlani ascivsvesinceses 
OPS Free i ca cae ve ee oaks veee 
You and Me That Used to Be..... 
*Never in a Million Years.....cece 
*September in the Rain ...ccceces 


eeeee 


* Indicates filmusical song, 
others, are pops. 





It Locks Like PRO kik as60eddcdecdscsccceoeissceces Morris 


+Where or WHEN. 6 cccccccccsdeccccccccccccescesoces Chappell 


* Indicates stage production song. 


occccccceesoecees. Crawford 
ccccccccccceccecss Harms 
ccccccccecccceces Select 
cccccccccccccccoced AMOUS 
ecccccvccccececcees Berlin 
ecccccccccoesceee sRODbING 
occccceccesoccces Remick 








© Wan 10 Beer. evs dacs c vedo ockadnsdececseedéuedeces sey wOy 
*Cause My Baby Says It’s So. .ccccccccccccccecccccee  memick 
TOOGROUEE ootkdeiccceesé dwh 6 Chobe soos 400 60neGebnséoehantO | 
Ba RR oS a ee eccccecccccees Miller | 
STurn GO the Boom .cédcvcesisicceve besuceewesecncar Deemer } 
PO Set Bee Ms 6 als o ck 6 ccceckaccce eeccccsas Harms 


i 
The ! 





BALLET CARAVAN IN 
SAYBROOK TRY-OUTS 


Premieres of three ballets, ‘Yankee 
Clipper,’ ‘Show Piece’ and ‘Folk 
Dance,’ are being given this week by 
the Ballet Caravan at the Town Hall, 
Saybrook, Conn, Lincoln Kirstein is | 
director. 

‘Yankee Clipper’ has a score by | 
Paul Bowles, with choreography by | 
Eugene Loring. ‘Show Piece’ has| 
music by Robert MacBride and| 
choreography hy Erick Hawkins. 
‘Folk Dance’ has a score by Emanuel 
Chabrier and choreography by 
Douglas Coudy. Charles Rain did 
the costumes for “Yankee Clipper’ 
and ‘Folk Dance,’ while those for 
‘Show Piece’ are by Keith Martin, 

In addition to the premieres, old 
ballets to be repeated during the 
week are ‘Promenade,’ ‘Encounter’ 
and ‘Harlequin for President.’ 











ROCKWELL IN SPLINTS 


Fall Breaks Right Wrist and Left 
Forearm 








Plan which Tom Rockwell, of 
Rockwell-O’Keefe, had of coming to 
New York in four weeks for an ex- 
tensive stay at the home office is out 
because of an accident he suffered 
on his California ranch. He fell 
from a horse and fractured the right 
wrist and the left forearm. 

Rockwell stayed in the hospital 
but a few days. He expects to re- 
sume soon at his Hollywood office, 
despite the slat impediments. 


John Paine Due Back 


John G. Paine, gen. mgr. of the 
American Society of Composers, Au- 
thors and Publishers, returns from 
Europe this Saturday (17). 

He sailed June 9 to attend the 12th 
International Congress of the Feder- 
ation of Performing Rights Societies 
in Paris. 
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HOAGY CARMICHAEL’S 


OLD MAN MOON 


From Hai Roach’s MGM Prod. “Topper” 























The song with the Hawaiian flavor 


LITTLE HEAVEN OF 
THE SEVEN SEAS 


By Scholi and jerame 
Writers of ‘‘Buckaroo’’ 





From “CHEROKEE STRIP” 


MY LITTLE BUCKAROO 


M. WITMARK & SONS | 
1250 Sixth Ave., RCA Bidg., N. ¥. 


SOLLY COHN, Prof. bate 




















Will Hudson's Latest ™ 


YOU'RE MY DESIRE 


Sensational Song Hit Fron 


RKO “New Faces of 1937" 
PECKIN 


The New Summer Sensation! 


IS THIS GONNA BE 
MY LUCKY SUMMER 


Season’s Loveliest Ballad 


MOON AT SEA 


The Comedy Hit of 1937 


TODAY | AM A MAN 


Officially Approved 
Roosevelt-Du Pont Love Song 


OU ARE THE REASON 


FOR MY 
LOVE SONG 


Mus Music, tne. 


1ot? BROADWAY aw yoar, ™. ¥. 





























Announcing 

Three Big Song Hits 
from “SING AND BE HAPPY” 
The New 20th Century-Fox 
Masical 


‘Sing and Be Happy’ 
‘What A 
Beautiful Beginning’ 
‘Travelin’ Light’ 


\” MOVIETONE 
Vithy (a CORPORATION 


SAM FOX PUBLISHING C 
1250 SIXTH AVENUE. 


NEW YORK 























“POLYNESIAN ROMANCE” 
“JUST ABOUT RIGHT” 


By lLysle Tomerlin and Andy [ona 
Long - Writers of “SOUTH 
SEA ISLAND MAGIC” 
VANGUARD SONGS 
6411 Hollywood Blvd., Holly wood, Cal. 
JULIO ALONSO, Prof. Mgr. 























THE MERRY-GO-RO 
BORN TO LOVE 

THE MOON IS IN 

I'M HATIN’ THIS 


and Fred Waring and his Pennsyl 








IN PREPARATION—Dick Whiting 
scene from Warner Bros. “VARSITY SHOW,” starring Dick Powell 


HARMS, Inc., R.C.A. Bidg., N.Y.C. 


UND BROKE DOWN 
VIENNA DREAMS 
TEARS TONIGHT 

WAITIN’ AROUND 


and Johnny Mercer's smash 


vanians, 


Mack Goldman, Prof. Mar- 
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| Gershwin Reminiscences _ 


The Stravinsky Stery 
As a songsmith who, despite his 

‘art,’ was always in: the big money, 
it recalls the nifty when Gershwin 
cabled Igor Stravinsky how much it 
would cost him to take lessons in 
execution from the Great Russian 
composer. Stravinsky, then due 
over for his first Carnegie Hall con- 
cert, cabled back, ‘How much do 
you earn a year?’ Gershwin wired 
back a figure of around $150,000 per 
annum, whereupon Stravinsky re- 
plied, 7’ll remain here, you come 
over and teach me.’ 

Brother Clicked on Own 


Saga of Ira Gershwin, his lyric 
writing brother, is significant. At 
first Ira wrote under the nom-de- 
plume of Arthur Francis, named 
after another brother (Arthur) and 
Frances Gershwin (Mrs. Leopold 
Godowsky, Jr.), the idea being not 
to trade on George's reputation. 
Later, with the composer-brother 


getting all the plaudits, Ira’s text. 


came to attention, but chiefly on 
its merits. 

i In Other Directions 

George Gershwin on the side was 
quite a painter. Some of his works 
sold and were widely acclaimed. He 
was also active as a collector. 

‘Rhapsodie’ Started : Plenty 

On his Feb. 12, .1924, world debut 
of the now renowned ‘Rhapsodie in 
Blue,’ the critics took Paul White- 
man’s Aeolian Hall concert very se- 
riously because of the ‘Rhapsodie.’ 
Since then the linking of Whiteman 
with Gershwin has been synony- 
mous and inseparable. So much so 
that when Universal insisted upon 
the strains cf the ‘Rhapsodie’ for 
Whiteman’s ‘King of Jazz’ film in 
1928, it paid $50,000 for the screen 
rights. 

This was upon Max Dreyfus’ in- 
sistence since the head of Harms, 
Inc., and patron of Gershwin, felt 
that the composer couldn’t be com- 
pensated in the usual manner of 
sheet music sales. Universal paid, 
although in another instance, when 
the Warner Bros.-ASCAP schism 
arose, and Gershwin was personally 
piqued at the technicality which 
kept his “‘Rhapsodie’ away from 
Whiteman’s broadcast usage as a 
theme strain, he couldn't help him-‘ 
self. It wasn’t a matter of econ- 
omics then. 

A Grand Right 

Gershwin’s ‘Rhapsodie’ along with 
his ‘Concerto in F,’ ‘An American 
in Paris,’ ete. when performed, 
fetched fancy fees as a ‘grand right’ 
from the American Society of Com- 
posers, Authors and _ Publishers. 
Something like $50 per performance, 
akin to the arrangement when per- 
forming Maurice Ravel's ‘Bolero,’ 
was the means of economically com- 
pensating the composer. 

Gershwins had two music publish- 
ing businesses with two channels. 
Recently formed Gershwin Publish- 
ing Corp. is affiliated with Chappell 
(Max and Louis Dreyfus, Henry 
Spitzer), and the former New World 
Music Co. is a subsid of Harms, Inc., 
a Warner Bros. property, but like- 
wise directed by Max Dreyfus. 

Double Blow fer Dreyfus 

No person, the music trade agrees, 
will feel the passing of George 
Gershwin more keenly than Max 
Dreyfus. Relationship between these 
two far transcended that of business. 
It was a mutual affection and ap- 
preciation that grew with the pass- 
ing years. Dreyfus has always 
ranked his discovery, maturing and 
development of Gershwin as the 
greatest achievement of his publish- 
ing career. Gershwin dated his rise 
from the time that Dreyfus took 
him into Harms, following an in- 
troduction by Harry Askin, manager 
of the late John Philip Sousa. 

Gershwin’s death came on the 
heels of another hard blow which 
Dreyfus had received. Latter was 
the news that Jerome Kern, his 
other top-flight writer and close 
friend, had become so il that phy- 
Sicilians had ordered him to refrain 
from any work for at least a year. 

Extremely Exacting 

Tin Pan Alley knew Gershwin as 
a decidedly reserved and somewhat 
timid fellow even after he had 
reached the heights. He was not 
inclined to concern himself with 
the business end of music, leay ng 
that to Dreyfus, his lawyer. A. M. 
Wattenberg, and other advisors, He 
Was never known to show an in- 
terest in accumulating wealth. How 
exacting he could be about his work 
Was disclosed by the fact that he 
took two years to write ‘Porgy and 
Bess,’ orchestrating every line of it 
himself. 

Not a Smash Seller 

Gershwin never during his career 
tated as a writer of commercial songs. 





Few of them ever got into the smash 
class as sheet sellers. He was fre- 
quently turning down commercial 
propositions. It took much persua- 
sion to get him to accept Feen-a- 
mint’s offer of a series on the air a 
couple seasons back. Gershwin did 
not enjoy writing for pictures. In 
a letter to Wattenberg recently he 
wrote that it would be a long time 
before he would take another as- 
signment. 

Gershwin’s works, which are ex- 
pected to grow in value with the 
Passing years, are controlled with 
but two exceptions by the Warner 
Bros. publishing group. The major 
part of his writings is in the Harms, 
Inc., catalog. Another portion is in 
the New World Music Corp., a War- 
ner subsid, of which the composer 
owned 331/3%. Dreyfus, following 
WB’s withdrawal from the American 
Society of Composers, Authors and 
Publishers in 1935, organized with 
the composer the George Gershwin 
Publishing Co. At his death this cata- 
log consisted of ‘Porgy and Bess’ 
and the score of the RKO-Fred As- 
taire production, ‘Shall We Dance?’ 
This catalog will also absorb the five 
tunes he had written for the ‘Goid- 
wyn Follies.’ Latter score lacked but 
two more numbers to completion. 

In the New World catalog are the 
scores of ‘Of Thee I Sing,’ ‘Funny 
Face,’ ‘Girl Crazy,’ ‘Rosalie,’ ‘Strike 
Up the Band,’ ‘American in Paris’ 
and ‘Delicious.’ ‘Rhapsody in Blue,’ 
like rnost of his other big successes, 
are in the Harms list. 


WBS ASCAP CUT 
TOTALS $122,000 


Warner Bros. publishing group got 
a total of $122,000 as its share of the 
royalty plum distributed by the 
American Society of Composers, Au- 
thors and Publishers for the second 
quarter of this year. These same 
firms, which comprise Harms, Inc., 
Witmark, Remick, T. B. Harms Co. 
and: New World Music Corp., col- 
lected $77,000 for the previous quar- 
ter. Tilt was due largely to the re- 
cent adjustments of the availability 
point ratings of the first three firms. 

With the latest availability read- 
justment allowing Harms 750 and 
putting it in a class by itself, the 
second quarter of 1937 brought that 
concern a dividend of $46,000. It re- 
ceived $30,000 for the first quarter 
of this year. Firms in the 500 avail- 
ability point division, or the next 
highest in the publishers list, ob- 
tained from $25,000 to $30,000 as their 
portions for the past quarter. 

Collections for the second quarter 
of this year were near $1,200,000, 
while the split figured 9% under 
what it had been the first quarter of 
°37. Class AA writers got around 
$4,200 this time. It was $4,600 the 
quarter before and $3,600 for the final 
quarter of ’36. 


CHIZ BIZ IN E. T.’S 


Orchestra Leaders ‘Suggest’ 
On Mechanical Royalties 














Divvy 





Music publishers are being solic- 
ited more than ever for royalty kick- 
backs by band leaders with electrical 
transcription assignments. Even 
when they have nothing to do with 
the picking of the numbers, such 
batonists have no qualms about call- 
ing up a publisher and asking 
whether he would be agreeable to 
splitting 50-50 on all fees collected 
from the manufacturer or the ad 
agency. 

As far as the trade knows no im- 
portant publishing firm makes a 
practice of doing any divvying with 
leaders on that score. As it is the 
publisher’s end is but 50% on pro- 
duction numbers and 66 2-3% on pop 
or standard time, with the balance 
going to the writers. Even if they 
were inclined to take care of the 
band leaders, the publisher wouldn't 
net enough to make it worth the 
bother. 

Biggest gravy getters from tran- 
scription are still the Warner Bros. 
firms, Harms and Witmark, with 
their operetta, show and standard 
tunes heading the catalogs of both 
program libraries and commercial 
transcriptions. 


Halsted to Muehlebach 
Chicago, July 13. 
Local Consolidated Radio Artists 
office set Henry Halsted band for 
Muehlebach hotel, Kansas City, to 
open July 23. 
Booking is for four weeks. 








Services East and West 


Los Angeles, July 13. 

Services for George Gershwin will 
be held here Thursday (15) simul- 
taneously with those being held in 
New York. Body entrained east 
Monday (12) with Ira Gershwin, 
brother, following next day by plane. 
Burial will be made in family plot 
in New York after services at Tem- 
ple Emanu-E]l there. Gershwin’s body 
will repose next to his father. 

Memorial committee composed of 
Irving Berlin, Moss Hart, L. Wolfe 
Gilbert, Sigmund Romberg and 








Arthur Lyons have issued invitations | 


to those to participate in services 
here at B’nai B’rith Temple. Rabbi 
Edgar F. Mangin will conduct the 
service with eulogy to be read by 
Oscar Hammerstein II. 

Those on dais will be Hammer- 


| stein, Adolph Zukor, Wolfe Gilbert, 


Edward G. Robinson, Vincente Mi- 
nelli, Gus Schirmer, Darryl Zanuck, 
Chas. R. Rogers, Jerome Kern, Rich- 
ard Rodgers, Lorenz Hart, Marc 
Connelly, Harry Cohn, David Selz- 
nick, Rouben Mamoulian, Ernst 
Lubitsch, Ben Bloom, Alex Aarons, 
Henry R. Spitzer, Frank Capra, Alex 
Steinert, Edgar Selwyn, George 
Pallay, Buddy De Sylva, Sam Katz, 
Oscar Levant, Sam Briskin, J. L. 


Warner, H. M. Warner, Moss Hart, 
Arthur S. Lyons, Robert Mont- 
gomery, Dr. Arnold Schoenberg, 


Otto Klemperer, Ernest Toch, Samuel 
Goldwyn, Pandro Berman, Fred 
Astaire, Irving Berlin, Lillian Hell- 


man, Dashiell Hammett, Eddie 
Cantor, Alfred Newman, Arthur 
Kober, Charles Chaplin, Fannie 


Brice, Elizabeth Myers, Boris Morros. 

Honorary ushers are Arthur Freed, 
Louis Alter, J. Keirn Brennan, 
David Diamond, Dave Dreyer, Jay 
Gourney, Gus Kahn, Osear Rasbach, 
Jimmy McHugh, Aibert Von Tilzer, 
Richard Whiting, Jack Yellen, Walter 
Donaldson, Philip Cohen, Johnny 
Green, Sam Coslow, Bernie Gross- 
man, Mack Gordon, Harry Revel, 
Lew Pollack, Ralph Rainger, Sid Sil- 
vers, Hugo Riesenfeld, Nathaniel 
Shilkret, Frederick V. Bowers, Sid- 
ney Clare, Victor Schertzinger, 
Charles Tobin, Gus Edwards, Al 
Dubin, R. H. Burnside, Bing Crosby, 
Herbert Stothart and Victor Young. 





Pallbearers 

List of honorary pallbearers. in 
N. Y. include Gov. H. H. Lehman, 
Mayor F. H. La Guardia, Franklin 
P. Adams, Fred Ahlert, Emanuel 
Alexander, George Backer, Dr. Ira 
Berlove, Ben Bernie, Frank Black, 
Paul Block, Saul Bornstein J. J. 
Bregman, A. O. Brown, Gene Buck, 
Irving Caesar, Abram Chasin, Judge 
Close, George M. Cohan, Frank 
Crowninshield, Walter Damrosch, 
Walter Douglas, Max Dreyfus, Ver- 
non Duke, George Fischer, Walter 


Fischer, Vinton Freediey, Leopold 
Godowsky, John Golden, Edwin 
Franko Goldman, Ferde _ Grofe, 


Arthur Hammerstein, W. C. Handy, 
Otto Harbach, Sam H. Harris, Harry 
Hershfield, Josef Hoffman, Raymond 
Hubbell, Henry Ittleson, George S. 
Kaufman, Jules Levey, Guy Lom- 
bardo, Alfred J. McCosker, George 
W. Meyer, Jack Mills, Emil Moss- 
bacher, Conde Nast, Max Rosen, 
David Sarnoff, Richard Simon, Alex- 
ander Smallens, Oley Speaks, Herbert 
Bayard Swope, Deems Taylor, Harry 
Von Tilzer, Will Von Tilzer, James 








ASCAP Falls into Joining Mood: 





George Gershwin Who Rhapsodized ib 
Jazz Dies in Hollywood at Age of 38 





George Gershwin, 38, one of the 
leaders of modern musical composi- 
tion, died in the Cedars of Lebanon 
hospital, Los Angeles, July 11, a few 
hours after an emergency operation 
had been performed for the removal 
of a tumor in his brain, He had been 
ill for about a month, but rallied a 
couple of weeks ago, and his physi- 
cians permitted his return to his 
hotel. A week ago a change for 
the worse occurred and a call was 


sent for Dr. Walter Dandy, brain 
specialist in Johns Hopkins hospi- 
tal, Baltimore. Dr. Dandy started 


to fly to the Coast, but was turned 
back at Newark airport when in- 
formed that adverse conditions had 
made an immediate operation im- 
perative. 

Delicate operation was performed 
by Dr. Gabriel Segall, aided by Drs. 
Car] Rain, Eugene Ziskind and How- 
ard Nafziger, the latter a specialist 
of the University of California. It 
consumed four hours, his brother, 
Ira Gershwin, remaining in the op- 
erating room through its duration. 
Five hours later George Gershwin 
was dead. 


Hollywood was shocked by the 
news and immediately arranged for 
memorial services for Thursday 
morning at Temple B'nai B'rith, with 
a eulogy by Oscar Hammerstein, 2d, 
representing the American Society 
of Composers, Authors and Publish- 
ers. It is the plan to have a similar 
service in New York at 2 p.m. in 
Temple Emanu-El. Body was taken 
to New York Monday (12) by Ira 
Gershwin, and will repose in the Riv- 
erside Memorial chapel until taken 
to the synagogue for the final service. 
Place of interment will be decided 
by Ira. 

For four months prior to his ill- 
ness he had been working on the mu- 
sical score for the ‘Goldwyn Follies’ 
and had completed five of the seven 
tunes scheduled for that production. 
He also did the score of ‘A Damsel 
in Distress,’ the new Fred Astaire 
picture, which has just gone into pro- 
duction. 

On Monday at 5 p.m., Pacific Coast 
Time, the Mutual web made a na- 
tion-wide memorial broadcast par- 
ticipated in by Irving Berlin, Cole 
Porter, Richard Rodgers, Larry Hart, 
Leopold Stokowski, Bing Crosby and 
Frances Langford, with the Dave 
Broekman orchestra playing some of 
his best known compositions. 

Thought Pianists ‘Sissies’ 

George Gershwin was born in 
Brooklyn Sept. 26, 1898. Until he had 
reached his 12th year he displayed 
no aptitude for music and looked 
down upon those of his boy com- 
panions who studied music as sissies. 
Then his mother purchased a piano 


J. Walker, Felix Warburg, Harry’ 
Warren, Paul Whiteman and Joseph 
Young. 

Services will be conducted by 
Rabbi Nathan A, Perilman at Temple 
Emanu-El. Eulogy by Rabbi Stephen 
S. Wise. : Music by Ossip Gisken, cel- 
list, and Perole String Quartet. 





It ll Be Either AFL or CIO 


Hollywood, July 13. 
American Society of Composers, 
Authors and Publishers may join 
one of the trade unions, At least 


that’s the present tactic of E. C. 
Mills, chairman of Society’s admin- 
istrative committee. This he made 
emphatically evident at a meeting 
last Wednesday night (7) in Beverly 
Hills’ swank Victor Hugo beanery. L. 
Wolfe Gilbert, who chairmained the 
affair, counted exactly 106 noses, the 
cream of the songwriting crop. 

When Mills let go with a bit of 
union talk to ease the boys into 
what was coming, chairs began mov- 
ing around and collars were loos- 
ened. The words-and-music boys 
started milling about uneasily. To 
prepare them for what was coming, 
Mills earlier had said that ‘if to 
achieve collective bargaining we 
must be laborers, then laborers we'll 
be.’ 

Unions Have Their Inning 

Affiliation with American Federa- 
tion of Labor, Mills thought, would 
be the proper move. He told them 


so. Some one far. back wanted to 
know how about Committee of In- 
dustrial Organization. From then 
on the meetin’ house really became 
a meetin’ house. AFL backers argued 
and harangued that John Lewis’ 
CiO mob was too radical. Flung 
back into their teeth was the indict- 
ment that the Federation was much 
too tame. There was no middle 
ground to be trod. 

Within three weeks the gang on 
the eastern seaboard will get a load 
of the union move and some weeks 
later ballots will be passed around. 
If AFL wins out it will also mean 
that American Federation of Mu- 
sicians will have a new ally, as the 
two groups are automatically blended 
anyway. 

On arriving in town after attend- 
ing the ASCAP trial in Tacoma, 
Wash., Mills gave out a press state- 
ment that an aggressive campaign 
will be waged by the Society to 
fend off adverse state legislation, in- 
imical to the best interests of the 





songwriters, and now enacted into 
law in five states. 


and about the same time he heard 
Max Rosen give a violin recital at 
his school. Something wakened his 
interest and he attacked the piano 
so assiduously that a woman teacher 
was engaged. Later he studied un- 
der Charles Hambitzer, and follow- 
ing the latter’s death, with Ernest 
Hutcheson, Edward Kilenyi and Ru- 
bin Goldmark. 

But his real learning came from 
his practical experience. He began 
as song plugger for Remick when 
he was but 16 years old, getting $15 
a week. Two years later he left 
to become rehearsal pianist for ‘Miss 
1917,’ and did so well that he was 
retained by New Wayburn following 
the opening. He was used in the 
Sunday concerts given by the troupe 
and it was here that he got his first 
important performance. Vivienne Se- 
gall sang his ‘You—Just You’ and 
‘There’s More to a Kiss.’ Later he 
went into vaudeville, first as pianist 
for Louise Dresser and later for Nora 
Bayes, with an interval between the 
two with Harms. 

When he was 20 he received his 
first commission for a full score, ‘La 
La Lucille,’ which drew the attention 
of George White, for whom he wrote 
the music for the following five 
‘Scandals,’ starting with that of 1920. 
Among his product during the en- 
suing decade were ‘Our Nell’ (1922), 
‘Sweet Little Devil’ (1923), ‘Lady Be 
Good,’ ‘Primrose’ (1924), ‘Tip Toes,’ 
‘Song of the Flame’ (1925), ‘Oh, Kay"" 
(1926), ‘Strike Up the Band,’ ‘Funny 


Face,’ ‘Shake Your Feet’ (1927), 
‘Rosalie,’ “Treasure Girl’ (1928), 
‘Show Girl’ (1929), ‘Girl Crazy’ 


(1930), ‘Of Thee I Sing’ (1931), ‘Par- 
don My English’ (1932), ‘Let 'Em Eat 
Cake’ (1933). 

But his outstanding success, and 
that by which he will be best known 
to futurity was ‘A Rhapsody in Blue,’ 
first played by Paul Whiteman at his 
initial jazz concert at Aeolian Hall, 
Feb, 12, 1924, with the composer at 
the piano. It achieved an instan- 
taneous and enormous success and 
this was followed by ‘An American 
in Paris,’ played by the N. Y. Phil- 
harmonic-Symphony society under 
the baton of Dr. Damrosch. His Sec- 
ond Symphony followed in 1932, but 
did not measure up to the earlier 
work, 

His most ambitious undertaking 

was his musical version of ‘Porgy 
and Bess.’ At the time of his death 
he had been working with his 
brother and George Kaufman on a 
projected successor to ‘Of Thee I 
Sing,’ to satirize show business, but 
the demands of Hollywood delayed 
this undertaking and: not much ad- 
vancement had been made on the 
score at the time of his death. 
He is survived by his mother, Mrs. 
Rose Bruskin of Brooklyn, his broth- 
er Ira and a sister, the wife of Leo- 
pold Godowsky, of Rochester. 


COURT VICTORY 
FOR MUSIC FEES 


The Hague, July 2. 

After many lawsuits in various 
appeals, the BUMA-Bureau, which 
collects musical copyrights in Hol- 
land, has now finally won its case 
and the broadcasting associations 
will have to pay a fee for music 
which they broadcast for which 
BUMA has made arrangement with 
the authors. 

It looks as if the associations will 
have to come to some definite ar- 


rangement with BUMA, for if they 
infringe finding of courts, they are 
liable to payment of fine of $160 per 
day, 











ASCAP’s Damages 


Gene Buck, as _ president of 
ASCAP, the Mills Music Corp., Irving 
Berlin, Inc., and Donaldson, Douglas 
& Gumble, Inc., divided $2,680 in 
awards granted by Federal Judge 
William Bondy, Friday (9) against 
six restaurants and cabarets for in- 
fringing on song copyrights. Each 
defendant defaulted on the action 
and was assessed $382.90 each. 


Among them was E.K. Motzer of 
Woodmanston Inn, the “18” Club and 





The Wheel, N. Y. 


rector 
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No Theatre Jobs in Louisville, but 
Musicians Union at All-Time Peak 


Louisville, July 13. 
Employment for musicians here- 
abouts is at an all-time peak, despite 
the fact that there are no houses 
in town playing vaude, and n> or- 


| 





chestra in any of the film nvuses. 

Local situation is also unique, in that | 
Local 11, A. F. of M. has also made | 
a ruling that leaders may employ | 
non-union musicians to fill out their | 
instrumentation, in cases where} 
| players for certain instruments are | 
| unobtainable from the ranks of the 
| union. This indicates that dance | 
| musicians are practically 100% em- 

ployed. 

Great increase in number of spots 
using music from full combos down 

to three and four-piece outfits, to- 
gether with the fact that many | 
musician members of Local No. 11 | 
are with traveling bands, . has 
brought about scarcity of dance or- 

chestra men. 
Musicians’ local recently - raised | 
entrance fee from $25 to $35, and is | 
daily adding new members. Presi- | 
dent George Lafell succeeded in | 











Those BDolitic Hit Weiters = 


WARREN % DUBIN 


maintain their terrific pace 


with another sensational 


score for the 
MERVYN LEROY 


PRODUCTION 


"MR. DODD TAKES THE AIR” 


KENNY BAKER 








under which they will employ union | 
orchestras exclusively. Several | 
night spots have also discontinued | 
the open-shop policy, and will here- | 
after employ only union musicians. | 


| 


36 HOURS, $30 
PHILLY’S ‘C 
SCALE 








Most Played on Air 





Combined plugs on WEAF, 
WJZ and WABC are computed 
for the week from Sunday 
through Saturday (July 4-10) 


*Merry-Go-Round Broke Down 
(Harms) 

It Looks Like Rain 
(Morris) 

+Where or When 
(Chappell) 

Sailboat in the Moonlight 
(Crawford) 

*I Know Now 
(Remick) 

You -— Me That Used to Be 

erlin) 

*They Can't Take That Away 
(Chappell) 

*Sweet L _ee 
(Sele | 


Gone With ‘= Wind 





erlin) 

*Never ‘in a Million Years 
(Robbins) 

Toodleoo 
(Shapiro) | 

*September in the Rain 
(Remick) 

*There’s a Lull in My Life 
(Robbins) 

*Love Is Never Out of Season 
(Feist) 

*Cause My Baby Says It’s So 
(Remick) 

Cuban Pete 





(Hollywood) 
So Rare 
(Sherman-Clay) 
*All God’s Chillun Got Rhythym 
(Robbins) 
*They Ail Laughed 
(Chappell) | 
You’re My Desire 


| 


(Mills) | 
Having a Wonderful Time 
(Paull-Pioneer) 
*Wake Up and Live 
(Robbins) 
*Tomorrow Is Another Day 
(Robbins) 
+Strangers in the Dark 
(Crawford) 
Image of You 
(Feist) 


* Indicates filmusical song. 
t+ Production Number. 











Philadelphia, July 13. 

Tooters’ union has been successful 
here in the past two weeks in plac- 
ing organized bands in two niteries 
which have been open shop. Third 
one is being picketed. 

Latest spot to install men with 
cards is College Inn, uptown hotch- 
ery, which does fairly brisk biz with 
Temple University studes and nabe 
trade. A. A. Tomei, prexy of Local, 
called off his sandwich men when 
Manager Lou Tanasco agreed to 
Class C rating for the Inn. This 
allows musickers to work from nine 
to three, six days a week, for $30. 
Leader gets $37.50. 

Tomei is dissatisfied with this 
scale, but let it go for summer, 
especially as he was anxious for 
union to get a toehold here. 

* Previous nitery to succumb to 
organized labor marching ’round its 
walls was mid-city 20th Century 
Tavern. Lou Longo, who appeared 
at Earle Theatre two weeks ago 
with Benny Davis’ star specks, has 
been retained as stickswisher. Men 
are getting $42. Barney Zeeman 
band had been in. 

Now being picketed is Wilson’s, in 
West Philly, using a colored band. 
Spot seats about 1,500. Depending 
almost totally on nabe trade at 
50-cent minimum, serves more people 
and does bigger gross than any guz- 
zle and jig joint in town. 


M.WITMARK & SONS, INC. 
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YOU CAN'T RUN AWAY 
FROM LOVE Zonignt 


| KNOW NOW 
anaria is 


CAUSE MY BABY SAYS IT'S S 


THE LADY WHO COULDN 
BE KISSED 


HT ver SHANGHAI 
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Tommy Dorsey Doubling 


Tommy Dorsey, orchestra, cur- | 
rently filling a seven-week engage- 
ment on the Pennsylvania Hotel 
Roof, will double between there and 
Manhattan Beach the week of 
July 25. 

After closing at the Penn, outfit 
goes into the Steel Pier, Atlantic 
City, for one week, then goes on the 
road for a series of one-nighters 
until Labor Day. Sept. 7 he opens 
at the Ritz-Carlton Hotel, Boston, 
Mass., for two weeks, then comes 
back into his old spot at the Com- 
modore Hotel, N. Y. 


Two New Instrumental Novel- 
ties by the Publishers of 
“Nola” and “Polly” 

i atiaiihteitimemmemendl 


“CHINA DOLL 
PARADE”’ 


‘WHISTLING 
MOSE”’ 


Distinctive- Piano or 
Orchestra Specialties 








Congress Date Goes Cold 
Jimmy Dorsey will not play the 
Congress, Chicago, but instead will | 
do one-niters and theatres. Date at | 
the Congress was for four weeks, | 
starting July 22. | 


PUBLISHING COMPANY 


1250 SIXTH AVENUE 
RCA BUILOING RADIO CITY 
NEW YORK 














BROWN "AND FREED’: S$ Greatest Score 
By Far the Crowning Achievement of the Series 
M-G-M’S “BROADWAY MELODY OF 1938” 


With These “Hits to Come”: 


YOURS AND MINE 
I'M FEELIN’ LIKE A MILLION 
YOUR BROADWAY AND MY BROADWAY 
GOT A PAIR OF NEW SHOES 














Old Law Allows Wife 


93. 


| Aug. 28-Sept. 3, Jack Denny; Sept. 4, 
| Russ Morgan. 


To Attach Will Hough 


Chicago, July 13. 

Old, almost forgotten Illinois law, 
was invoked to allow Mrs. Isabel 
Lamon Hough, former actress, to 
collect $6,000 last week for support | 
from her estranged husband, Will 
M. Hough, Hollywood songwriter and 
playwright. 

Law. discovered by Theodore Har- 
deen, Jr., Mrs. Hough’s attorney, says 
a wife is entitled, to attach any 
money within the court’s jurisdic- 
tion, belonging to the husband if 
they are estranged, and he has re- 
fused to support her. 











HAROLD STERN BANKRUPT 


Markoff Listed as Owed 
$10,000 for Services ' 





Gypsy 





Harold Stern, orchestra leader, 
filed voluntary petition in bank- 
ruptcy in Federal Court, Brooklyn, 
Monday (12). Cited liabilities of $28,- 
187 and assets of $100 in clothing. 
Chief among creditors is Gypsy 
Markoff, dancer, with claim of $10,- 
000 due for services. 

Stern was officer and director of 
the Merry-Go-Round, Brooklyn 
nitery which folded last December. 





Weems Back to Karzas 


Chicago, July 13. 

Ted Weems orchestra coming back 
to the Andrew Karzas fold and will 
take up its old stand at the Trianon 
on the southside for the coming 
season, starting on Labor Day. 

Freddie Martin orchestra will hold 
down the northside Aragon band- 
stand. 





Biben Books Bands 
Philadelphia, July 13. 

Harry Biben office, Philly, has 
dated following bands into Million 
Dollar Pier, Atlantic City: 
July 10-16, Johnny Hamp; July 17- 

Clyde McCoy: July 24-30, Jan 
Savitt; July 3l-Aug. 6, Ted Lewis; 
| Aug. 7-13, Clyde Lucas; Aug. 14-20, 
| Don Bestor; Aug. 21-27, Harold Stern; 





Joe Into Johnny 
Indianapolis, July 13. 


|day (17), 


| engagement 
opening this week. 


| cocktail 


On the 


Upbeat = 





Joe Hiller, doing CRA’s band 
bookings in Western Pennsylvania, 
has placed Clyde McCoy’s orchestra 
at Stanley theatre, WB deluxer in 
Pittsburgh, for week of Aug. 27. 
Hiller also espotted Joe Venuti at 
same place for July 16. 

Duke Ellington plays a single night 
at the Waltz Dream ballroom, Atlan- 
tic City, July 23. Also booked for 
Carlin’s Park, Baltimore, tonight 
(Wednesday); Raleigh, N. C., Satur- 
and Charlotte, 
Consolidated handling. 





20. 


Carl ‘Deacon’ Moore set for the 
| following one-nighters by CRA: 
| Portsmouth, Ohio, July 19; Clarks- 
| ville. Tenn., July 20; Erwin, Texas, 
| July 28. 

. Charley Gaylor’s ork at Bill 
Green’s, Pittsburgh, again for in- 


definite return engagement, replac- 
ing Charlie Agnew after month’s 


run. MCA handled. 
Baron Elliott, Pittsburgh band 
| leader, has signed up Val Varr as 


his featured vocalist for two-week 
at Kennywood 





Mike Riley’s return to New Penn, 


| Pittsburgh, delayed due to booking 


jam and Lowry Clark filling in un- 
til Riley is available.. Don Bestor 
comes in for two weeks July 30. 





Cornelius Codolban and orch, cur- 
rently at the Rainbow Grill, N. Y., 
close there next Tuesday (20), but 


are slated to return Aug. 11 for a/| 


run, 





Vic Lester’s Tamiami 
from Club Lido, Daytona Beach, 
Fla., set for summer season at 
Chateau Roth, Snydersville, Pa. In- 
cludes Joan Brooks. 





Peter Van Steeden set by CRA 
for a one-nighter at the Vicemead 
Hunt Club, Wilmington, September 
10. 





} 
Three Kings of Swing have fol- | 


lowed the Three Senators into the 


lounge of the Kentucky 
hotel, Louisville. 





Harold Stern’s orch gets ‘Happy’ 
Lewis as vocalist during its dates at 
Manhattan Beach and_ Brighton 
Beach. 

Hudson-DeLange closes its season 
at the Playland Casino, Rye, N. Y., 
Aug. 7, and then goes on a theatre 
tour. 





Kay Kyser’s band plays a one- 
nighter at Kennywood Park, Pitts- 
burgh, tomorrow (15). 





Vette Kell orch opened at Club 
Hollywood, Kalamazoo, Mich., Mon- 
day (12). 





Chick Webb playing Buckroo 
Beach, Va., tomorrow (Thursday), 
and Petersburg, Va., Friday (16). 





Saxy Marshall’s orchestra is now 
playing at Riley’s Lake House, Sara- 
toga Lake, N. Y. 





Johnny Hamp set by CRA in De- 
troit the week of August 8 and 
Louisville the week of August 20. 





Reggie Childs opens July 26 for 
three weeks at Elitch’s Garden’s 
Denver, on a CRA ticket. 





Rio Rita, working eastward, plays 
a one-nighter in Reno next Saturday 
(17). 





Rudy Valiee plays a one-nighter 
in Dayton on July 25. Set through 
CRA. 





King’s Jesters open Saturday (17) 
for a stay at the Fairview hotel, 
Rochester, Ind., CRA ticketing. 





Lila Lee _ has — Jackie 


N. C., July | 


Park |} 


Playboys | 


Coogan’s unit, now in the midwest 
on its one-nighter tour eastward. 





Louis Panico set by Consolidated 
for the following dates: Des Moines, 
Iowa, July 31; Riverview, Milwau- 
kee, Aug. 3. 





Clyde McCoy playing Vermillion, 








Ohio, July 28, followed by Blue 
Barron on Aug. 8. 

Johnny Hamp’s band one-nights 
Sunday at Pleasure Beach, Bridge- 
; port. 

} smite 
| Henry Biagini booked by Oak 
| Grove Casino, Milford, Conn., Sun- 


day. 





Little Jack Smith’s band playing 
; Pocono Inn, Pocono Manor, Pa. 





Eric Peterson unit at Pat Powers’ 
Longshore beach club, Westport. 





Bob Crosby orch plays Lake Com- 
| pounce, Bristol, Conn., Sunday. 





Cab Calloway plays July 22 
Cleveland. 


in 


Milt Britton at West Side Park, 
| Berwick, Pa., tonight (Wednesday), 





Paul Sabin band into the LaSalle 
hotel, Chicago, until September. 








Announcing the new 


Gordon and Revel 


score for the forthcoming Darryl 
Zanuck-20th Century Fox 
Production: 


“YOU CAN'T HAVE 
EVERYTHING” 


The swell score follows: 


AFRAID TO DREAM 


YOU CAN’T HAVE 
EVERYTHING 


THE LOVELINESS OF YOU 


PLEASE PARDON US— 
WE’RE IN LOVE 


DANGER— 
LOVE AT WORK 


Aiso, Gordon and Revel’s great 
waltz 


| HUM A WALTZ 


from 20th Century’s 
“This Is My Affair” 


KITCHI-MI-KOKO ISLE 


England’s Novelty Hit 


Aviccer Music, Inc. 


1019 BROADWAY «+ NEW york 




















The English Swing 
Novelty Hit 


‘CUBAN 
PETE’ 


Watch This Number 
The Country! 
ieenenemeiaieemtnnameemmaell 


Still the Nation’s Waltz 
Favorite 


‘SEVENTH HEAVEN’ 


LEE 


HOLLYWOOD SONGS 


RCA BUILDING-RADIO CITY-NEW YORICNY. 
PHIL KORNHELSER, Gen Mar. 


Sweep 




















““A DAY AT 
TOMORROW IS 





Johnny Courtney and his orches- 
tra moved into the Skyroom atop | 
the Severin Hotel, Friday (9), re-| 
placing Amos Otstot and orch, who| 
are heading north to fill a booking | 
at the Colonial Hotel, Lake Mani- 
tou. 

Orch leader was formerly known 





799 7th scien New York 


Robbins Music Corporation 




















' previous dance engagen 


as Joe McCourtney when he filled 
nents here. 


Aiciits 


| 
| 





A great musical score from MGM’s production featuring the MARX BROS. 


The swell score, by Gus Kahn, Kaper and Jurmann follows: 


A MESSAGE FROM THE MAN INTHE MOON 
ALL GOD’S CHILLUN GOT RHYTHM 
BLUE VENETIAN WATERS 


ROBBINS MUSIC CORPORATION 


THE RACES” 
ANOTHER DAY 


@ 799 7th Ave., New York 














Nev 
ope 


ope 








rare | 
Bese bes 


alveet Le 





| 











Wednesday, July 14, 1937 


VAUDE—NITE CLUBS 


VARIETY 53 

















SAPOLIOED BURL. 








Vaude-Revue Booking Situation 
For Ex-Burlys Still Wide-Open 


Burly Control Board 





Booking situation in the former 
New York burlesque theatres, now 
operating Or scheduled to open with 
yaude-revue shows plus pix, is wide 
open. All of the houses thus far are 
pooking from everybody and any- 
pody, though two of the indie book- 
ers, Arthur Fisher and A. & B. Dow, 
are claiming a couple of the spots. 

Fisher says he is booking the Re- 
public on 42d street, though Eddie 
Weinstock a.clared that he has not 
yet restricted his buying to one of- 
fice. Dows lay claim to the Gaiety 
on Broadway, but here Izzy Herk 
stated that he'll deal with all agents 
and bookers. Martin’s Department Store, 

The Oriental on Broadway and Brooklyn, who is also promi- 
52d street operated by H. K. and nent in the direction of the 
Morton Minsky, will play colored|| Federation of Jewish Charities 
shows and the booker will be Sam in Brooklyn. 
Stiefel, of Philadelphia. Stiefel is Dr. Francis McCaffrey, dentist 
connected with the Nixon-Grand in and brother of Father Joseph 
Philly, also a colored vaudfilmer. McCaffrey. Chaplain of the N. 

Apollo and Eltinge theatres on 42d Y. Police Department. 
street, latter already open and for- Jerome H. Bentley, educa- 
mer set to start Thursday (15), have tional director and director of 
no special bookers set. Emmett J. programs of the Young Men's 
Callahan, one of the operators of the Christian Ass'n. 

Apollo, and Max Rudnick, who is Charles D. Jaffe, president of 
running the Eltinge, are in the open the N. Y. Clothing Manufac- 
market for talent. ;| turers Exchange. 

At the present time all of the | Masterson was elected chair- 
houses are sticking to burlesque pro- man of the board. 
ducers as stagers of the vaude- 
revues, Thus, Allen Gilbert is stag- 
ing the opening show for the Apollo, 
with Fred Hildebrand doing the spe- 
cial songs; Beverly Carr is stager at 
the Republic; Paul Kane at the El- ; 
tinge, and Billy Koud at the Gaiety. 

First show at the Apollo will in- 
clude Ann Corio (Mrs. Callahan), 
burlesque’s No. 1 stripper, who will 
not do any stripping. It'll be her 
first showing in N, Y. in nearly two 
years. Other acts in the show will 
be Arthur and Morton Havel, Joe 


Members of the Board of 
Governors who will stand 
watch over the code of ethics 
and regulations set up for the 
former New York burlesque 
theatres are: 

John F. Masterson, attorney 
in the firm of Gray & Tomlin, 
and Chancellor of Knights of 
Columbus Council, Brooklyn. 

Charles Warner,. superinten- 
dent and attorney of the Brook- 
lvn Society for the Prevention 
of Cruelty to Children; also | 
member of the executive board 
of the Brooklyn Big Brothers. 

Harry Zeitz, vice-president of 




















Philadelphia, July 13. 
Fifteen of the licensed 10% guys 
| here met in the office of Tony Phil- 
lips last week and formed the Phila- 
delphia Theatrical Booking Agents 


Morris and Co., and Joey Fay. 
Assn. Object is to ‘promote busi- 
ness ethics,’ force chiselers out of 


ACTS HOLD BAG AS the field and see that the new 
CHI NITERY FOLDS Pennsy booking law is enforced. 


Phillips was elected: prez of the 
group, Jolly Joyce, v.p., and Lee 
| Vincent secretary-treasurer. 

Department of Labor and Indus- 
try has set Sept. 1 as the date when 


. the new law goes into effect. Every 
eprmeta holding the bag for agent must have a license by then. 


$2500 in back salaries. Musicians | Qnjy about 17 of the city’s 10%ers 
were paid off in full but acts and have sheepskins at present. 
choristers were owed from two to 


three weeks’ salaries. 


Grove was operated by Ben Len- Old Burly Wage Scale 


hoff, who also has Bali Club on e « 
For Musicians, Pro Tem 


South Side. Premature folding looks 


like finish of suburban nite clubs 
around here. 
Musicians Union, Local 802 in New 
| York, permitted the former burles- 


10th Bowes Unit in 2 |que theatres to reopen Monday (12) 
ear . under the old burley pit scale, mini- 

Y $ for Pitt, Stanley mum five men and minimum weekly | 
salary $60 for 28 shows, until the | 
iealibre of the shows is determined | 
| by the union, * | 











Chicago, July 13. 
Cecoanut Grove, suburban night 
spot, folded suddenly last night with 














: Pittsburgh, July 13. 

Major Bowes amateurs will hang 
Up an all-time record at Stanley, WB , 
deluxer, week of July 23 when tenth| Bill Feinberg, vice-president of 
of simon-pure units in two years Local 802, declared Monday that the 
pan a Show's being billed a pit scale would not be changed 
nOwes ond Anniversary Revue’. 7 ‘ded the theatres were 
Since it was in August, 1935, that first untess he Goeited . 
of Major's productions played this actually staging elaborate vaude- 
site. In that time, they’ve all been revue shows. In that event, the scale | 
ae money winners with one excep- would be upped to the vaudeville | 

n. aa 

Stanley flesh bookings still pretty ROE OE OS ee ee ee 
Sparse for remainder of warm Former burley 
months, but management doesn’t ex- houses reopened Monday on a four- | 
pect to break present policy, even! chow-a-day meaning 28) 
‘emporarily, intimating they will | .oiiy 
Play nameless acts and units if aa _ 
names aren't available. House has. There's no minimum in number of 
Duke Ellington current, with Her-! pit musicians so far as vaude is con- | 
man Bing opening Friday (19) along! cerned in N. Y., according to Fein- | 
with Joe Venuti’s orch. Following berg 
Bowes show, Three Stooges come in “ee : ; 
With Will Osborne’s band and noth- With say 12 men in the pit, that) 
Nf so far set after that until Aug- establishes its minimum. It can add 
ust 27, when show will be built to its orchestra, but cannot subtract. | 


®round Clyde McCoy’s outfit. Only ini i 
‘ ) "houg burles nimum in 
Plember attraction set to date is Se 


Blenn Gray's Casa Loma crew, Sept. N. Y- was five men, all of the houses 
@. had seven to nine in the pits. 





sician for 21 shows. 


basis, 


However, if a house opens | 


| yet devised for a show biz venture, 
|} seven of New 


| cleansed Saturday (10) by Mayor 
Fiorello H. 


aa | 


EY OK INN.Y. 





WaKYo CREPE 


‘Follies’ the New Tag—‘Bur- 
lesque’ Billing Taboo— 
New Form a Vaude-Re-| Managerial Pledge 
vue Idea—Buck, Brandt | i Dipe 
and Whitehead’s Plea for || censes on Monday (12), each 
the Layoff Performers | 








burlesque theatre operator had 

to sign an agreement with 

| License Commissioner Paul 

SCRIBNER THE ‘CZAR’ Moss waiving civil rights in the 

event a theatre license is can- 

a celled for indecency, or failing 

to get consent from Moss on 

Under one of the strangest setups any change in policy. Later 
Moss declared: 

‘I believe the managers of 
these theatres have learned a 
very salutary lesson, and that 
hereafter they will learn that 
the people of this city demand 
good entertainment, and if such 
entertainment is furnished they 
will give full support. On the 
other hand, if indecent per- 
formances are given it arouses 
the people of the city to indig- 
nation.’ 


York’s burlesque | 
operators had their faces officially 


LaGuardia. Monday 
(12) three of the theatres reopened 
—Republic, Gaiety and Eltinge—all 
in Times Square, but not before all | 
vestiges of the name ‘burlesque’ 
was removed from every part of 
the houses; and not before, also, the 
name Minsky was eradicated from 
the marquees and frames of the Re- 
public and Gaiety. 

Burlesque, in title, at least so far 


as the present city administration 6 ? 
is concerned, is dead for all time. 
In its place, officially, is the title 
‘Follies,’ supposedly meaning vaude- 


revue type of entertainment plus 














pictures. The name Minsky is aiso 
through by official decree as a box- 
office come-on in the metropolis. In 
refusing the theatre-operating Min- 
skys themselves right to use their own 
name, License Commissioner Paul 
Moss declared on Monday. 


‘I have no objections to the name 
of Minsky as a name, but they have 
made it synonymous with indecent 
performances. However, they have 
voluntarily agreed to delete their 
name and the word ‘burlesque’ in| ment was given a tremendous build- 
connection with any performance | up by the daily press in N. Y. Even 
they might control.’ the staid N. Y. Times editorially 

Moss’ use of the word ‘voluntarily,’ | hoped for the best. Situation was 
however, is a misnomer. The Min-| fully covered, with the papers also 
skys—Abe of the Gaiety and H. K.| having reporters cover the opening 


York burlesque theatres to houses 
showing purified variety entertain- 


and Morton of the Oriental—ob-j| shows at the Gaiety, Republic and | 


jected strenuously to the restric- | Eltinge Monday (12). 


tions on their name. It was one of/ ‘The publicity accounted for the 
the chief reasons why the situation | fair business done by the theatres 
hung fire for three weeks before opening day, considering none had 
finally coming to a head Saturday.| the opportunity to do any advertis- 
The Republic also used the name|jng or billing. Curiosity seekers 
Minsky, though operated for more| congregated in front of the theatres 


than a year by the Weinstocks | 911 Monday morning till the houses 
(Holly Holding Corp.), but it’s un- opened at 3 p.m. 


derstood there was no serious Oppo-| Comments of the dailies on the 


sition from this end on the killing opening shows were virtually the 
of the Minsky name on N. Y. the-| same, All the reviewers saw a star- 
atre fronts. 
Final okay from Mayor LaGuar- | old burlesque, 
(Continued on page 57) 


though sans 
stripping and obvious dirt. 


Excerpts From Constitution Of 





Variety Revue Theatre Ass'n of N. Y. 


Name and Insignia 

The name of this Association shall be Variety Revue Theatre Association 
of New York. 

The word ‘burlesque,’ or any contraction or abbreviation thereof, shall 
not be used by any member of this Association in any manner or connec- 
tion whatsoever. 

Purposes 

To provide for regulation and supervision of the stage entertainment 
presented by members of this Association and to promote and uphold 
standards of decency with respect thereto, and to improve the artistic value 
of such entertainment. 

Members 

Members shall be those corporations, partnerships and individuals en- 
gaged in the business of presenting variety revues in a tneatre located in 
the City of New York, and who shall be the recipients of a license to oper- 
oo such theatre, and who are admitted to membership pursuant to these 

y-laws. 

The Executive Secretary, hereafter designated, shall prepare and pre- 
scribe, with the approval of the Board, a form of application which shall 
be executed by the applicant under oath and which shaiti, among other 


matters, have attached thereto as a part thereof a copy of these by-laws, | 


and provide that the applicant agrees to be bound by them. 


(A) Each member, in consideration of the commitment of the Board to | 


administer the provisions of these by-laws and in consideration of othe: 
members of the industry making like applications and becoming members 


of the Association and being bound by these by-laws, agrees that. if ad- | 
mitted to membership, it will fulfill and perform, and see to it that its | 


officers, directors, employees, agents and performers fulfill and perform 
all the obligations and requirements contained in these by-laws. 
(B) Each member will abide by the decisions and determinations of the 
Board. 
(C) Each member, if he violates any of the standards of this Associa- 
(Continued on page 56) 


4 AF OPENED MON, AFA Enforces Closed Shop Edict 
On Ray & Harrison and Alphonse 


Berg at Republic; BAA to Contest 


First invocation of the closed-shop 
rule in the former N. Y. burlesque 
hduses by the American Federation 
of Actors came opening day (Mon- 
day) at the Republic on 42d street, 
No Y. 
and Alphonse Berg, were not per- 


Two acts, Ray and Harrison 


mitted to open at that theatre, due 
to not being members of the AFA, 
despite the fact they held contracts 
for a four-day date closing Thursday 
night (15). 

AFA secured a closed-shop deal 
with all of the burlesque houses 
open or scheduled to reopen 
through the intervention of Ralph 
Whitehead, executive secretary, with 
Mayor F, H. LaGuardia of N. Y. in 
behalf of the theatre operators. 
AFA deal was signed despite the 
fect that the jurisdictional question 
over the shows between the Bur- 
lesque Artists Assn., also chartered 
as a union by the American 
Federation of Labor, and the AFA 
has yet to be settled. 

Question of whether the AFA or 
the BAA has the right to control 
the talent in the former burley 


day (16) at the earliest, when a 
hearing on the matter will be heard 





by officials of the Associated Actors 
and Artistes of America (Four A's), 


| international A.F.L. affiliate cover- 
_ing the acting profession, 


Supposed conversion of the New | 


tling similarity of the shows to the | 
100% | 


BAA’s contention is that the shows 
are still burlesque, even if under a 
| different title and cleaned up. AFA, 
on the other hand, maintains that 
their definition as variety-revues 
places them in the vaude class and 
therefore under the AFA's jurisdic- 
tion, 


First shows at the Gaiety and 
Eltinge which, like the Republic, 
opened on Monday, are composed 
| chiefly of burlesque comics, straight- 
'men and non-stripping strippers, 





HALE LINE OFF TO - 
CANNES FOR 6 WKS. 


George Hale sails today (Wednec- 
'day) with 12 of his girls to open 
July 28 for six weeks at the Palm 
Beach Casino, Cannes, That’s the 
limit of the season at this Riviera 
spot. Jim Witteried, who came over 
to book Hale, is also sailing back. 
American girls and Ermelin's 


band (French) will be the sole floor 
show. 





Congress, Chi, Folds 
Casino For Summer 


Chicago, July 13. 

Congress Hotel is closing down its 
Casino nitery on July 21 and will 
remain shuitered for the remainder 
of the hot spell. 

Due to reopen shortly after Labor 
Day. 

This makes the second important 
niiery fold-up this summer, other 
being the Casino Parisien at the 
Morrison Hotel, which faded in June. 


Ciggie Plus Sleep Totals 
Death for St. L. Chorine 


St. Louis, July 13. 

Ruby Carmen, 23, St. Louis chorus 
girl, was fatally burned when a 
cigaret she was smoking set fire te 
her room in a Wheeling, Ill... hotel 
last week. Apparently she fell asleep 
while smoking and her clothing 
ignited. Vera Richter, a roommate, 
summoned aid and injured girl was 
taken to Cook County Hospital, Chi- 
cago, where she died. 

She was a member of Municipal 
Opera chorus here and denced in 
several local theatres. 





houses will not be settled till Fri- . 
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tion, will be liable in liquidated damages and not as a penalty, in the 
amount specified in article X ot the by-laws. 

(D) Each member, for the purpose of satisfying any award for such 
damages, will, at all times, keep on deposit with the Board the sum of 
$1,000 in cash or bonds of the United States Government or of the State or 
City of New York, for each theatre license held by said member. The 
funds deposited shall constitute a trust fund to be held by the Board, to be 
used for the purpose of enforcing collection of any liquidated damages 
fixed by the Board against any member. In addition, in the event any 
member shall fail to pay his dues to this Association, after five days’ notice, 
the Board shall have the right to deduct said delinquency from the afore- 
said deposit. In the event there is any deficiency in the deposit of any 
member, said member shall, upon ten days’ notice by the Chairman of the 
Board, deposit an amount sufficient to make up said deficiency. : 

(E) Each member will, at the time of filing application for membership 
herein, execute and deliver to the Board consent that upon expulsion or 
resignation from this Association, said Board shall deliver a notice of said 
expulsion or resignation to the Commissioner of Licenses of the City of 
New York. Said consent shall further provide that upon expulsion, the 
Board is authorized to turn over to the License Commissioner a transcript 
of all proceedings before it relative to said expulsion, with such findings 
and recommendations as it may feel disposed to make. 

Each member, if a corporation, will be required to divulge the names 
of all the true owners of the capital stock of the corporation, the names 
and addresses of its officers and directors, and will be reyuired from time 
to time to notify and advise the Board of any changes therein; provided, 
further, that any partnership application for membership shall contain the 
names of all persons having a beneficial interest in the said partnership 
and their addresses, and will further be required to advise the Board of 
any changes therein. 

Each member will furnish promptly such information as the Board may 
at any time desire, will notify the Board of anything favorable or unfavor- 
the Board in all matters. 

Dues 

Dues shall be payable by each member quarterly and shall be such propor- 
tion of the cost of conducting the Association during the preceding quarter 
as the number of seats in the theatre or theatres presenting variety revue 
entertainment, owned, operated or controlled by each member, bears to the 
total number of seats of all of the theatres of all the members. Said amount 
of dues payable by each member shall be determined from time to time 
by the Board. Each member shall, at the time of filing the application, 
make an advance payment of dues of $500, which sum shall be credited to 
the dues thereafter payable by the member until the sum is exhausted. 
New members shall only be required to make the same proportionate 
payment of dues as the other existing members make; provided, however, 
that the addition of each new member’s dues payments shall propor- 
tionately reduce the amount of dues to be paid by each of the members, 

Resignations and Expulsions 

Resignations of members shall be filed in writing with the Board. The 
resignation, if in due form, shall be presented at a meeting of the Board 
for action thereon by its members. No resignation shall be accepted or 
become effective until all dues accruing up to the last day of the calendar 
month preceding the date of acceptance of the resignation have been paid; 
nor shall any resignation be accepted or become effective so long as a com- 
plaint, filed as hereinafter provided, is pending against the member and 
has not been finally determined, or any liquidated damages assessed with 
respect thereto have not been paid, nor if said member has failed to meet 
his obligations to any of his employees. 

A member may be expelled by the Board for non-payment of dues or of 
any liquidated damages awarded pursuant to these By-Laws, or for 
failure to maintain in the required amount the deposit herein provided for, 
or if a court or jury has determined that the member is guilty of any 
crime, or if the Commissioner of Licenses of the City of New York decides 
after a hearing that said member has violated the rules and regulations 
promulgated by him pursuant to the Code of Ordinances of the City of 
New York, or if after a hearing the Commissioner of Licenses decides that 
a member is an unfit person to hold the license theretofore issued, or if any 
member or any officer, director or agent of said member fails to fulfill and 
perform any of the obligations or requirements contained in these by- 
laws or any amendment thereof; provided, however, that three (3) days’ 
notice of the charges have been given in writing to the member and the 
member has been afforded an opportunity to appear and be heard in per- 
son or by a duly authorized representative if the member is a corporation. 


Board and Members’ Meetings 

Each member shall be entitled to one vote on any question, irrespective 
of the number of theatres owned, operated or controlled by such member. 
A majority of the members shall constitute a quorum for the transaction 
of business, but less than a quorum shall have power to recess or adjourn 
any meeting. Any question at a’ members’ meeting or at a meeting of 
the Board shall be decided by majority vote. 

Partnership members shall designate, and file in writing with the Board, 
the name of a partner thereof, and corporate members a principal officer 
thereof, to represent them at members’ meetings or at hearings before the 
Board. Such representatives and individual members may vote in person 
or by proxy in writing. 

Board of Governors 

The Board of Governors of this Association shall be composed of six 
who shall select a chairman from among their number. No individual shall 
be eligible for election as a member of the Board who shall be connected 
directiy or indirectly with any member of this Association. 

Members of the Board shall be selected by a majority vote of the mem- 
bers of the Association. The members of the Board so selected shall select 
a chairman by a majority vote. The term of office of the chairman and 
members of the Board shall be five (5) years. 

Chairman of the Board shall preside at all of its meetings. All resolu- 
tions of the Board shall be passed by a majority vote. In the event of a 
tie, the Chairman shall have the power to cast the deciding vote. 

The Board of Governors shall have general management of the affairs 
and business of this Association and except as otherwise provided in or 
pursuant to these by-laws, all powers of the Association shall be vested in 
the Board of Governors. The Board shall have complete supervisory 
power over the industry and the members of this Association. It shall 
have the power to do all things necessary and proper to carry out the 
objects and purposes and the terms and conditions of the by-laws of the 
Association. The Board or any of its members shall have the right to at- 
tend any of the performances at the theatres of the members of the Asso- 
ciation and to question any person or persons employed by such members. 
The Board shall have the power and the right to summon any member, 
officer, director, employee or agent before it and examine him in detail in 
connection with the business and affairs of a member, and call for the 
production of members’ books, records, accounts, correspondence and 
papers. 

The Board shall hold in trust the funds deposited by each member to 
be used for the purpose of enforcing collection of any liquidated damages 
as such may be imposed by the Board as herein provided. Such funds re- 
ceived by the Board in pdyment of liquidated damages shall be taken out 
of the trust funds theretofore deposited, as herein provided, and shall be 
deposited in the general funds of the Association. In the event the Board 
shall deduct from said deposit any delinquency in dues, as hereinabove 
provided, said funds shall also be deposited in the general funds of the 
Association. The Chairman of the Board shall designate one member of 
the Board who shall act as the Treasurer of this Association. He shall be 
the custodian of all of the funds of this Association and shall have the 
power, with the approval of the Board, to execute and make all checks 
and payments for the Association’s account. 

All withdrawals from the funds of the Association shall be made upon 
voucher signed by the Chairman of the Board and the Treasurer. The 
Treasurer shall deposit with the Board a surety company bond, acceptable 
to the Board, said bond to be deposited for the due performance of his 
duties. The premiums on said bond shall be paid from the general funds 
of the Association. 

No member of the Board shall be liable, jointly and severally, for any 
official act taken within the purview of the terms and conditions of the 
by-laws. 

The Board shall meet at least once a month, and any member of the 
Board who shall fail to appear for three consecutive regular meetings 
without being excused by the Chairman‘of the Board, shall be automatically 
dropped by the Board and his term of office as a member of said Board 
shall be automatically terminated. 

Ethics 

The standards of common decency and ethical practice for the industry 

and the members of this Association shall be determined from time to time 


| 








At Last—A Novelty! : 


First boxing bear to be offered 
vaude houses in years is the one cur- 
rently being played by parks and 
carneys, a German importation han- 
dled by George Hamid, outdoor 





Air Cunliticaine, Big Shows in Urban 
Niteries Sloughing Roadhouse Biz 





booker. 

Animal, current at Palisades Park, 
N. Y., has been renamed since entry 
to this country, ‘George Hamid’s 
Boxing Bear.’ Solidly set for en- 
gagements the summer-through, the 
animal will start vaude dates late in 
the fall. His routine is a four-round 
roust with a trainer, one of the Wal- 
ter Bros. 


Act’s Suit Vs. Flint 
And Wife Filed in Chi 


Chicago, July 13. 
Suit was filed in Municipal Court 
here by Sunny Joy and Dorothy 
Lull, against George B. Flint, present 











Mary Raye and Naldi’s 
Rainbow Room Termer | 


Chicago manager for Gus Sun office 
and wife, former owners of F. & F.| 
Productions, for back salaries al-| 
legedly due. 

Brief claims that the two acts were | 
left stranded in Fayette County, | 
Kentucky, in 1935. Judgment of $100 | 
and costs was awarded the act in| 
that county, but allegedly was never | 
paid, so present suit filed here is | 
basing its contention on the former | 
decision. 

To be heard July 16, with Henry | 
A. Kalcheim acting for Sunny Joy | 
and Dorothy Lull. 





Unusual long-term contract for a 
dance. team is the deal which John 
Roy, managing director of the Rain- 
bow Room, has accordec Mary Raye 
and Naldi. It’s a series of optional 
return bookings which, according to 
the Rockefeller nitery’s management, 
should make Raye and Naldi an ‘in- 
stitutional’ type of dance act at the 
R.R., akin to The DeMarcos’ mara- 
thon engagements at the Hotel 
Plaza’s Persian Room, N. Y. 

Raye and Naldi, opening June 2, 
closed last night (Tuesday) to make 
room for the new German dance 
mime, Lotte Goslar. Raye-Naldi re- 
turn Aug. 25 until Oct. 5, thence five 
more weeks from Jan. 5, 1938, until 
Feb. 28, with a renewal for another 
five weeks until May 31. 

Jack Davies, of the International 
Theatrical Corp., agented. 





PA. LICENSE DEADLINE 


Philadelphia, July 13. 

Pennsy Liquor Control Board has 
set Sept. 1 as the deadline for accept- 
ing applications for new liquor and 
beer licenses. 

After that time, applicants can 
apply only on date set for their 
particular district and every six 
months thereafter. 
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by the Board, and any violation of such standards shall constitute a viola- | 
tion of these by-laws, and any member violating said standards shall be | 
subject to such action of the Board as it may in its discretion make under | 
the provisions of article X of these by-laws. 
Executive Secretary 
The Board shall, by a majority vote, select an Executive Secretary who | 
shall be paid by the Association at a salary to be fixed by the Board. He} 
shall prepare the application forms for membership in this Association | 
with the approval of the Board. He shall assemble complete data with re- | 
spect to the corporate set-up of the members of the partnership arrange- | 
ment of the members which shall be made available to the Board. 
There shall be no fixed term of employment of such Executive Secretary. 
He shall be removable with or without cause at any time by the Board. 
The Executive Secretary shall act as the investigating agent of this Asso- 
ciation. It shall be his duty to make periodic visits and Investigations of 
the various shows exhibited by members of the Association. He shall also 
be charged with the duty of investigating all complaints from whatsoever 
source. The Executive Secretary shall have the right to attend any of 
the performances at the theatres of the members of the Association and to | 
question any person or persons employed by such members. 
The Executive Secretary shall make full reports to the Board of all the | 
investigations conducted by him of the performances and entertainments | 
conducted by the various members, and shall be required to report to the | 
Chairman of the Board or to the Board on such investigations and all the | 
affairs of the Association within the line of his duty, at least once each 
week or at such times as the Chairman of the Board shall direct. 


Enforcement of Violations 

Whenever the Fxecutive Secretary shall discover that any member of | 
this Association has violated any of the standards of common decency or | 
is producing lewd or indecent acts, songs, dances, pantomine, recitations, 
dialogues, performances or other exhibitions, it shall be the duty of said 
Executive Secretary to direct said member to remove such objectionable 
material from said performance and it shall be the duty of said Executive 
Secretary to inform the Chairman of the Board of such notice so given to 
said member. In the event that said member shall fail, neglect or refuse 
to remove, amend or delete said objectionable material within twenty-four 
hours from the time of said notice, then it shall be the duty of the Execu- 
tive Secretary to serve upon the violating member a notice of hearing 
before the Board which shall be not later than two days from the date of 
said second notice. Said hearing shall be held to determine the question 
whether a violation has or has not been committed by such member or 
any officer, director, employee or agent thereof, and the members agree 
that said question shall be determined by the Board acting as arbitrators, 
as follows: 

The Board shall make reasonable rules and regulations for the conduct 
of arbitrations and shall not be bound by any rules of law or evidence. 
Said hearing shall provide a reasonable opportunity for the member to be 
heard. In the event that the member shall refuse, fail or neglect to appear 
pursuant to said notice, then the Board shall have the right to proceed 
with the arbitration and determine the question involved in such manner 
as it may deem fit and necessary. If the Board shall determine that the 
member or any officer, director, employee or agent thereof violated any 
by-laws, rules, regulations or standards of this Association or the rules or 
regulations promulgated by the Commissioner of Licenses pursuant to the 
Authority of the Code of Ordinances of the City of New York, then the 
Board shall discipline the member as fellows: 

For the first violation, each member agrees to pay to the Executive 
Secretary the sum of $500 imposed by the Board for liquidated damages 
and not as a penalty, such damages being liquidated by reason of the diffi- 





| floor show payrolls. 





culty of determining the actual damages to this Association and each mem- | 
ber thereof flowing from a failure to refrain from such unfair and indecent | 
practice and the likelihood of thereby causing or inducing a general non- | 
observance of the provisions of these by-laws; and by reason of the diffi- | 
culty of determining the actual costs of investigating unfair and indecent 
practices and hearing and arbitrating controversies with respect thereto. 

For the second violation the Board must expel the member from the 
Association. Upon such expulsion the Board shall have the power acting 
upon the consent granted by the member to the Board and filed with his 
application for membership as hereinbefore provided to transmit and de- | 
liver to the said Commissioner of Licenses the transcript of the hearings 
relating to said expulsion with such findings and recommendations as it| 
may deem proper. 

The decision of the Board shall be deemed the decision in arbitration. 
The decision of the Board shall be final and binding upon all members, and 
non-appealable. The awards determined by the Board shall be deducted 
from the amount deposited by the members for such purpose with said 
Board, as hereinbefore provided. 

In the event the Board determines that a violation has occurred and 
awards liquidated damages or expels the member, then notice of said 
decision shall be served on the violating member and the Treasurer, in | 
such manner and form as the Chairman of the Board shall determine. 

Each member agrees and consents that the provisions uf these By-Laws | 
shall be enforceable in a Court of Equity, and each member consents to the 
issuance of an injunction by the Supreme Court of the State of New York | 
in the event that the Board shall determine that such application is neces- | 
sary. Such application for an injunction shall be made in any County | 
specified by the Board and shall be filed on behalf of this Association by | 
such person, his representative or agent as the Board shall designate. 

Amendments 

These by-laws shall not be altered, modified or amended except by a 
three-fourths vote of the Board except that no alteration, modification, 
amendment or repeal shall be enacted which will tend to relax the 


stringency hereof without first giving ten (10) days’ notice in writing t« 5 
the Commission of Licenses of the City of New York. 








Chicago, July 13, 

Bedraggled b.o. at the various 
roadhouses through the midwest 
again this summer has just about 
convinced the operators that the 
suburban nitery business is washed 
up for all. time. Several of the 
roadhouses around these parts are 
having difficulty in meeting their 


In fact, 
non-pay probability at the 


the 
road< 


| house spots has become a standing 


gag among performers’ and musi- 
cians in Chicago booking offices. 

Two important factors are admit- 
ed as the prime causes of the to- 
boggan of the roadhouse biz, and 
these factors are regarded as the 
death knell of the roadhouse as an 
amusement institution. 

Ace in the hole for the in-town 
niteries, as opposed to the suburban 
spots, is the air conditioning of the 
urban spots. With the mechanical 
coolers guaranteeing a steady tem- 
perature of 70 degrees no matter 
how hot it is outside the city, niter- 


ies have it over the out-of-doors 
spots from the jump-off. In the pre- 
air conditioning days, the road- 


houses got the folks who motored 
out into the country to escape the 
heat. But these days they hustle 
right from air-cooled theatres into 
air-cooled niteries. 

In addition, the in-town nitery 
has gone to the experse during the 


| past two summers to bang home with 


floor shows and attractions that 
were too steep for any out-of-town 
competition. For instance, the ur- 
ban Chez Paree here has a current 
line-up of Lou Holtz, Helen Morgan, 
Georgie Tapps, Readinger Twins and 
several other money acts, in addition 
to the Henry Busse orchestra. Em- 
pire Room of the Palmer House has 
Eddie Duchin orchestra besides a 
top-notch floor show; Drake Hotel’s 
Silver Forest Room is bringing in 
Fred Waring’s orchestra and aggre- 
gation. 


All of these attractions are de- 


|signed to keep the folks in town. 


Chez Paree, Drake Hotel, Palmer 
House and others are doing excel- 
lent business at present, while the 
roadhouses which are continually 
plugging away, trying to entice the 
Chicagoans and others out into the 
open, aren’t doing well at all. 





Maganotti Reviving 
Pittsburgh Show Boat 


Pittsburgh, July 13. 

Defunct Show Boat, night spot 
which folded suddenly last week 
without the formality of a payoff, 
will be taken over next month by 
John Maganotti, who has been one 
of the Plaza cafe’s operators for the 
last five years. Maganotti has severed 
his connections at the latter spot and 
transferred the Plaza’s booze license 
to the Show Boat. 

Plaza for some time has been run 
jointly by Maganotti, Etzi Covato, 
band leader, and a silent partner. 
Covato has his orch in Atlantie City 
for the summer and will decide upon 
his return where he’ll cast his lot. 





Saranac Lake 


By Happy Benway 





Mrs. William (Mother) Morris, 
Ruth Morris (White) and Aunt 
(Berlinghoff) Ella are Camp Inter- 
missioning for the summer. 

Russ Kelly has a sore hand; he 
forgot to let go of a fire-cracker. 

Bert Ford (Ford and Price) now 
at Aruba, Dutch West Indies. 

Prof. Walter B. Leonard, Glens 
Falls, N. Y., minstrelman of many 
years ago, eyed the Roger’s home. 

Bob Pastor here for a look-see en 
route to Montreal. 

Goldwin Productions (Sid Rhein- 
gold-Bob Erwin) trying to break into 
this field with flesh shows. 

Ray English, sports announcer, do- 
ing things in a big way for the 
Actor’s Colony. 

Mayor Tom Ward (ex-trouper) to 
Rochester, and with the aid of 
Marty Fisher (ex-burlesquer), lande 
ed the 1938 Moose conclave for Sara- 
nac Lake. 

Jack Flaum back here at the 
Roger’s home with a strictly bed 
routine ahead of him. 

Cora O’Connell took 
operation like a little vet. 

Kate Smith and her manager. Ted 
Collins, summering at the Smith 
camp in Lake Placid. 

Write those you know in Saranaé. 


that ‘Rib’ 
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Sapolioed Burley 








(Continued from page 55) 


dia and eventually Commissioner 
Moss came only after long dickering 
and intervention for the burley ops 
py Gene Buck, president of Ameri- 
can Society of Composers, Authors 
and Publishers; Harry Brandt, the- 
atre circuit operator in N. Y.; and 
Ralph Whitehead, executive secre- 
tary of the American Federation of 


Actors. All three men got to Mayor 
LaGuardia, with Buck especially 
active. Whitehead’s help was re- 


warded by the burley ops with an 
agreement from each of the latter | 
to operate their houses as closed | 
shops for AFA members. 


Gene Buck’s activity in the matter 








included his sitting in with the bur- 
ley ops, Mayor LaGuardia and Moss | 
in the drafting of a strict code of | 
ethics and regulations for the Va- 
riety Revue Theatre Assn. of New 
York, presently consisting of the 
operators of seven houses—Eltinge, 
Republic, Apollo, Fulton, Gaiety 
and Oriental in Manhattan, and the 
Werba (Brooklyn). Code, besides 
setting up a strict censorship of the 
former burlesque houses, also pro- 
vides stiff financial penalties in the 
event of infractions. 

Actually, the VRTA is virtually 
a dummy organization. It is and 
will be ruled and governed by a 
non-salaried board of governors (6), 
composed strictly of laymen not 
connected with show business in 
any form, who were chosen by 
Mayor LaGuardia. They in turn 
have designated Sam S. Scribner, 
once prominent in the old, and 
cleaner, days of burlesque, as a 
salaried ‘executive secretary.’ Latter, 
though, means ‘censor.’ Scribner's 
salary is unofficially reported at 
$10,000 a year. 

‘Czar’ Scribner 


It will be Scribner’s job to check 
on the shows in the burley houses. 
He will report infractions of the code 
to the board of governors, who, in 
turn, will hold a hearing on the mat- 
ter. A first offense resulting in a 
conviction wili mean a $500 fine to a 
theatre operator; second conviction 
will mean expulsion from the VRTA, 
which in turn is forced to make a 
full report to Commissioner Moss 
and recommend suspension of thea- 
tre license. 

Each burley operator Monday 
posted a $1,000 bond for each ad.use 
he operates to cover possible fines. 
Besides this, each deposited $500 for 
each house operated as quarterly 
dues in the VRTA., Latter amount 
will be pro-rated on the basis of 
number of seats, much the same way 
as Buck’s ASCAP gets its music 
fees from theatres, to cover the cost 
of administrating the VRTA, mean- 
ing strictly Scribner’s salary and 
probably maintenance of an office 
and small staff. 

Commissioner Moss Monday took 
no chances on any possible infrac- 
tions of the agreement the burley 
ops signed with him even before 
they opened. That morning the 
former bump-and-grind impresarios 
conferred with the License Com- 
missioner for two hours, during 
which time the main subject was the 
names Minsky and burlesque, and 
then license fees. Moss was ada- 
mant in his position that the theatre 
ops should first get only temporary 
licenses for a period of three months, 
these costing $250; and if the shows 
stayed within the bounds of the code, 
then the license would be renewed 
for the balance of a year at an ad- 
ditional cost of $500. This meant a 
hike in the first year’s license fee 
of $250, theatre license in New 
York being $500 annually, and the 
burley ops squawked, but finally 
conceded that point. 


Minsky In Crepe 


But even then they didn’t walk 
out of Moss’ office with the licenses. 
Instead, the Commissioner said he 
would send them up to the theatres 
by special messengers in time for 
the houses to open at 3 in the after- 
noon. Messengers, however, were 
not to hand over the permits until 
they were sure that the name 
Minsky and title ‘burlesque’ were 
nowhere in evidence in front of the 
theatres. Gaiety placed crepe over 
the Minsky tag on its marquee, 
‘Follies’ having already been substi- 
tuted for ‘burlesque’ there. At the 
Republic, electricians fixed up the 
marquee and other signs in time to 
get the messenger’s nod. Eltinge had 
already revised its front Monday 
morning. All the houses are oper- 
ating with the old burley admis- 
sion scale, 25c.-55c. 

Two more burley houses will open 
shortly. Apollo, also on 42d street, 
with the Republic and Eltinge, will 
probably reopen Thursday (15), put- 





ting three ‘Follies’ on the one block: 
Oriental, on Broadway and 52d 


street, operated by Morton and H. K. 
Minsky, is slated to get started July 
21. This house is the only one set 
thus far to play strictly colored 
shows, also titled ‘Follies,’ 

It has not been decided as yet by 
Abe Minsky and Izzy Herk when 
they will open the Fulton on West 
46th street, nor is there a date set 
for the opening of the Werba the- 
atre in Brooklyn. These are the 
remaining two of the seven theatres 
which are definitely signed to the 
code and whose licenses have been 


approved. 
Two other houses, the Star and 
|Century, both in Brooklyn, have 


agreed to the code, but will not seek 
licegses beforé September. These 
houses have always closed for the 
summer even with the burlesque 
policies and will continue dark till 
the fall. 

Burley operators are admittedly 
worried about their new policies, 
though willing to clutch at any straw 
after having their houses dark since 
May 1, a period of 12 weeks. 

Weinstocks at the Republic were 
nicked at the rate of $2,000 weekly 
in rent and maintenance costs while 
this theatre was closed. Abe Minsky 
and Izzy Herk, operating the Gaiety 
and its neighboring Fulton, saw 
$30,000 drop off their bankroll dur- 
ing that period. Oriental, it is un- 


derstood, cost around $800 weekly 
to keep closed. 
This, naturally, does not include 


the monies lost by performers and 
chorines through being unemployed 
for that length of time. And it was 
almost strictly through the unem- 
ployment angle and the fact that 
innocent performers were being hit 
hard, that Buck, Brandt and White- 
head convinced Mayor LaGuardia 
that the burley ops should be given 
the opportunity to turn pure. 
Semi-Nudity OK’d 

Though not included in the code 
of ethics, the theatre operators were 
given permission by LaGuardia and 
Moss to include semi-nudity in their 
shows. This means stripping only 
from the waist up and strictly in 
tableaux scenes in which the girls 
remain stationary. Stripping is out, 
as is dirty comedy, but blackouts 
and their natural double-entendre 
(if vestiges of subtlety remain) are 
apparently okay. 

It’s this latitude that also has the 
operators worried. They point to 
the similarity of their present situ- 
ation with the one-man censorship 
the Dunnigan bill, recentiy vetoed 
by Governor Lehman of New York, 
would have set up. Only in the 
burlesque case the censor is Scrib- 
ner rather than the License Com- 
missioner. The operators’ concern 
is that the layman board of gov- 
ernors, through the fact that they 
are not connected with show busi- 
ness and are not receiving any re- 
muneration, may become disinter- 
ested, meaning that Scribner, with 
the License Commissioner behind 
the throne, will become virtually a 
‘czar’ of their business. Each oper- 
ator signed an agreement binding 
him to the code for five years, 
though they have the power to re- 
sign if stepping out of the show 
field. 

Some steps were taken in the code 
to bar the eventuality of disinter- 
estedness on the part of the Gov- 
ernors. Latter will meet at least 
once a month and should a member 
fail to appear at three consecutive 
meetings he will be automatically 
dropped and replaced. 

Apparently the Governors are also 
given the power to tighten or ease 
up on the code of ethics. Latter 
specifies that the board from time 
to time shall determine the stand- 
ards of common decency and ethical 
practice for the industry. 





N.T.G. FOR STEEL PIER 


N. T. G. and his revue have been 
booked for the Steel Pier, Atlantic 
City. to open June 30. 

Other acts are being booked with 
him for that date. 





Schecter at Newport. Ky. 
Cincinnati, July 13. 

Noah Schechter has assumed 
charge of booking and publicity for 
Beverly Hills, new nitery casino 
back of Newport, Ky. For the past 
three years he served in the same 
capacities for Arrowhead Inn, simi- 
lar suburban spot, which failed to 
open this season. 

Suit for $8,861 was filed against 
Beverly Hills last week by a build- 
ing firm for construction of the es- 
tablishment. Action was dropped 
three days after filing via private 
settlement. 





Nitery Robbery 


Philadelphia, July 13. 

Proprietress and two couples at 
tables were lined up against the bar 
at the Wyncote Inn last Thursday 
night (8) and robbed of $55 by two 
bandits wielding sawed-off shotguns. 

Mrs. Sarah Klemmer, operator of 
the suburban hot spot, was behind 
the bar making sandwiches when 
the hold-up men came in. One of the 
girls who was in the place thought 
she recognized one of the bandits. 
She walked up to him and began to 
raise his mask. He floored her with 
a punch. 


Battle of Bway 
Casinos’ When 








Int | Opens 


Clifford C. Fischer, French Casino 
impresario, came over on a quickie 
to New York and returned yester- 
day to Paris. The new F.C, show is 
slated to sail from Paris, Aug. 4, 
when Fischer and his wife will ac- 
company the troupe back 

Advent of Jacques Charles and 
Pierre Sandrini onto the N. Y. scene 
to stage and produce the new In- 
ternational Casino show has created 
opposition, for the first time, to the 
F.C.’s big business with the cabaret- 
theatre type of show. 

Last January the French Casino 
went on the nut with a $75,000 pro- 
duction, and as a move to offset the 
then threatened opening of the In- 
ternational Casino last February. 
Instead, the International isn’t slated 
now for its premiere until late 
August or early September, hence it 
behooves the French Casino again to 
strengthen its production anew, in 
order to offset the natural competi- 
tiveness attendant to any new ver- 
ture, particularly in the nitery field, 
where the fickleness of a flitting pub- 
lic is always a factor to be reckoned 
with. 

The new International, like the 
French Casino, is on the site of a 
converted theatre. The F. C. is the 
old Earl Carroll theatre; the Inter- 
national is atop what was the old 
Loew’s New York and Criterion 
theatres in the heart of Times 
Square, directly opposite the Hotel 
Astor. The new Criterion today is 
operated by B. S. Moss and Harry 
Charnas. 





Nitery Placements 


Russell Swann, Diana Ward, Law- 
rence White, Caperton and Colum- 
bus, Maxmillian Bergere orch, Ross 
Fenton Farms, Asbury Park, N. J. 

Marla Forbes, singer, into the 
Monseigneur Restaurant, N. Y 

Enric Madriguera Orch., Josephine 
Huston, Gine, DeQuincy and Lewis, 
and Edna Janis at the Surfside, 
Atlantic Beach, L. I. 

Harriet deGoff, singer, replaced 
Marjorie Gainsworth at the Ver- 
sailles, New York. 

Senorita Diosa Costello, dancer 
added to Eddie Davis’ revue at Leon 
and Eddie’s, N. Y. 

Oliver Wakefield, Lotte Goslar, 
Texas Tommy and his trained pony, 
Helen Myers, Dr. Sydney Ross listed 
in the new show at the Rainbow 
Room, N. Y. 

Suzanne Finchley, singer, new- 
comer to the Hickory Lodge, Larch- 
mont, N. Y. 

Penny Roche now doing the vocals 
for Henri Noel Orch, at the French 








Casino, Atlantic City, N. J. 


A. C. American Legion Benefit Fails - 
To Pay Off on $1 0,000 Show; Acts Suing 





vy 


Georgia Shuts Down 
On Gambling Spot 


Chattanooga, Tenn., July 13. 

City’s chief hot-spot last year, the 
Club Stardust, won’t open this sea- 
son. 

Owner Fred Gill said ‘it’s a long 
story,’ when asked why not. Club 
is just over the Georgia state line 
and out of reach of the city and 
county police here. But officials in 
Walker County, Ga., are reported to 
have handed down word that it will 
be raided the minute it opens. 

Last year the spot, on top of Look- 
out Mountain, did sock business 
with drinks and gambling rife. 
Owner spent about $40,000 furnish- 
ing it. 


Fanchon & Marco 


Snubbed on K. C. 
Affair; MCA In 


Kansas City, July 13. 

Coin for talent outlay for second 
annual Jubilesta which will be held 
in the Muny aud Sept. 17 to 25 will 
touch $150,000. Only contract to date 
is for ‘Great Waltz’ and calls for a 
$16,000 guarantee. 

In a meeting with executive com- 
mittee of Jubilesta last week W. H. 
Stein, of Music Corperation of 
America, submitted a list of obtain- 
able attractions. Jack Benny was of- 
fered for a single performance at 
$10,000. Orchs offered include, Wayne 
King, Eddy Duchin, and Benny 
Goodman and were priced at $2,500 
for one day. Committee is also con- 
sidering Ritz Brothers, Rubinoff, who 
topped last year’s draw, and Edgar 
Bergen. 

Fanchon & Marco, of L. A. have 
offered to pay expenses for a com- 
mittee from Kansas City to come to 
the Coast to look over a show to be 
set for the entire period of the Jubi- 
lesta. Local committee wrote a 
vague note that amounted to a turn- 
down on even looking the show over. 
F & M have been trying pretty hard 
to get a look in but nothing to date. 
So it looks like MCA all the way. 


Three Orchestras Get 
Loew Vaude Spots 


Gus Arnheim’s orch has_ been 
spotted for two vaude weeks by 
Loew’s, opening July 29 at the State, 
New York, and going to Washington 
the week following. 

Band is currently 
Yorker hotel, N. Y. 

Circuit has also set two other 
combos. Jimmy Dorsey’s aggrega- 
tion plays Washington week of 
August 13, with the Stanley, Pitt., to 
follow. Chick Webb’s colored orch 
goes into the State on Broadway 
week of August 19. 














at the New 





Chi Palace Bookings 
Lucy Monroe and Shaw and Lee 
go into the RKO Palace, Chicago, 
week of July 23. 
William Morris office agented. 





CRA One-Niter Unit Starts 10-Week 
Swing; Jackie Coogan Band As Tops 





Chicago, July 13. 

First of the Consolidated Radio 
Artists’ one-niter units to get going 
opens this week, at Kearney, Neb., 
July 16. 

Idea of unit, which has been built 
by CRA in co-operation with Fan- 
chon & Marco, is to deliver intact, 
a band, plus a floor show, to be 
played in dance spots. 

Good deal of enthusiasm for the 
unit by CRA, based on the publicity 
niteries throughout the country have 
received during the past couple of 
years, and figure this to be a means 
of giving such entertainment to 
towns where larger niteries, or 
niteries capable of affording names, 
do not exist. 

Unit will play for dancing the 
entire evening, and give one or two 
45 minute shows, depending upon 





the number of hours in the current 
evening. So far two weeks have 
been booked from the local CRA of- 
fices, two more from Cleveland and 
two from N. Y., after which the unit 
doubles back, playing southwest ter- 
ritory, to make the bookings total 
10 weeks, 

Line-up includes the Jackie Coo- 
gan 12-man band and four acts, all 
billed as the ‘Jackie Coogan Holly- 
wood Hit Parade.’ Acts include Lila 
Lee, former picture star; Princess 
Lulana, Hawaiian dancer from 
‘Waikiki Wedding’ (Par); Thaya 
Foster, singer, and Don Eddy and 
Lillian Tours, dance team. 

Booking is on guarantee and per- 
centage, with CRA reported to be 
watching the Coogan unit dates 
closely, with idea of using them as a 
wedge for more of the same. 


Complaint charging P. J. Me- 
Andrews, president of the United 
States Ass’n., Inc., of New York, 
with failure to pay off acts in a 
$10,000 show at Convention Hall, 
Atlantic City, July 2, was filed yes- 
terday (Tuesday) with License Com- 
missioner Paul Moss. Hearing on 
the matter will be held Friday (16) 
if McAndrews is served. 

Charge was instituted by I. Robert 
Broder, attorney for Lester Cole’s 
Singers (12), Beale Street Boys and 
the Piecchiani Troupe. Also present 
at the License Dept. on Monday was 
Lou Randell, attorney for Fifi Dor- 
say, Charles Carrier and Joe Lewis. 
Latter three turns also claim they 
were not paid off. 

Show was supposedly a benefit for 
the A. C. American Legion relief 
fund. However, when it failed to 
draw sufficiently to pay off what 
represented a $10,000 total of talent, 
the American Legion disclaimed any 
official connection with the affair. 
A. L. stated it loaned its name to the 
promotion strictly for a percentage 
of the profits, without any financial 
responsibility. 

Around 19 acts were involved, in- 
cluding James J. Braddock, ex- 
heavyweight champ, Dan Healy, 
Arren and Broderick, Samuel Bros., 
Harriet Hays, Lime Trio, Mullen Sis- 


ters, Blackface Eddie Nelson, 
Maritza, Ingagi, Millie and Billie, 
Sugar Nichols, Vallee and Lee, 


American Federation of Actors is at- 
tempting to collect for some of these 
acts. 

McAndrews is involved through 
the USA, Inc., having booked the 
show. Associated with the office are 
Marvin Welt, Herbert Hoey and Bob 
Higgins (Lydell and), Welt, Hoey 
and Higgins are of show business, 
but McAndrews is a layman, sup- 
posedly an engineer in the employ, 
though not a member of, the VU. S. 
Army. 


@ 15 YEARS AGO e@ 


(From Variety and Clipper) 














Western Pennsylvania Theatre 
Owners shocked the Hays office by 
coming out in favor of censorship. 
Also took a slap at the Hays organi- 
zation, 





Shortage of good film features 
along B’way. Daily change houses 
were panicked. 





Appellate division of N. Y. su- 
preme court decided against the 
Pathe contention that newsreels 
were immune to censorship. 





Mae West at the Palace and get- 
ting another rave review. Jack Lait 
called her ‘another Ethel Levey.’ Nice 
to Harry Richman, too. 





O'Neill and Flippen among the 
new acts. Tryout at the 5th. Ave, 
Spotted as evidently from burlesque, 
Flippen was working in blackface. 





Shuberts and Erlanger signed a 
pact not to book racial or caricatures 
for the coming season. Sounded 
good, but didn’t mean much. Fol- 
lowing the Hays ukase. 





American Society of Composers, 
Authors and Publishers cut a $38,000 
melon. Tops to date. Variety stated 
that it could have gone to $60,000 
had all collections been made, but it 
was feared some collections might 
have bankrupted some small debtors. 
(This year ASCAP will cut up $5,- 
000,000.) 





Loew office was booking only two 
weeks ahead. Keeping the books 
open for spot opportunities. Pre- 
vious season circuit had lost some 
good ones through being overbooked. 





Gus Hill conducting a one-man 
fight against Columbia burlesque 
wheel management. Said it was all 
wrong. Was a stockholder. 





Jesse Block was at the State-Lake, 
Chicago, teamed with Francene 
Dunlop. Not a knockout, but doing 
well, 





Trixie Friganza was topper at the 
Golden Gate, ’Frisco. She was do- 
ing a Russian number, but no hock 
steps. 





Glut of amateur revues around 
N. Y. vaudfilm houses, but no Maj. 





Bowes. so they faded again. 
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Nitery Reviews 


SURFSIDE 


(ATLANTIC BEACH, L. L) 
New two-week show debuted at 
this bathing-dining-dancing (all for 
$3) beach spot Thursday night (8), 
in the midst of the season’s worst 
heat wave. Layout is forte on the 
draw ordinarily, including Enric 


Madriguera’s orch, Josephine Hus- | 


ton, Gine, DeQuincey and Lewis, 
hoke adagioists, and Edna Janice, in- 
terpretive buck ’n’ winger, but the 
fact that the Surfside itself offers 
no relief from the humidity is a 
serious drawback. 

Friday night, for instance, the big 
room contained less than 100 cus- 
tomers. Opening night was naturally 
bigger, due to friends of the incom- 
ing entertainers, song pluggers, etc., 
but once the show was on its own 
the heat told. Rather incongruous 
to suggest that a beach roadhouse 
needs air-conditioning, but that’s ac- 
tually the case. For some reason or 


other this spot, though plenty win- | 


dowed and right on the ocean, is far 
from being a cooler-offer. 

This was especially reflected in the 
few couples Friday night who ven- 
tured to test the very terpsable 
rhythms of the Madrilguera crew. 
Latter’s sessions, in fact, took on the 
aspect of concerts. Under more fa- 


vorable conditions, the Madriguera | 


combe would be expected to jam a 
dance floor. 

Orch has only one singing special- 
ist, Patricia Gilmore. A looker, Miss 


Gilmore would also make a good | 


impression vocaily if she would learn 
to control her top notes. 

She conflicts, also, with the sing- 
ing of the show’s feature, Josephine 
Huston, Latter delivered feur tunes 
Friday night, but, as has been true 
of her other performances of late, 


her selection of tunes was not so) 
However, the lack of an audi- | 


wise. 
ence probably heightened the faults, 


just as it negated the other acts in | 


the show. 

Miss Huston closes the floor en- 
tertainment, doubling as m.c. for the 
two acts preceding her singing ses- 


sion. Opener is the Gine, DeQuincey | 


and Lewis trio, whose zany work is 
standard by now. They were as defi- 
nite a click as an act could be in 
front of such a small audience. Also 
scoring was Edna Janice, a young- 
ster who apparently has studied the 
work cf Paul Draper. Her hoofing 
is almost satirical and delivery ex- 
cellent, though a bit stiffly. She'll 


loosen up and improve as she goes | 
along, and it looks as though she'll | 


go far. 
Surfside’s tariff is extremely rea- 
sonable. Three dollars permits one 


to bathe on the private beach in the | 


indoor pool all day; entitled to a 
dinner plus the dancing and floor- 
show. Totals to $6 per couple, if 
they don’t drink, which is plenty 
low. Scho. 


HOTEL NEW YORKER 


(NEW YORK) 

A click in previous seasons, the 
intensified current interest in ice- 
skating sees the Hotel New Yorker's 
Terrace room doing turnaway biz 
with an Ice Show, in lieu of the 
regular floor revue. On a movable, 
but practical rink, extended from be- 
neath the bandstand, an ice carnival 
headed by the vet Norval Baptie and 
Gladys Lamb, fancy skating duo, is 
not only a seasonal novelty, but a 
corking idea, 

Personable ice-skating ballet com- 
prising DeLories, May, Bobby and 
Dorothy, plus Eric Wait, Bobby Duf- 
fy and Harris Legg run the gamut 
of intricate, whirlwind, figure-skat- 


{ing and comedy work on the run- 
jners. Legit rink stuff embraces 
| whirls, ballroom dances, trick jumps 
over barrels: etc. Comedy includes 
|a Barneygooglesque Spark-plug, with 
|the rear and hind legs getting tan- 
gled up, plus hoke femme persona- 
tions on the runners. 


Skating is of big league caliber 
throughout, and with Baptie and 


Miss Lamb heading it all up, it’s a 
sock novelty. 

Musical backup is Gus Arnheim’s 
crack dance band, with Jane Rob- 


bins featured vocally. Arnheim is a | 


standard and knows how to mix. 
Maestro is now batoning exclusively 
instead of presiding from the ivories, 
as heretofore. Abel. 


CHEZ PAREE, CHI 


Chicago, July 9. 

While other spots in town may 
yelp about the lack of customers, the 
Chez Paree rolls merrily along, 
playing to capacity night after night. 
Not infrequently the nitery sticks 
'an ad in the papers notifying the 
| public that all tables already have 





been reserved for that evening, and | 


Saturday and Sunday nights reg- 
ularly see turn-away business. 

Chez is admittedly the top-notch 
| nite spot of the midwest. Mike 
Fritzei and Joe Jacobson make an 
ideal nitery combination; Fritzel is a 
| great greeter and knows every angle 
of operation. while Jacobson is a 
| clever showman. 

Currently, despite the heat, place 
is jammed nightly because of the 
| line-up of acts. Lou Holtz, Helen 
Morgan, Georgie Tapps, Readinger 
| Twins, Rosemary Deering and Lily 
| Carmen, in addition to the Henry 
Busse orchestra, have no fear of 
heat as competition. 

Holtz is m.c.’ing and doing more 
work that way than as an act on his 
own. Still the top man, as far as 
story-telling is concerned, Holtz 
| doesn’t give this audience anywhere 
near the amount of Lapidus yarns 
| that they seem to want. On show 
| caught did only two stories. 

There is great danger that Helen 
Morgan is letting herself become a 
| tradition, based on ‘Showboat’ tunes. 
She’d best guard against that. or 
she’s likely to wind up doing fare- 
well tours. She wasn’t working very 
hard when caught, and appeared to 
be taking the easiest way. Georgie 
Tapps has had his schnozzle re- 
shaped, and gone a bit ho-hum at 
the same time. He isn’t the same 
tussling dancer that he was. He 
| has now gone in for ‘mood crea- 
| tions,’ rather than rap-a-tapp-tapp 
hoofing. He is still a smooth dancer 
but he’s trying too hard to forget 
the things that count. 

Rosemary Deering has always 
been a clean-cut single with her two 
ballet numbers, especially her open- 
| ing pony bit. Makes a slick appear- 
ance and satisfies. Same steady 
showmanship and performance iden- 
tifies the Readinger Twins, who are 
especially nifty in their opening 
harlequin routine. Girls can play 
niteries or theatres—they always 
make good. Lily Carmen is a good 
swing songstress, with plenty of 
rhythm on the ball, and she isn’t 
| hard on the eyes. either. Henry 

has a single vocalist who 
doesn’t auite weigh 250 pounds, but 
close to it. There must be a reason 
ay Busse has him out there sing- 
ing, 
Busse’s orchestra itself is back on 
| the bandstand, to the satisfaction of 
all the customers. His is the one 
band which has. clicked as a steady 
favorite at this tough-to-please spot. 

His music is smart dansapation and 

tops in floor show accompaniment. 
Gold. 
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WILLOWS 


(PITTSBURGH) 
Pittsburgh, July 9. 

Looks like town’s ace roadhouse 
spot, staging a comeback after a 
couple of seasons in the doghouse, 
has landed another winner in Woody 
Herman's band. Youthful leader is 
an alumnus of Tom Gerun, Gus Arn- 
heim and Isham Jones outfits and 
he’s assembled a good-looking, young 
and musically smart organization 
that gives "em swing when they want 
it and soft, lush romantic melodies 
as well. 

Willows is in the hands of a group 
of five Pittsburgh men without any 
previous nitery experience and 
they’re being wisely piloted by 





| Rockwell-O’Keefe office, doing the 
bookings here and also being con- 
sulted on policy in general. R-O’K 
| started them. off with Artie Shaw 
|for four weeks, just long enough, 


land now Herman, both the type of 
| maestros Willows mob goes for. 

Herman’s crew is chiefly brass, 
with a fiddle, a guitar and a bass 
to give it the proper balance. Boys 
all have pleasing personalities, with 
Herman, a whiz on the clarinet, 
showing them the way in this de- 
partment. He's an active maestro 
with a slick sense of humor that’s 
reflected from the stand, a crack 
showman and otherwise bearing all 
of the earmarks of a comer. 

Herman himself is a versatile fel- 
low, an expert hoofer, musician and 
vocalist. He's never still a moment 
up there with the stick and the kids 
are constantly hanging on the fringes 
of the stand to watch him spill his 
bag of tricks. Willows has no floor 
show, but band usually gives them 
a quarter of an hour of novelty stuff 
that’s a sock substitute. It’s a series 
of impressions of name bands, a 
fairly conventional stunt, but not 
the way Herman sells it. Whole 
thing is done in a broad manner, 
with the leader kidding the proce- 
dure yet actually producing some- 
thing that’s pretty near the tops in 
musical satire. 

Gal vocalist with band is Sharri 
Kaye, a classy looking little brunette 
with a pleasant voice and s.a. She's 
prominently featured and selis a 
tune with the face as well as the 
pipes. That’s always a good combe, 
and particularly effective in Miss 
Kaye's case. 

Since opening, Willows has de- 
cided to go in for volume biz, with 
the result that the cover, 50 cents 
on week nights and 75 cents on 
week-ends, has been dropped, with 
a minimum charge, $1 and $1.50, 
substituted. Cohen. 


SNI-A-BAR GARDENS 


(KANSAS CITY) 
Kansas City, July 9. 

Spot is located some 15 miles 
east of town and has as a draw 
‘dancing under the stars,’ Boyd Rae- 
burn’s band and excellent foods. It 
is one of the best known dance spots 
here and has been in operation many 
years. 

Walt Rainey, veteran operator who 
also has the 85 Club here, is attempt- 
ing to build this place into a class 
spot. He took over Sni-A-Bar last 
year and has done extensive re- 
decorating. Place has a large garden 
for dining and dancing as well as a 
pavilion. He will keep the place 
open until the first of the year. 

A no-couvert policy prevails. Din- 
ners are from $1.25 and drinks at 
pop scale. 

Boyd Raeburn’s 1l-piece crew is 
on the stand. Raeburn is at present 
fronting a band in Chicago, so, in his 
absence, Mort Franklin batons. Band 
dishes out danceable rhythms. 
Vocals are handled by Mrs. Boyd 
Raeburn, who is billed as Lorraine. 
A strolling trio, Claude Denny’s 
Night-hawks, take care of inter- 
missions. 

Week-end biz is swell and mod- 
erately so during the week. Place is 
noted for its cool location and as 
summer heat wears on biz should 
reach near capacity throughout the 
week. 

Rainey, however, is keeping the 
overhead trimmed in aii depari- 
ments. He’s found that acts are less 
of a draw than good food and music, 
so he has dispensed with them here 
and at the 85 Club. Latter will prob- 
ably take on vaude turns again for 
winter season. Hoyt. 


NIXON CAFE 


(PITTSBURGH) 
Pittsburgh, July 8. 

Tony Conforti has two warm- 
weather selling points for his Nixon 
cafe. It’s the only air-cooled nitery 
in town and it’s also the only one 
with a floor show. He's cut down 
a bit on entertainment for the sum- 
mer, eliminating the chorus, but 
still ladeling out four and five acts 
that represent better than average 
floor entertainment. 

Current show is modeled along 
conventional lines, but with a nov- 
elty act in LeRoy and Sharp, ven- 
triloquists, that’s bound to be talked 
about. Mixed team has been kicking 
around for years and they’re now 
cashing in on the boom Edgar Bergen 
has produced in their field. Couple 
use life-sized dummies, and effect 
of what looks like a foursome is 
genuinely entertaining. They're both 
expert voice-tossers, and need only 
better material to really go places. 
Dialog is a trifle frayed and since 
Bergen has set the standard with 
his sophisticated chatter, ventrilo- 
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quists aiming for a comeback must 
necessarily. take a lesson from him. 
Otherwise, these kids seem to have 
what it takes. 

Remainder of show consists of 
Buddy Roberts, m.c.; dance team of 
Michael and Marita; Helen Lake, 
acrobatic hoofer, and Angelo Di 
Palma, operatic tenor who’s in his 
19th month here and _ still going 
strong. Michael and Marita are a 
good-looking, efficient pair of ball- 
roomers, but they make a mistake 
doing a slow. overly-long waltz num- 
ber for their entrance. Their smart 
cake-walk, a follow-up, is’: much bet- 
ter for an original impression and 
would set them in more solid. Rob- 
erts is a clean-cut youth who eases 
himself in nicely with straight an- 
nouncements and caresses the mike 





a couple of times in a crooning ses- | 


sion that’s effective. There’s a nice 
plush quality to his voice and he’s 
a pleasing salesman. Lake gal does 


two numbers, both of them well and | 


right in the floor show groove. 
Di Palma continues to hold down the 


closing spot here, because with this | 
anybedy to} 
Herman Mid- | 


mob it’s too tough for 
try and follow him. 
dieman’s orch likewise looks like a 
pretty permanent fixture here and 


improving all the time. Cohen, 


BLANDI’S 
(PITTSBURGH) 
Pittsburgh, July 10. 

For years. Frank Blandi has been 
running class restaurants 
town, specializing in good food and 
forgetting about entertainment. 
summer he took a crack at the Wil- 
lows, Oakmont roadhouse, but the 
venture didn’t pan. This season he 
and his brother, Sam, dug up some 
fresh coin and they’ve come up with 
an open air dance spot which will 
match anything of its kind in these 
parts. 

Present site of Blandi’s was orig- 
inally Sanders Inn, at one time the 
biggest paying nitery around. It’s 
about seven miles out of town and 
located in one of the few actually 
cool spots in this vicinity. 

Blandis haven’t been economical. 
They’ve awninged the sides attrac 
tively, put in a new dance surface 
and only that section of the whole 
layout is under the stars. In case 
of bad weather, there’s an indoor 
room, the original Sanders, plenty 
reomy, good-looking and comfort- 
able. However, it’s the dancing un- 
der the sky that’s the chief lure and 
Blandi’s can hardly expect much in 
case of rain, unless it starts after the 
crowd has assembled. 

For entertainment, the manage- 
ment is trying something different— 
film shorts. Started out with old- 
time clips but stuck in a few mod- 
ern two-reelers, most of them of 
name bands, and found them most 
successful. Screen is dropped in 
front of bandstand and there’s about 
half an hour of screen show a night. 

Orch is Bob Clayman’s. local 
maestro, who'll soon become the son- 
in-law of another fiddler, Dave Rub- 
inoff. Clayman’s outfit is composed 
of locals and he’s assembled a sur- 
prisingly good dance outfit, with the 
backbone in the trumpet section led 
by Sally LaPerch, late of Ben Pol- 
lock’s band. For vocalists there are 
Milton Clayman, brother of the 
leader, and Muriel Caldwell. 

No cover, with the usual minimum 
checks in this section, $1 on week 
nights and $1.50 on week-ends. It’s 
the best-looking outdoor place the 
town has eyer had and should get 
its share of coin. Cohen. 


GROSVENOR HOUSE 


(LONDON) 
London, July 2. 

With the departure of the De Mar- 
cos from the Grosvenor House cab- 
aret, the management booked a 
straight variety show of more than 
general merit. 

Topliners are Harris and Shore, 
comedy dancers, whose terpsichorean 
antics make a fitting booking fol- 
lowing the run of the decorous and 
decorative De Marcos. 

Gene Sheldon with his banjo and 
Loretta Fischer entertain and amuse. 
Opening act is the Keene Twins and 
Vic and Lamarr, with their acro- 
batic stepping. 

Paul Remos and his Wonder Boys 
(midgets) do an almost entirely dif- 
ferent act from the one they present 
in the variety theatres here, and 
Bob Hall, who visited the supper 
tables in advance to get some dope 
for his comments in rhyme and song, 
complete the program. 

Individually, the acts are satisfac- 
tory, but, somehow or other, they 
do not seem to blend felicitously. 

Jolo. 








(PARIS) 
Paris, July 1. 
This is a new one a little off the 
beaten track of niteries in this town 


Last | 


| 


| 
| 
i 








and backed by a newcomer in the | 


night life line, but stackup of ex- 
clusiveness will make it either a 
winner or a flop. Reckoned to cull 
those of the upper class or those 
with plenty of jingle, this is truly a 
beautiful little spot where intimacy 
with those on the top strata can be 
had for the price. 

Like those on the same level such 
as Sheherazade and Casanova, Le 
Roy Rene goes in almost exclusively 


for singers, with a dunce act now 
and then which can work in the 
small available floor space. All tal- 
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ent presently billed is French, with 
the exception of an English nude 
dancer from the Folies-Bergere. 

Singers include four women and 
one man, Regine Plovence, Blanche 
Sazy, Nainne Becker, Claude Yvane 
and Tanys. Lorna Rhode is the 
dancer. Variety of songs offered 
run the gamut of French offerings 
to the equivalent of blues over here 
with Regine Plovence starting at the 
first and Jainne Becker on ‘he othe: 
end. Tanys is a tenor who has some 
commendable offerings. Claude 
Yvane has the most diverified repe- 
toire, but voice quality is not ex. 
ceptional. Lorna Rhode offers two 
numbers, of which a modified form 
of a fan dance catches best. 

Boby Chatromberg batons a five- 
piece string orchestra which pro- 
duces a variety of good dance music. 
His own violin solos also rate well 
Master of ceremonies is Michel 
Goyot, who does okay. Hugo 


LOPEZ GRABS CLASS 
SPA NITERY DATE 


First show for the Piping Rock 
Saratoga, for the coming season 
opening July 26 will be topped by 
Vincent Lopez’s orch. 
will 


Floorshow 
include Gomez and Winona. 


around | Rufe Davis, Peter Higgins and Viola 


Van. Herman Citron is booking the 
spot out of New York. 

Acts are being booked for oalyv 
two-week intervals, but the Lopez 
crew sticks for the entire 
Saratoga season. 


Vallee’s 256 in Dallas 


Dallas, July 13. 
Rudy Vallee is grossing $25,000 at 
the International Casino, on this. the 
first of a fortnight’s engagement. 
Otherwise, neither expo—here nor 
the one in Fort Worth—is 
much business. 


Six week 











doing 





Ross Wyse Pays Up 


Chicago, July 13. 
Attachment suit for $125 brought 
against Ross Wyse, Jr., in the Muni- 
cipal Court here by J. B. Stanton, 
gag writer, while Wyse was at the 
Chicago theatre last week, was set- 
tled out of court yesterday (12), and 


is to be dismissed today. 

Basis of suit was allege non-pay- 
ment for material. Henry A. Kal- 
cheim represented Ross. 





ICE FOLLIES AT DRAKE 
Chicago, July 13. 

With the Jack Denny band set 
until Aug. 27, the Drake Silver 
Forest Room has booked St. Moritz 
Ice Follies to replace the present 
floor show, beginning July 21. 

Consolidated Radio Artists is 
handling the deal. 


Cushman H.O. in LA. 
Los Angeles, July 13. 
Wilbur Cushman circuit will make 
its headquarters here, moving in 
from Dallas, ‘Texas. 
Circuit has 45 consecutive weeks 
for units of 15 or 20 people. 

















HAVANA—CUBA 


WANTED 


Vaudeville acts for theatres 
weeks or longer — roundirip 
portation from Miami, Fila. 
stating salary, full particulars, 
tos. CHAS, L. SASSEK, 300 W. 
Street, New York City. 


four 
trans- 
Write 
phe- 
49th 














W A N T E D e Professional Chorus 
* Girls, age 18-23; 
permanent line. Must be able ta do 
toe, acrobatic, tap and specialiies if 
possible. Salary $35.00 per week. 
Mail complete experience, weight, 
heighth, ete., and latest photograyh 
to RKO COLONIAL THEATRE, DAY- 
TON, OHIO. Work ceminencins 
early in August. Reply at once 
Transportation provided. 











PALLADIUM ‘GANG’ 
Not So ‘Crazy’ 


Dressed by 


SIDNEY FISHER 


75/77, Shaftesbury Avenue 
PICCADILLY, LONDON, ENG. 














Birthday. Everyday, Convalescent 
Greeting Cards 
In Boxed Assortments 
Very Liberal Commissions 
Write for particulars 
DOROTHEA ANTEL 
226 West 72nd St. New York, N. ¥. 











ania 























Wednesday, July 14, 1937 


VARIETY 


59 























NEXT WEEK (July 19) 
THIS WEEK (July 12) 


Variety Bills 






































Numerals in connection with biils below indicate opening day of 
show. whether full or split week 
| RKO Provincial | 
| 
; | 
CHICAGO Alyce Chapelle 
Palace (16) Earl Fox Week of July 12 
—_ CLEVELAND ABERDEEN mina y 
Ozzie Nelson Ore Palace (16) wea taatr srk fa ) Brookins & Van | 
Harriet Hilliard 4 Vespers ; _ Tivoli } NEWCASTLE 
Grace & Nico judy Starr Cookie Bowers Paramount 
son Cumm' . a Ronita Sis & N Teddy Joyce Bd 
ngs te . 
- . 7 a Sa Denvers } Palace 
pooner. & ¢ owe , oe | French & Jerome ‘Irene Mansell 
Nonchalants val ») 
Judy Starr 3 Stooges | 
Henry Youngman (9) 
Paul Haakon Major Bowes Co | 





_ 


Loew 





NEW YORK CITY 
State (15) 
Benny Davis Rev 
NORFOLK 
State (16) 

Mai Bowes Int'l Co 
PITTSBURGH 
Stanley -(16) 

Herman Bing 


Louise Massey Co 
Joe Venuti Bd 
WASHINGTON 
Capitol (16) 
Red Skelton 
Alphonse Berg Co 


Bert Frohman 








HARRY 


MAYER 


PRESENTS 


Tip Tap and Toe 
Duval 
TO WASHINGTON 
Via LEDDY & SMITH 

















Paramount 








NEW YORK CITY 
Paramount (14) 
Martha Raye 
Emery Deutsch 
Jack Williams 
BOSTON 
Metropolitan (16) 
Clyde Lucas Bd 
Jee Arena Co 
Linda Lee 
Troy & Lynn 
CHICAGO 
Chicago (16) 
Jack Starnes Co 
Rio Bros 
Oriental (16) 
Ted Mack Co 





DALLAS 
Casino (16) 
Rudy Vallee Ore 
Stan Kavanaugh 
B Minnevitch Boys 
3 Seilors 
Art Jarrett 
Georges & Jalna 
DETROIT 
Michigan (16) 
6 Top Hatters 
Tasty Yeast Jesters 
Will & G Ahearn 
Bredwins 
Karre Lebarron Co 
Emily Van Loessen 








Warner 





PHILADELPHIA 
Earle (16) 
Duke Ellington Ore 
(9) 


Henry Armetta 
Radio Station KYW 
dackie Green 
WASHINGTON 
Earle (16) 
Ade Duval 





Clifford & Marion 
Tip, Tap & Toe 
Buster Shaver Co 
(9) 
Samuels & Hayes 
Tommy Martin 


Ross, Pierre & 8 
4 Kraddocks 





Independent 





INDIANAFOLIS 
Lyrie (9) 
Sammy White 
Masters & Rolling 
Varsity Co-eds 
Jack LaVier Co 
Fortunello & ¢ 
Fitz & Cahill 


(16) 
Lowe, Hite & 8 
Bert Walton 


Ross & Stone 
Harrison’s Circus 
Sandra & Wynters 
Dorothy Byton Gls 








London 





Week of July 12 


Canterbury M. H. 
Ist half (12-14) 
Creighton Boys &S 

Desardo 2 
2d half (15-17 
24 Corona Bakes 
Campbell & Wise 
» Deminion 
Rawiez & Landauer 
Trocadero Rest. 
Hutch 
ant Nina 
orman ; 
DAinn Bros 
Paddy Brown 


BRIXTON 
; Astoria 
Billy Cotton Ba 
CAMDEN TOWN 
‘ Gaumont 
Chris Charlton Co 
CLAPTON 


Rin 
Durham & Kildare 
Sereno & June 
Bashful Boys 

EAST HAM 
. Granada 
Vardell 4 
atsuma & Ona 
ctor Moreton 
EDMONTON 

Empire 
Jose Moreno 
Halls & Page 
Helena 3 
FINSBI RY 

Astoria 
Jack Hylton Ba 
Wilbur Hall 
Joe Rossi 
Fredy Schweitzer 
Swinctet 
720 Lyons 

Psey Dell 

Dick Murphy 

Eddie Hooper 

HAMMERSMITH 
al 

Hobart 3 ie 


PAKK 








| Levis 


M & H Nesbitt 
ISLINGTON 
Blue Hall 
ist half (12-14) 
24 Corona Babes 
Campbell & Whse 
2d half (15-17) 
Creighton Boyvs&S 
Desardo 2 
LEWISHAM 
Palace 
Masu & Yuri 
3 Willards 
LEYTONSTONE 
Rialto 
Vardell 4 
McDonald 2 & M 
Victor Moreton 


| 
OLD KENT ROAD | 


Astoria 
Jack Hylton Ra 
SHEPH’RDS BUSH 
Pavilion 
Hobart 3 
M & H Nesbitt 
STREATHAM 
Astoria 
Radio 
Palace 
Masu & Yuri 
Gedes Bros 


Act 


TOOTING 

Granada 
5 Hertzogs 
Velda & Vann 


Levanda 
TOTTENHAM 
Palace 


Durham & Kildare 
Sereno & June 
Bashful Boys 


TOTTENHAM 
COURT ROAD 


Paramount 
Joe Loss Ra 
WALTHAMSTOW 

Granada 
Jose Moreno 
Halls & Page 


Rolls & Dorothy 


ee 


Cabaret Bills 





Barney Gallant's 
June Elkins 

Luan Craig 

3 Musical Rogues 
Meri & Meriam 


3 Dandies 


Bertolotti’s 
Jimmy Whalen Orc 
Tommy Harris Ore 
Yula Flournoy 
Nysa Alna 
Joyce Faye 
| Greta Lewis 

Bull’s Gay 90's 
| Eddie Leonard 
| Joe Howard 
Spike Harrison 
Ethel Gilbert 
Gus Wicke 
Emitt Casey 
Jim Bishop 


Caliente 
Beth Raborn 
Helen Shaw 
Ruth Wayne 
Carol Sis 
3 Rhythm Boys 
Caliente Cabelleros 


Claremont Inn 
Jolly Coburn Ore 
Club Gaucho 


Vaccaro’s Orch 
Jose Diaz 
Trini Plaza 
Lita Moya 
Helen Virgil 
Dimitri 


Club Mirador 


(Roof Garden) 


Buddy Wagner Orc 
Marion Martin 
Jack Osterman 

3 Blondes 

Eddie Lang 
Winifred & Lorr’ne 
Jacqueline Joyce 
Renee Villon 

| Joan Vickers 


Club Yumuri 


Don Hilberto Ore 
Antonio & Carito 
Sarita Herrara 
tosita Ortega 


Jack Dempsey’s 
E Carpenter Ore 


E! Chico 


Don Alberto Ore 
Carlos Montoya 
3 Pampero 
D’Avolos & A 
Antonita Morales 
Jose & Patricia 
Las Guarecitas 
Rolando 


El Morocco 
Ernie Holst Ore 
French Casino 


V Travers Orc 
CG Cromwell Ore 
Adalet 

Feral Benga 
Betty Brite 
Betty Bruce 
Florence Chumbecos 
Hilda Elfonte 
Rolf Holbein 
Johnny Co 
Xavier Lemercier 
7 Maravillas 
Rekkofs 
Rhoenrads 
Florence Spencer 
Tullah & Myi 
Iris Wayne 


Vera Asp 
Eddie Rogers Ore 
Frotics 


Ralph Watkins Ore 
Glen Island Casino 
Nye Mayhew Orc 
Helen Reynolds 
Doug Newman 
Harry Williford 
Hickory lfouse 
Joe Marsala Ore 
Jim Moorehead 
| Hickory Lodge 
(Larchmont, N. Y.) 
Charles Barnet Orc 
Joan Bowes 
| Suzanne Finchley 
i'iyw'd Restaurant 
Mitchell Ayres Ore 
| E Jelesnick Ore 
| Jean Sargeant 
| Tune Lorraine 
| Debonairs 
i lL. Manning 
Kay Taylor 
tobby Joyce 
Ted Adair 
Patricia Gilmore 
Charmion 
Acnes & T Nip Jr 
Ruth Gaylor 
Glen Pope 
Hotel Ambassador 
Ramon Kamos Ore 
William Alder 
Paul Taubman 
Miote!l Astor 
(Roof Garden) 
Ted Le 
Radio Aces 
i Charlie Whittier 
Ruth Daye 
| Lita Lede 





Ore 


wie 


| 
| 
NEW YORK CITY | 








& Mitzi | 


H Hatters 
Lydda Sue 
Stuart Morgan 
Diaz Don & Dolores 
Marion Mann | 
Teddy Hale 

Sylvia Manon 4 | 


Hatet Uiltmore 
(Moonlight ‘lerrace) 
Horace Heidt 

Hotel Edison 
silly 
Hotel Houre 
Nat Brandwynne O 
Maxine Tappin 
Dick Stone 
Johnny Blue 
Murray Carun 
R J Callman 
Hotel Gov. Clinton 
Phil D'Arcy Ore 
Stuart Jules 
Kay Marshal} 

Hotel Lexington 
Andy Iona Ore 
Ray Kinney 
Meymo Holt 

Hotel McAlpin 

{Roof Garden) 

J Messner Orc 
Jeanne D'Arcy 

Hotel Montelatr 

(Casino-in-the-Air) 


Ore 


Swanson Ore 


Essex 


Coral Islanders 
Hat Hope Ore 
Herb Weil 


Electronic 3 
Felix Papile 
Hotel Murray Hill 
(Fountain Room) 


|; Lou 


|; Ann 





Toe Cappi Ore 
Nancy Garner 
Hotel New Yorker 
(Summer Terrace) 
Gus Arnheim Ore 
Evelyn Chandler 
Baptie & Lamb 


Hotel Park Central 
(Cocoanut Grove) 
Jerry Blaine Ore 
Ross & Edwards 
Darrell & Young 
Barney Grant 
Claire Scott 
Flying Whirlos 
Dorothy Jeffers 
St Clair & Elliot 
Ferry the Frog 
Tania & Kirsoft 
Hotel Pennavivanina 
Tommy Dorsey Orc 
Edythe Wright 
Jack Leonard 
Allen Storr 
3 Esquires 

Hotel Piccadilly 
Jeno Bartal Ore 


Hotel Pierre 

(Roof Garden) 
Basil Fomeen Ore 
Anne Heath 
Peppino & Camille 


Hotel Plaza 
Will McCune Ore 
Pancho Ore 
Paul Draper 
Neila Goodelle 

Hotel Roosevelt 
Freddie Starr Ore 
Hotel Savoy -Plaza 
Emile Petti Ore 
Russell Swan 
Hotel St. George 

(Brooklyn) 
Eli Dantzig Ore 
Charley Paul 


Hotel St. Morits 
(Sky Gardens) 
Hal Richards Ore 

Grisha 

Hotel St. Regis 

(Viennese Koof) 
Jacques Fray Ore 
A Rasch Dancers 
Pierce & Harris 

Hotel Taft 

Geo, Hall Ore 
Dolly Dawn 


Hotel Waldort- 
Astorin 
(Starlight Roof) 
Guy Lombardo Ore 
Ralph Rutgers Ore 

Roberta Jonay 
Raphael 
Hotel 
Ed 





Wellington | 
Mayehoff Ore 
dimmy Kelly's 
Lionel Rand Ore 
Joe Capello Ore 
Montmartre Boys 
Carter & Schaub 
Jimmie Costello 
3 Raymonds 
Danny Higgins 


Larue 


} 


| Eddie Davis Ore 


| 


| Horacio 


Hlirado Ore 


| Gene 


| Bob Grant 


| Edgar 


Edith 


Le Coq Rouge | 


Zito Ore 


| George Sterney 


Le Mirage 


Harry Horton Ore 


Cuguita 
Marie Almonte 
V MacNaughton 
Brown's 3 Shades 
Leon & Fuilsdie’s 
(Pago-Pago 
Lou Martin Ore 
Eddie Davis 
Patricia Gilmore 
Vivian Ray 
Gloria Cook 
James Keogan 
Nelsons Cats 
Haines Tate & S 
Tete & Kongo Co 
Mile Denise 
Norman & McKay 
Dioasa Costello 
Mon Paris 
Gene Fosdick Ore 
Laurence White 
Marion Pierce 
Versatile 3 
Monsigneur 
H Leonard 
Bob Shaw 
Marla Forbes 


Orc 


Mori’s 
Ferris Orc 
The Oaks 
Al Lambs Ore 
Tommy Lyman 
Gene Archer 

Onyx Club 


& Spirits of Rhythm 
Maxine & Janice 
Paradise 


Jay Freeman Ore 
Pennington 
Lucille Johnson 
Andrews Sis 
Place Elegante 
Bill Farrell 
Mario Basini 
Toto Canglosi 
Rex Gavitte 
Larry Mado Ore 
Rainbow Grill 
Emery 
Helen 


Deutsch Orc 
Myers 


Room) | 


Evalyn Tyner 
Cc & L Bonner 
Glover & La Mae 


Rainbow Koom 
Al Donahue Ore 
Eddie LeBaron Ore 
Oliver Wakefield 
Lotte Goslar 
Texas Tommy 
Helen Myers 
Dr Sydney Ross 


Riviera 


Mickey Alpert Ore 
Nano Rodrigo Ore 


| Lois Kay 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


Maurice Shaw 


Weire Bros 
Irene Beasley 
Nick Long Jr 
Kay Picture 
Nadine Gae 
Buster Shaver Co 
Ben Yost Collegians 
Sands Point Bath 
Club 

Paul Rebucci Ore 
Emily Stevenson 
Wilson Lang 

Stork Club 
Sonny Kendis Ore 
Martel Orc 
Surfside 
(Atlantic Beach) 
K Madr 


lo 


Gus 


gZuera re 

ephine Huston 

G DeQuincy & L 

Edna Janis 

Tavern On Green 
(Central Park) 
Ilughie Barrett Ore 


Valhalla 


Ore 
Marita 
Lorraine Barrett 
| Rond Hal 


Versailles 
H Rosenthal Ore 
Joe Rodriguez 
Carolyn Marsh 
Gomez & Winona 


ore 


CHICAGO 


Bali-Bali 
Billy White Ore 
Dancing 
Wardell 
Sally 


Dietrichs 
& Dade 
Joyce 


Biackhawk 
Joe Sanders 
Ronald & Roberta 
Pete the Newsboy 
June Glory 


Chez Paree 


Lou Holtz 

Helen Morgan 
Georgie Tapps 
Readinger 2 
Rosemary Deering 
Lillian Carmen 
Henry Busse Orc 


Club Maytiower 


Lou Sales Orc 
3% Variety Boys 
Mildred Rock 
4 McNally Sis 
Buddy & Selma 
4 Rhythm Girls 


Coconut Grove 
Mark Fisher Ore 
Jerry & Turk 
Paul Rosini 
Dawn & Darrow 
Frances Wills 
Kretlow Girls 

Colosimos 
Bob Tinsley 
Janis Andre 
Maxine DeShon 
Dorothy Wahl 
Willie Shore 


Congress Hotel 
(Casino) 

Jesse Crawford 
Helen Crawford 
Chas Carlile 
Bernhardt & G 
Diaz, Don, D & D 
Tommy Trent 
Varzos & McDowell 


Gay 90's 
Colleen 
Georgia Lucky 
Lew King 
Mignon 
Ingrid 
Jules Novit Ore 
Marion Miller 
Jack Elkins 


Harry’s N. ¥. 
Cabaret 
Chas Engles Ore 

Jack Irving 
Yvette 

Theo Troy 
Mildred Rock 

8 Parisians 

B. B. B. 

Rider Sis 

Palmer Sis 
Dorothy Johnston 


Hi-Hat 
Stroud 2 
Jean Sargent 
Gould Sis 
Patsy Oeden 
Marion Morgan 


| 
| 








Hotel Bismarck 
(Walnut Reom) 
Eddie Varzos Ore 
Lucio Garcia 
Walker 3 
The Duanos 
Dean Murphy 


Hotel Brevoort 
Dorothy Duval 
Karl Smith 
Commodore 
Joe Pariato 

Drake Hotel 
(Gold Coast Room) 
Jack Denny Ore 
Vox & Walters 
3 Olympics 
Rita Lester 
Dorothy Byton 


Duo 


Co 
Hotel Egdewater 
Beach 


(Board Walk) 
Bernie Cummins Or 


Gloria Sutter 

H Smith Ballet 
D'Angelo & Porter 
Gilbert Bros 
Verner, Lang & B 


Hotel Lasalle 
(Blue Fountain 
Room) 
King’s Jesters Ore 
Marjorie Whitney 

Gene Jerome 

Geo Howard 

Ira Bastow 

John Ravencroft 

Hotel Palmer House 
(Empire Room) 


| Eddy Duchin Ore 


Holland & Hart 
Bruce Holden 
Ellen Blair 
Mari Lynn 
4 Aristocrats 
Abbott Dancers 
Hotel Sherman 
(College Inn) 
Al Trace Ore 
Pliner & Earle 
3 Heat Waves 
The Bachelors 
Russell Crowell 
Coleman Clark Co 
Hotel Stevens 
(Continental Room) 
Carlos Molina 
Loyanne & Renard 
Janis Williams 
606 Club 
Billy Carr 
Nora Ford 
‘Boots’ Burns 
Etta Reed 
Ford & Barnes 
Yache Club 
Nino Rinaldo Ore 
Ann Lester 
Jackson, Mills & R 
Sonny & S Dahl 
Lester & Irmajean 
885 Club 
Johnny Hornert 
The Dictators 
Corlies & Palmer 
Mary Jane Dodd 


LOS ANGELES 


Bali 

Rruz Fletcher 
Charles Lawrence 
Beverly Whiishire 
Harry Owens Orc 
Harzer & May 
Vicky Joyce 
Mitzy Green 

Bilimore Bow!) 
Timmy Grier Ore 
Maidie & Ray 
Hank the Mule 
Bliss, Lewis & 
Delores & 
Dick Webster 
lov Hodges 
} Rhythm Rascals 
$} Randall Sis 

Cafe ‘a Muze 
Stan Clair Ore 
Park Ave Boys 
Ann Codee 
Marve 


Ash 
Andre 


Clover Club 
Ore 


Cocoanut Grove 
Geo Olsen's Ore 
Bergen 
MeCarthy 
Caldwell 


(Charlie 


Famous Door 
Tonah 
Keddie 


Jones 

Heal 
Hawaiian Paradise 
Brights Ore 


Sol 


| 


| F Gillette's 


Satini Tual Loa 
Sol Hoopi 
Wanda 
Diana Toy 
Lido 
Les Parker's 
Bill Roberts 
Bob Searles 


Little Club 


Jane Jones 
Paul Kendall 
Ilelen Warner 
Rose Valyda 


Club Hawaii 
Hawa & Co 
Omar's Dome 
George Redman Ore 

Don & Beverly 
Elmer 

Luana 

I, Gibson & Medina 
Gunther, Magician 
Naomi Warner 
George Markle 
Mimosa 

Pacific Sunset Club 
Al Heath Ore 
Winnie Mack 
Jerry Lee 

Peggy Page 
Martha Gammeter 
Janet Jordon 

Geo Ball's Rev 
G-Girls 
Buddy La Rue 


Ore 


ilan Ore 


Palomar 
Casa Loma Ore 
Glen Gray 














————— | 





Ray Dove 
Douglas Wright Co 
tiudson Metzger Gis 
Parts Inn 
Pete Contrelli Ore 
Dominic Columbo 
Ken Henryson 
Sylvia & Marjorie 
Conchita Toreno 
Bronlee Bros 
Henry Monet 
Thora Maitnhaison 
Marguerita del Rio 
Juan de Martinis 
Seven Seas 
Lonnie MelIntire Or 
Lily Gibson 
Somerset House 
Jack 





Owens 


Pat MacNelty 
Betty Borden 
Swing Ciub 
BBB 
Clarence Brown 
Walter Gallagher 
Topsy's 
Al Eldredge Ore 
The Dee Sisters 
Bonnie Lind 
Dorothy Roy 
Betty Brow n 
Lois Glaze 
Leona Rice 
Irene Berry 
Agnes Johnson 


Trocadero 
Dick Gasparre 


PHILADELPHIA 


Anchorage 
Craig 

Dyne 
Gould 
Kad Silverglade 
Sally La Marr 
Johnny Graff Ore 

Arcadia Int'l 
Milton Kellem Ore 
Don Renaldo Ore 
Mayfair Girls (8) 
rexas Tommy 
Kathryn Rand 
Andy & L Carr 
Eleanor Bowers 
irma Bundel 
Mario Villani 
Bellevue-Stratford 

(Planet Room) 
Meyer Davis Ore 
Ben Franklin Hotel 

(Coral Cafe) 
Moe Jaffe Ore 
Benay the Bum's 
Deloyd McKay 
Muriel Thomas 
Sasha Leonoff 
Frank Hall 
Mayo & Marie 
Kaye Hamilton 
Ralph Brown 


James 
Carolyn 


(yioria 


Embassy Club 
ee Perrins 
Billy Lee 
Pedro Blanco -Ore 


Helen Heath 
Warwick Sis 
Joyce Henry 
Dorothy Deppin 
Evergreen Casino 
Henry May Orc 
Helaine & D'n'lds’n 
Tom Barry 
Stanley Bros 
Melbo Boudeaux 
Mildred Sinclair 
Harry Glyn 

1523 Locust 
Bubbles Shelby 
Jane Farrer 
Kay Lavery 
Pepper Garat 
Linda Ray 
Peanuts Stewart 
Swing Kings Ore 
Hotel Adelphia Roof 


Vincent Rizzo Ore 
Harold Knight Ore 
Frank Gaby 
John Uppmann 
Al Bernie 
Alice Dawn 
Miriam Verne 
DeAngelo & Porter 
Sara Ann McCabe 
Agnes Tolle 
& Texas Rockets 
Evan B Fontaine 
Lambs Tavern 
Larry Meli Ore 
Little Rathskeller 
Jack Griftin Ore 
Kahn & DePinta 
Thelma Shearon 
Jimimy Kelly 
Steppe & Carlos 
Mary Little 
Mary Ellar 
Princess Marna 
Pierre’s 
Manny LaPorte Ore 
Roger Manning 
Warren & Durkin 
Pen Raymond 
Lillian Fox 
Ritz-Carlton 
(Crystal Room) 
Van Levis Ore 
Henry Patrick 
31 Club 


Bill Fiske Ore 
Jobn Renari 





Billie Brill 


Lorraine Rhoda 
Panthy Crawford 
Syd Raymond 
Dotty Winters 
Sis MeCall 


Sliver Lake Inn 
(Clementon) 


program, is making Salt Lake City 
retailers radio conscious. 

Each program, written by Richard 
Harris, station production manager, 
plugs a particular industry in town. 
Last Saturday night mechanical 
'refrigeration came in for a healthy 
play. Merchants receive unique 
broadside mailed by KDYL. 

Script breezy and musical accom- 
paniment grooves nicely with spiels. 


Main Street Deems Taylor 


Lancaster, Pa. 

With small town local production 
ideas and facilities never as plenti- 
ful as in larger communities Ross 
Evans, an announcer at WGAL, has, 
| by putting his enthusiasm for swing 
| music to a practical purpose, created 
'a cheap means of making a remote 
pick-up command attention In 
| sence he’s doing a small town Deems 
Taylor. 

Taking advantage of station piping 


es- 


Joe Milikopft Ore in a half hour weekly of Chet Lin- 
Beth Challis choln’s music from Rocky Springs, 
bernard de Pace local suburban dance _ spot, Ross 
Baters & Borgia asked to ‘interpret’ the swing. Per- 
20(h Century Tavern | Mission granted he carried on a line 
ae te of patter over, under and between 
Hazel Harman the swing measures which ultimately 
Marcelle Marchand | drew more listeners than the band. 
Billy & Dotty | His gabbing is mostly gossip about 
ty om ie | bands and bandsmen. He compares 
eniieth Cate | the sax section of one band with 
| another, describes the difference in 
Bobby i ~*~ | the way one outstander plays a 
Pewee Gillette ‘trumpet as-compared with another 
3 Parisettes j}and sleens profoundly through any 
Vernon Guy _ | “sweet” number. 
Chickle Martin ©o | Tdea is so good its got a sponsor 
pene Room |lined for fall even if it has to go 
523 acust tore 
Tohn Hamilton Ore | on discs. 
Jackie Mablie 
Paley avé ee Prize for Best Laugh 
Fats Smith New York City. 
bg RP Alan Courtney, who conducts a 


Cora Green 


Dutkin’s Kathskeller | times 


V Norman Ore 
Loma & Carr 
Ann Urcan 
Lillian Stuart 
Cleo Valenteen 
Wrank Ponti 
Stamp'’s Cafe 
Jack Hutchinson 


|Spelling Bee-Quiz program four 
wekly over WNEW, N. Y.., 
from the stage of the Paramount 
theatre, Newark, has framed a new 
interest-grabbing gag. He carries 
the microphone down into the audi- 
ence, asking various members picked 
at random, to laugh, Person picked 
as having the most contagious guf- 


Bella Belmont faw receives a season pass to the 

Paul Neff | theatre besides a cash award each 

Pastine & Marylin | broadcast. 

ti Frain ay Courtney builds up stunt so as to 

Oe ae b tain of genuine laughter by 
Venice Grill e certal g ' : 


Marty Barton Ore 
Dave Walls 
Fay Ray 
Katis & Ranassee 
Viking Cafe 
Penn Fay Ore 
Lew Foster 
Dot Landi 
Ray Delaney 
Patty LaVerne 
Mildred Benson 
Harry Sweeney 
Walton Roof 
Peter Kara Orc 
Betty & F 
Bob Gilbert 
International 3 
Harry Stevens 
Rene Barclay 
Walton 6 


Weber's Hof Brau 
(Camden) 


Lovis Chalkin Ore 
Ray Miller 

Olive White 
George La Tour 


Pickard & Seal 
Instrumental 3 
Hugo Klee 

Sid Golden 

Joe Ramona 

Ilse Hart 
Gregory Quinn Co 
Eldoradians 


Sunset Inn 


Dan Duncan Ore 
Betty Vallone 
Chubby Reed 
Polly Carewe 
Chas Murtha 
Peacock Gardens 


Sylvan Herman Ore 








Showmanship 


Roberts | 


flashing slides on the screen during 
contest. 





Jurgen’s Give Away Sheet 
New York. 


Lennen & Mitchell is putting out 
a weekly department and drug store 
giveaway, the ‘Jurgens Journal,’ 
| which is based to a major degree on 
| Walter Winchell’s connection with 

the hand lotion. In pictures 
| text much hoopla is made over Hol- 
| lywood. There are also beauty hints 
| and plugs on the product. ak 

| George Scher, L. & M.’s publicity 
director, is responsible for the ‘Jour- 
nal’ stunt. 








Military Training Tie-Up 
St. Louis. | 
Public Affairs Dept. of KMOX is 
presenting a series of programs from 


30-day encampment of the C.M.T.C. 
First airing, a 30-min wax, taken on 
spot and played next day, pictured 
Oati: of Allegiance ceremonies par- 
ticipated in by 1,400 youths and 45 
reserve officers. 


each week during encampment. Pro- 
gram enables parents of soldiers-to- 
be to keep in touch with offspring 
who forget to write home. 





KSFO’s Shakespeare Bally 


San Francisco. 
Heavy promotional campaign for 








(Continued from page 42) 





row penguins from the zoo, but the 
birds were all floored by the torrid 
waves and couldn’t be disturbed. 
Previous Tuesday Philly truckmen 
were balloting in mayor's office on 
CIO vs. A.F. of L., as aftermath of 
transportation strike which caused 


suspension of newspapers. 


WCAU 


put remote equipment into Hizzon- 
er’s suite to grab off final tally of 
ballot and a talk by the mayor on 


the results. 


Next Saturday city will stage pa- 
rade showing evolution of transpor- 


tation. 


Will include everything from 


ancient whaleboats, to high bikes, to 


modern motorcars 


and trains. In- 


steaa of usual description of line of 
march, WCAU taking short wave 
transmitter to point where parade 


forms. 


Will have riders and drivers 


of various vehicles describe and ex- 
plain things themselves. 


WCAW’S Social Register 


WCAM, Camden, 


Camden, N. J. 
becomes the 


city’s social headquarters through a 
|! recently initiated 5-10 minute daily 
| program given over to the announce- 


ment of dates and 


nal, club, YMCA, etc. meetings and 


gatherings. 


Listeners are inv 


formation 
near-future 


regarding 
non-commercial 


details of frater- 


ited to send jn in- 


Show is tagged ‘Social Register.’ 





Local Industry Salutes 


Designed primarily as a good wil] 
‘March 


builder-upper, 
weekly half hour 


Salt Lake City. 


of Progress 


KDYL produced 


Shakespeare series has been under- 
taken here by KSFO, local CBS out- 
let. Interpretive talks by university 
| profs and other authorities are being 
aired, personal contacts have been 
made with book stores, libraries, 
clubs, radio stores, drama groups and 
other such organizations, and plac- 
ards distributed in a variety of pub- 
lic places. Direct mail campaign 
was also conducted, with cultural 
and civic chiefs getting personal let- 
ters from the KSFO management, 





White House Recipes 


New York City. 

White House Favorites, recipes 
prepared for frequent serving at the 
table of the Roosevelt family in 
Washington, offered to NBC blue 
band listeners by Mrs. Franklin D. 
Roosevelt on her Pond’s Cream pro- 
gram. 

First Lady offered to send them 
|on a card for ready filing if requests 
| were addressed to individual stations. 


' 
| 
| 
| 








Managers, Clerks on Anni 


Norfolk, Va. 

anniversary broadcast of 
Peoples Service Drug Stores over 
WTAR, Norfolk, on July (9) had 
| managers of six stores and girl clerks 
take the air. Program was naiural 
as there were no rehearsals. Individe 
uals’ birthdays were also saluted with 
dedications. 


Fourth 


current and } —_——- 
events. | On the Envelope 
St. Louis. 
All outgoing maii from KMOX, 


CBS outlet here, carries on envelope 
ja list of outstanding programs car- 
ried over station. Out-of-town mail 
carries CBS highlights and city mail 
is stamped with local shows, 


and. 


Jefferson Barracks, Mo., during the - 


KMOX plans to present one wax ~ 
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MUSIC HALL, N. Y. 


A light little show, preceded by a 
heavy overture from ‘Lohengrin,’ 
aids and abets the bloody ‘Knight 
Without Armor’ (UA) here current- 
ly. Entire flesh presentation, for a 
radical change at the M.H. is in one 
set; a cutely devised one, however, 
to nicely set off the motif, clocks. 


Stage end is mainly dancing, but 
sufficiently colorful scenically and in 
costuming to offset the sameness. 
Florence Rogge, ballet mistress, is 
this week’s producer, which explains 
the accent on the terpsing, but she 
turns in a forte job, nevertheless. 

‘The Clocks’ is in eight episodes, 
each denoting a-different type of 
time-piece, such as ‘novelty clock.’ 
‘panjo clock,’ ‘sweetheart clock,’ etc. 
Heralding each are two okay femme 
hoofers, Polly Iuen and _ Eleanor 
James. Featured dancers are Leon 
Fokine, Piroska and Marie Grimaldi, 
in a neat little panto routine; Betty 
Pannister and Jack de Merchant, 
and Georgia Hayes, who does a toe- 
tap routine coming off a pendulum. 
Backing ’em all up is the male Glee 
Club, with the corps de ballet also 
inserted for a couple of numbers. 

Only two outside acts in the cur- 
rent show, with one of them, The 
Hartmans, providing the show’s big- 
-gest sock via their zany interpretive 
adagio dancing. Doing two routines 
and for a while it’s hard for those 
sitting back in the theatre to get a 
clear drift of what’s going on, but 
their comedy eventually gets ‘em. 
They bowed off at this catching to 
a strong applause. Other outside 
turn comprises the Vesper Bros. (4), 
average hand-to-hand balancers and 
tumblers. 

Biz opening night (Thursday) was 
good, despite record heat outdoors. 

Scho, 


ORIENTAL, CHI. 


Chicago, July 10. 

Shew Jacks bulk and quantity here 
currently, despite the presence of 
five acts and line of 12 girls. H’s a 
show that’s badly put together, with 
the result that the best is not ob- 
tuined from the material ovailabie. 

Perhaps one of the main detri- 
ments is the sad way the show gets 
started. It takes plenty of build-up 
to get the show going after Roy, Lee 
and Dunn finish their opening turn. 
Three men doing a comedy knock- 
about turn of the vintage of 1902. 
Gags are hoary with age, and they 
are delivered in the fashion of music 
hall performers of the early days. 

Following are three good turns to 
brighten things up. In the first 
place there are the Olvera Bros., a 
top notch head-balancing perch act. 
They make an excellent appearance 
and toss off a couple of swell tricks. 
Barbara Farks is a fine, clean-cut 
swing singer who has much on the 
ball. How much she has was ex- 
emplified by her big reception at the 
last performance on Friday despite 
a.weak selection of songs and an 
unfortunate choice of costume. That 
brown gown with rhinestones is too 
touzh onthe eyes. 

Thrée Stooges are back here again 
and an unquestioned click from start 
to finish. Tied this show up in knots 
and rated it. Not much change in 
their material, but evidently not 
necessary from the way they weut 
over with this mob. 

Single on the bill is Emiiy Van 
Losen, doing her two dance special- 
ties in front of the gal line. Always 
pleasing on the optics. 

Picture is ‘Born Reckless’ (20th). 
Business all right. Gold 





LYRIC, INDPLS. 


Indianapolis, July 11. 

Called ‘Crazy Quilt Revue,’ this is 
a vaude bill assembled here with no 
reason for its title other than the use 
of a ‘crazy quilt’ drop for the open- 
ing and closing line numbers by 
Murray Browne’s girls from Chi- 
cago. Every act on the bill does 
well, although Sammy White, head- 
lined turn, has his troubles holding 
down the closing spot. 

Following a nice build-up by an 
offstage voice, White opens with his 
song- number from ‘Cain and Mable’ 
(WB). Then he goes into a mixture 
ot comic attempts at operatic singing 
and jerky comedy dancing. Makes a 
phony exit and does a bit of un- 
necessary milking before he goes into 
a few minutes of talk. This leads into 
his best number which is the familiar 
burlesque of a fan dance. 

Sock of the bill is Johnny Masters 
and Rowena Rollins, whose efforts 
at chatter are not as good as their 
comedy dancing. Girl, with her 
long-legged jumping and mugging, 
puts the act over with man helping 
with slow motion dance with fast 
finish getting results. 
and Cirillino, aerobats in circus 
clown makeup, follow Masters and 


Rollins and precede Sammy White. | 


They hold spot all right with their 
nice finish as the midget member of 
the team does a series of turn-overs 
and lands neatly in a large carpet- 
bag earried off by the taller member. 

Jack» LaVier does his travesty on 
the ‘Man on the Flying Trapeze’ in 
deuce and scores. It’s his old trapeze 
act refurbished by LaVier’s appear- 
ance in tintype wardrobe with 
handlebar mustache. His talk gets 
laughs but it is the element of 
suspense as he wavers.in mid-air oo 
the trapeze that keeps the audience 
excited. Ben Yost’s Varsity Co-eds. 


Fortunello | 


a harmony singing group of six girls 
that is better on looks than voice, 
follow. Their nmumbers comprise 
‘Desert Song’ medley, Italian Street 
Song, and others. Their nonchalance 
set them nicely with this audience. 
Fitz and Cahill work hard as opener 
following a Beach number by _the 
line girls. They do about eight 
minutes of fast tap and eccentric 
dancing with one member getting 
plenty of laughs by his awkward at- 
tempts to duplicate the steps of his 
partner. . : 

Picture is ‘Riding on Air’ (RKO). 
| Business good Saturday. 


| 





er 


ROXY, N. Y. 


Finely cooled mammoth emporium 
| was limp in attendance Friday (9) 
night. The folks slumped prostrate 
in the pews. The excessive heat of 
the day must have enervated ’em en- 
tirely. They sat dully through the 
53-min. show, applauding but spas- 
modically and never enthusiastically. 

Layout is another of those stan- 
dard Roxy roundups that can thank 
the Gae Foster line of girls for the 
mild measure of success it achieves. 


In three routines, the girls lift up 
the show by the bootstraps, and give 
it bulk and background. 


After the line opens with a nice 
hoops’ routine, Max and his Gang of 
four terriers tales over. The act is 
still a standard, solid opener in 
which both the lad and his purps do 
acro tumbling. ’ 

Alexander Gray deuces with his 
baritoning, holding well with a med- 
ley of robust masculine songs and a 
pop. Before bowing off the girls 
slip in and essay a long and finely 
wrought picture number while Gray 
ac¢omps with his pipes while stand- 
ing near the wings. This time the 
Gae Fosters are sailboats, and pretty 
even-keeled at that. : 

Gil Lamb next with his comic 
dancing and clowning. The elon- 
gated lad is doing a single now. 
(Formerly was paired with Marion 
Bellett, who, incidentally played the 
Roxy last week.) His hoofing is still 
the core and cream of his work; the 
comedy is rather old and worn. 
Tommy Sanford, youthful harmoni- 
caist, is in to help broaden out the 
turn. His musiking was well re- 
|eeived. For a climax Lamb does the 
| harmonica-swallowing bit in pre- 
| cisely the manner Oliver (Laurel 
|and) Hardy did it in the recently 
| released ‘Pick a Star’ (MG). Was 

good for a large crate of cackles. 

Sylvia Manon has, for this date, 
altered the setting for her excellent 
adagio act. Gone are the porcelain 
lsets and the two sopranos as well 
las the 17th century costumes on the 
| two tossers and catchers. The boys 
|/are now dressed in white berets and 
| flannels. On appearance the turn 
loses much of its usual lustre. But 
the finely executed tossing around of 
| Miss Manon whams the act over. The 
line lassies precede the closer with a 
| parasol number, and stand grouped 
around till the adagio stuff is done, 
| then do a picture-pose finish. 
| Feature, ‘Two Who Dared’ (GN), 





‘which was reviewed in VARIETY in | 


the issue of June 16, Bert. 


Orpheum, Salt Lake 


Salt Lake, July 11. 

Each of the four flesh acts here 
this week, running nearly 48 min- 
utes, is colorless sans one real wallop 
jin entire setup. By Woodbury’s 
‘band, in ultimate moments, playing a 
| medley of ‘river songs’ causes audi- 
| ence to stir itself. 


Bobby Miller and Fraulein Elsa, 
| headliners, drew the mildest form of 
appreciation during a roller-skating 
act. Duo, while able skaters, lack 
showmanship but work hard to put 
act over. Even went so far as to 
invite patrons to go for a twirl on 
the stage. Several obliged, leaving 
the stage in dizzy appearance. Frau- 
lein goes for a double swivel spin, 
being flung through space while at- 
| tached to harness around partner’s 
head. This brought some applause. 


Norma Squires, blond songsiress of 
nite clubs, makes her stage debut 
| here. She has looks and nice singing 
| voice. Her stiffness indicated that 
she needed experience and expert 
| piloting before becoming a top- 
| notcher. 
| solo number, ‘The World Is Mine To- 
night,’ accompanied by band. 

Charles Parry, band member, does 
a swell orchestrating task on ‘Ro- 
berta’ score played by orch, with 





‘The -Touch of Your Hand.’ 

Woodbury, m.c., plays an effective 
and smooth clarinet solo of 
| Gets In Your Eyes.’ 


‘Smoke 


and cigarette tricks, turn cartwheels 
and generaliv razzle-dazzle them- 
| selves, but their chores are far from 
| being bits. Male member of team, 
and gal foil, work in full dress. For- 
mer’s slight-of-hand routine clicks: 
Audience appreciated the magic rou- 
tines more than their gymnastics. 

Joe Clive, cellist, newest addition 
| to band, scores with a cello number, 
'*The Swan.’ 

Rounding out the bill is Terry 
Howard, ‘little girl’ on Amos-Andy 
| broadcasts, and her partner, Jack 
Talley. Miss Howard's impersona- 
| Bate of a:little girl hit ‘em for all 
they had, but act’s: material could 
| feeshen.up, Dance finish also good. 

‘Married Before Breakfast’ (MG) 
on sereen, - Guss, 


However, she registered jn | 


The Tallmarks hof, sing, do card | 


PARAMOUNT, N. Y. 


(Martha Raye-Emery Deutsch) 

Quite a young riot at the Par this 
week, to the degree that, if bookings 
could be set back, the current Martha 
Raye-Emery Deutsch bandshow would 
stay beyond the scheduled fortnight. 
Miss Raye is the reason for the hub- 
bub and to-do, and what looked like 
one of those WPA mass picketing 
lines actually proved to be sidewalk 
standees the first two days. 

Paralleling only the sight of the 
kids swingin’ down the aisles to 
Benny Goodman’s tempos was the 


songstress at the first shows. Some 
of the youngsters walked boldly 
onto the rostrum and Miss Raye 


graphing their insignia of fan en- 
dorsement, but had to beg off by re- 
questing the ‘kids,’ as she called 
"em, to come backstage and she'd do 
the John-Hanecocking there. 


The Deutsch-Raye blend is a 
happy combo. Emery Deutsch 
(Play, Gypsy, Play’ and ‘When a 


Gypsy Makes His Violin Cry’) with 
his orchestra is doubling from the 
Rainbow Grill, N. Y. He bats out a 
smacko 30 minutes of swing-symph, 
of which his trademarked slide- 
trombone is the keynoted in stepping 
off the different numbers. He has a 
versatile crew of 11 ({o1'r brass, four 
reeds, and the usual complement), 
including Frank Parrish as tenor 
soloist with the band, plus Jackie 
Williams (New Acts) as an added 
starter. 

Parrish used to do a vaude spe- 
cialty all by himself, but under the 
new scheme of things, where vocal 
personalities with the more promi- 
nent bands have better opportunities 
for coming to Hollywood, radio and 
general attention, Parrish is pre- 
sented more advantageously. Just 
two vocal specialties, but whammo. 

The Par accords Deutsch’s band a 
sequence of atmospheric, stereop- 
tican backdrops—palm trees for the 
Hawaiian tunes, a sailboat for Par- 
rish’s ‘Sailboat and You’ ballad, a 
desert caravansary for the Duke El- 
lington ‘Caravan’ novelty, latter ex- 
tremely well done, incidentally. 
Martha Raye’s portion consumes 16 
mins. on her own, and they hollered 
for more, just as they did when 
Deutsch’s half hour was ended. 
Deutsch batons chiefly, but his brief 
violin snatches clicked. 

_Don Baker at the organ with his 
sing-swing contrasts tees off the 
show enthusiastically. His contrast- 
ing type of pops got spontaneous 
community-sing response and the 
organist wurlitzered himself to a 
neat score on his own. Newsreel 
and ‘Easy Living’ (Par), reviewed 
in last week’s Variety, complete the 
show. Biz opening two days very 
| healthy, almost of record propor- 


tions, but not quite. Abel. 








STANLEY, PITTS. 


Pittsburgh, July 9. 
Duke Ellington’s always been as 
| hot around this burg as the weather 
_is at present, so that 98 in the shade 
|didn’t keep the chocolate-colored 
maestro from: showing his _ b.o. 
medals. Marquee names of Spencer 
Tracy, Gladys George and Franchot 
Tone in ‘They Gave Him a Gun’ 
(MG) may have had something to do 
with filling the downstairs and three- 


, Quarters of the balcony at the open- 


ing, but chances are about 10 to 1 

that the Duke is the lad the manage- 

— can thank for the bulk of the 
iz. 

Reason for his consistency in these 
parts isn’t hard to spot. It’s simply 
that he always delivers with a session 
that’s bonafide band music and not 
the usual assortment of trick stuff 
his colored colleagues’ invariably 
emphasize. What's more. he’s a self- 
effacing maestro who parcels out the 
honors among his 14 men. 

Ellington’s making only one mis- 
take and that’s his lengthy prelude. 
| Almost five minutes of it and whole 
thing’s done behind a scrim curtain, 
with stage in totai darkness except 
for those faint spots highlighting the 
various sections as. they give out. 





down what would otherwise be a 
sock opening reception. 


lover a couple of hot platters and 
j then slowing down with his insinu- 


|the show happily balanced. Entire 
| program is designed to reduce usual 
| band sameness and it works plenty 
| effectively here. 

Smash of the presentation, insofar 
|as the audience is concerned, is the 
; precision hoofing of the Four Steppe 
| Brothers. Lads’ have a_ bang-up, 
sizzling session of tapmania and wind 
j}up ina whirl of tricky legging that 


| 
| Miss Squires doing an extra chorus of ting blue indigo rhythms to keep 
| 


_ makes it necessary for them to beg | 


ioff. Even then the mitt-pounding 


extended well into the next number. | 
another | 


| Ellington’s also carrving 
| dance act, Three Chococlateers, who 
have a_ specialty in 
|(RKO), and they’re also crowd 
favorites, although not up to Stéppe’s 
par. Trio specializes in eccentric 


less. 

Next-to-closing Ellington brings on 
his stfre-fire~ rhythm singer, Ivie 
Anderson, whd socks ‘across three 
numbets, winding up with’ da Circh 





surge of autograph-hounds on the | 


(New Acts) took it in stride by auto- | 


Lighting is particularly bad and bogs | 


Once the foots come up, however, | 
| and the outfit swings into high, the | 
_pace and returns are perfect. Elling- | 
|ton mixes ’em up smartly, slapping | 


‘New Faces’ | 


stuff -but too ‘much of it’s meaning- | 








in ‘All God’s Chillun Got Rhythm,’ 
number she did in ‘Day at the Races’ 
with Marxes. For an encore; she 
does a novelty number, with gag 
interpolations by the drummer, for a 
slick getaway. Ellington might have 
given the crowd a little more of his 
expert pianology. It’s sort of expected 
and he’s holding the keyboard finger- 
ing on his own down to a few bars 
midway in a couple of numbers. 
Dave Broudy’s overture is a nice 
collection of semi-classics, featuring 
Charlie Riley in a violin solo, and 
bill also includes Par newsreel and 
cartoon, Cohen. 





CAPITOL, WASH. 


Washington, July 13. 
| House back in form this week after 
| two weeks of straight vaude and im- 
ported unit while Division Producer 
Gene Ford was vacationing and 
looking over talent. Current stage 
array brings back Red Skelton as 
emcee, surrounded by six acts 
| worked into well-balanced revue. 

Due to length of bill overture is 
skipped, pit band piaying for silent 
trailers from stage. Skelton on for 
three minutes of swift chatter before 
curtains to start festivities. Lad puts 
’em across even if they’re corny by 
giving plenty, but fact that he still 
clings to standard cigar and felt hat 
business obstructs what has the mak- 
ings of distinctive personality. Altho 
he has played at least two weeks 
| here this season, he pulled two new 
|specialties out of the bag that 
| wowed em. First was burlesque ma- 
|gician bit with aid of props and a 
| blond and second was solo imperson- 
ations of various persons walking 
down street and gal powdering nose 
in restroom. Latter lacks polish of 
Cookie Bowers whose stuff it resem- 
bles strikingly, but makes up for it 
with enthusiasm that-literally drags 
the applause out. 

Gordon’s dogs open. Gordon’s 
chatter is nothing to rave about, bat 
informality and way dogs do their 
best tricks presumably through dis- 
obeying orders keeps things consist- 
ingly amusing. Swinging bar on which 
pup balances self and sock finish 
= entire troupe trying to stick on 

yhirling turntable are high points. 

Stanley Twins followed with 
shadow dance before serim and per- 
fect timing of duo socked as usual. 
Skelton’s magic bit next and then 
Raymond Baird, who took house 
with three numbers, ‘Carioca’ with 
slap-tone effect, ‘Ida’ with two 
saxes in mouth at once and ‘William 
Tell Overture’ to get off with two 
bows. 

Skelton again with walking stunt 
and then Dolly Dawn, introduced as 
| George Hall Orch vocalist. Plenty 
lof house wondered what all the ex- 
| citement was about and put her Jown 
las just an adequate warbler who had 
|} been told what gestures to make 
| with what notes. Radio rep and fact 
| that her plumpness was novelty, 

however, 
show on ‘Love Bug,’ ‘September In 
| Rain,’ ‘Dinah’ medley and an encore, 
‘52nd Street.’ 

| Maxellos wind up _ parade with 
|} usual smooth risley. Their three-in- 
|one somersault stunt rocked the 
| house. Skelton worked in as comedy 
angle using his own tumbling ability 
just enough to make it more than 
|; mere slapstick. 

Pic is ‘Between Two Women’ 
(MG) and biz good. Craig. 


TOWER, K. C. 


Kansas City, July 9. 
Good audience bill currently. Mid- 
way the Slate Brothers (3) and 
‘Their Girl Friends’ (3) shoulder re- 
| sponsibilities' and deliver with sock 
|results. Early“half of bill is made 
up of Dub Taylor, xylophonist, Miss 
Barbarina and Poms, dog act, and 
| Healy and Mack, mixed acro team. 
| Pic is ‘Born Reckless’ (20th). Biz 
80-SO. 
| Slate company is on just short of 
30 minutes. 














with not so good gagging by the 
| three boys. At show caught audi- 
;ence had that try-and-make-me- 


jlaugh attitude, which could have 
| been fatal to less experienced acts. 


| Boys buckled to their task and | 
stayed with it until they got a favor- 


| able reaction. Gags weren't particu- 
| larly good, but lads had their work- 
ing clothes on and simply stayed at 
it until they had ’em worn down. 
Breakdown of payees really comes 
when they bring on the first femme. 
Fay Carroll, an eyeful blonde with 
fair pipes. She works against plenty, 
|with the three boys heckling 
| throughout her warbling, and car- 
|ries it off. Of the other two girls 
a pint-sized brunette brutally cos- 


tumed tops with a slick brand of | 


rhythm taps. Last girl is 
small slice of gagging. 

Dub Taylor should forget those 
painful gags and stick to the har- 
monica and xylophone. Healy and 
Mack work with a bar. Man and 
girl have a_ standard turn. work 
smoothly and with speed. Feature a 
chair balance on bar, with girl on 
man's shoulders. 

Miss Barbarina has three poms 
which she allows to crawl over her 
as she cart-wheels. Act is nicely cos- 


on for 


tertainment value. 

Line (12) opens in attractive fenc- 
ing costume and sets a nice pace. 
| Next appearance, just ahead of the 
| Slate trouve. is a novelty, ‘Peckin.’ 
| Harlan Christie. m.c., gets some 
|}taughs with his zany intros. Judy 
Conrad’s bandsmen are oke. ~ ° 


' Hoyt. 


got her top applause of | 


Turn got away slow | 


tumed and staged, but lacks real en- | 
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STATE, N. Y. 


Although this main stemmer hasi,’t 
much with which to make marquee 
hoopla, the stage elements are 
somewhat above run of the mine. 
Gus Van is back out of radio min- 
strelsy to play what are still sock dit- 
ties and, perhaps, most, the optic of 
the older vaude fan with mellow 
reminiscences. For comedy there’s 
the hardworking, though not con- 
sistently effective, Harry Savoy, 
while the radio maestro, Arnold 
Johnson, has loaded himself up with 
mass of blasting brass to show that 
if it’s swing music they want he can 
dish it out in all its sweep and vigor. 


‘I Met Him in Paris’ (Par) is the 
feature. 

As the headliner, Johnson has 
been alloted some 25 minutes and 


the output proves a combination of 
good musicianship and hardy selling. 
Johnsor. steps out of the precincts of 
current Tin Pan AlLey fare and 
perks up the attention with slick 
swing arrangements of such stand- 
ards as Sousa’s ‘Stars and Stripes 
Forever’ and Schubert’s ‘The Bee” 
Not only is the brass section made 
the weighty pivot of the unit but two 
of its number (5) are singled out for 
specialties; one -a trumpeter of the 
liveliest of lowdown licks and the 
other a lad who takes ’em up an 
octave above high C. 


Built strictly as a bill closer, 
Johnson’s turn gives decided recog- 
nition to the terpsy ingredient. This 
niche is well filled by Gertrude 
Briefer. Hers is a whirlwind acro- 
batic routine, with the assortment 
of -nip-ups, wheels and whatnot 
showing much polish and further 
brightened by looks. For his vocal 
department, which as a wholé leatis 
to the weaker side of the act, John- 
son has two girl trios, working at 
mikes at either side of the stage, and 
a crooner, Neal Ellis, who doubles 
from sax. Performance caught had 
the act finishing strong in both de- 
livery and applause. 

Van's current continuity strikes 
the reminiscent note from the start. 
In verse and melody Van recalls the 
triumphs of the Van and Schenck 
partnership and assures his audi- 
ences that Broadway is still a great 
street for those who have the stuff. 
Bringing with it the breath of a 
faded era in entertainment, Van's 
routine has much that exhilirates. It 
also projects an artist whose pow- 
ers of moving them by dialect mim- 
icry in song are as keen as ever. Van 
rounds out a group of his old dia- 
lects with a current pop song, ‘You 
Can’t Take It With You.’ It fits 
snugly. 

Sharp contrast in styles makes it- 
self noticeable in the jump from Van 
to Savoy. Van's is the middle spot 
of the five-act bill and Savoy is his 
immediate successor. The songster 
impresses with his  surehanded 
smoothness and minimum of effort. 
With Savoy it’s continuously hard 
tugging with his material and: audi- 
| ence. While a goodly portion of the 
effort goes to waste, Savoy manages 
to pull enough solid laughs to dis- 
close that not only has he improved 
substantially over the past two 
years, but that he’s headed for the 
upper rungs on the comic ladder. 
Savoy's routine contains a minimum 
of ‘I'll-hit-you-in-the-head’s’ and he 
| has an ingratiating foil in the pert 
and attractive Louise Tobin. 

Arthur LaFleur,takes the show 
| off to a fast start with an iron-jaw 
conceit that has him spinning from 
one extreme of self-locomotion. to 
the other. It’s a sprucely dressed 
act, with a girl contortionist filling 
in the interlude between LaFleur’s 
opening moments on the rings and 
the human top idea. In deuce spot 
there’s the Condos Bros., who keep 
up a sizzling rattle of tap rhythmics. 
| This brilliant mixture of footwork 
leaves nothing wanting in the ap- 
peal to either the eye or the ear. 

Odec. 








TABOR, DENVER 


Denver, July id. 
With Elks’ convention in town 
show this week carries the Elk idea. 
Finale was a big flash for the ‘Hello 
Bill’ crowd, and should mean plenty 
boxoffice. Girls had royal purple 
cellophane costumes with back drop 
lettered ‘Hello Bill’ and ‘BPOE’ 
flashed in three-foot letters at finale. 
Line opened show in gilded top 
hats. silver puff sleeves and blue 
| combination bodice and shorts. One 
of them, Lolly Graves sings, followed 
| by Nina Davis, with personality and 
good soprano voice. She is tops 
| when appropriately dressed in modi- 
| fied hoop skirt and dainty dress in 
second routine. Four of line are 
| dressed as men and four as women, 
|} in revolutionary costumes, and do a 
minuet with modern variations. 
Kitchens (3. men) work on bars 
| eight feet apart and the same distance 
from the floor, and do difficult 
balancing and jumping from bar to 
bar in various manners... It’s hard 
work but they give the crowd plenty. 
Starr and Lee, mixed team offers 
| instrumentals and songs. Latter be- 
ling of vestervear wintage didnt 
|}count tor much. 
| Flo Mayo on a high trapeze does 
| acceptable balancing and contortions. 
|A neat act and gets big hands ’ 
| With ‘Wake Up and: Live’ (20th) 
on the screen- business should build. 
" + Rose.” 
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MET, BOSTON ° 
Boston, July 10. 


j Phil Spitalny’s appearance 
‘ere Mast season he has doubtless 
ained a legion of radio followers 
¢hrough his General Electric net- 
work radio shows. At second show 
of opening day there appeared to 
be a goodly flock of appreciative 
fans enjoying his somewhat jerky, 
jazzy performance played by the 
25-piece girl band. 

With an assortment of elaborate 
arrangerrents that sometimes _ en- 
tangle, sometimes enhance, the ‘Hour 
of Charm’ presented here includes 
a wide range from Schubert's ‘Bee’ 
to ‘Tiger Rag.’ Other hotsy numbers | 
are ‘Bugle Call’ and ‘Stompin’ at the 
Savoy. And for contrast there ar¢ 
‘Second Hungarian Rhapsody’ and 
Ravel's ‘Bolero.’ 

Marvin Lawlor, solo tapper, only 
male in the cast, was a heavy clicker | 
at this performance, despite the fact | 
that the music was not always right | 
on the nose with his taps. Lawlor | 
has a showmanly style that easily | 
overcomes this impression, and it | 
might be assumed that further work | 
with the band will bring about a/| 
perfect mesh. 

Show stoppers are the Three Lit- 
¢4le Words, as smart a femme vocal 
tric for which any band could ask. 
Why these girls are not costumed in 
contrast.to the musicians is not clear. 
Although their distinctive work 
stands out in the act, special cos- 
tuming would, it seems, make them 
jook even more important. “Tavern 
in the Town,’ a novelty of three} 
dunes sung simultaneously, and their 
vocaling of ‘Panama’ click best; and | 
their blends with the glee club are 
aces all the way. 

‘Maxine, solo vocalist of extra | 
elear enunciation and diction, socks 
with ‘Can’t Take. That Away from 
Me,’ and she also works well with 
the glee club. 

Evelyn Kay, violinist, receives a 
flattering hand of recognition and 
rips off ‘Sweet Sue,’ more show- 
manly than sweet. 

Beautiful cross lighting makes the 
presentation of Schubert’s ‘Bee’ by 
eight violins tops for production, 
although this is not the ace number 
on musical merits. 

‘Bolero,’ over-jazzed in spots, is 
a sockeroo, and good lighting again 
helps. Best glee club number is 
‘Johnny One Note’ during which 
Mary Baum, the girl with the ‘in 
strumental voice, holds long notes 
and otherwise tricks up the arrange- 
ment with special effects. 

Most disappointing piece is ‘Hun- 
garian Rhapsody,’ badly snowed un- 
der by a too-fancy arrangement, 
almost mechanical in places, withal 
giving Spitalny a great workout for 

is stomping right hoof and famous 
bended knee. 

‘Merry-Go-Round Broke Down,’ 
the grand encore, enjoyed advance 
billing and a hot reception from the 
customers. Dialect break-ins by 
several girls from band peps it up 
nicely. 

Spitalny sells his band consistently 
and gives the appearance of a sin- 
cere, hard-working conductor. He 
handles his simple, dignified an- 
nouncements with commendable 
finesse. And this week he is getting 
credit for selling more than half the 
seats, with ‘Easy Living’ (Par) as 
the film. Fox. 








Embassy Newsreel, N. Y. 


The search of many forces for the 
missing Amelia Earhart and her fly- 
ing companion highlights this week's 
layout of newsreel matter which 
otherwise veers heavily to sports, 
beaches, the outdoors, etc. t's a 
summary show, including the sort 
of things that are to be expected at 
this time of the year wien such as 
sports are in the ascendenc,’. 

Because of the fact the sea safari 
which is hunting for Miss Earhart 
occurs so far away, the newsreels 
were forced to dish it up in the form 
of talk and assembled material from 
files. Hearst’s News of the Day does 
the job and, considering the timita- 
tions, does it well, though pictures of 
tropical islands, bird and animal life, 
etc., may not impress people as being 
the very isles around which the Ear- 

art search centers. The warship 

olorado, pictured as being in the 
vicinity of Howland island, was 
probably pictured in the Hudson at 
Some time when the fleet was here 
(if the boat on film is really the 
Colorado). A map of the area where 
the Earhart-Noonan plane is down is 
included. Hearst’s commentator ei- 
fectively dramatizes the Earhart fate. 

Show leads off with the all-star 
baseball game played in Washing- 
ton. Pathe gives it in considerable 
detail and the shooting job high- 
lighting various plays is unusually 
good. Golfers competing in Scotland 
p the Ryder Cup are lensed by 

aramount, while another important 
sport event, the Vanderbilt auto cup 
ot won by Rosemeyer, was caught 

y Universal. The auto race doesn't 
Picture, from what U obtained, as 
thrillingly as it must have been and 
Only close shave included when 

osemeyer just barely made a turn 
Missing the rail.” 
> Among other sports items are the 

'g race of the year at Longchamps, 
phe yy ag the Stars and Strives handi- 
a? in Chicago, well done by U: div- 
re trials at Jones Beach (Hearst): 
Wheamile steeplechase contest in 

ich there are some exciting. spills 





(Hearst); Vanderbilt and his yacht 
trials for this year’s race with 


England; national marbles champion- 
ship (U) and a course in angling for 
co-eds instituted by the University 
of Oregon (U). 

_ In the outdoors field and border- 
ing on sports are items on a Japanese 
fishing ritual; son and two daughters 
of a flying family who are parachut- 
ing enthusiasts, seen in trials; a 
Montana rodeo; a man and bear box- 
ing match, comedied up by Lew 
Lehr; contest of Junior Birdmen of 
America, held annually; refueling of 


| @ plane from an auto; big Fourth of 


July resort trade around New York, 
beach crowds being pictured: and 
fashions from Fox of moppet sun 
suits and beach attire for adults. 
One of the best contributions on 
the show is the Pathe clip covering 


| the rioting of war vets in Belgium 


against new governmental measures 
not to their liking. Many good shots 
of clashes with mounted police are 
obtained, the clip being a good topper 
for last week’s Paramount reels of 
the Chicago Memorial Day melee in 
which cops and strikers figured. 
Miscellaneous material includes 
arrival in Hawaii of two newlywed 
couples, the Pickford-Rogers and 
MacDonald-Raymond combinations; 
bunker wheat crop in Kansas; cricket 
plague in Washington state; activity 
of summer theatres around the east: 
steel striker rally (no action); first 
gooney birds to reach the U.S.; snow 
planes at work in Oregon; departure 
of Osa Johnson on another filming 
exhibition into the wilds; Roumania’s 
king visiting Warsaw on biz; King 
and Queen of Britain giving a garden 
party; Ohio flood and ruins; a pet 
robin; French army students testing 
new type of parachutes; kids and 
moms on a Hudson river charity 
ride; pioneer day in Yakima, which 
gets a few laughs; new streamline 
train in England doing .114 miles an 
hour; Lehr and not so funny results 
with a pet cow and a fairly interest- 


|ing clip on discovery of radium in 


Discoverer of insulin is pic- 
Char, 


Canada. 
tured . 


EARLE, PHILLY 


Philadelphia, July 11. 
You just can’t take some kid who 
sounds half okay via radio, stick him 
on a vaude stage in front of a mike 
and expect entertainment to result. 
The stage show at the Earle this 
week proves that. It consists in the 
main of so-called ‘artists’ who appear 
regularly on KYW. To this is added 
a coupla acts current at niteries 
around town and Jackie Green as 
emcee. Henry Armetta’s personal 
alone supplies some marquee hypo. 


Even the Earle aud—which will 
usually give a strong hand to the 
most ordinary animal act—seemed to 
find little diversion in the entire 
combo. Despite terrific heat, biz at 
opener was pretty good, probably 
partly due to Earle’s new price scale 
which went into effect Friday. Ad- 
mish before 1 p.m. has been cut to 
25 cents, with 50 cents evening top. 
Pic is ‘The Go-Getter’ (WB). 


Armetta is spotted middle of bill, 
with Jackie Green singing and doing 
his familiar mimic stuff as the finale. 
Italian film personality obviously has 
strong following here, because 
merely with appearance on boards 
got solid hand. Does short sketch 
with unbilled girl. Material is 
well-worn and doesn’t give Armetta 
chance. However, it keeps him out 
in front, which seemed to satisfy the 
house and earned him nice palm- 
whacking. 

Set planned for KYW turn is one 
of swellest seen recently at Earle. 
House band is on stage. Back of 
them is dark drop, fronted with 
palms, and flanking them are large 
switchboards wi‘: KYW call-letters 
and flashing lights. It’s a showmanly 
background for such a presentation. 
One defect was that there was a 
mike on stage and mike on runway. 
Kids all used stage amp, which 
meant the one on the runway was 
very much in line of vision of folks 
out front. 

KYW acts included; Three Nat- 
urals, boys harmonizing and strum- 
ming guitar, bass and violin; Paul 
Rich, harmonica; Tell Sisters, trio of 
harmonizing femmes; Jack and Jack, 
tappers; Ralph Elsmore, tenor; Three 
Swanks, more chirping by a male 
trio: and Ralph Ellsmore and Bonnie 
Stuart, with more warbling. 


Briefly, the trouble with the whole 
crew was a lack of what it takes on 
a stage. As for looks, they all rate 
at about zero. And if there was an 
attractive one among the bunch, no- 
body would know it through the 
grumpy expressions. A smile was 
rarer than radium. 

To make things worse, several 
nitery pros were scattered ‘among 
the KYW acts. The real McCoy 
was a welcome relief, but it merely 
served to make the kids seem so 
much punker. Particularly was this 
true of Kay Hamilton, very okay 
warbler from Benny the Bum’s, and 
Andy Arcari, accordionist. They are 
both extra-good showmen. Stanley 
Brothers, working at Evergreen Ca- 
sino, did a fair turn of acro and 
soft-shoe stuff in rhythm, 

Jackie Green himself, of course, is 
no slouch when it comes to putting 
over what he has. He canaried ‘Is 
This Gonna Be My Lucky Summer,’ 
then did the copy of Al Jolson, 
George Jessel, Ted Lewis, Parkya- 
karkus and Eddie Cantor. He also 
did a slightly shady parody, ‘Benny’s 
from Heaven,’ which went over as 
ihe best bit of the show, so far as ; 
the Earle was concerned. Herb. |} 








HIPP, BALTO 


Baltimore, July 9. 

Fairly entertaining layout of four 
acts giving flesh portion of Hipp this 
week necessary change of pace after 
extended session ef band bookings. 
While no outright sock is registered 
any place in the doings, set-up plays 
fairly well and makes for variety. 
Herman Bing. dialectician from pix, 
— the bill, which runs 50 min- 
utes. 


Nice start by Eugene in a show- 
manly routine of xylophone playing 
interspersed with a brief interlude 
of hoofing sets deuce for Marion 
Belett and the English Bros. Trio 
presents a fast and punchy session 
of rough and tumble knockabout, 
hoofing and general clowning to ex- 
cellent returns. 

Bing next, makes the same mistake 
most picture names make on p. a. 
dates. Instead of having prepared 
suitable material with which to cope 
with vaude patronage, Bing stabs 
away with ineffective and pointless 
chatter very much on the legit side 
and entirely lost here. With record 
of some outstanding comedy char- 
acterizations to his credit no reason 
why Dutch comic shouldn’t be able 
to hold down top spot on any lay- 
cut, but as caught here failed to 
impress, due entirely to meaningless 
material. 

Closing act, Pritchard and Lord 
Revue, picks matters up in good 
style with a nicely routined session 
of dancing, singing and music. 
Working in attractive full stage set, 
smart appearing duo open with an 
okay tango tap, femme member of 
team using castanets for effective 
pointing of rhythm. Vocal next by 
piano-playing girl who steps down 
to mike to give sultry version of 
‘You Showed Me the Way,’ which 
Slows things down because of over- 
arranging, but dancing duo quickly 
made up for it with a well sold 
musical comedy ballroom buck. fea- 
turing some okay spins for a good 
finish. Larry Collins: following with 
routine of trombone playing changed 
pace effectively and made way for 
closing number of dancing duo, a 
waltz, in which tapping of male to 
toe work and classic ballet postur- 
ing by femme offered a different 
and highly sellable contrast. A very 
good chaser for any bill. 

Film is ‘Devil Is Driving’ (Col). 

Burm. 


Music Notes 





(Continued from page 52) 


the Blue’ and the title.song ‘Some- 
thing to Sing About.’ 


Lou Brock has taken two numbers 
for his ‘Behind the Mike’ production 
for Universal. Jimmy McHugh and 
Harold Adamson contributed ‘Once 
You're in Love’ and Barry Tivers 
‘Crunchie Munchies.’ 


Frank Daley recorded ‘You're the 
Reason for My Love Song,’ the of- 
ficial ditty of the recent Roosevelt- 
DuPont nuptials for Variety 
Records, 


Mills Music, Inc., has taken over 
the publication of ‘Gypsy from 
Poughkeepsie’ by Emery Deutsch 
and Buddy Green. 


William von Wymetal borrowed 
from Metro by Columbia to score se- 
quences in the Grace Moore starrer, 
‘T'll Take Romance.’ 


Lew Pollack and Sidney Mitchell 
completed ‘In Our Little Wooden 
Shoes’ for 20th-Fox’s ‘Heidi,’ cur- 
rent Shirley Temple starrer. 


Aimee Laisne and Tommy Chris- 
tian have written a tune, ‘Doctor, 
Rhythm,’ which Hollywood Music 
Publishing Co. will realease. 


Abe Lyman sailed for the west 
coast Saturday (10). He will be 
away three months. 


Al Gumble has joined the pro- 
fessional staff of Miller Music. He 
takes Ben Edwards’ place. Billy 
Chandler is now with the same, fill- 
ing the spot formerly held by Will 
Rockwell. 


Monogram Pictures has given Jack 
Mills exclusive call on all the pro- 
ducer’s scores. 

Henri Noel, maestro at the French 
Casino, N. Y., has added Penny 
Roche as vocal.st to his band. 


Dave Apollon and orch started mu- 
sical recordings for ‘Merry-Go- 
Round of 1938’ at Universal. 

Victer Young arranging the Bur- 
ton Lane-Ralph Freed songs in 
‘Double or Nothing’ at Paramount. 





UNIT REVIEWS 
FOLIES DE PAREE 


(STATE-LAKE, CHI.) 
Chicago, July 9. 

At one time a French name on a 
unit was a draw, but so many affect- 
ing the Paris spelling have been 
here now that a French title is get- 
tins to be a drawback. All look 
similar in marquee lights, and cus- 
tomers get the idea they’ve seen the 
show before. 

But that’s in this town, and ‘Folies 
de Paree’ isn’t intended for Chicago. 
It was built for the road—one-night- 
ers, split weeks, and such. As a 
unit to play such towns it’s an ambi- | 
tious production, with much in its 
favor. 

Sets are better than ordinarily 
carried by this type unit, and cos- | 
tumes, notably clean, far outclass 
those generally used. Besides the | 
vaudeville turns the unit carries a 
girl band and a line numbering 12. 
Acts work in and out, sometimes 
as acts and again as_ individual | 
performers, giving a musical revue | 
atmosphere rather than one of 
vaudeville. 

Girl band works on the stage, | 
playing almost continuously, even | 
though sometimes behind a drop for 
a few minutes. Does an ckay job. 
Blonde batoner, Janice Janis, if she 
must direct with the hips, might find 
a confining undergarment which | 


would help her appearance. Also, | 





|a different hairdress; the present one | 
|is wrong for her face. 


Outstanding among the acts is the | 
Novelle Bros. Sock, big-time com- | 
edy in both appearances. . First is 
with the violin-playing acrobatic 
routine, and second the bird imper- 
sonations. They're good, and over 
big. 

Other comedy turn is weak, re- 
volving around Sid Walker, who 
doesn’t know too many of the tricks. 
Wind-up is with Janice Janis, and 
Lynne Curry, half of the dance team, 
assisting Walker in a blackout rom- 
iniscent of old-time burlesyve. An- 
other reminder of that branch of the 
business comes with the singing of 
Milton Blakley. Lack of stage pres- 
ence is plenty evident. 

Novelty.-afigles are handled by 
Mme. Sally with .her none-too-clever 
balancing dog, and Wilfred Du Bois 
in a click juggling session. 

But the whole show’ revolves 
around the dance. There’s plenty of 
hoofing, almost too much so with 
the many appearances of Louise 
Glenn. She works alone for a couple 
toe sessions, backed up by the line, 
then for a couple more, doing ex- 
hibition work with her partner, 
Lynne Curry. Their work is all 
right for the show, but the too-often 
appearances of the girl take the edge 
off. 

Line is well costumed and has a 
good deal of production built around 
it. Opener is a hot routine, then an 
excellent parade number, the Bam- 
boola, a well-staged semi-Oriental 
grind led by Lorraine Damen, and a 
swell finale. Last, in white fur cos- 
tumes, Cossack style, with music 
that’s surefire for the hurrah stuff 
as everybody’s on for the finish. 

Business not too good on last show 
opening day. Picture, ‘Love from a 
Stranger’ (UA). Loop. 


Comedy Stars of H’wood 


(CAPITOL, ATLANTA) 


Atlanta, July 11. 

This one, featurin Franklyn 
Browne, owner, and Kay LaVelle, 
man and wife, comic team, gets its 
title from Alka-Seltzer diskings pair 
have been making for years. Brim- 
ming with standard acts, it boasts 
class and is high plane entertain- 
ment. 

Three Rolierettes—Robert Bing- 
ham, Dorothy Hopkins and Jack Mc- 
Cumber—get the show away with as 
fast a five-minute skating turn Cap 
customers have ever laid eyes on. 
They do all the stock tricks and 
some one-hand and neck stuff that 
was new. Trio features double lift 
spin, with Bingham doing the hold- 
ing. Act is characterized by speed 
and won merited applause. 


R. Patrick Sutton, unit’s maestro, 
and Sammy Bruce do a brief gag in 
one while the skaters’ mat is being 
struck and make way for Virginia 
Vance, personable contortionist. Lass’ 
act is different, since she has worked 
comedy into her routine. She fin- 
ishes with a difficult backbend and 
fulltwist to pick up a handkerchief 
from the floor with her teeth. 

Rema Noble, soprano, is on next 
for two songs, ‘Where Are You”’ 
into which she works a chorus of 
‘Chloe,’ and “The World is Waiting 
for the Sunrise.’ She uses mike, 
which helps. 


Three Busy Bees, Bhebe and, 
Sammy Bruce, man and wife team, | 
aided by Betty Bruce, Sammy’s | 
sister, follow with a melange of | 
dance—all quite good. 

Sutton then intros Browne and 
LaVelle. Femme is a heavyweight, 
with Mae Westian figure. She's 
overdressed, too, which grabs the 
comedy. Pair go into a refreshingly 
new crossfire of jokes and patter 
that gets laughs. They use a lot of their 
radio material and it’s a welcome 
relief from the stock banter per- 
formers have been bringing South 





|centric comedy 
| alley 





for so many years. 
Browne goes to work on an over- | 


New Acts 


MARTHA RAYE 
Comedienne 

16 Mins,; One 
Paramount, N. Y¥. 

A product of West 52d street swing 
lane, with a dash of Jimmy Durante 
tutoring in revues and_ oniteries, 
Martha Raye is back in her elemcnt 
on the Paramount stage on Brord- 
way. However, she returns now as 


|a Hollywood starlet, whereas bui a 
|couple of years back she migra.ed 
|to the Coast, but clicking pronto in 
| Par pix, notably with her ‘Mr. Paga- 


nini’ hoke swingo. Working and 
dressing very eccentric, Miss Raye 
now looks softer in her femme attire 


| but her stuff is none the less effective. 


Back on Broadway as a name, both 
screen and radio, Miss Raye Icaves 
no doubt as to who is the draw this 
week. The kids mobbed her for 
autographs, some even mounting the 
rostrum, so that eventually the 
ushers had to help her stand off the 


' enthusiasts. 


As modern as the Clipper III, Miss 
Raye’s scat style songaloging and ec- 
is right down ithe 
of the adolescent trade that 
manifested so much fan interest in 
her. 

Miss Raye’s performance is socko 
all the way. She runs all the audi- 
ence risks that are too often fraucht 
with professional danger, such as 
talking back-and-forth with her 
down-front fans; but while she had 
to appeal once in a while, ‘Now 
gimme a chance, kids,’ she really 
had ‘em in the proverbial zipper 
from the gong. Seemingly they sat 
through two complete shows, be- 
cause the gals wanted to know 
“where was that blue dress you wore 


|the first show?’ and stuff like that. 


She ad libbed back and forth with 
them even unto accepting sticks of 
chewing gum, ete. 

In between, Miss Raye also ex- 
presses longing for her groom, 
Puddy Westmore, but that didn’t 
cramp her truckin’ style one whit 
with the opener. Thence into ‘Love 
Bug,’ which she did on the Jolson 
radio programs; followed by ‘Paga- 
nini’ and encoring with ‘I Can't 
Dance, Because I Got Ants in My 
Pants,’ interspersed with some Mil- 
tonberleisms, stravis-rhythmpation, 
Harlemania and the like. 

Miss Raye made her quarter hour 
a strong impressi*n every minute of 
the way. Abel. 


DOLLY KAY 
Songs 

16 Mins.; Two 
Oriental, Chi. 

Ability plus experience and show- 
manship, plus the right material, 
Dolly Kay still has all three of them, 
Once owner of her own N. Y. nitery, 
she did her sliding and came to Chi- 
cago, for four weeks at the Royzle 
Frolics—at $250. She stayed 16 
weeks, not because of any build-up, 
but because she had what it takes, 
as far as this town is concerned. Tris 
year, she came to the Royale Frolics 
again, armed with an eight-week 
contract—she closed after 39, and 
then only because the place was 
shuttered to install a cooling sys.em. 
During that interim her cafe salary 
has gone up from the $250 of two 
years ago to the present $750. 

She knows her audiences—knows 
them well enough to change her 
style and numbers completely in a 
switch from nitery to theatre— 
knows them so well that the 
Oriental audience encores her tine 
after time. 

Knows and uses every trick in the 
blues school effectively. Loon. 


JACKIE WILLIAMS 
Taps 

4 Mins, 

Paramount, N. Y. 

Overcoming a rather superlative 
heralding by Maestro Emery 
Deutsch as ‘the toast of Hollywood 
nite clubs,’ Jackie Williams tapped 
his way to a neat personal impres- 
sion during his stepping opportuni- 
ties in front of the tom Y Williams 
is an elongated hoofer, almost of 
giant proportions, looking very near 
the seven-foot mark, but he’s not at 
all awkward and sells his taps legiti- 
mately. 

His style is clean and neat, further 
fortified by a judicious selection of 
musical backgrounding. Thus, the 
stop-time stepping got over; also the 
sweet-hot ‘Swampfire,’ with the 
muted brass, to further show off his 
stuff. He encored with ‘Continental.’ 

Williams looks OK for nitery and 
rostrum specialty work. Abel. 





sized xylophone, pounding out ‘Sing, 
Baby, Sing,’ apparently assisted by 
LaVelle, who, it turns out, is using a 
pair of mallets that are padded and 
make no sound. He follows with ‘San 
Francisco,’ with Roma Noble sing- 
ing the refrain and LaVelle coming 
out dolled up in a flashy earthquake 
period costume. 

Acts then come on one at a times, 
do a. bit of their regular stints and 
curtains close, with show being 
clocked in 44 mins. There’s 16 in 
company, four of them in band. 

Music, under Sutton’s batoning, is 
better than usual and whole show 
classifies as okay. Costuming is 
good. 

Pic is ‘Hollywood Cowboy’ (RKO) 
and house was half full at opener 
Sunday, which is oke for this time 
of year. Luch, 
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HOPKINS WILL HEAR ARGUMENTS ON 
WPA DISMISSAL MIXUPS TODAY (14) 


Gillmore Will ere for All Unions Involved—Prob- | "ARMITAGE TO ATLANTA 
lem Is What Constitutes a Professional Actor oe FOR WPA STAGING JOB. 


Stagehand Gene Buck’s Interest 


WPA Theatre Project officials 
have become so riled over pro- 
tests and sit-downs that several 
expressed themselves as gladly 
giving up their jobs. Monday 
(12) Farnsworth threatened to 
end the FTP unless it could be 
conducted efficiently and with- 
out ‘disorder.’ 

That came after 150 people de- 
manded that Farnswerth tele- 
phone Hopkins conveying their 
endorsement of a resolution in- 
troduced in Congress last Friday 
te the effect that all those in 
need on the WPA rolls be re- 
tained until they find jobs in 
commercial fields. Assistant di- 
rector finally sent such a mes- 
sage and the ‘delegation’ de- 
cided to sit down and wait a re- 
ply. The people finally walked 
eut and then a telegram came 
from a Hopkins aide te the ef- 
fect that it was impossible to 
‘delay the enforcement of dis- 
missal slips’ which is tomorrew 
(15). 

Harry L. Hopkins, national ad- 
ministrator of the Works Progress 
Administration, is slated to hear the 
theatre’s contention in reference to) 
the methods of dismissals in the 
Federal Theatre Project from Frank 
Gillmore today (14). In_ essence, | 
Gillmore will state that since the 
Government established the relief, 
theatre for professionals, they should | 
be the last to be let out in the re- 
ductions forced by halving the WPA 
appropriation. Gillmore will rep- 
resent all professionals in the stage , 
unions, as well as Equity, the ses-, 
sion coming on the day before the 
let-outs go off the payroll. 

It will be the first time that -ve 
theatre will have reached the WPA’s 
head man. Session in Washing‘on 


comes as a result of intervention by , 


Gene Buck, prez of the American 
Society of Composers, Authors and 
Publishers. None of the ASCAP 
members are in WPA, but Buck has 
been long connected with the thea- 
tre and he told Hopkins that the 
FTP should retain those who had 
made their living in theatre, since 
the Congressional grant was for that 
purpose. Being in charge of the 
entire WPA fabric, few details of 
the numerous projects reach the 
administrator. Understood Hopkins 
was surprised at some of the infor- 
mation given him. 


the WPA theatre project offices in 
New York. This is the session sug- 
gested by assistant administrators 
when the union delegation visited 
Washington the week previeus to 
protest the cuts. They came up from 
the capital to sit in with Nationa! 
Director Hallie Flanagan, and her 
aide, William P. Farnsworth, for the 
FTP, while Gillmore and James 
Brennan of the LATSE were presen‘ 
for the professionals. 
Want to Study Data 

Union heads expressed some sat- 
isfaction after the meeting, but have 
asked for the data submitted by Mrs. 
Flanagan, so that the percentages 
be checked with their own figures 
Gillmore and Brennan were told 
that the dismissals could not be too 
rigorously confined to fixed ratings 
since indispensability to the project 
had to be considered. Stated that 
there are but 200 non-relief jobs on 
the FTP in New York, which ex- 
plains why a bigger percentage ot 
stage hands than other professionais 
were let out. When dismissals are 
completed, 95 per cent of those re- 
maining will be relief people. 

Other figures set forth at the meet- 
ing indicated that, in the theatre end 
proper, 90% will be professionals 
and that three-fourths of those held 
on the project's payroll will! be pros. 
other fourth being engaged in 
financial, supervisory and clerical 
departments. Of the 1,220 dismissals. 
it was insisted that the largest num- 
ber are not members of the 
unions. 

Latter figure does not jibe with 
the let-out total of 1,709 supposed to 
go off the project in New York. 


Figures 


Let-out figures in the legit division 


which are being checked: actors, I81: 
stage hands, 191; workshop, 37; musi- 
cians, 75; music conductors, 12: stage 
managers, six; directors, 12; coim- 
pany managers, 16; box office, 19; 


| supervisors, 


stage 


coaches, six; total, 562. Of the ac- 
tors. 60 were non-relief. Of the ac- 
tors group 160 belong to Equity 
These figures, however, do not in- 
clude all the professional let-outs, 
the vaudeville end evidently not be- 
ing included, since there were 194 
pink slips reported in that depart- 
ment several weeks ago. 

It was claimed by Mrs. Flanagan | 


that there were but 48 amateurs in| 
Whether that | 


the legit stage end. 
number had no previous experience 
in the theatre was not made clear. 
Matter of what constituted stage 
experience was discussed, with Mrs. 


Flanagan saying -that 52 weeks’ stage | 


experience within the past 10 years 
should be qualification enough. 


Union heads pointed out that experi- | 


ence in the theatre project should 


not be counted. 


Director replied to the criticism 


that the dismissal lists were made by | 
who may not have fa- | 
She claimed | 


vored certain players. 
the actors themselves preferred tak- 
ing a chance of being kept on the 
payroll on the word of supervisors, | 
rather than having persons outside | 


ithe various units make up the list. 
'It was expected that by withdraw- 


ing, or ‘liquidating,’ the theatre 
project in various out of town cities 
and states, the pressure on the the- 
atre center (New York) would be 
lessened. There are few profession- 
als in the closed towns, where ama- 
teurs were called on to fill in the 
casts. 


ALIEN TALENT 
MUST QUIT WPA 


Along with other branches of the | 
WPA, aliens must leave the govern- 





ment’s relief theatre project regard- | 


less of being on relief. Nor does 
their rating as professionals count. 
Question of using foreign actors in 
need came up last season, at which 
time it was claimed that there was 
no ban against aliens. Present order 


| came as a necessity in the reduction 
Friday (9) a meeting was held ic | 


ordered by Washington. 
Understood that the number of 


| aliens is not large, but there are in- 
| stances where the proof of citizen- 


ship is a problem. Equity has been 
asked to aid in one of the most un- 
usual of such cases, that of an actress 
50 years of age. She was born in 
Australia and brought here when 
five months of age, remaining since 
that time, except for foreign visits. 
Her father is said to have taken out 
citizenship papers, but later returned 
to his native land. 

One of the questions asked the 
actress by an investigator was the 
name of the boat in which she was 
brought here. 


: MILLER PONDERS OFFER. 
OF NEW EQUITY POST 


Los Angeles. July 13. 
Recently created post of executive 
director of Equity offered to J. How- | 
ard Miller, 
tor of Federal Theatre Project 
charge of the western division, 
declined last week. 





in 
was 
Miller’s chief objection was that it 


would require a change of residence 
to New York, 


en Options HW heal 
Satire for B’way Showing. 





Hollywood, July 13. 


George Jessel has taken an option | 
the Lot,’ a} 
comedy by Jerry Chodorov and Joe | 


on ‘School House on 


Fields, for Broadway production. 


Yarn deals with horseplay in pic} 
Jessel plans to go to New} 
to arrange for | 


studios. 
York in November 
production of the play. 


assistant national direc- | 








| 
Atlanta, July 13. 


Walter Armitage, Federal Theatre 
Project director, arrived Friday (9) | 
-'+from New Orleans, La., to take 


| ing production of Christopher Mar- 
|lowe’s ‘“Tragical Historie of Dr 
| Faustus.’ Armitage directed’ the 


| Crescent City’s WPA theatre produc- 
tion of the same drama. 

Elizabethan tragedy will be staged 
|outdoors in Buckhead Symphony 
| Shell, amphitheater’ situated’ in 
| Atlanta’s North Side silk stocking 
| sector. Masques and costumes used 
} 


in the New Orleans production will | 


be used by Atlanta company. 

Theatre Guild, which sponsors the 
FTP unit here, Friday (9) closed 
Rachel Crothers’ comedy, ‘Mary the 
Third.’ 





2d Gallo Shuberts 
Outdoor N. Y. Opera 
Due to Open July 6 


Fortune Gallo (San Carlo Opera 
Co.) and the Shuberts open their 
joint summer operetta season July 
26 at Randall’s Island, underneath 
the new Triboro Bridge, New York. 
As at their current Jones Beach sea- 
son, deal is with the New York 
State Park Commission. William 
Caryl is fronting for the Shuberts. 


‘Student Prince’ will be the open- 
| ing attraction. Ed Scanlon, who 
Se on the Jones Beach shows, 

ES assist on the first at Randali’s, 








but thereafter both will be kept 
apart and the troupes not shuttlei, 
as was one intention last summer. 
Problem at Randall's Island, which 
| dered last summer’s initial try, 
| that of interference from the river 
| and nearby railroad noises, has been 
| worked out to mutual satisfaction 
this year, it is claimed. It was a 


| hurdle for a time in dickerings with | 


| Park Commissioner Robert Moses. 


‘Doll's House’ in 


j 


the revival of ‘A Doll’s House,’ which 
opens at Central City, Colo., Satur- 
day (17), is unique in several ways. | 
The attraction finally chosen for | 





| bration in its famous ghost mining | 
town is really the third choice and 
j}for that reason special 
| were made which furnished a break 
| for Jed Harris, who has the revival. 
| Central City’s patrons have agreed 
to build a new production gratis for 
| Harris to be used by him for regu- 
| lar presentation. Opera house there 
will have new settings also, but these 
will be too small for commercial 
showing. Also agreed that the pro- 
duction be ready by the time the 
celebration is over and that the} 
transportation of the players is to be} 
paid, whether Harris decides to re- 
; turn the show to New York im- 
mediately after the engagement, or | 
to any other point he designates. 





charge of the local FTP’s forthcom- | 


MRS. 


Denver's annual summer drama cele- | 


concessions | 


SALLY RAND IS NOW 





Lakewood, Me., July 13. 
Vincent Price opened here 


stranger 
‘The Passing of the Third Floor 
Back.’ 

Others 


Stasia the Slavey. in the 





Ben 
' 
| Vanburn, 


i 


Lapland, Grant Mills, 
Donn Billoway, 
David, Katherine Kidder, 

| Meskill and David Shelley. 


BRYANT 
~ WILL TARRY 
A YEAR 


In response to Equity’s unusual 
offer to Dorothy Bryant that she re- 
| consider her resignation; dated for 
Aug. 7, and take a two-month vaca- 
| tion, the executive secretary — of 
| Chorus Equity made a counter pro- 
| posal at the council session Tuesday 
| (13). Mrs. Bryant offered to date 
| her withdrawal June 1 next, during 
| which time a successor could be 
trained, with the proviso that she 
granted a month’s vacation 
Council bowed to her wishes. 

Mrs. Bryant was known to prefer 
withdrawing but anticipates much 
work to be done next season in the 
chorus field, what with changes in 
rules for presentations, cabarets and 
the new burlesque situation. Coun- 
cil’s action in offering a two months 


William 
Katherine 











| 


now. 


of the kind in Equity. 


Dupes of ‘Room Service” 
Readying for Road 


‘Room Service’ 
Aug. 8, in Detroit. 


Francisco, where it opens August 30 
for an indefinite run. 

Another ‘Room Service’ opens Oct. | 
4 in Boston, after playing a couple | 
of weeks in either Philadelphia or 
eee City. 





Central City 
Was 3rd Choice F or Play F estival 


Deal which was consummated for} which they recently opened on the | 


Coast and which is regarded as a 
good thing for next season on Broad- | 
| way. The Lunts and the Theatre. 
| Guild, however, decided to stick to) 


schedule. 





| 


Central City, Colo., July 13. 
Rehearsals have started in the old 
opera house for the sixth annual! 
play festival July 17 to Aug. 7. Up 


here Monday (12) and will put on | 
the finishing touches for the opening | 
Saturday night. Seliout for the 
opener is expected as usual, and re- 





STASIA THE SLAVEY 


last 
night (Monday) in the role of the 
in Jerome K. Jerome’s 


Sally Rand is playing the part of 


east are Dorothy Bernard, who has 
returned after several weeks illness, | 
Catherine Keys, Jasamine Nwcomb, | 


A. Hi after an illness of two years, 


Muller, Legit Ad 
Agcy. Pioneer, 
Dies at Age 63 








J. P. Muller, who died in New 
York Sunday (11) at the age of 63. 
estab- 
ad- 


and 


lished Broadway's 
vertising agency 


best known 


34 years ago, 
until recent seasons his office 
Candler building on 


a mecca for press agenis. 


in the 
42nd street was 
Muller or- 
ganized a system to make the insert- 
ing of ad copy in the dailies swift 
and efficient, and through his 


press copy was gratuitously 


»ffice 
deliv- 


| ered to the drama desks. 


When Muller entered the field. he 
handled the ads of the Charles Froh- 
man group of theatres, then an in- 
dependent legit chain. When those 


| houses joined the Klaw & Erlanger 


Syndicate, the business of all went 
into the Muller agency. He then 
adopted the idea of making the busi- 


ness co-operative to hold his staff 
intact. That worked for a time, but 
some years ago the younger mem- 
bers split away and went on their 
own, 

When the Shuberts barged into 


| the theatre end by leasing and build- 


ing houses, they became the 


syn- 
he dicate’s opposition and never did 
| business with the Muller agency. 


| Shuberts inserted their ads through 
the Charles Capehart ‘Make-Known 


| Methods’ office, a first commercial 


|} work and the agency went 


agency. John Carey did the leg 


along 


| until Capehart failed to settle with 


the papers. 


Both Capehart and 


| Carey are dead, the agency being 


, ; ; | taken 
leave with pay is the first instance 


| First of the road companies of | 
is skedded to open | understood that if the attraction end 
Will stay two- | 


and-a-half-weeks, then jump to San | 


| 


| Benjamin and Gus Lang. 


| 
| 
| 


over by Blaine, 


sometime ago. 

On theatre ad bills there formerly 
was a rebate of 2%. Capehart 
agency, however, was induced to up 
the kick-back on the ‘Shubert box’ 
to 5%. Rebate was prorated with 
the attraction, but it was generally 


Thompson 


was not aware of the upped rebate, 
it did not get a share. 


Muller agency is now on Fifth ave- 
nue. Of the old regime, there re- 
mains Herman Schnitger, Jacob 
George 
Katz, son of Muller’s partner, is 
titular head of the office. 


Illnesses of ss oh Pine 
Frederick, Margaret 
Anglin Halt 2 Legits 


Asbury Park, July 13. 
Pauline Frederick, scheduled to 
open in ‘Her Majesty the Queen’ ai 
Convention Hall here last night (12) 
| for week’s run, collapsed in her 
| dressing room minutes before 





15 


| curtain time and cancelled the per- 


to now the rehearsals have been held | 
in New York, but the cast arrived | 


formance, 
tonight. 

Actress’ collapse was accredited to 
an asthmatic condition. 


It is supposed to go on 


Providence, July 13. 
Pauline Frederick was prostrated 
| by the heat while appearing at the 
Empire here last week and forced 


| quests for tickets indicate the gross| to call off the last. three perform- 


| will at least equal the former best, 
approximately $32,000. 


ances. She was stricken shortly be- 
fore ‘curtain time Friday night (9) 


Richard Aldrich is directing the | and show was cancelled for the rest 


ous activities of the Central 
| Opera House Assn. 
| recting Ibsen's 





City 
Jed Harris is di- 
‘Doll House,’ the 


; addition, the manager 
| cash remuneration. Harris is the} garet Waller, 
| first Broadway producer to enter the|chi'dren from Denver. Play has! 


| Central City scene. Robert Edmond 

Jones, who directed for two seasons, 
| is better known as a designer, while 
i Delos Chappell, 
|a show or two which he later 
| on Broadway. 
| Understood that ‘Richard II.’ with 
Maurice Evans, one of the outstand- 
ing revival successes of the past sea- 
|son, was a favored attraction for 
| Central City this summer. It was in- 
ltended to start the ‘Richard’ tour 
following the proposed Colorado 
date. Evans elected a summer's rest, 
however, prior to a projected long 
road season. 

Alfred Lunt and Lynn Fontanne 
were also sought, it being proposed 
that they either appear in ‘Idiot’s De- 
llight’ or the new ‘Amphitryon 38,’ 


tried 


j 
' 





a Denverite, put on| 


| been rewritten with a modern slant 
|} by Thornton Wilder. 

As an innovation this year an ore} 
chestra will play on the balcony out- 
side the theatre for half an sore 
preceding the curtain. 

Night club being pushed this 
year. Sheila Barrett will head the 
talent and the association expects to 
make some money in this spot, lo-| 


is 


of the Teller House, a four-story ho- 
tel built before elevators were in- 
vented and owned by the association. 


during the run of the play. 





; running from 
house seats about 750. 


| Dennis, Mass., 


affair and will co-ordinate the vari- | of the week. 


July 13. 
Margaret Anglin contracted a cold 


In | opera house offering. In the cast will| and had to cancel the opening night 
will receive | be Ruth Gordon, Dennis King, Mar-| performance of ‘Marriage Royal’ at 
Sam Jaffe, and three | the Cape Playhouse last night (12). 


It was the first miss 9n an opening 
at the straw-hat in 1k years, man- 


| agement claimed. 


Kosloff Sues Duffield 


Chicago, July 13. 
Suit was filed by Theodore Kostoi? 


| Holly wood actor and ballet master. 


| 
| 


cated in the second-floor dining room | Producer, demanding $1,500 for 


Night club will operate seven nights | 10 days in Los Angeles, 


local 

al- 
leged breach of contract. Kosloit, 
according to the suit, signed Duffield 
to present ‘Last Days of Pompeii’ foi 
last year, 
but show closed after four perform- 


against Charles H. Duffield, 


Opening night tariffs are $3.50 and | ances. 
$5, with other matinees and nights | 


B. A. Rasky, attorney for Koslof. 


$2 to $3.50. Opera) filed the suit in the Municipat Cour! 


| here last Wednesday (7). 





seen camel 


s ioe Ate PL 











ewe see 


<2; 





pagan fil 


TETAS Bi 






Ne FURAN bats ¢ 








- Wednesday, July 14, 1937 


LEGITIMATE 


VARIETY 63 





 ———— 








Ist Summer Theatre Stranding 
Since Equity Got Tough: Lads 
Evaded Rules, Lost 2 Wks. Pay 





— — 


First summer theatre stranding 
since Equity installed rules last sea~ 
son requiring the deposit of money 
to guarantee salaries and return 
transportation from the hideaway 
spots, came last week when Joe By- 
ron Totten, Inc.’s ‘The Broadway 
Players’ were left flat in Connecti- 
cut. Group played two weeks but 
is reported having received no sala- 
ries. Staggering back to Broadway 
they received the cost of bus fare 
but returned by train. 

There were 10 players appearing 
in ‘Spook House,’ by one ‘J. B. Tee’ 
and another drama. None were 
members of Equity, according to the 
latter’s check-up which means the 
actors took a chance. Possible that 
the players adopted different names 
for the Totten venture, but Equity 
does not appear to be much inter- 
ested in finding out, since those in- 
volved had to take it on the chin 
if having evaded the rules. 

Those programed were Mary Boy- 
lan, Thomas Stewart, Doris Glasser, 
Stephen Roberts, Evelyn Brooks, 
Douglas Morris, Maureen Whelan, 
Ben Metz, John Berry and James 
Hylan. They appeared at the Barn 
theatre at Greenhaven_ Shores, 
Lower Pawcatuck, Conn. Mrs. Ger- 
trude Fuscaldo, who conducts the 
house, was not blamed for the fiasco. 
Totten was listed as the director. 


Once Before 


Totten, who put on a short-lived 
play at the Belmont, N. Y., last sea- 
son, was interrogated by the dis- 
trict attorney’s office last winter 
after complaint by several young 
actresses who invested in another 
of his shows, which he promised to 
present in New York. Play with 
the investors in the cast was given 
for one week at Jackson Heights, 
Totten claiming that spot as part 
of the city and he had therefore 
‘fulfilled his bargain.’ Girls con- 
tended that they were given to 
understand the show would play 
Broadway, but the charges were 
dropped by the d. a. 

Another summer venture dated for 
Red Bank, N. J., failed to open be- 
cause the requisite amount of cash 
was not deposited with Equity. It 
is an Equity group headed by Mar- 
guerite Morris, who applied to the 
association for a concession, offer- 
ing to post one week's salaries. No 
dice. Before the stock can open 
about $500 salary guarantee money 
must be posted. 


HEAVY RAIN DAMAGES 
B’WAY LEGIT, PIX SPOTS 


Considerable dantage to theatres 
was caused by deluge Monday (3) 
which broke a six-day heat spell in 
New York. Drains and sewers weré 
found inadequate to carry off the 
volume of water and the latter 
backed up, flooding the rest rooms 
of most picture and legit theatres in 
the Times Square zone. Same phe- 
nomenon occurred in midtown apart- 
ment houses, with water cascading 
from bathtubs on the first and sec- 
ond floors. Understood most of the 
swimming pools had to be emptied 
and scrubbed. 

All side street legit houses re- 
ported water below the street level. 
At the Music Box, the roof drains 
backed up, water coming through 
the ventilating fan shaft and dam- 
aging the ceiling above the balcony 
section. Canopy at the same theatre 
filled and poured onto the pavement. 
At three in the afternoon Broadway | 
was pitch dark. 














Additions to ‘Virginia’ 
Avis Andrews, colored singer, and 
Buck and Bubbles, comics, have 
been set for Arthur Schwartz’ forth- 
Coming musical, ‘Virginia.’ 


Show goes into rehearsal Friday 
(16) | 





But His Feet Do Not 





Paul Draper may go into a 
Norman Bel Geddes musical 
this fall. If so, the dancer will 
speak lines. 

Draper stutters. Idea is to 
write the part in as a young 
chap with a vocal hesitation, 


COHAN ALL SET 
FOR NEW BWAY 
MUSICAL 


George M. Cohan, recently re- 
turned from abroad, read the script 
of the Kaufman-Hart musical, ‘Hold 
Your Hats, Boys,’ in which he will 
star in the fall, and okayed it. When 
Sam H. Harris cabled Cohan suggest- 
ing he appear in the show, the reply 
was yes, but there was the chance 
that the part might not be to his 
liking. 

‘Boys’ will be the second show in 
which the former partners will have 
been concerned since they dissolved 
their managerial enterprises. Last 
season Harris presented Cohan in 
‘Fulton of Oak Falls,’ first known as 
‘Yesterday’s Lilacs.’ 


Lambs Outing Held 
At Williams Home; 
Faversham the Star 


Lambs annual outing or ‘wash’ was 
held Sunday (11) on the grounds of 
the Percy Williams home for indi- 
gent actors at East Islip, L. I. Wil- 
liam Faversham, who entered the 
home about six months ago, nearly 
stole the show when the clubmen en- 
tertained, after dinner. 


Former star captured the imagi- 
nation of the near-athletes by telling 
a fable about a yacht that journeyed 
to a beautiful island—his present 
abode. He is helping tend the gar- 
den and reminded the Lambs that 
once he owned an estate at Hunting- 
ton not far away—but here there is 
no mortgage, nor end of the month 
bills to worry about.’ 

Announced yacht race turned out 
to be a gag. Toy sail boats were set 
adrift in the pond, contestants blow- 
ing on the sails. Commodore Bob 
Hague was kept away with an in- 
disposition. 

Joe Laurie, Jr., was thrown over- 
board when he announced a sale of 
overcoats by a cut rate clothes shop. 
But because he entered all contests 
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without copping anything, they gave | 


him a traveling bag. 





Harry Short Seriously 


Harry Short, well known around 
the Lambs club, where he was often 
called on to impersonate Al Smith, 


however, will be the possible West | 
|End_ presentation of 


Ailing at Hospital 


' 
| rest theatre). 


whom he facially resembles, is seri- | 


ously ill. After being under obser- 


vation at Bellevue hospital, N. Y.., | 


for some time, he was removed last 
week to the Brunswick Home, a hos- 
pital at Amityville, L. I, by the 
Actors Fund. 

Patient has an afflication 
spine and doctors have 
against operative treatment. 


of the 
advised 
Short 


was formerly a dancer and appeared” 


then in vaudeville. 


QUITS THEATRES 
IN MAZDA SECTOR 


Will Stick Only to Fringes 
Next Season, As Originally 
Planned—Adelphi, Elliott 
and Lafayette Retained 





NEWS UNIT IN DOUBT 





When the WPA started renting 
theatres in the Broadway zone a 
year or so ago, managers protested 
the invasion of the theatre district 
by relief theatre attractions because 
the low price admissions 


oppose regular productions. While 


the opposition did not materialize, | 
some feeling persisted, but the re- | 


duction of the Federal Theatre Proj- 
ect appropriation has now resulted 
in orders not to renew leases on 
several houses. 

Only the Adelphi and the Maxine 
Elliott, both on the extremity of 
Times Square, have been leased for 
next season, while in Harlem the 
Lafayette will be retained for a col- 
ored unit. These are the only three 
theatres definitely committed for 
WPA shows. Rents for the two 
downtown theatres are between 
$25,000 and $30,000, an increase over 
the original rentals. 

Problem now arises as to what to 
do with the ‘living newspaper’ unit, 
regarded as an ‘ace’ for the FTP in 
New York. It was first spotted in 
the Biltmore, which is in the middle 
of the theatre section, but an excep- 
tion to the agreement not to use 
houses between 39th and 54th streets 
because the presentations were in 
the form of playlets. Whether the 
newspaper unit will be continued is 
not definite, which is the same status 
of most WPA projects. Newspaper 
unit’s shows switched to the Ritz 
last winter, when the Biltmore was 
sold, but the Ritz and Daly’s have 
been dropped, also the Bayes, a roof 
house used recently for dance 
dramas. 

Shuberts sought a deal calling for 
the WPA to lease three of its the- 
atres, the Elliott, Ritz and Daly’s, 
which they control. Idea was turned 
down, but if either of the latter are 
later rented for FTP shows, rent on 
the Elliott would be reduced. 

‘Prof. Mamlock,’ ‘Power,’ and Paul 
Green playlets which were playing 
downtown, were all abruptly with- 
drawn Saturday (10), the heat wave 
further reducing their slender tak- 
ings. Only ‘The Case of Philip Law- 
rence’ continues in the legit depart- 
ment, although the colored show in 
Harlem has been approximating but 
$10 to $15 nightly. Majestic, Brook- 
lyn, used mostly for WPA vaude- 
ville units last season, is reported 


| definitely through with relief shows. 





might | 


MOVES OFF BROADWAY 





be 








Birthday Luck 


Leo (Slim) Miller of the Na- 
tional, N, Y., box offce, passed 
a red light last Thursday (8) 
and was promptly whistled to 
the curb. Cop looked at his 
driver’s license and noticing it 
was his birthday didn’t give 
him a ticket. 

Ticket fellow did not argue 
about the violation but tried to 
insist the birthday 
morrow. 





was on the 











INSURANCE 
AGENT 


Papers are being prepared for fil- 
ing of a damage suit by Alex Yokel 
against Charles Rafsky, an insurance 
agent, in connection with an annuity 
agreement entered into with the 
Equitable Life Insurance Co. Saul 
J. Baron, attorney for Yokel, also 
represented him in actions in which 
Rafsky was awarded $1,500 and an- 
other item approximating $400. Both 
have been appealed. 

During the run of ‘Three Men on a 
Horse,’ Playhouse, N.Y., Yokel pur- 
chased the annuity, but there seems 
to have been a misunderstanding as 
to the amount. Show was Yokel’s first 
managerial try, the click being pre- 
sented by him, but with Warners 
holding a 50% interest in return for 
financing the play. 

Attorney stated the details con- 
cerning the annuity were incorrect, 
but report had it that Yokel believed 
he contracted for a $50,000 deal to 
be paid Equitable within two years. 
After making the payments it is 
understood Yokel was informed that 
his agreement calied for payment of 
$25,000 yearly for a series of years. 
Former press agent believes he 
signed the contract without being 
fully aware of the conditions, which 
is believed to be the basis of the suit. 

The Rafsky actions are said to con- 
cern certain money advances to 
Yokel at a time when his funds were 
tied up. Baron was a silent partner 
in “Three Men,’ his interest reputed 
to be 25%. 





London May Yet See Tobacco Road’: 


Grisman Sails, Has 4 B way Theatres 


Sam Grisman, who has been man- 
agerially active through the success 
of ‘Tobacco Road,’ sailed from New 
York Friday (9), presumably for a 
An_ objective, 


European’ vacation. 


the drama 
which has run more than three and 
Broadway (For- 
Showman stated be- 
fore leaving that the British censor 
had not banned ‘Road’ and the dele- 
may 


one-half years on 


tion of several expressions 
make it acceptable. 
With four Broadway theatres in 


his possession under 


Grisman will be in a strategical po- | 


sition next season, if the predicted 


legit house shortage eventuates. The | 


Forrest was the first house he 
rented, with Jack Kirland a partner, 
but during the past season he se- 
cured on his own the 48th St. Hud- 


leaseholds, | 


son and Belasco, all regarded as fa- 
vorable from a booking standpoint. 

The 48th St. will be renamed the 
Windsor. Rather extensive altera- 
tions on the interior are being de- 
signed by a theatre architect and 


will cost around $30,000. The othe: 
theatre acquisitions will need but 
little refurbishing. All three are 


currently dark, but it is expected 
the Forrest will continue into fall. 
Grisman plans to send three com- 
panies of ‘Road’ to the road again 
| next season, 


| 
| Beth 


Brown's Solo Play 


Beth Brown, co-author of ‘Behind 
Red Lights’ has just made a 
flight with a new comedy. 

Her play is based on her published 
magazine story, ‘Three Girls on a 
Match,’ has been rechristened ‘Three 
in a Bed, and is being readied for 
fall production, 


solo 


Bway Vs. H wood Tussle Over Plays 


And Players Now Brings Up, Where 
Will Character Actors Come From? 


+ 


What does Hollywood propose do- 
ing about developing § character 
players? That is one pertinent ques- 
tion picture people will be asked 
when expected conferences are held 
with the idea of closing the breach 
caused last year when Hollywood 
walked out on Broadway, dissatisfied 
with the new authors’ contract. 

Apparently picture producers have 
not given this particular phase of 
casting much thought. It is predicted 
that within 10 years character actors 
will be sought for much more than 
any type of talent, unless the stage 
is given support. 

Seekers of talent for Hollywood 
ave principally concentrated on 





s 


YOKEL S UJ | N ¢ youth and the results have been sat- 


isfactory, but managers declare there 
will come a time when the need for 
the welter of in-between parts will 
find a talent shortage in that direc- 
| tion and there is no way to develop 
‘such players except in the constant 
production of stage plays. It’s not 
enough, Broadway showmen con- 
tend, to depend on the younger play- 
ers to go into characters as they ad- 
vance in years. 

It would seem that the managers 
and authors will be on the same side 
when the picture end is so queried. 
Expectation that Hollywood would 
rescind its dictum not to finance the 
stage has not materialized. There 
are signs here and there of picture 
interest in certain phases of legit 
but not so far as Broadway is con- 
cerned. 

Stock, Vaude, Burley, Etc. 

Stock, which formerly supplied 
talent for the stage, and therefore, 
indirectly Hollywood, has been vir- 
tually eliminated, with Hollywood 
blaméd. Every now and then some 
picture company announces plans 
for the formation of a stage stock, 
but never seem to get past the con- 
versation _ stage. Vaudeville and 
burlesque are still too limited as 
talent sources [despite hopes anew 
in vaude’s resurrection via Mayor 
La Guardia’s plan in N. Y.j, but 
were not killed off by Hollywood. 
Night club shows and radio furnish 
some talent but not enough. 

Since the breach it has been 
stated more than once that the stage 
and screen can be entirely divorced 
for economic reasons on both sides. 
Hollywood needs the stage primarily 
for talent, with material secondary 
according to present percentages. 
The lament of Broadway that the 
Coast absorbs its people too rapidly 
has diminished because it has been 
shown that there are frequent inter- 
changes of talent, actors returning 19 
the stage for limited periods at least. 

Picture scouts curry the country- 
side mostly for talent. That means 
they must delve into the hideaways 
where stock may be said to flourish 
during the brief summer period. 
There may be a stray player to be 
picked up, or perhaps a director of 
promise. But rural drama does not 
answer the question about character 
people, for half the shows in the 
sticks are played by amateurs and 
talent is developed by experience 
only to be had from performing. 

Before the summer is over the ses- 
sions of stage and screen executives 
are figured to take place and are 
due to happen regardless of the re- 
cent legit theatre convention which 
had plenty to say about Hollywood, 


Confab Holds Up OK. 
On NYTPA Contract 


A meeting of Theatre League was 
held Monday ~(12) to reconsider the 
| proposed contract with the New York 
| Theatrical Press Agents, 
| No action was taken but at lea: ¢ 
one manager favored the agreement, 
without qualification. Sam H. Hare 
ris, unable to attend, sent a letter 
to that effect. 

Before taking definite action, how- 
ever, it was decided to meet with 
union people who had advised the 
Managers against such action, 
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Inside Stuft—Legit 


The propriety of Broadway drama critics going afield to cover try-outs 
in the rural show-shops has again been questioned. Two reviewers 
have done so thus far, with notices appearing in the respective dailies. 
They are Brooks Atkinson of the N. Y. Times and Douglas Gilbert of 
the N. Y. World-Telegram. Latter is assigned to deliver a daily column 
but understood that Atkinson is not so committed. He recently jour- 
neyed to Stockbridge, Mass. and a rather sever criticism appeared in 
the Times. Formerly New York papers did not cover even regular try- 
outs. merely printing a straight new item of the openings, if at all. 

Coverage of the summer spots by picture and talent scouts has become 
routine, but new plays so presented are generally in the embryo state, 
so that critical comment in the dailies is not sought and invariably 
unwelcome. 


form last season, 
*Three 


Although finished for the road and released in picture 
some adaitional revenue is expected from stock performances of 
Men on a Horse.’ Warners would participate unless Hobbiehorses, Inc., 
the show’s corporate identity, has been dissolved. Comedy, produced by 
Alex Yokel, had the latter operating on his own during the final months 
of the run in New York, film end having declared off. 

‘Three Men’ was originally reported to have earned $1,000,000 but sub- 
sequent estimates placed the net profit at $700,000. Corporation is said to 
have earned a considerable sum from the investing of surplus coin during 
the run. Warners’ bonds were purchased at 44 and disposed of around 
the 90 mark. 


Hedgerow Theatre, Philadel»hia, may have to abandon 
intention of presenting ‘Arms and the Man’ with music from “The Choco- 
late Soldier,’ during the annual Shaw festival at the theatre next week. 
Complications have arisen with the copyright owners over the matter of 
royalties. 


its announced 


During last year’s festival, ‘Arms’ was presented with free beer. Didn't 
work well. as audiences neglected the show for guzzling. Idea was 
abandoned during the fall when neighboring schools complained that 


studes were returning to the dorms from Hedgerow too hilarious for 
straight Shaw diet. 

Bel Geddes last week compelled Jules 
the former’s name from the billing of the road production of 
End. Fact that the show was billed as ‘presented by Norman Bel Geddes’ 
when it played Asbury Park, N. J., the previous week created an im- 
pression that Leventhal had acquired the rights for the production on a 
percentage. Instead, deal was on flat amount. Geddes’ name was re- 
moved from the billing during last week’s run at Brighton Beach, N. Y. 


Norman 


Out of Town | to stay near the girl, 


up as a working poet. 

Mrs. Barrington, an eccentric so- 
ciely woman, invites Elinore and her 
friends to a reception that night. 
Without an invitation, Allen decides 
to crash. It develops that Elinore 
is not really a painter. She and her 


sets himself | 


SALUTE TO SPRING 


St. Louis, July 11. 
iwo acts. Book by Earle 
Frederick 


Operetta in 


Crocker, score by Loewe: 


proe- - . - ™ ~+4 

quest anter direction of Richard Berger| Urother, Robert, are destitute and 
ant Zeke Colvin; scenery, Raymond Sovey; | She is selling the pictures on a com- 
jances, Theodore Adolphus and Al White. | mission basis to raise money. 
Jr.: si ler diree f George Hirst, . . 
rt eet - Unter Gieerten S - repay ae At the reception, Mrs. Barrington 

ee aoa ppenpeerestor  akwe Oise, 2Mnounces she is going to found an 
ren \ Phillips ; ‘Guy Roberison | American art colony in the country 
“All the Arts” Anderson. osense john Sheehan , and invites all the artists to be her 
ie | PPPre Ts LT een tuih Urban | guests. When they reach the site of 
Mrs. Cartis Barrington. . He ‘len Raymend _ 


the colony they find 


it a broken- 





Foleert w P 

renn eaaeek.. ce seteeereee as Ls Mb down tourjst camp but are assured 
G MEO. wave sensersersencrnes Virgil Trametli by Mrs. Barrington that she will 
The sheri. LELLLLLLDetmar Poppen |SPeRd money like water to convert 
Spiasier.......... ""danamary Dickey | the plane into a famous art colony. 
Hat Fron ne Pee: 7 REM Phit Porterfield | Elinore, now in love with Allen, 
eee . niet oo eearees discovers that she has been tricked 
$i Ce ee ee Krika Zaraneova by her brother, that the pictures she 
LL RN bh IPG Albert Shaw | iS selling were stolen, and she must 


Da meers 


leave immediately to escape arrest. 
Consternation reigns when Mrs. Bar- 
rington announces that her husband 
has. stopped her credit and plans for 
the colony must be abandoned. 

Only way out is for all to co-op 
and rebuild the camp into the most 
unusual tourist camp in the world. 
The second act opens with the camp 
rebuilt and the artists trying to lure 
'customers by music. Naturally, all 
ends well. 





This operetta has got something. 
Ove of the largest audiences of the 
sevson enthusiastically greeted the 
world premiere in the open air the- | 
atre in Forest Park Monday (12). | 
A’ hors, in fact, were forced to take 


a ‘sow. 

When the musical has a few 
wi'nkles ironed out and_ several 
nunbers eliminated, to speed up 
the tempo, it will be ready for, Cast here is headed by Guy Rob- 
intcaduction to Broadway, as skedded. | ertson, Bernice Claire, Olive Olsen, 
Fivst act with six scenes needs a! John Sheehan and Ruth Urban. Top 
bit of tightening to bring the story , among the musical numbers, which 
out more quickly. However, the sec- | probably soon will be on the air, 
ond act moves with a faster pace and are ‘A Waltz Is Born in Vienna,’ ‘An- 
brings the story to a conclusion jn | other Lovely April Day,’ ‘Extraor- 
niv2 fashion. | dinary,’ ‘Love Is Love,’ and ‘Some- 

Story opens in Washington Square, | how.’ Dance specialties by Harris. 

New York, during the Artists’ Street |Claire and Shannon, vaude trio new 
Fair, where ‘Arts’ Anderson, Bessie | to natives here, scored heavily. 
Fain and Elinore Rogers, a young, Local chorus clicks in routines de- 
painter new to Greenwich Village, | vised by Theodore Adolphus and Al 
are gathered. Allen Phillips, an at-| White, Jr. Sets designed by Ray- 
tr active stranger, stops to admire mond Sovey do much to enhance the 
Elinor’s paintings and then, in order production. Sahu. 





MOST EXCITING SHOE OFFERING IN YEARS! 






Ingenve reg. 









eee “8.95 and 9.75 
reg. 13.7; ands. 75 made oupoussly for 
ier 
*MADEMOISELLE 90: cae for 
|  t9g. 6.95 and?.95 








COMPANION SALES! |. Miller Hosiery and Handbags! 


*Mademoiselle shoes not on sale at 562 Fifth Ave. 
49 WEST 34th ST. 


562 FIFTH AVE. 450 FIFTH AVE. 1552 B'WAY 
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a | Maybe all the pieces of 
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STOPLIGHT 


Centerville, Mass., July 12. 

Play in three acts (feur scenes) by Car- 
Ivle Moore, completed by Ethelyn Palmer 
Moore. Directed by Mary Yeung and E. 
Stanley Pratt; settings, Craig Scenic 
studios. Presented by John Craig, If, at 
Mary Young theatre, Centerville, Cape Cod, 
July 12, ’37. 
Datnon Greaves. . 6 cece cineace Milton Parsons 
Demming Moore, Jr. 
Gerald Aimes.......... William M. Hunt, IT 
Dr Kenworthey Bric Kalkhurst 
Michael illi 
Fesdycke 





COMO ceccccceecsesesstescces Let wis inodmeas 
Sergeant O’Holleran........... John Tayler 
By SOS cam aduadtaes oe Richard O'Connor 
Schmidt ..... .. hdward Mundo 


eT ree 
Martha Graves Evelvn Dawn 
Ee SS a ee Terry Fay 
Julie Graves... eae eee L¥dia Fuller 
Nora Banning Barnes 


Tito Renaldo 


‘Spotlight?’ is a play of 
authorship, having been started by 
the late Carlyle Moore and recently 
completed by his widow, 
Palmer Moore. Perhaps this explains 
its shortcomings. There is an excel- 
lent opening stanza, and then two 
which are something of a let-down. 

Trouble is not so’ much in quality 
of writing. which remains 
factory throughout, as in a lack of | 
character development and attend- | 
ant haziness of plot. If Moore him- 
self had been able to finish and re- 
vise script, it is likely we 
have heard more about a couple of 
romances introduced in Act One and 
subsequently dropped. Also the very 
might have become 
before the final 
the jigsaw | 
together; but | 
fast that it’s 
connections between 
unrelated incidents. 


puzzle actually do fit 
| everything moves so 
hard to make 


‘Dead | | Further rewriting with this in mind 


| might turn ‘Stoplight’ into a better 
commercial proposition. 

In brief. plot concerns a retired 
chemist, Judson Graves. who is 
coddled into semi-invalidism by his 
wife. A young psychiatrist, in love 
with Graves’ daughter, encourages 
him to spend a night out, and during 
this night Judson gambles away lots 
of money. A young man and woman, 
counterfeiters both, take refuge in | 
his house in order to escape the 
police, the man even putting on a 
wig and impersonating Graves. There 
is a romance between the two 
criminals, who are trying 
straight, and a good deal of fibbing 
by Graves, 
gambling losses a secret from his 
wife. Through a series of ruses, the 
counterfeiters manage to destroy all 
evidence of their activity and thus 
remain beyond the reach of the law. 
Judson’s wife learns about his spree, 
but doesn’t care particularly since it 
has helped him to ‘find himself.’ 


|Though these two plots have been | 


woven together, they never seem to 
have much in common. 

Mary Young theatre has given 
‘Stoplight’ a workmanlike production 
which is always interesting 
when the story gets out of hand. 
Milton Parsons acquits himself with 
distinction as Graves, making him at | 
ence crotchety and likeable. Carlyle 
Moore, Jr., son of the co-authors, 
plays one of the counterfeiters with 
considerable assurance, while Jane 
Barnes, turns in an attractive per- 
formance as his heart interest. 
Others in important parts are Wil- 
liam H. Hunt, II, Eric Kalkhurst, 
William Lawson, William Carleton, 
Evelyn Dawn, Terry Fay and Lydia 
Fuller. : 

Mary Young and FE. Stanley Pratt 
have directed with relative brisk- 
ness, considering that there are 
sometimes 12 or 13 characters on the | 
stage at once. Sets by Craig Scenic | 
studios are simple but —— 1 

au 


PLAYS ABROAD 
SATYR 
London, July 1. 
New drama in three acts by Pant Lesti 
presented by Martin Jones on behalf of 


William Mollison, Ltd.: produced. by Chesier 
Erskin at the Shaftesbury theatre, London. 


Dr. Richard Mackenzie....4 FE. Matthews 
Mrs. Ellen de Meyer.....,.. Flora Robson 
Peter de Meyer........ 4" Marius Goring 
Terry Bvams........s00. Patricia Mallinson 
Dr. Tivmest Tayler: .ccccccecss Ellis Irving 
Gloria Willis 2... 6 cee sewer neces June Mertin} 
Wir, TRORMOEF cic ccccccssaces Guy Belmore | 


Bw JACI .cccaccccccvsegeece ..Ena Dorne | 





An erudite clinical version of the 
theme used by Edgar Wallace in 
‘The Case of the Frightened Lady.’ 
Besides being a well constructed, 
sombre drama full of tension 
suspense, it represents medical 
search and _ considerable 
tions with insanity specialists. 
a qtantity 
of good acting, well directed. In} 
spite of which, it is extremely prob- 
lematical if the general public will} 
find sufficient entertainment in such | 
gloomy fare. 

A fine, delicately reared youth 
lives alone in a hkouse with his 
mother and the doctor who has been 
looking after him all his life. The | 
doctor is a middle-aged. disillusioned 
man, always semi-saturated with 
liquor, who loves the mother. Be- 
tween them they are protecting * 
boy from knowing that he is 
neurotic. homicidal sex maniac. He 
attacks immature girls, 


(Continued on 


re- 


page 68) 


mixed | 


Ethelyn | 


satis- | 


should | 


curtain, | 


to go} 


who hopes to keep his | 


even | 


and | 


consulta- | 
All | 


ravishing and} 





| Bryant’s Showboat Quits PROVINCETOWN’S 


Cincy for Up River Spots 


cic, osu | SUMMERTIME 
Billy Bryant’s showboat, one of 


the few floating theatres left plying 
the rivers of the midwest, has left 
its mooring at Cincinnati, where it 
played for several seasons, to invade 
the upper Ohio valley territory. 
Shows being given on the boat 
this summer are “Thorns and Orange By MAX GENDEL 
Blossoms,’ ‘Jesse James’ and ‘Ten Provincetown, July 13. 
| Nights in a Barroom.’ As _ usual, Pilgrims broke their Plymouth 
| musical specialties are staged be- | (England) to Plymouth, Mass., jump 
| tween acts and audiences join in for | by spending the winter in Province- 
‘occasional community sing. town. Lucky they didn’t land in 
Three of the Bryant family still | Summer or they would never have 
take part in the showboat plays on | survived the high tariffs. 
| the craft that has been on the river Local talent, mostly ‘colorful Por- 
tuguese,’ wait all year for the literati 
| tourists. Rents,*food, sundries cost 
i more than eating in at the Waldorf. 
Original founders of the summer 
| garret boys, O'Neill and Susan Glas. 
pell, have all ducked. 


for more than a half a eonttry. 
Brand new assortment of geniuses. 
| No big names but they still draw. 
Winter census of 4,000 in summec 
jumps to 20,000. 

Nearly every visitor is writing a 
play or novel, or splashing canvas. 
However, larger number of femmes 
makes it tough on that novel. 























SEATTLE 


(Continued from page 8) 


(Ind) and ‘Man 
dual, 10 days, 


‘Fury and Woman’ 
(GN), 


! s 
/in Mirror’ 


$3,100, good. 

Fifth Avenue (Hamrick-Ev ergreen) 
| (2.400; 32-37-42)—‘Singing Marine’ 

| (WB) and ‘Case of Stuttering Bishop’ | 
(FN), dual. Big campaign not help- | 
ing; only. $7,000 looked for, sad. Last 
week, ‘Captains Courageous’ (MG) 
and “There Goes My Girl’ (RKO) 


(2d wk), dual, dandy $6,600. Town musta voted Farley as they 
Liberty (J-vH) (1,900; 21-32-42)— | have terrific post office, brand new, 
‘Woman Chases Man’ (UA) and/| for the pic postal-card fans. 
‘League of Frightened Men’ (Col), Local cinema has two shows 
dual. Caught on nicely, $4800, and! nightly. Admission’ 40c. ‘Captains 
may hold over. Last week, ‘Thunder; Courageous’ stood ‘em up. (Don’t 
in City’ (Col) and ‘Motor Madness’ | mention it, Metre ) 
(Col), dual, $4,300, good enough. | Sitster " Whart tt ate ed 
Music Box (Hamrick-Evergreen) watered owen Sy 
(900: 2-37-42)—‘Captains Cour- | ™oney-maker, doing nicely with 
ageous’ (MG). moved in after two | suestar revivals. Amazing how you 
weeks at Fifth, expects $3.500, big. can break even at $100 per night. 
Last week, ‘Mountain Music’ (Par) Lota fun riding town bus. Hurtles 
(3d wk), five days, $2.700. okay. | through town and in the woods. Bus 
Orpheum | (Hamrick - Evergreen) | open air with benches; 10c for seven 
(2,700: 32-37-42 )—‘Slave Ship’ (20th)! mile round trip. (Air conditioned, 


Bem = gee age Be oo pry hy eh?’ and ‘Tll close the windows for 
lokay. Last week was big at $10.200. | ¥°" if its drafty, honey,’ are tops iu 
Palomar (Sterling) (1.450: 17-27- wisecracks by Joe Broadways bus- 
'37)—‘Affairs of Cappy Ricks’ (Rep) | S'98 for first time.) 

‘and Hawaiian Follies on stage. Get-| Drivers, local school 
| ting around $4.700, good. Last week, | down to flirt with gals. 


kids, slow 
Willing gals 


|‘Dragerman Courage’ (WB) and_/ given cuffo ride infront seat. Boss no 
vaude, $3,700, oke. n counts up but wait till the Shuberts 
| Paramount (Hamrick - ivergreen) take over. 
(3,106; 32-37-42)—‘Riding on Aijr’ | ots icycling 
|(RKO) and ‘King of Gamblers’| Flasship. local hot pot, does swell 
(Par), dual. Only fair at $4.800. Last | piz at steep prices ‘but | patronized 
| week, ‘Another Dawn’ (WB) and) mostly by weekend and overnight 
‘Meet the Missus’ (RKO), dual, -: y eh 
$5.000. fair. tourists. ; , 
Roosevelt (Sterling) (850; 21-32)— | oar ne —— org ake iS 
|‘Woman in Love’ (RKO) and ‘Turn! swell when e light bill comes 
Off Moon’ (Par). dual. Will about | around and greater for atmosphere 
get by at $2,500. Last week, ‘Marked | for New York yokels. Bar is made 
Woman’ (FN) and ‘When Love is. out of rowboats. 
Young’ (U), dual, $2,800, oke. 


Town reads Boston and two local 
| Cape papers with N. Y. Times still 
| best seller. 





| ENGAGEMENTS 


Robert Elwyn, Robin Batcheller,|__ Village also has ‘Don't Look Now, 
Betty Macdonald, Velma Royton,| Dear, Camp out in the dunes. 
| Don McHenry, Bob Smith, Frances | Strictly informal. You just walk 
| Bavier, Betty Sittler, Nina Partridge, | over the dunes till you hit the ocean, 

‘Night Must Fall.’ Maverick Theatre, | let your hair down, and there you 
| Woodstock, N. Y. are 

Mary Hutchinson, Wylie Adams, | 
Arthur Allen, Dorna Earl, Lida/| 
Kane, Byron Shores, John Burke, 
Henry Buckler, Fairfax Burgher, 
William Thornton, Addison Pitt, 
‘The Farmer Takes a Wife,’ Mohawk 
Drama Festival, Schenectady, N. Y. 

Helen Brooks, Lewis Martin, Alex- 
ander Clark, Edmund George. Mary 
Wickes. Elizabeth Young. Richard 
| Abert, Ellen Hail, Robert Allen. “To- 
/night at 8:30,’ Berkshire Playhouse, 
Stockbridge, Mass. 

Jane Gordon, Winston O'Keefe, | 
Kenneth Bates. Ann Scoville. Vir- | 

ginia Lomas, ‘Private Lives.’ Forty- 
| Niners Theatre, Whitefield. N. H. 
| Mary Harris, Robert Haig, James 
Harker, Larney Goodkind. Barry | 
| Wundless, Encily Perkins, ‘Candida,’ 
Peterborough, N. H. 


Commercial street Is Great White 
Way but dark by 11. Street lined 
with art galleries, selling etchings, 
paintings. caricatures, A. and P. 
grocery stores, popcorn stands, hot- 
dog grills—Beano. 

Biggest excitement—more intense 
than, Supreme Court debate and 
Rome London bout—is whether 
| Commercial street should revert to 
two-way traffic. 

Local town hall has eight cells for 
the bad boys. Half dozen cops. Lit- 
tle excitement. 











ginia Lomas, Lewis MacFarland, 
Richard McKay, Dorothy Neumann, 
| Winston O’Keeie, Madalyn O'Shea, 


Sandra Lynde. : Arthur Robey. | Evelyn Pierce, Howard Porter, Ana 
‘Sheep in the Fold.” Charles Hedley. | Scoville, Edward G. Steinmetz. Jr., 
|Syd_ Blake, Jack Lenny, ‘Heat| Forty Niners, Chase Barn Play- 
eam Craryville, N. Y. house, Whitefield, N. H. (Permanent 
Frank Lyon, Adrienne Earle, Rob- Co.) 


ert Perry, Raymond Greenleaf. Olive 
| Warren, Kenneth Parks. Henry 
| Arthur. Irene Shirley. Nancv Dun-|G 
/can, Marian Grant. John Gordon, 
| ‘Death Takes a Holiday,’ ne | 
| Mass. 
| Lenore Sorsby, John Barclay. Starr | 
West, Teddy Jones. Clement. 
| Oo "Loughlen. Isobel Rose, ‘Ode to 
| Liberty”; Miriam Battista, John Bar- 
| clay Starr West, ‘The Broken Wintg,’ 
Starlight Theatre. Pawling, N.Y. i 
Donald Cook. ‘Let Us Be Gay.’ Rve 


Dorothy Stone, Charles Collins. 
Doug Leavitt, Hope Emerson, Jack 
Goode, Doris Patston, Jack Sheehan, 
‘Gay Divorce,’ Jones Beach, N. Y. 




















| Beach. N.H.; “The High Road,” Madi- 
j}son. Conn.: ‘Pride and Prejudice,’ 
Suffern. N.Y.: ‘Remote Control,’ Co- | 
jhasset, Mess.: ‘Dearly Beloved.’ 
Ogunquit. Me.; ‘Ghost of Yankee 
Doodle.’ Guild. 
| Julie Havdon. ‘Accidental Family.’ 
Dennis. Mass.: ‘The Queen Was in 
| the Parlor.’ Cohasset. Mass. 
Phyllis —— ‘Lysistrata,’, Mt. 
| Kiseo, N.Y. Westnort Conn. 
Marian Shockley, Skowhegan, Me. Mgt.: LOU CLAYTON 
(Permanent Co.). Berkshire Hotel, New York 
Rosalind Ivan. ‘Tonight at 8.30.’ 
Dennis. Mass.: ‘The ane Gentle- 
man.’ Schenectady. N.Y 
Vivienne Segal, Mary McCov. FOR SALE 
ieee K. Morton, Doulas Leavitt. | Because our men travel by automo 
Robert Shafer, Victor Morlev. Max- (ff bile we have 190 shoe trunks for 


ine Castleton, Zea Russell. True. |} Si" i, arse cians comlition. Price vers 
iman Gaige. ‘A Wonderful Night. low for quick sale. Will sell singly 

ones eac aqaium, > ° or- in lets Can be seen at actory 
J B h Stadi ee in 1 c 


er will) furnish 


W. LL. 


details aon request 
DOUGLAS SHOOK CH. 
ten, Mass. 


Kenneth Bates, Beatrice Beach, 
Sarah Emily Brown, Brobury Ellis. 
Howard Fischer, Jane Gordon, Vir- 
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Strawhats Now Debuting New Ones | MKADO” $3.00, 


BUT FAIR IN ST. LOO 
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Heat Clips Plenty Of Bway Lesit -s 























ba é ’ 9 6 ? 9 
Dewy srs . 

, t Steady Face; w Next Wee St Louis, July 18 .U.s; Cant Lake it 

: ‘Salute to Spring,’ operetta by ? ? 

4 4 Earle Crocker and Frederick Loewe, 

i which is skedded for a Broadway : ” 

3 Following this week's flurry of | FORTY NINERS START ee to pony Magan ook FRISCO OFF BUT ‘RAT’ | Cooling systems failed to halt the 
4 play tryouts at the summer thea- | miere here last night (12) in Forest , —— that clipped Broadway legits 
ight in all, the strawhats’ out- | Fifth Seasem ef Strawhat at Whrite-| Park, where the piece started a $ SQ last week, when record hot July 
‘ tres, eigh ‘i dentinue at field, N. H., Opens with ‘Lives’ week $ run. : ; AT 10,000, NO UAWK weather descended. Not a_ single 
i put of new shows will ¢ | Gilbert and Sullivan's ‘The Mikado’ I. = , 

¥ Psteady pace until Labor Day. Next Watelinh ah Sule 20 ended a third appearance in the —_—— | attraction’s gross held to form and 
i week will witness only two open- | ee , aye Forest Park Bowl Sunday (11) with San Francisco, July 13. | takings dropped $2,000 and upward 
q 


ings in the rural spots, however. | Fifth season of the Forty Niners’| a take of approximately $31,000 for 
They are to be ‘Prejudice,’ a new | at the Chase Barn Playhouse here | the week, a trifle below average. 
play by Edgar Selwyn, at the Mary| opens tonight (Tuesday) with Noel| Threatening weather kept the attend- 
Young theatre, Centerville, Mass.,| Coward’s ‘Private Lives.’ Previously | *"“* —— 


‘Brother Rat’ at the Ge ary theatre 
and ‘Pursuit of Happiness,’ a Fed- | 
eral Theatre Project offering at the 


in nearly all bo @ offices. 
Monday (July 4) started the week 


rexcellently, especially at the mat- 


: iter ja decal Alcazar, are the only legit aitrac- inees Wednesda: the siete 
19) and ‘Don’t Throw Glass} " : — tions in town. Neither is doing too| Ss. esday t mereury 
Monday ( planned to pry loose the season with | ot fea both getting by. | Started topping the 90-degree mark 








at Brattleboro, Vt., Wednesday (21). 
The author of this one is the wife 
of Philip Barber, director of the 
WPA Federal Theatre project in 
New York. 

Week of July 26 is crowded with 
new plays in the strawhats, at least 
eight openings being listed. These 
include ‘Reno,’ a play by John Hag- 
gert, at Skowhegan, Me.; ‘Without 
Design,” by William Eden, at Chat- 
ham, Mass.; ‘Accidental Family,’ a 
comedy by Seymour Gross, at Den- 
nis, Mass.; “The Secret Heart,’ by 
Yvan Noe, at Newport, R. LL; ‘An- 
other Week End, at 


Houses,’ a comedy by Doris Frankel,| Eimer Rice’s ‘See Naples and Die.’| 
| 


Popomack,’ by W. J. Turner, at Brat- 
tleboro, Vt.. and ‘The Toad with the 
Jeweled Head, by Helen Williams 
and George Brendan Dowell, at Rye 
Beach, N. H. 

Other July possibilities are ‘Bell- 
Bottoms,” a comedy by Francis Stew- 
art Hall, at Ivoryton, Conn., and 
‘Her Husband's Wife,’ at Marshfield 
Hills, Mass. 

August Schedule 

Tryouts during the week of Aug. 

2 will include: ‘Princess Turandot,’ 


at Mount Kisco, N. Y.; ‘At the Thea- 


ire, a play by and with Laurette 
Taylor, at Ogunquit, Me: ‘Many 
Mansions, by Jules Eckert Good- 
man, at Stockbridge, Mass.; ‘Horse 
Tale,’ by Alladine Bell, at Madison, 
Conn.; ‘Garden Gloves,’ 
Pleasant, N. J.; ‘The Devil's Moon,’ 


at Matunuck, R. I., and ‘The Palace | 


of Truth,’ a revival of the 1870 play, 
at Schenectady, N. Y. 

Owen Davis’ newest play, ‘Two- 
Time Mary,’ is scheduled to be tried 
out at Skowhegan, Me., during the 
week of Aug. 9, and other new plays 
that week will be ‘Lucrezia Borgia’ 
at Provincetown, Mass.; ‘Western 
Union, Please,’ a comedy by Albert 
Hackett and Frances Goodrich, at 
Dennis, Mass.; ‘I Want the Moon,’ at 
Fitchburg, Mass.; ‘Catch a’ Comet by 
the Tail,’ by David O. Woodbury, at 
Kennebunkport, Me. and ‘Envoys 
Extraordinary, by D. Kenneth 
Laub, at Ogunquit, Me. 

Strawhat openings during the 
week of Aug. 16 are to be ‘The 
Prodigal Father,’ by William E. Bar- 
ry, at Skowhegan, Me.; ‘Step into My 
Parlor,’ by John and Mary Risjean, 
at Southampton, N. Y., and “The In- 
constant Moon,’ by Willa Frederic, 
at Newport, R. I. 


Late-August tryout on the current. 


schedules are to be: ‘Heroes Don't 
Care, at Milford, Conn.; ‘Patron of 
Arts, at Point Pleasant, N. J.; ‘The 
God Innis,’ 
“One Thing Forgotten,’ at New Lon- 
don, N. H.; ‘Dearly Beloved,’ by 
Charles Beahan and Robert L. Buck- 
ner, at Ogunquit, Me.; ‘New Faces 
of 1937,’ a musical, at Dennis, Mass.: 
“Uncle Waldo,’ by Jerome D. Ross, at 


Madison, Conn.; “The Dramatist,’ by | 


Abby Merchant, at Newport, R. 1; 
“Youth at the Helm,’ by Paul Vul- 


pius, adapted by Hubert Griffith, at | 


Surry, Me.; ‘The Nuremberg Egg,’ 
by Walter Harlan, also at Surry: 
‘Husbands and Wives,’ by Sedley 
Brown, at Saugerties, N. Y.; ‘Don't 
Look Now!’, by Helen Beverly, at 
Swan Lake, N. Y.: “Theme and Vari- 
ation,’ by Harold Goldman, at South- 
ampton, N. Y.; Private Confusion,’ 


by Hardie Albright and Austin Park- | 


er, at Skowhegan, Me., and ‘Author's 
Copy,’ by Elissa Landi, at Santa 
Barbara, Calif. 





Hartwig Skeds Three 


Ogunquit, Me., July 13. 


In addition to opening a new play- | 


house here this season on July 19, 
Walter Hartwig, director of the Man- 
battan Theatre Colony, is scheduling 
three new plays. 

Laurette Taylor's comedy, ‘At the 
Theatre,” will open Aug. 3, with 
Lillian Foster and Carl Benton Reid 
Supporting Miss Taylor in the lead 
roles, 

‘Envoys Extraordinary,’ by D. Ken- 
neth Laub, is set for week of Aug. 9 
and ‘Dearly Beloved, by Charles 
Beahan and Robert L. Buckner is 
slated to close the season week of 
Aug, 30. 


Washington | 
Green, Conn.; ‘And for Yaie,’ at Ma- | 
tunuck, R. 1; “The Man Who Ate the | 


at Point | 


at Rye Beach, N. H.;} 


| Cast for ‘Lives’ includes Jane Gor- 
idon, Winston O’Kiefe, Kenneth 
| Bates, Ann Scoville and Virginia Lo- 
;mas. Beatrice Beach staged the pro- 
| duction and Lewis MacFarland did 
| the sets, 

Subsequent plays on the Forty 
| Niners’ schedule include ‘Kind Lady,’ 
\*Fly Away Home,’ ‘Candida,’ “The 
| Whiteheaded Boy,’ ‘Ode to Liberty,’ 
| ‘Elizabeth the Queen’ and ‘Goodbye 
| Again.’ Chase Barn Playhouse has 
been 
persons. Extra performance has 
been added Saturday night, which 
was previously used for readying 
the following week’s show. 

Carl Allensworth is again manag- 


ing the company, which started out | 
as a summer outlet for Prof. Baker’s | 
Yale drama studes, but has been on | 


an Equity basis for the last two sea- 
sons. 
reserved seats at a $1.38 
tax) top. 


TAKE IT FINE 
$12,000 IN CHI 





Chicago, July 13. 

Now in its 23d week and still far 
from the finish line, “You Can’t Take 
It With You’ continues at top pace. 
However, talk is filtering around 
town that the New York headquar- 
ters may close the show here due to 
the comedy antics of the performers 
in the local company. 

Audiences have been commenting 
on the fact that the lodal actors are 
having so much fun among them- 


the time or trouble to worry about 

iving the public the best of it. 
a ohamenie clowning by certain 
performers is tending to hurt a show 
which has kept them steadily em- 
ployed for nearly six months. 
apparently get more kick out of try- 
ing to break up each other than giv- 
ing the audience out front its 
money’s worth. 

‘Brother Rat’ comes into the Sel- 
wyn on Aug. 22 as the first of the 
new season's entries. Also a possi- 
bility of ‘Babes in Arms’ for the 
Grand early in September. 

Estimate fer Last Week 

‘You Can’t Take It With You,’ 
Harris (1,000; $2.75) {23d week). 
Over $12,000 last week, excellent. 





WPA 
‘Lonely Man,’ Biackstone. 
‘O Say, Can You Sing?’ Great 
Northern. 








Ind. WPA Gives Up 


Indianapolis, July 13. 

Dr. Lee Norvelle, State WPA 
Federal Theatre project director, 
| turned the key in the lock for good 
| at Keith's theatre Saturday (10). 
Final production of the group, ‘Bill 
of Divorcement, wound up a run 
which tops all other groups in the 
nation in number of plays presented. 

Judson Langill, Betty Widmer, 
Bruce Barnard and Noel Warwich, 








New York, are returning there. John 
Cameron, director, expects to be as- 
signed to special southern produc- 
tions. Betty Anne Brown, ingenue, 
is going to Chicago te try her hand 
in radio. 

Other members of the company 
expect io be assigned to the 
Children’s Federal Theatre at Gary, 
Indiana. 


SAM TAUBER BANKRUPT 

Sam Tauber, unemployed ‘publicity 
cuales counsel’ of 200 Riverside Drive, 
N. ¥. has filed bankruptcy petition 
in U. S. distriet eourt. He owes 
$13.688. Assets of $3,500 includes lien 
against Voecafilm Corp. should latter 
collect on a patent suit against Amer- 
ican Telephone & Telegraph 
pending in U. S. court. 
Creditors 
« executrix of 


Joe Leblang, on 


a 


judgment for $584, and $2,500 to Otto | 


i 4. Harbach on promissory note. 


General admission is 55¢, with | 
(including | 


selves on the stage they can't take | 


They | 


on loan to the local company from | 


now 


include Tillie LeBlang, | 


| 


LUNTS, $26,000 
OLD STORY 
INL A 


enlarged to accommodate 250 | 


Los Angeles, July 13. 
the $26,000 rolled 
up by Lunt and Fontanne in their 
new comedy, ‘Amphitryon 38,’ at the 
| Biltmore was not unexpected. Pair 
can generally write their own ticket 
in this town as most of the picture 
actors barge in to see how the acting 
biz is really done. 

That 26G is plenty of coin for six 
'days, but it might have been more 


Socko as it is, 


Estimate fer Last Week 
‘Brether Rat,’ Geary (4th week) | 
(1,700; $2.50). Another $10,000 clicked 
off by ‘Brother Rat,’ which has one | 
more frame to go before moving on | 
to Los Angeles. 
WPA 
of Happiness,” Alcazar 
(Ist week) (1,269; 50c). Two night 
performances and the Saturday | 
matinee have been dropped, so the 
gross of $2,500 isn’t so bad. Wide 
use of coupon books by customers 
cuts most of the admission io 40c. | 
Between 20 and 30 discharged WPA 


‘Pursuit 


| workers are picketing the Alcazar. 


Chi Dailies Hypo 
WPA Show; Scale | 





| had not the piece opened right on 
| top of the holiday w eek-end. Lunts 
|could easily have played another | 
|two weeks for plenty of coin but | 
| preferred to rest. 
Biltmore shutters for a week prior 
ito the stand of ‘Brother Rat,’ open- 
| ing July 19. 
Estimate for Last Week 
| ‘Amphitryen 38,’ Biltmore (C-1,656; 
1 $2.75). Just a romp for the Lunts; 
| $26.000, while heavy sugar, is what 
| was to be expected. Piece opens on 
| Broadway in October. 
WPA 

*‘Tomorrow’s a Holiday,’ Hollywood 
| Playhouse. Comedy eking out a 
meagre gross on two week stand. 
| ‘Jehnny Jehnson,” Greek Theatre. 
|'Paul Green's anti-war satire out- 
'doors afier four weeks downtown. 
| Getting by and that’s all. 

‘Macbeth,’ Mayan. All-Negro cast 
in this Shakespeare opus opens to- 
morrow (14). 


ARTHUR ALLEN OF AIR 
WITH MOHAWK ‘FARMER’ 


Schenectady, N. Y., July 13. 

Arthur Allen, of radio, is one of 
the featured performers in this 
week’s production of “The Farmer 
Takes a Wife,’ at the Mohawk Drama 
Festival on the Union College Cam- 
j}pus. Allen did a guester at last 
year’s Festival. Mary Hutchinson, 
who gave a dance recital with Phyl- 
lis Marmein Sunday night, and 
Wylie Adams have the leading roles. 
Donna Earl is the other player news- 
paper billed. 

Lida Kane, Byron Shores, John 
| Burke, Henry Buckler, Fairfax 
| Burgher. William Thornton and Ad- 
| dison Pitt complete the cast. 





Current Road Shows 


(Week ef July 12) 

‘Boy Meets Girl (Leventhal) 
Brighton theatre, Brighton Beach, | 
|N. ¥. Opens July 13. 
‘Brother Rat,’ Geary, 
| cisco. 

‘Dead End’ (Leventhal) New Em- 
pire, Providence, R. I. 


San Fran- 





| “Her Majesty, the Widew’ iLeven- 
thal) Convention Hall, Asbury Park, 


N. J. 

‘Tobacco Read’ ‘(Leventhal-Gris- 
man) Garden Pier, Atlantic City, 
N. J. 

‘You Can't Take It With Yeu,’ 


Harris, Chicago. 

(NEW PLAYS THIS WEEK) 
‘Salute to Spring,” Forest Park, St. 
Louis. 

‘Busman's Honeymoen,’ Westches- 
ter Plavhouse. Mount Kisco, N. Y. 
‘Marriage Royal,” Cape Playhouse, 
| Dennis, Mass. 
‘Stop Light,” Mary Young theatre, 
| Centerville. Mass. 


| ‘Sweet Sorrew.’ Casino theatre, 
Newport, R. I. 
‘The Glory ef Youth,’ Farragut 


| Plavhouse, Rye Beach, N. H. 
‘A Man. a Wife and a Herse,’ The- 
Matunuck, R. J. 


Playhouse. 


atre-by -the-Sea, 
‘Pleasure Cruise,’ 
| Southampton, N. Y. 


| scaled at $1.65. 





™~ 


' role 
|}and Jan Brown also in Provincetown 


Hiked Up to $1.10 


Chicago, July 13. 
Effective this week, admission 
prices on the WPA's “The Lonely 
Man’ jump from 55¢ to $1.16 top. 


The demand for seats, even during 
the current heat wave, has been 
great enough to warrant such a 
move, according to George Kondolf, 
head of Federal theatre for this dis- | 
trict. 

Past couple of months have seen 
a big increase in estimation for the | 
WPA theatrical projects on the part 
of both public and. press, and has 
reached the point now where it is 
almost on a par with the commer- 
cial business. Credit for this is given 
to the businesslike organization with 
which Kondolf has surrounded him- 
self. Background of his personnel 
shows that every executive was suc- 
cesful in practical and professional 
show business before joining the 
WPA ranks. 

But most of the credit for the In- 
crease in WPA audiences is being 
handed to the publicity department, 
headed by Frederick Donaghey and 
Sam Ward. At the time of their 
taking over, no Chicago newspaper 
would recognize the existence of the 
Federal theatre, despite advertising. 
Now, not a day goes by but what at 
least two of the dailies carry pictures 
and stories. This ineludes even the 
staid Chieago Tribune, which did a 
swing-over only during the past 
month. 

It is figured that the newspapers 
have been largely responsible for the | 
increase in audiences. Before their | 
cognizance, WPA units played to a 
couple dozen people nightly, while 
now, both ‘The Lonely Man,’ and ‘O, 
Say Can You Sing?’ are sell-outs 
three and four nights a week, even 
though playing in non-air condi- 
tioned theatres during mid-summer. 


BRISK BIZ AT WHARF 











Provincetewn Straw-Hat Opens Well | 
—New Piay Next Week 
ee 

Provincetown, July 13. | 
| 

| 


Wharf Theatre, Provincetown, 


| Mass., opened its season to brisk biz 


last week. House seats 230 and is 
Six nights a week. | 


Runs a school for legit and radio in 


On the opening bill was 
Ring in ‘Her Master's Voice.’ 
doubled into the informal nitery, do- | 
ing her old-time song faves. 
Currently ‘It's a Wise Child’ has 
David Rollins from films, Dora Me- 
rande, Virginia Deane, Clyde 
more, Stephen Fox, Charles Seott. 


Blanche 


on Skis’ will be tried out next week. 
Acton, Neil McFee Skinner and Jean 
Paul King, radio spieler, 
ners in the play, which they hope 
will rate Broadway by fall. 

Leona Powers will 
in ‘Stork,’ with 


have 
Leah 


the top 
Penman 


for the occasion, 


i gular cast. 


;*You Can't 


|in most 


connection, as well as a night club. | 
} 
She | 


Fill- | 


New play by Allace Acton. ‘Stork | 
' 


are part- | 


to augment the re- | 


land edged to nearly 86 by Saturday. 


On that day, reports were that sev- 
eral closings would be forced, but 
Monday exhibited the same 11 shows 
that started the month. Managers 
decided the shows naturally would 


| have to go in the red for a time, but 


if the heat sticks, some closings may 
be forced. Heavy 
things early this week. 
For the first time since opening, 
Take It With You’ had 
deadwood in the count-up. That was 
At night the 
a.iempied = to back 
200 but were re- 
quired to seitle in full on Monday, 


rains cooling 


at Saturday's matinee. 
agencies turn 


around tickets, 


On that night there were returns 
which were quiciiy sold and the 
house ¢Booth) was capacity. Tak- 


ings not lar trom the 915,000 mark 
proved it was the least allected of 
all shows. 

Newer hit, ‘Room Service,’ played 
night periormances but aropped un- 
aer the mark of the previous eight- 
pcrformance week. “the Women’ 
also gave an auded matinee, but 
slipped more than $2,000. There, as 
instances, Saturday night 
was ‘brutal.” Salance of the list 
found the going just as tough and 
did not get expected improvement 
Monday (12), when the weather 
moderated. 

WPA took the hint and folded all 
three relief attractions around the 
oroadway zone. 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘Babes in Arms,’ Shubert (14th 
week) (M-1,382-$3.30). Heat wave 
after the Fourth sent all grosses to 
new lows; this musical rated under 
$12,000. 

‘Brether Rat,’ Biltmore § (‘3ist 
week) (C-991-$3.30). Dipped under 
$5,000 for first time; however, bet- 
tered even break, with house and 
show pooled for the summer. 

‘Excursion,” Vanderbilt (15th 
week) (C-804-$3.30). None top strong 
at best; forced down despite cooling 
system; topped $3,000, but not much. 

‘Having Wonderful Time,’ Lyceum 
(2ist week) (CD-1,000-$3.30). After 
excellent start attendance dropped; 
skimmed the $7,000 mark, which, too, 
was one of new lows this summer. 

‘Room Service,’ Cort (9th week) 
(C-1,059-$3.30). Although an extra 
matinee was played Fourth of July, 
takines dip under previous eight 
performance; $15,500. 

‘The Show Is On,’ Winter Garden 
(29th week) (R-1,671-$3.30) Late 
last week business was so bad all 
around that closings were antici- 


pated but none eventuated; revue 
estimated around $17,000. 
‘The Woman,’ Barrymore (29th 


week) (C-1,048-$3.30). Played nine 
performances, but slipped consider- 
ably under previous low mark, 
mostly because of brutal Saturday; 
less than $12,000. 

‘Tobaecoe Read,’ Forrest 
week) (D-1,107-$1.65). 
hopeful that long 
through summer, 
around $4,000. 

‘Tovariech,’ Plymouth (38th week) 
(CD-1,036-$3.36). Slipped to $7.066: 
had been underestimated in previous 
weeks, when takings were $10,000 
and $11,000. 

‘Yes My Darling Daughter.’ Piay- 
house (23d week) (C-878-$3.30). No 
exception for winter hit, which eased 
to $7,000; expected to stick through 
the summer, however. 

‘You Can't Take It With You,’ 
Booth (3ist week) (C-708-$3.20). 
Was affected for the first time on 
the hottest Saturday matinee. fzil- 
ing to sell out and brokers siuck on 


(18%th 
Manager ent 
stayer will play 
but dropped to 


the ni¢eht show; however, not far 
‘from $15,000. 
WPA 

‘Power.’ Ritz, closed. 

‘Prof. Mamleck,’ Daly's, closed. 

Paul Green playlets. Adel«hi, 
closed. 

‘Case eof Philip Lawrence,’ La- 
fayeite. Harlem; only legit relief 


show lighted. 


| auiveptiaents hnosnacmntvencesiinn 


Elitch $9,800 


Denver, July 13. 
In spite of a poor start on July 4, 
the past week at Elitch stock beat 
; the opener by approximately %300, 
| even counting the extra performance 
| that opening weeks get. Crowds 
| built and the last three night shows 
; were virtual sellouts. ‘ 
Production was ‘Both Your Houses.” 
| with ‘Sun-Kissed’ current. Grose for 


the week was approximately $9,800. 
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lies Something 


New; Salt Lake 


Scribes Must Learn Camera Tricks 





— 


Salt Lake City, July 13. 
Salt Lake Telegram (evening) and 
Salt Lake Tribune (a.m.) reporters 
are attending mandatory weekly 
classes learning how to snap pic- 





tures and use pigeons as aids in 
transporting news stories while cov- 
ering assignments where use of tele- 
phone or telegraph are impossible. 


Reporter Bill McDougall is the in-| 
structor. More than 35 editorial | 
members of both staffs turned out | 
for the opening lesson Monday (12). | 
McDougall covered the recent dis- | 
covery of a Western Air Express 
transport, which crashed last De- 
cember 15th with seven passengers 
in the wilds of the Utah mountains. | 
Telegram scored a major beat over | 
all opposition in covering the dis- 
covery. McDougall released _ six 
pigeons, carrying film rolls and sto- 
ries, from the crash site to scoop | 
other local newspaper and press syn- | 
dicates. 





Reporters will be instructed how | 
to take pictures with a special ban- | 
tam camera, how to change film in 
portable arm length dark cloth, and 
to transmit messages written on rice 
paper. 

Tribune controls the Telegram. 
What the evening paper couldn’t use 
lin its daily editions when the plane 
was found, the Tribune utilized, plus 
additional developments. 


Feathered Mercuries, of which the 
newspapers own more than 50, are 
trained to return to their lofts above 
the newspapers’ building from any 
distance up to 100 miles, 

Believed such practice is unique 
in the annals of American jour- 
nalism, although the practice of 
using pigeons to carry messages is 
old. 


Both newspapers will use pigeons 
in covering Ab Jenkins’ attempts to 
set new automobile speed records on 
Bonneville salt flats, 100 miles west 
of here. 








New Rochester Daily? } 

Group headed by Dr. Meyer Jacob- 
stein, former publisher of the Roches- 
ter Journal-American, and reported- 
iy including labor and brewery in- 
terests, is getting subscriptions in 
an effort to establish a daily to re- 
place the Hearst papers which sus- 
pended recently. According to report 
some 12,000 have agreed to take the 
new paper and the tentative goal is 
50.009. 

Most of the editorial employes of 
the Hearst papers, who received six 
weeks dismissal pay, are taking a 
vacation and awaiting developments. 
Number of employes of the me- 
chanical departments, who received 
two weeks extra pay, have been ab- 
sorbed by the two Gannett papers. 
Four or five former Albany Gan- 
nett editorial workers, dismissed in 
the merger, are booked for jobs on 
the Rochester Times-Union and 
Democrat & Chronicle, 





Dr. High’s Book on F. D. R. 

Dr. Stanley High, onetime NBC 
education program ballyhooer who 
became a member of the Democratic 
party publicity machine which 
helped reelect President Roosevelt, 
only to be summarily dropped last 
December for penning Satevepost 
piece through which he established 
himself as ‘official spokesman’ for 
the White House, has drawn a con- 
tract and an advance from Harper's 


| and 





for a book on the New Deal and its 
Dealers. 

Since his excommunication from 
the fringe of the Brain Trust, High 
has had no trouble peddling pieces 
on Washington to the mags. Since’ 
last December his mag writings have 
netted High $20,000. The ex-New 
Dealer is also a preacher, presiding 
Over a parish in Stamford, Conn. 





‘Mooney Medal’ for Wignall 
Trevor Wignall, to Lord Beaver- 
brook’s string of British rags what 
Damon Runyon is to Hearst’s, is in 
Hollywood en route to Frisco, but 


not so sure whether he should go on! 


or turn back. 

Some time ago Wignall wrote a 
piece for Beavie’s string in which he 
said if London were destroyed he’d 
pick Frisco as his second choice of 
a town to live in. Both places had 
the same soupy fogs, mean streets, 
superiority complexes and high 
costs of living, he argued. 

Friseo C. of C., figuring the thing 
a plug, has awarded him a medal. 
Wignall wenders if it’s the kind that 
explodes. 


Gabriel As Is 

Gilbert Gabriel’s functions as 
critic of the defunct American, N. Y., 
have not yet been defined, but he 
is writing for the Sunday American. 
John Anderson, however, has the 
lead article in the Sunday drama 
section,, being the designated critic 
of the once-weekly sheet, as well as 
the Journal, for which he writes a 
daily article. 

Gabriel’s contract has about seven 
months to ride, with no indication 


from the Hearst outfit as to its 
| eventual disposition. Reviewer is in- 
clined to go along as is. Under- 


stood he declined a recent Hollywood 
offer because of this Hearst con- 
tract. 


Seattle Strike Has Angles 
The Newspaper Guild strike at the 
Seattle Star, which grew out of the 
conflict there between the C. I. O. 


Labor over jurisdiction in the circu- 
lation department, has developed a 
highly complicated set of rivalries. 
The strike followed the discharge of 
19 C. I. O. Guild members in the 
circulation department who refused 
to join Dave Beck’s A. F. of L. 
Teamsters Union when ordered to 
do so by the management. 


This strike differs from the pre- 
vious Seattle strike at the Post- 
Intelligencer, in that some of the 
same forces which lent the P-I 
strikers assistance at that time are 
lined up with the A. F. of L., and 
in this instance, the publishers. Beck 
is a powerful Seattle labor and 
political boss. 


Police are*assisting editorial work- 
ers and mechanical employees to go 
through Guild picket lines and the 
paper resumed publication last week 
(9) after being closed down nearly 
a week. Guild has now opened 
strike headquarters and intends to 
continue its fight. 





Strike Hits 3 Ill. Papers 

Both the morning Decatur (IIl.) 
Herald and the afternoon Decatur 
Review have suspended publication 
indefinitely following a strike called 
on Sunday (11) by the American 
Newspaper Guild. Sunday Herald- 
Review wasn’t published either, due 
to the fact pressmen and mailing 
room employees would not pass 
through the picket lines. 


Strike was called after some three 
weeks of negotiations, 





Censorships Decreasing 

Decrease in censorship during the 
past year is noted by the Nat'l Coun- 
cil on Freedom from Censorship in 
its annual report covering events up 
to June of this year. Only ‘scat- 
tering instances’ of censorship of 
books, plays, radio, pictures and the 
mails were reported by the Council, 
while ‘no further restrictive legis- 
lation was passed and the court de- 
cisions were on the whole encourag- 
ing.’ 

Only prosecution of a book report- 
ed by the Council was that brought 
by the N. Y. Society for the Sup- 
pression of Vice against James T. 
Farrell’s ‘A World I Never Made. 
In Boston, however, the report 
states, the ‘voluntary censorship im- 
posed by booksellers continues to 
keep off the market books likely to 
be regarded as offensive.’ 

NLRB Paged for Svirsky 

Discharge of Leon Svirsky, school 
page editor of the N. Y. World-Tele- 
gram, will be taken up by the local 
National Labor Relations Board this 
week at the request of the News- 
paper Guild. 

W-T Guild unit appointed a com- 
mittee of four to investigate the fir- 
ing based on the contention that 
Svirsky, who was active in the Guild, 
was discriminated against. George 
Morris, Edd Johnson, Winston Mur- 
rill and Wesley Price served on the 
committee, which recommended the 
appeal. 








Quashing a Rumor 

With the air full of rumors and 
reports of the disposal of the Chicago 
Herald and Examiner last week, the 
newspaper finally carried a box on 
its front page for two days, quoting 
a telegram from William Randolph 
Hearst denying any plans for the 
change in status of the morning 
Hearst rag. 

Talk had been that (1) the paper 
would be converted into a tab; (2) 
it would be taken over by the eve- 





ning indie tab, Times. 


the American Federation of | 











Hearst Units te Ask Pay Hike 

Delegates from Hearst Newspaper 
Guild units met last weekend in 
Chicago to formulate a chainwide 
program of collective bargaining 
with Hearst newspapers, wire and 
picture services. in addition to the 
Guild shop, the 5-day, 40-hour week, 
it was agreed that a 15% pay in- 
crease for all Hearst employees, ex- 
cept those more advantageously af- 
fected by the institution of contract 
wage minimums, would be sought. 

The idea of a national committee 
for bargaining purposes is similar to 
that adopted by Guild units of the 
Scripps-Howard chain. 





Esquire, Inc., Expanding 
The Dave Smart-William H. Wein- 
traub publications, namely, Apparel 
Arts, Esquire and Coronet maga- 


zines, will come out shortly with a} 


public flotation of common. stock. 
The underwriting is being done by 
one of the biggest and best known 
Chicago banking firms and it’s un- 
derstood stock has already been 
oversubscribed. Application has been 
made to list it on: the New York 
board. All information has been 
sent to Washington for S.E.C. okay 


and no statement can be issued until | 


approved by that body. 

Dave Smart started Apparel Arts, 
trade magazine for men’s ready-to- 
wear tailors and manufacturers of 
men’s accessories, covering the en- 
tire field. Recent anniversary num- 
ber had over $250,000 in advertising. 

Esquire has a sworn circulation of 
around 650,000 and has never had a 
losing month. 

From the leftover cartoons and 
other art stuff, Coronet was started 
and has a _ sworn circulation 
400,000 and does not accept advertis- 


ing although it’s understood Coronet | 


will go after advertising in Sep- 
tember. 

A new magazine will probably be 
issued from the same company with- 
in the next six months. li’s expected 
to be another class publication. Cor- 
poration controlling three papers is 
Esquire, Inc., David Smart, publisher 
and president: William H. Wein- 


traub, associate publisher; Arnold | 
Gingrich, v.p. and editor, and Alfred 
Smart, sec.-treas. 





Storm In Atlanta 
Rumors that the Newspaper Guild 
had a footing in Atlanta came to a 
head Friday (9), when Charles N. 


Feidelson, regional director of 
NLRB, revealed that the Atlanta 
newspaper Guild and Georgia 


Federation of Labor had filed charge 
against the Atlanta Constitution fol- 
lowing dismissal of six editorial em- 
ployes. 

Complaint charges that the paper 
has ‘illegally discharged certain of 
its employes because they joined the 
American Newspaper Guild, a labor 
organization.’ Petition also alleges 
the paper endeavored to form a com- 
pany-dominated union among its 
employes, 

Six employes listed as dismissed 
within a 10-day period are John 
Minter, Sam Cox, Lee Fuhrman, 
Albert C. Leitch, Guild prez, Norris 
Siegel and Will Riley. 

Maj. Clark Howell, prez and pub- 
lisher of Constitution, denied the 
charges and Feidelson declared he 
would probe the accusations before 
deciding whether to issue a formal 
complaint. 





Times Revamps Financial Dept. 

N. Y. Times has revamped 
financial department this week (12) 
and is now subscribing to the Asso- 
ciated Press statistical service, for 
daily reports from the Stock Ex- 
change and other financial markets. 
The Herald-Tribune took a similar 
step about four months ago. 

At the Times, five men were re- 
tained in the department, five dis- 
charged and five transferred. Switch 
was made for two reasons, economy 
and simplification, as the AP sends 
printed sheets from which the tables 
are set, which is easier for lino- 
typers. 





UP Coast Shakeup 

Los Angeles United Press shake- 
up sends John Sky Dunlap from 
L.A. to head the Fresno bureau. Ed 
Heilman is transferred from the 
Phoenix bureau to L.A. 

Ed Russell is made head of the 
Phoenix bureau. 





More Philly Shifts 

Shifts in photo departments of 
Philly papers continued at a rapid 
pace during the past week. 

Among changes are Larry Keigh- 
ley from the Record to the Inquirer, 
Mike Pearlman from the head of the 
News photo department to the staff 
of the Record, Nick Carter from the 
News to the Inquirer and promo- 
tion of Larry Springfield to chief 
of News lensers. 


of | 


its | 


Closeups of Batoneers 

Simon & Schuster will publish in 
the autumn a volume of candid- 
camera shots of w.k. composers and 
conductors at work. Stills include 
lensings of the men during perform- 
ances and at rehearsals. 

Eric Schall secured all the shots, 
most of them at radio broadcasts. 
Photog was given permission by 
CBS and NBC to prowl around the 
studios with his camera. 





Life Out West 
Allan Brown, Hollywood rep of 
Life mag, goes east shortly for 
month’s vacash at Newport, R. I, 
and Alfred Wright, Jr., assumes 
western duties for the publication 

| during Brown’s absence. 
| Paul Dorsey, formerly of World 
| Wide photos, has signed year’s con- 
| tract as an official photog for Life. 








Jones Vice Furay 

Joseph L. Jones was made gen- 
eral foreign manager of the United 
Press Monday (12). He succeeds 
James L. Furay, who for 12 years 
has been vice-president and general 
foreign manager. 

Furay remains as v. p., but will 
devote more time to corporate af- 
fairs of the U. P. 





San Diego Sheet Guilded 
San Diego Sun has signed a year’s 
contract with the Newspaper Guild, 
calling for a five-day 40-hour week. 
Beginners will receive $18, five- 
year men $40 and six-year men $45. 








CHATTER 
Washburn back from 


Ives Eng- 


land. , 

Elizabeth Hawes preparing a book 
on fashions. 

Octavus Roy Cohen vacationing 
in Havana again. 

Cora Jarrett finishing a new novel 
titled ‘The Silver String.’ 

Howard EK. Bauernfeind 
vice-president of Lippincott’s. 

William C. Lengel’s new book will 
| be titled ‘Candles in the Wind.’ 

Vicki Baum’s new novel titled 
‘Tale from Bali,’ due out in October. 

Abbe family to tour the West this 
summer in a trailer, Gilda Gray 


elected 





| tagging along. 


Pearl Buck’s new novel, ‘This 
|Proud Heart,’ will be serialized in 
Good Housekeeping next fall. 

James Warner Bellah’s new novel 
titled ‘This Is the Town.’ He is pres- 
ently in Europe on his honeymoon. 

Random House has signed a con- 
tract with President Roosevelt to 
publish his speeches and state papers. 

Justin Herman, comedy writer for 
Par shorts, has sold article on picts 
to Esquire. His first serious piece. 

Cornelius Dubois, promotion man- 
ager of Time since 1931, has been 
appointed research director of Life. 

Random House will publish a two- 
volume edition of all Greek drama, 
‘edited by Eugene O’Neill, Jr., and 
Whitney Oates. 

Frank Scully to Lake Arrowhead, 
Calif., in early August to complete 
recuperation from his most recent 
physical setback. 

Margaret ‘Mike’ Schaeffer, produc- 
tion director at WFIL, Philly, ready- 
ing a series of short stories for a 
mag. Among her novels is ‘Cathed- 
ral Street.’ 

William H. Chamberlain, Far East- 
ern correspondent for the Christian 
Science Monitor, will have a new 
book out in the fall titied “Japan 
| Over Asia.’ 

Dave Wittels, Philly Record re- 
porter, who authored Lily Pons’ ‘I 
Dream Too Much,’ in seclusion at 
High Point, N. J., to produce an- 
other scuff in six weeks. 

Paul Sanders, formerly theatrical 
press agent, is joining Dave Smart’s 
staff next Monday (19) to handle 
publicity on a new magazine the 
Esquire publications are planning. 

Alice Ross Colver, novelist, has 
completed a pla;,, ‘Now I’ll Tell One,’ 
formerly titled ‘Bad Penny,’ with 
Helen and Nolan Leary as collab- 
orators. Jane Broder is the agent. 

Elwin Thompson, managing editor 
of the New York Morning Telegraph, 
left last Saturday (10) to handle the 
same job for the Miami Beach Tri- 
bune. Both are M. L. Annenberg 
sheets. 

The Denver Newspaper Guild has 
signed a contract with the Rocky 
Mountain News covering hours, 
wages and dismissal indemnities. 
It was signed by Aubrey Graves, 
editor, and George VY. Burns, Den- 
ver Guild president, and is the first 
Guild contract with a Colorado 
newspaper. Writers on the Denver 
Post are also organizing. 

Philadelphia Inquirer Guild unit 
refused Sunday (11) to accept the 
contract offered by Publisher Moe 
Annenberg because he has rejected 
the demand for closed or preferen- 
tial shop. 

Thomas Calvert McCilary has ar- 








——2. 


rived in Holkywood to obtain mate. 
rial and write magazine articles on 
Dick Merrill, covering Merrill's 
transatlantic flight and his work as 
a film actor. 

Esquire Features signed George 
Antheil to do a daily and Sunday 
column titled ‘Boy Advises Gir], 
Antheil is now under contract with 
Selznick International in Holly. 
wood to score several films. 

Evans Plummer is moving to the 
Coast from the Chicago office of Ra- 
dio Guide to function as editorial 
assistant under Carl Schroeder, West- 
ern representative of the Moe An- 
nenberg publishing interests. 

Newspaper Office Guild in New 
York has grown rapidly since its in- 
ception less than two months ago, 
It now has a membership reported 
as more than 1,500 and has obtained 


|majorities of business staff employees 


on most leading New York dailies. 

Richard P. Curtiss, former news 
editor of the Rochester Democrat 
and Chronicle, has been named pub- 
lisher of the Salisbury (Md.) Times, 
a daily, and the Wicomico News, a 
weekly, acquired last week by the 
Brush-Moore Newspapers, Inc., of 
Canton, Ohio. 

Carolyn Marx, who has been do- 
ing a book column for the N. Y, 
World-Telly, is back from a three 
weeks’ vacation and is temporarily 
filling in for Mary Waterman of the 
radio department. Latter was oper- 
ated on last week (9) for appendi- 
citis, Harry Hansen is continuing 
the column ‘Bookmarks for Today.’ 

While touring in his Liberty 
trailer, doing the Mrs. Simpson-Duke 
of Windsor stuff for Lib, Cornelius 
Vanderbilt, Jr. had many-hued 
blankets which, by coincidence, ap- 
proximated the colors of the Italian 
flag. As a result, he came in for 
some unsolicited razzing from the 
French peasants, who peeked into 
the trailer and mistook Vanderbilt 


| and his secretary for Fascisti. 





LITERATI OBITS 


Roswell Brownson, author and 
former publisher of the Oxnard 
(Calif.) Courier, died July 6 at Up- 
land, Calif. A graduate of Harvard, 
he went to California 30 years ago. 
His writings were widely reac in the 
west. He leaves his widow, a daugh- 
ter and mother. 

Mrs. Kate Milner Rabb died in St. 
Vincent’s Hospital at Indianapolis on 
July 3, after a brief illness. Mrs. 
Rabb had conducted ‘A Hoosier 
Listening Post’ on the editorial page 
of The Indianapolis Star since 1920. 
She also was the author of several 
books, and was considered an au- 
thority crn Indiana history. 

William H. (Duke) Deshon, 87, 
newspaperman for 50 years, died at 
his home in Utica, N. Y., on July 8. 
He was retired since 1921, when he 
left the Utica Observer-Dispatch. 

George T. Keech, 85, publisher: for 
50 years of The Stanhope Eazle, 
weekly newspaper, died at ais home 
in Netcong, N. J., on July 7. 

Henry D. Jacobs, member of the 
editorial staff of the John C. Wins- 
ton Co., Philadelphia, died at Tri- 
angle, Va., last week of injuries ree 
ceived in an automobile accident. 
His wife, Edith, who was injured 
in the same accident, is in an Alex- 
andria, Va., hospital. Philadelphia 
lexicographer was 59. 

Frederick E. Craigie, for four dec- 
ades editor and publisher of The 
Catskill Examiner, Catskill, N. Y. 
died July 9 at the home of a daugh- 
ter in Oak Park, Ill. Survivors are 
three daughters and two sons. Burial 
in Rochester, N. Y., July 12, 
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Saturday (17) on the Rex, going to 
Carlsbad for two or three weeks 
first. 

Major reason for the trip is 
to start Metro’s English production, 
but the final emergences of a deal 
with Gaumont-British will play a 
leading role also. 

Sam Eckman, Jr., Metro’s British 
chieftain, preceded the group by four 
days, having sailed last Friday (7) 
to lay the groundwork. Michael 
Balcon and Jack Conway will follow 
along in about 10 days with a com- 
pleted script of ‘A Yank at Oxford,’ 
which will be the first film on 
schedule. 





Hollywood, July 13. 
Lou Wertheimer and John Zanft 
also will accompany Mayer to Eng- 
land, sailing on the Normandie to- 
land. Harry Goetz, Milton Weiss and 
Arthur Stebbins also trekked east, 
Goetz planning to go on to England 
to make a picture with Edward 

Small for United Artists release. 
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Broadway 


Sardi’s now air conditioned. 
Bill Fields back from his Texas 
ation. 
jean Paul King abed from too 
much sun. 
Frank Coy recovered from pleuro- 
umonia. 
pejudy Shinn spotted for WB test by 
teve Trilling. 
=: Noel Coward expected back in 
town in October. ; 
Joey and Florence Keith vacation- 
jing at White Lake. 
Walter Anderson of Clark Getts 
office to Hollywood. 
Sam Grisman took son to Europe 
as graduation present. 





| Monday 


toy bone gifts, donated in the name 
of Hobo, the authoress’ own dog. 
Last week's heat withered Broad- 
way so much one of the larger talent 
agencies for legit went a complete 
| day without an actor in for a job. 
Sandy Abrahams, in charge of pro- 
duction of trailers for Warner Bros. 
on the Coast, arrived in New York 
(12) for home office con- 


| tacts. 
H. L. Groves, field division man- 


‘ager of Copyright Protection Bureau, 


Ed Emery to summer on his sail- | 


boat at Marmaroneck, N. ¥. 
Chris Hagedorn down from 
nac for removal of a wuror. 
Johnny Dowd jumped into a lake 
near Albany and saved a kid. 


Sara- 


Allen Boretz has taken a country | 


place near Lambertville, N. J. 
Paul Lepere cast for two summer 
revivals at Mt. Kisco and Westport. 
Joey Deutsch improved; may have 
visitors at Mt. Sinai hosp. next week. 
Jack Pearl, of Longacre theatre 
box office. ill with. nervous afflic- 
tion. 
French Casino will reopen by the 


end of August with new London 
show. 

Robert Baral will have an article, 
‘L.A. to N.Y.,’ in Sept. Harper's 
Bazaar. 


Ernest McCauley treated for eye 
infection caused by sunburn on fish- 
ing trip. 

Ruth Morris writing about catch- 
ing fish this big at her place at Sara- 
nac Lake. 

Al Jolson and Jack Benny claimed 
to be on five winners at Empire track 
Saturday. 

Bill Liebling talking about giving 
up agenting to become a producer 
in the fall. 

Asphalt on Broadway near 46th 
street sunken in by terrific heat of 
recent days. 

Add marquee signs, the one at the 
Cameo: Soviet Polar Flyers—Care- 
fuly Air-Cooled. 

Mile. Matouschek, Cchechslovakian 
film star, arrived yesterday (Tues.) 
for a shori visit. 

Sid Rechetnik, WB publicity pur- 
veyor, off to the Coast by plane for 
two weeks’ visit. 

Bob Hanley in town from Moylan, 
Pa.. to bally Hedgerow theatre’s an- 
nual Shaw festival. 


| with 


Cast of ‘Brother Rat’ notified the | 


show will run at the Biltmore until 
Sepi. 11, then tour. 

George Abbott reported dickering 
with Lee Strassburg to direct his 
‘Sea Gull’ production, 

Ralph Rolan, March of Time boss, 
confined to his home one day last 
week with a sprained back. 

Jules Levine and Peter Kalisher 
rusticating at Meddybemps, Me., 
while they collab on a play. 

Sol Shapiro back _home after 
handling the Cotton Club troupe 
during the Paris engagement. 

Joe Zimanich, National Screen 
exec, sailing today, away five weeks, 
was farewell-partyed Monday. _ 

Boy Scout Jamboree in Washing- 
ton upped NBC and Radio City 
tourism 20% over the week-end. 

Mrs. L. Wolfe Gilbert motored in 
from the Coast with the son, who 
this year graduated from high school. 

Cynthia White motoring to the 
Coast with a short stopover at the 


| Union. 


camp of Capt. Irving O’Hay at Taos, | 
N.M 


Bob Broder. counselor, is renovat- 


ing his country home by attending | 


every auction in 
county. 

Dayton Stoddard budgeting him- 
self at $17 a week at 
N. Y.. and writing the book for an 
operetta. 

Marta Abba has taken a summer 
place at Great Neck, L. I. Expects 
to make her permanent home in 
America. 

Wvrley Birch and Bowen Tufts 
sei by Mildred Weber, of the Morris 
office, for strawhat dates at Matu- 
nuck, R. I, 

Marian Shockley strawhatting at 
Skowhegan, Me. Replacing Mary 


Rogers, who's staying on the Coast , 


this summer. 

Katherine Locke back with a coat 
of sunburn for a backstage visit to 
the cast of ‘Having Wonderful Time’ 
at the Lyceum. 

Universal home office employes 
holding their annual golf tourney 
this week at Bonnie Briar country 
club, Larchmont. 

Herb Morgan, Metro shorts ex- 
ploiter, badly gashed his gam on a 
scallop shell while swimming out 
Westchester way. 

Milt Lewis went back to the Coast 
last week, but this time to join the 
talent department at Paramount, in- 
stead of as an agent. ’ 

Judy Starr leaving Rudy Vallee’s 
troupe to sign with the Shuberts for 
either the new ‘Follies’ or the Ed 
Wynn musical in the fall. 

Theron Bamberger, back from 

London, making preliminary prep- 
arations for Broadway production of 
‘Lovers Meeting’ in the fall. 
_ Terry Ginsberg of Warner play- 
Gate department at the h. o. sailed 
Saturday (10) for 12-day cruise to 
Havana, Nassau and Miami. 

Popular spot in front of Radio 

iy is the svecial thermometer that 
zg ves the exset s'reet temperacure 
at that spot in full glare of sun. 


Peth Brown’ remembers he! 


fiends who own canine pets with. 


Pennsylvania 


ire Island, | 


scheduled to 
week from 
West. 

Jerry Martin. executive aide te 
Charles H. Thurman, NBC guest re- 
lations division, took a brief vacation 
last week away from the visiting 
firemen. 

Some 60 officials of 
Center and. RKO attended a special 
showing last week of ‘March of Time’ 
because of one subject, ‘Rockefeller 
Millions.’ 

Abe Lyman, ailing from a trick 
stomach, now on the mend and tak- 
ing the Canal route rest-cure to the 
Coast on his first visit west in sev- 
eral vears. 

Julie Haydon, vacationing at Den- 
nis, Mass., before beginning summer 
stock dates, planning to remain in 


return to N. Y. this 
swing through Middle 


the legit theatre the next two or 
three years. 

Mary Mason leaves the cast of 
‘Brother Rat’ Saturday (17), plan- 
ning to return in September. Relax- 
ing, meanwhile, at her home in 
Westport, Conn. 

George .Gershwin tragedy made | 
the Broadway bunch sit down and 


take self-stock anent where will all 
the rush and bustle get you, etc. It 
was the big topic of the town. 
Nancy Noland, formerly of ‘New 
Faces’ and niteries, is strawhatting 
the Max Liebman troupe at 
Taminent, Pa... with a Broadway 
musical in prospect for the fall. 
George S. and Beatrice Kaufman 
tossed a fireworks party last Sun- 
day (4) night. Guests included show 
biz neighbors in Bucks county, Pa., 
as well as number of Broadwayites. 











Rockefeller | 








j 





|mans and Jerry Mengo opening at | 


| at Le Paris. 
' at Cinema des Champs Elysees. 


Col’s ‘Lost Horizon’ got away to a | 


nice opening. 

Magician Fu Chan has been forced 
to postpone Aussie trip owing to 
South American contracts. 

Sir Ben Fuller is dickering with 
Piccoli 
New Zealand and Australia. 

Film Board of Trade anxious to 
stop triple bills out in the nabes. 
Huddles now on to see what can be 
done. 

Harmony Kings, playing Neil time, 
are giving a series of 20-minute 
broadeasts for Australian Broadcast- 


ing Commission over National net- 
work. : 
Sam Snider, Snider-Dean, is still 


telling newspapermen that he’s de- 
termined to build a theatre solely 
for the presentation of flesh shows. 
Sir Ben Fuller says the same thing. 

Orrie Perry is still staging presen- 
tations at State theatre for Greater 
Other houses are whipping 
in the stage stuff from time to time, 
mostly using the pit boys and local 
acts. 

Slow progress still prevails on lo- 
cal production with indie units in 
this territory. Argossy hopes to lay 
a pic on floor just as soon as suf- 
ficient money is secured on share 
sales. Clarence Badger will direct 
first try. 





Pittsburgh 


By Hal Cohen 


Dave. Rubinoff here for a week's 
visit with his parents. 

Joe Feldmans have left for three 
weeks in a Connecticut hideaway. 
Karl Krug trying to get his older 
son an appointment to West Point. 
West View Park playing host to 
entire newspaper gang on Friday 
(16). 

y Mayhall working on a sym- 
phonic poem he’s calling ‘Honky 
Tonk.’ 


Heat too much for non-cooled 
Plaza cafe and it’s folded for the 
summer. 

Bill Blowitz. of Helen Ferguson 
agency on Coast, vacationing with 
his folks. 


Johnny Harris had a birthday over | 


the wek-end. 
the booker. 


Ditto Harry Thomas, | 


| 


Marionettes for a season in | 


| 
| 
| 





| ten 





| 
| 


Robert Alan Greens—he’s director 
of Kilbuck theatre—to California for | 


the summer. 
Harry Brown sez legit will have 
its earliest opening at Nixon in sev- 
eral seasons. 
Bernie Armstrongs 
of their warm weather 
up in Kane, Pa. 


spending all 


week-ends | 


Chester LeRoy’s mother and father | 


back to Chicago after visiting the 
ventriloquist here. 

Variety Club will hold its annual 
solf tournament at the Westmore- 
land CC. August 20. 

Bill Holst and Mary Hopper. of 
Duaesne drama school, strawhatting 
at Kennebunkport, Me. 

Dave Broudy’'s ailing 
from New York. where 
stricken ill fortnight ago. 

Lois Miller organloguing and sing- 
‘ng for the visitors to Heinz Pier in 


back 


was 


wife 
she 


Atlantic City this summer. . 
Kap Monahan off for Denve: and 
from there goes to Hollywood to 


cover the studios for “Press.” 


| for Marseilles to commence work on 


| ing for New York from there. 





Jeanne Manet at Sheherazade. 

Juline Duvivier finishing ‘Carnet 
de Bal.’ 

Ambrose and band at Chateau de 
Madrid. 
_ Jim Mollison’s memoirs appearing 
in ‘Ce Soir.’ 

Gorki’s ‘Ma Mere’ closing in Thea- 
tre du People. 

William Dieterle saying Hollywood 
a hard working city. 

Mona Goya taking prize at. Gala 


| trom the ship to motor car, honey- 
|} mooning over at Lanakai. 

Hary Owens hoping his new num- 
ber, ‘Little Angel,’ will be a second 
‘Leilani.’ 

J. J. Franklin back 
York, readying himself 
business. 

Ray Henderson, Katharine Cornell's 
rep, accomplished much on his one 
day visit. 

Henry R. Luce and wife, Clare 
Boothe, flew to all the islands, here 
six weeks. 

Mrs. Dan Topping ‘Arline Judge) 
and son, remaining six months, liv- 
ing at Kahala. 

Mr. and Mrs. Marco Wolf 


New 
new 


from 
for 


and 





Nautique des Artistes. 
Of seven new films 
week six are American. 
Mary Morgan quitting 
Franchaise account jllness 


opening this 


Comedie- 


Henry Bernstein off for Saint-Mo- 
ritz to work on a new play 
More than 200 autos in 
sigeant ‘Concours @’Elegance.’ 
Joan Warner's first French film 
‘Cinderella’ opening at Paramount. 
Photo-Cine-Phonu expo pavillon 
opened officially but closed to public. 
Mia Slavenska, Jugo-Slav star. re- 
citaling at Theatre des Champs-Ely- 
sees. 
‘Le Pays du Sourire’ operetta at | 
Gaiete-Lyrique broadcast over Ra- | 
dio-Cite. 
“ean Gobin signing with Jacques 
Daroy for lead in ‘Rumeurs’, begin- | 


Intran- |} 


; ning soon. 


Ballets de Monte 
London afie: 
apoearance. 

‘La Belle Saison.’ new operetta 
starring Lucienne Boyer opening at 
Marigny Theatre. 

Bruno Walter directing 
Philharmonic Orchesira at 
des Champs-Elysees. 

Merle Oberon taking part in 
Comedie Francaise gala for retire- 
ment of Albert Lambert. 

Alla Donnel signing with 
Mosso to appear in ‘Puritan’ 
Pierre Fresnay in male lead. 


Serge Glykson’s band with Al Ro- 


Carlo back to 
expo Gala de la Danse 


Vienne 
Theatre 


Jeff 
with 





Casino de Foret at Le Touquet. 

‘The Good Earth’ (M-G) opening | 
‘Maytime’ (M-G) open- 
. 
Pierre Larquey and Charpin off | 
\ 
‘ ~ ° . . | 
Un Soir a Marseille’-—Maurice de | 
Canonge megging. 


i 


London | 


— | 


Gloria Day touring with the Jack 
Hylton vaude unit. , 

Lily Morris recovering from ap- 
pendicitis operation. 

Anna May Wong to Paris and sail- 


| 
| 
| 


De Marcos to Paris for several 
dates, then sailing for New York. 

Rimacs postponing their American 
dates to play the Paramount, Paris. 

Harry Foster snatching a few days 
vacation at Cornwall with the Mrs. 

Hutchinsons publishing ‘It’s Fun to 
Be Fooled,’ written by Horace 
Goldin, magician. 

Roland Young coming to Pinewood 
to appear in the new Jessie Matthews 
picture ‘Full Sail,’ to be directed by 
Sonnie Hale. 

Noel Coward's comedy ‘Hay Fever’ 
being broadcast, featuring Marie 
Tempest, Glen Byam Shaw, Valerie 
Taylor, Frank Cellier, | 

Touring company of ‘Victoria 
Regina’ set to start around Christmas. 
This is first time Gilbert Miller has 
a show of his touring while same 
show is playing the West-End. 

Jose Collins returning to the stage, 
making a brief appearance in a new 
drama by Audrey and Waveney Car- 
called ‘Destination Unknown.’ 
Show had try-out at the ‘Q’ theatre 
before bidding for West-End. 

Number of noliday visitors from 
foreign countries during May (Coro- 
nation month) showed an_ increase 
over the corresponding month of the 
previous year of 14,129. There were | 
more than double the number from | 
the U. S. | 

Forsythe, Seamon and Farrell sail 
for America to play two weeks in | 
vaudeville, Washington and Phila- | 
delphia, then returning to England 
for vaudeville dates, including Radio | 
Olympia, which is generally reserved | 
for English talent. | 








Honolulu 
tv Mabel Thomas 


Margaret L. Smith fully recovered 
from her illness. 

Grantland Kice sportsreel camera- 
men through shooting here. 

Mr. and Mrs. Rush Hughes 
Waikiki Beach for a vacation. 

Dick Hyland, ex-husband of Adela | 
St. John, married Lou Landsburgh. | 

Henry Putnam, announcer’ at} 
KGMB, married Nita Jordan here. } 

Bill Bacher remained the second | 
week, plans to esiablish a home here. 

Mrs. Spencer Tracy and her two} 
children at the Royal for a long | 
stay. 

Mrs. William (Ma’) Henry back | 
for six months at her Diamond Head | 
home. 

Charles 
week; will 
Royal. 

Jeaneite McDonald and Gene 
mond were mobbed jin thei 


at j 


Butterworth 
stay for a 


for a 
the 


came 
month at 


Ray «| 
dash ' 


| Gayety assisting 


|} around 
| was Vacationing. 


daughter at the Royal. 
& M.) intends entering theatre busi- 
nes here with Adolph Ramish. 

Jane Howard, daughter of the Roy 
Howards, reporting for Advertiser. 
at $18 per week, and living at the 
Royal Hawaiian at $18 per day 

Honolulu Community Players, an- 
ticinating, keenly, the sponsoring of 
Katharine Cornell when her world 
tour begins. Perhaps her stay here 
will be three weeks. 


Mr. and Mrs. Charles (‘Buddy’) 
Rogers (Mary Pic’‘ord) and their 


party at the Royal jor three weeks. 
Mr. and Mrs. C. Youngreen of Chi- 


caeo, came along with the Pickford- | 


Rogers party. 





Philadelpha 


By Herb Golden 


Enid Hager motoring through New 
York siate. 

Hugh Walton 
Harrisburg. 

Murray Arnold to Long Island for 
two-week respite. 

Many Dell tooters commuting to 
Atlantic City daily. 

Howard Jones back from 3,800-mile 
auto tour of south. 

WDAS will give bachelor 
for Pat Stanton July 22. ~ 

Larry Vincent's sustaining sold to 
Graham-Paige last Thursday. 

Frank Kern the poppa of eight 
pounds of baby girl born July 3. 

Roger Clipp now golfing regularly 
at swanky Overbrook Golf Club. 

Dave Greenberg preparing to move 
Variety Club to the Bellevue Sept. 1. 

Morris Spector guested with his 
drums at Robin Hood Dell last week. 

Art Padula to Pittsburgh tomorrow 
and Friday to pay respects to Happy 
Felton. 

Jerry Stone off on week's vacash, 
but doesn’t know to where until he 
arrives. 

Jack Stewart hooking plenty of 
blue fish on weekly jaunts off 
Barnegat. 

Helen Kiley back at WIP, a little 
weak in the pedals, but minus 
appendix. 

Jim Truesdale 
from Rev. Percy Crawford's 
Stroudsburg camp. 

Bill Dyer and Taylor Grant did 
p.a. at club in Pottstown Saturday. 
Whole town turned out, called it 
‘Dyer Davy.’ 

Boake Carter finding new twice 
nightly airings strenuous. Practically 
revising entire script for Pacific | 
Coast broadcast. | 

Fred Webber, WFIL’s new Camera | 
Club authority, never owned a | 
camera in his life—pure set-up for | 
P. A. Joe Connelly. 

Chirper Ben Alley and Organist | 
Doris Havens about ready to release 
opus on which they collabbed during 


vacationing in 


party 


to handle airings 
Fast 


| spare moments at WCAU. 





Minneapolis 


By Les Rees 


Herb Blass, Warner Brothers’ office 
manager, troubled by poison ivy. 

Bennie Berger circuit to have 
managers’ meeting at Bemidji lake. 

Harold Harris to put Major Bowes’ 
unit together at Bemidji, Minn., to 
take to Australia and China. 

Iva Griffith, RKO secretary, col- 
lapsed at work and was rushed to 
hospital for major operation. 

Fred Finnegan, Universal office 
manager, and the wife off for north- | 
ern Lake Superior shore points. 

Marion Loysen and Lillian Jensen 
of WB motoring through Canadian | 
Rockies and to Glacier National 
Park. 

Harry Hirsch and Harry Katz of 
Tony Stecher in 


‘handling roller skating derby at 
Duluth and here. 

Orpheum underlines are Bowes’ 
all-girl unit July 23, Eddie Duchin 


band Aug. 6 and Rudy Vallee fo: 
five days starting Aug. 26. 


Seattle 


By Dave Trepp 


Alf Keighley to L. A. on short fun 
trip. 

Jules Buffano and the missus vaca- 
tioning. 

Andrew Saso back from vacation- 
ing in southwest. 

Joe Daniels recuperating, while the 
missus runs the office. 

Dale Griffiths quits Hamrick-Ever- 
green art staff for advertising agency 
work. 

Vie Meyers back from 

southern VU. S, 


swing 
where he 


Rex Beach’s ‘The Barrier, to be 
filmed at Mount Baker, with equip- 
nmient now being ‘gathered there. 


« 


Marco (F. | 





VARIETY 


eer 


Max Golden to Alaska. 

Edmund Lowe back from England, 

Douglass Montgomery raising Irish 
wolthounds. 

Nat Kalcheim Derbying with the 
Morris gang. 

Pete Smith dialoging a Metro short 
in hospital bed. 

Philip Truex, son of Ernest Truex, 
taking tests at U. 

M. J. Siegel, Republic prexy, back 
from New York. 

Phil Baker arrived 
‘Goldwyn Follies.’ 

Constance Hope abandoned Holly- 
wecd fer Honolulu. 





anneal 





for role in 


Fritz Leiber technical-advising on 
‘The Great Garrick.’ 

Willi Weil, Warner’s New York 
writer, looking around. 

Phil Regan wears an 
Pitisburgh police star. 

George Bricker bought Constance 
Bennett's Malibu house. 

_ William Gaxton up from Mexico 
City to give ear to picture offers. 

Carl Randall staging dances fer 
Universal's ‘Merry-Go-Round of 
1938.’ 

Kaspar Monvohan here fiom Pitts- 


bur. to do a series of studio inter- 
ViICws, 


honorary 


Charles Jordan, free of Broadway 
ge chores, is here talking picture 
Cc.ialls 

John Clark in from New York to 
chin with Joe Schenck and Darry 
Zanuck. 

Malcolm Stuart Boyland and David 
Poehm checked off the Metro writ- 
inf’ roster. 

_ Margaret Tallichet, S-I player, 
Joins the Westchester Players for 
summer stock. 

Roy del Ruth and wife relaxing on 
their yacht while director prepares 
for ‘Rosalie’ chores. 

Dorothy Stickney in from New 
York to play in Walter Wanger’s ‘I 
Met My Love Again.’ 

Gertrude Michael resumed her 
‘Sophie Lang’ duties at Paramount 
after a week’s illness. 

Charles D. (Danny) Hall joined 
Hal Roach as art director after years 
with Charles Chaplin. 

Edward Arnold under medical care 
as the result of a swimming pool in- 
jury suffered at Arrowhead. 

Warner Oland will visit Sweden, 
where he was born, to make sure 
he hasn't gone completely fumanchu. 

Marlene Dietrich, her husband, 
Rudolf Sieber, and their daughter, 
Maria, sailing for Paris tomorrow 
(Wed.) from N. Y. 

John Blystone pacted Pietro Mon- 
tanez, 19-year-old Mexican songster, 
and is educating his voice. Discov- 
ered lad warbling in a Tia Juana 
nitery, 

Dan Manwaring back as Warner 
praiser. Johnny Miles left 20th-Fox 
to replace Blake MacVeigh at Sam- 
uel Goldwyn’s, and MacVeigh goes 
free-lancing. 


Westport 


John Held, Jr., in town. 


Mrs, William Anthony MeGuire 
here. 


Lily Pons goes to the Coast in two 
weeks. 





The Joe Wrights are at Belle 
Island. 
Mrs. Mickey Graves visiting her 


sister at South Norwalk. 
_ Boris Sokoloff now handling pub- 
licity at Country Playhouse. 
Susam Fox, here this week in ‘Pet- 
ticoat Fever,’ is former local girl. 
The entire village turned out to 
look for Alma Archer's lost Scottie. 
Four plainclothesmen cover Libby 
Holman's place at Collender’s Point. 
Camilla Crume, legit actress, 


corning a new gift shop on the Post 
roaqa, 


The James Meltons celebrated 
their eighth anniversary with a 
dinner. 


Fred Finklehoffe and John Monks, 
Jr., to Coast to write for David O. 
Selznick. 

Colony mourning the death of 
Helen Lowell, who lived at Norwalk 
for years. 

John C. Wilson back to Fairfield 
from Lunt-Fontanne opening in San 
Francisco. 

Jose Iturbi conducts New York 
Philharmonic at Silvermine Festival, 
next month. 

Car! Fischer and Mary Mason have 
bought the place they rented earlier 
in the season. ' 

Florence and Ella MacMahon off 
to Hollywood to visit their nephew, 
Horace, in pictures. 

Frances Farmer 
three plays here: 
‘The Virginian’ 
Forest.’ 

Weston Firemen’s Frolic a_ big 
success. Many of the skits staged 
by Philip Dunning. Virginia Dun- 
ning scored in one of them. 

Fred Schangl, sales manager of 
Columbia Concerts, who winged: to 
China last month, returning to: Hol- 
lywood, where his wife will meet him. 

John McManus of Bethel saw his 
first film in 22 years at the premiere 
of ‘Midnight Madonna,’ in which his 
four-veur-old granddaughter, “Kitty 
‘Clancy, has a leading role. 

“cw +9 


will appear in 
‘At Mrs. Beams,’ 
and ‘The Petrified 
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San Shines for Cleve Exhibs as 
Box Offices Blossom Under Rays 


Cleveland, July 13. 

Eggs could be fried on the side- 
walks of the Great Lakes Exposition 
during the last week, but heat is 
restoring concessionaires’ wavering 
confidence in Cleveland. It was the 
first rainless week since the centen- 
nial fair opened on lakefront June 
29. Attendance figures were way 


below quota up to Fourth of July, 
but since then through Old Sol’s 
help and a string of national con- 
ventions, the exhibitors’ grosses have 
nearly doubled. If sunny weather 
continues to draw same amount of , 
tourists, 1,118,943 up to Sunday (11), 
they won’t have to use any red ink 
this year. 


Week-end crowds were built up| 
by all-star bill at free Radioland, 
headed by May Robson and Jean 
Muir. Appearing on Jimmy Melton’s 
Sunday Night program on outdoor 
stage, their dress rehearsal and eve- 
ning broadcast had the 4,000-capacity | 
theatre jammed each time. 


Harry Harrison’s cool Winterland | 
is becoming such a phenomenal 
draw these sultry days that Evelyn 
Chandler as topliner of ice spec- 
tacles is doing six shows Saturdays 
and Sundays. Ice-skating contests 
for local kids is proving another good 
publicity stunt. Frances Johnson, 
from Minneapolis, brought in by 
Walter Arian as his new skating 
partner, replacing Frances Claudet. 
Les Hamilton, tagged world’s young- 
est professional jumper, is another 
addition to Winterland cast. 


Report that Johnny Weismuller 
was quitting Aquacade’s spectacular 
marine revues, because of a picture 
commitment, was denied by Biily 
Rose, although the Mad Mahout does 
plan to revamp half the show for 
August. Ted Weems’ band, in for 
two weeks, has whipped up present 
revue and is pulling in more dancers 
on floating dance floor than either 
Xavier Cugat or Joe Venuti got. 

Greek in the Gardens 


Lamar Stringfield, young composer 
and Pulitzer prize winner, has an | 
interest in new Greek tragedy en- 
titled ‘Aeolik Fragment’ put on by 
Hope Holmes at Horticultural Gar- 
dens. Lamar composed the music 
and is conducting symphony orches- 
tra for the novel production staged 
on a three-leveled hillside in open 
air. It’s purely a highbrow attrac- 
tion, yet is getting a surprisingly 
heavy play from visiting school- 
mar’ms and socialites. 

Carborundum band is slated for 
Radioland July 24. Theme song for 
Exposition was finished last week by 
Dudley S. Blossom, general chair- 
man of fair, who baptized it ‘My Ex- 
position Rose.’ Tune was premiered 
on Walter Logan’s WTAM broadcast 
with composer batoning it. Spelling 








bee sponsored by 24 public schools | 


as a lakefront feature brought out 
an army of school kids last Wednes- 
day (7), ending in 15-year-old John 
Dowling winning $250 first prize. 


Trailer city set up as convenience 
for the tin-canners now has 110 
trailers. Conventions tying up all | 
hotels, forcing Glenn O. Glauser of | 
the convention and visitors’ bureau 
to start a rooming house service in | 
connection with fair. Marine Day | 
scheduled for July 28 will have a | 
parade of lake craft, coast guard | 
cruisers and Byrd's polar ship as a 
flash. Newton D. Baker handling 
the event, and Lincoln Dickey. g.m., 
is still trying to get President Roose- 
velt and Secretary of Interior Daniel 
C. Roper to officiate. 








Salt Flats Racers 

Salt Lake City, July 13. 

Ab Jenkins, Salt Lake City auto- | 

mobile racer, holder of more than | 

146 speed records, arrived in town 

Tuesday (13) to begin his annual 

assault on new speed marks on 

world-famed Bonneville salt flats, 
100 miles southwest of here. 


Race course will attract several 
. foreign speed demons during sum- 
mer, with Captain G.E.T. Eyston, 
British speed king, planning to tackle 
the natural saline track in August. 


Utah chambers of commerce are 
plugging race course on which Sir 
Malcolm Campbell set world’s speed | 
record of 301 m.p.h. two years ago. | 
English peer will not come to Utah | 
this season. Too busy with politics | 
and his new diversion—motorboat | 
racing, | 





> 





New Par Site 
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other site looked into, that of the 
Rancho Golf Club, covering 187 
acres and opposite the 20th-Fox 
plant. However, due to the US. 
Government having liens on the 
property for taxes due from S.W. 
Strauss & Co., which are reported to 
be around $1,500,000, an appraisal of 
the property does not warrant a 


$650,000 outlay for it, as claimed by | 


realty experts here. 

The Pico property covers an area 
which is partially occupied by the 
Drive-In Outdoor theatre and would 
involve an outlay of around $525,000 
for its purchase. This property is 


‘owned by Sabichi & Bain and their 


realty reps, James & Patridge, were 
in almost daily conference last week 
with Balaban, Griffis, Raibourn, 
George Bagnall, Henry Herzbrun 
and Ken Fitzpatrick, Coast realty 
head for Paramount. 


Site to RKO 


Should the Paramount board of 
directors approve a plan for the pur- 
chase of either of these two sites it 
is understood the entire Paramount 
setup within a year will move to the 
new location. The present site of 
the studio on Marathon street would 
be sold to RKO, which too has been 
cramped for space. An entire new 
studio in construction of stages, ad- 
ministration buildings, Jaboratories, 
dressing and wardrobe buildings and 
craft shops would cost Paramount in 
the neighborhood of around $7,500,- 
000. However, it is felt that prac- 
tically all of the money invested In 
the present studio property, includ- 
ing improvements and the cost of 
the Paramount ranch in the Malibu 
Lake area on Ventura boulevard, 
would be realized through sale. Will- 
iam Randolph Hearst, who owns 
property adjacent to the ranch, is 
understood to be willing to take this 


property over. 


Paramount studio execs claim they 
have been cramped for space on the 
present lot for more than a year and 
that, with expansion of production, 
another site or additional property Is 
immediately necessary. They claim 
that there has been a large waste in 
the striking of expensive sets as soon 
as shooting has been completed in 
order to make way for another. If 
the studio had the opportunity to let 
these sets stand and be revamped for 
utilization for other productions it 
would represent quite a saving in 
time. Also, currently, the entire ad- 
ministration, writing and dressing 
room buildings are crowded to the 
hilt with workers being retarded in 


their work due to the cramped con- 
dition. 

In New Plant In Year 

It is figured that with a fast okay 
from New York that within at least 
nine months’ time first of the pro- 
duction units could occupy quarters 
on a new site and within a year’s 
time that the entire organization and 
personnel could be operating at the 
new plant. 

Before leaving for New York last 
Friday .(9) Balaban said that in- 
creased demand for product with an 
enlarged production program made 
the . studio expansion necessary 
immediately. He declared no definite 
site had been picked or deal closed, 
but that he would have sound re- 
ports on the properties looked upon 
with favor early this week, after 
which speedy measures would be 
taken for approval of a deal to 
enable immediate work to start on a 
| new plant. 

Paramount has been in its present 
| Marathon street quarters little more 
|than 10 years, having purchased the 
property from United Studios, at 
which plant most of the First Na- 
tional producers were working prior 
to moving to Burbank. 

With Paramount coming into either 
the Pico or Robertson boulevard 
areas it would virtually make this 
district the most important studio 
area on the Coast as, besides 20th- 
Fox, other studios close to either of 
the sites are Hal Roach, Selznick- 
International and Metro. 


Saddens the Fair 


Lincoln, July 13. 

Nebraska has fair promise of a 
circus jam in August, with both 
Cole Bros., Clyde Beatty and Ring- 
ling Bros., Barnum & Bailey head- 
ing this way. 

Is giving the State Fair (Sept. 
5-10) the willies, because it means 
a dough dig just ahead of the ag 
expo, 














Ricers in Smash 


Baliston Spa, N. Y., July 13. 

Two employes of the Dan A. Rice 
Circus were treated at Benedict 
Memorial Hospital here for lacera- 
tions and bruises suffered when a 
six-wheel trailer-truck ran off the 
Ballston-Mechanicville road. 

The injured men, John Jalow and 
Leonard Mitchell, rejoined the show 
at Mechanicville. The truck, oper- 
ated by W. W. Sallie, overturned 
when it failed to negotiate a curve. 
Sallie and three other empioyes, 
Hesse Hicks, Wilbur Gore and John 
Jonds, escaped with minor bruises. 


New B. & G. Flack 


Lincoln, July 13. 

Walter Hale, brought on from the 
Coast, becomes the new press agent 
for the Beckmann & Gerety carni- 
val. 

He replaces Kent Hosmer, who 
died recently in Dearborn, Mich. 
Hale joined the carney in Nagau- 
nee, Mich, 











Real Log Rolling 





Birling Contests to Be Revived at Escanaba Fair 


-in August; Broadcasts and Newsreels 





Escanaba, Mich., July 13. 

The World’s Championship Log 
Rolling Tournament which annually 
brought together the devotees of the 
lumberjacks’ favorite sport, will be 
revived after a lapse of several years 
at Escanaba, Aug. 13-15, The tourna- 
ment will be one of the features of 
the Fair to be held at Escanaba, 
starting Aug. 10. 

For sentimental reasons, Escanaba 
is an ideal site for the tournament 
for this community in Upper Michi- 
gan was once the center of this for- 
mer pine country. 

Log rolling or birling contests are 
an outgrowth of the log drives. Be- 
fore the advent of more modern 
means of transportation, the rivers 
were used for floating logs down to 
the mouths of the streams, where the 
sawmills were situated. After the 
evening meal the lumberjacks often 
gathered around the bank of the 
stream. to watch two of their num- 
ber, on each end of a log, treading it 
with their feet, suddenly cuff it and 
then start whirling it again, in an 
effort to cause the other to fall. 

The starting log used in a rolling 
contest usually is 20 feet long, and 
20 inches in diameter. Most stand- 
ard matches are on the best 2 out of 
3 basis. In order to force bouts to a 
finish in the event neither contestant 


is able to spill the other, the officials 
are empowered to reduce the size of 
the log whenever they deem fit. A 
16-inch log is usually ordered: for the 
next test, and if this fails to cause a 
spill, a 14-inch log is puf‘into use. 

During the depression years, there 
was a lapse in the staging of world’s 
contests. This year, however, there 
has been much publicity given to 
the ‘last log drives’ in northern 
Minnesota and Maine, .and corres- 
pondingly there has been a renewed 
interest in log rolling. 

Several radio broadcasts have al- 
ready been arranged for and the 
newsreel cameras are expected. 





Kicking the Dogs Around 
St. John, N. B., July 13. 


A feud has developed between the 
St. John Exhibition Association, 
operating the September fair in St. 
John, and the New Brunswick Ken- 
nel Chib. For many years the fair 
association has held a dog show as 
part of the annual fair, the show 
lasting five days and the fair seven. 

Now the fair association has elim- 
inated the dog show and has allotted 
the space formerly used for the 
show to agricultural exhibits, on 
the ground this would be more ben- 
eficial to the patrons of the fair. 





| he will select a more felicitous sub- 
| ject. 


————— 








Plays Abroad 





(Continued from page 64) 





murdering them, and then having no 
knowledge of same. In the end, his 
mother kills him, She and the doctor 
are implicated. The suspense is ter- 
rific. There is no gainsaying its 
strength and skill in construction. 
The piece will serve to enhance 
the reputation of Marius Goring, a 
young actor who has no difficulty in 
getting his teeth into the part. In- 
deed, all the roles are so skillfuly 
possible for any actor or actress to 
fail with them. An author of such 
talents is sure to be heard from, if 


Jolo. 


IL LADRO SONO IO 


(I AM THE THIEF’) 
Rome, June 27. 


Drama in three acts by Giovanni Cen- 


zato. Presented at Olimpia theatre, Milan. 
Clara .ccqeccccsccccccescess Maria Melato | 
Her Mother eccccccccccsses Elvira Betrone 
Her Uncl® cevescsescoeesssss Luigi Carini 
Giorgio See eeeeeeesereeees Annibale Betrone 





Light and amusing of its kind, this 
play might go well enough in Amer- 
ica. 

Clara is a young woman who 
wants to become a famous singer; 
her mother alternately encourages 
her and gets in her way, and her 
uncle makes fun of both of them. 
The girl seems destined never to get 
attention from the public until her 
pearl necklace is stolen from the 
hotel room. 

The mother declares the value to 
be $15,000 and with investigations by 
the police and press, Clara is, at last, 
in the public eye. 

At this point Giorgio appears with 
his arm in a sling, announcing that 
he is the thief. He says his accom- 
plices beat him up when they found 
that the necklace was false and that, 
with his injured arm, he won't be 
able to continue his profession for 
at least three months. 

The man claims that it is the 
fault of the ladies, who made be- 
lieve that the pearls were real, and 
if they don’t support him for the 
next three months he will denounce 
them. 

Clara and her mother agree to 
support Giorgio and he is passed off 
as the singer’s manager. That his 
management brings the girl renown 
as a singer is a surprise to the 
mother; that Clara falls in love is a 
surprise to the girl herself. 

And what happens after Clara—to 
escape the calamity of being in love 
with a thief—denounces him to the 
police, is a surprise to the ee. 

eln, 


DALEBY DEEP 


London, June 29. 
Piay in three acts by Horace F lather, 
presented by Charta theatre at Aris Thea- 
tre Club, London, Staged by Muriel Pratt. 


Jessie Dickenson.eeeseeeses+- Ethel Ramsay 
Mrs. Deggotts.....cccccsscees Ann Stephenson 
Elsie Dickenson.,....6+++++- Peggy Greey 
Edward Thirsk...c.soeesssess Andre Morell 
Take Dickenson,........ R. Meadows White 
Seth Dickenson............-Alan Wheatley 





... Sunday Wilshin 

5e066s0en Joan Lang 
James Waring......s......Edward Sinclair 
Mre. Waring. ....cc- eee-+e- Brenda Harvey 
Douglas Waring............- John Bryning 
Walter secoseccsccceces Howard Devonehire 
Leader of Rescue Party......Alfred Millen 





Absence of sufficient theme is the 
main weakness of this play which, 
in general treatment, resembles most 
of the Galsworthy dramas. 

Daleby Deep is a mining village 
in northern England, where they 
have a heavy Yorkshire dialect. 
Mine-owner rose from pitboy and 
dresses for dinner. His son makes 
overtures to the telephone girl, and 
his daughter is married to an un- 
satisfactory husband and makes 
covetous advances to the leader of 
the working men, with the avowed 
intention of having him become the 
father of her children. By a coinci- 
dence, the young labor leader has 
all but become engaged to the little 
phone operator. Son of the wealthy 
mine owner meets the girl, who is 
going to spend a week-end with a 
girl friend, takes her to a hotel, 
plies her with liquor and is about 
to seduce her when the radio an- 
nounces there is an explosion in the 
mine. He rushes back, joins the 
rescue party and sacrifices his life. 
His sister then takes a more human 
view of things and decides to stick 
to her husband. 

Uncommon character drawings and 
good dialog combined to make more | 
|or less interest, but the situations 
iare hackneyed. Jolo. 


DER OPTIMIST 


(THE OPTIMIST) 


| Audience laughed throughout 





Vienna, June 28, 

Comedy in three acts by Lernet Holenia, | 
first production in Josefsstadt theatre, 
Vienna, Staged by Hans Thimig. Set-|! 


tings, Ludwig Haas, Karl Dworsky. | 
A, SE errr ae Robert Valberg | 
Stephanie Fechner............ Paula Pfluger | 
Tieffenbach, ccesccees-- Hans Unterkirchner | 
Kuhn ..cees eorccesed Alexander Neugebauer 
BAUTIBCR. occ rcceccedisccscs Hans Olden | 


And Marie Holst, 
Koss, Kurt Taeubler. 


Martin Berliner, Polly 





Lernet Holenia has an excellent | 
idea, He wants to tell the world 
that any man who takes the blame} 
for a crime upon himself for what- | 
ever reasons, becomes gradually | 
criminally inclined himself, Holenia ! 





| house in Las Vegas. N. M.., 


does it in the form of an entertain. 
ing comedy. Banker Kuhn's busi- 
ness transactions are not exactly 
within the law. Banker induces his 


‘secretary, Baurisch, to confess be- 


fore the court that he is responsible 
for the book juggling. Olden does 
so, regrets, escapes from jail, enters 
the bankers’ castle and what is ex- 
pected, happens. Kuhn is holding a 
gay party there and the secretary 
makes use of the situation by asking 
for more money. It is a clear case 
of extortion. The last straw for the 
unhappy banker is to'try to get the 
secretary to make love to his wife, 
But he fails. Secretary is the opti- 
mist of the comedy’s title. He pre- 
fers flirtation to love. But Holenia, 
too, proves himself to be optimistic 
by keeping all his characters out of 
jail. 

Play is somewhat artificially con- 
structed, but is excellently done. 
er< 
formance. 

Josefstadt is the only theatre to 
open after hot spell. It takes a 
chance with this comedy and de- 
serves good box office returns. 

Maas. 


THE KING’S PIRATE 


London, July 2 


Historical play in three acts by Bdward 


and Theo Thompson, presented by Peo- 
ple’s National theatre, produced by Nancy 
Price and Frank Birch at St. Martin's 
theatre, London, 
Laurence Kemys......Lawrence Baskcomb 
Katherina CareW.eececee-+++++-J0¥Ce Reiman 
Wat Ralegh....... eoeevescoss Peter Osborn 
Sir Walter Ralegh........ Wyndham Goldie 
Robert Cecil...cscceces ees. Peter Ridgeway 
Lady Ralegh....scccscccccces Edith Sharpe 
Henry, Prince of Wales......Moran Caplat 
Anne of Denmark......ceesse:: Helen Goss 
James, Kiog of England,,..Wilfrid Lawson 
George, Viscount Villiers..Kenneth Villiers 
Archbishop of Canterbury....Stephen Jack 
Earl of Pembroke....eccees: Charles Stuart 
Sir Ralph Winwood..cecee- Oliver Johnston 
Ambassador of Spain....../ Anthony Ireland 
mart Gt APURGGL< 6664s 0000054000 John Arnold 
Captain Sir Warham St, Leger, 

Oliver Johnston 
Dean of Westminster........4 Aubrey Dexter 





People’s National theatre, a sort 
of theatrical guild, sponsored this 
production, which is understood to 
have been turned down by prac- 
tically all the commercial manage- 
ments. It can readily be seen why a 
manager, in a hunt for profit, would 
pass this one up, and it would only 
be his artistic leanings which might 
persuade him to take a chance. With 
the dice loaded against him. 

Play is a chronicle of the final 
years in the life of Sir Walter 
Raleigh, from the time he was re- 
leased from the Tower of London to 
embark upon a search of gold in 
Guiana, and his betrayal at the 
hands of James I, culminating in his 
execution, 

Students of English history will 
realize and appreciate the research 
necessitated in the writing of such 
a chronicle, but it is extremely 
doubtful if the general public will 
find much interest in so gloomy a 
subject. 

People’s National theatre has gone 
to great pains to present the piece, 
casting and rehearsing it with care 
and intelligence, but its efforts ap- 
pear to be wasted on a hopeless 
script, Jolo. 





Fair Coin OK 


Washington, July 13. 

Reduced Federal donations, total- 
ing $4,500,000, for 1939 world fairs 
in San Francisco and New York 
were set Saturday (10) when Presi- 
dent Roosevelt signatured compro- 
mise bills setting up commissions to 
direct government participation in 
expos on both coasts. 








ee 


Theatre Changes | 


(Continued from page 31) 








William Hoch, who shifts from 
Piaza, where Ernest Leiberman has 
been spotted, Leiberman moves over 
from another of chain’s nabe houses, 
the Model, and his job has been as- 
signed to Carl Czolba, until now em- 
ployed in Warner bill-posting de- 
partment. Larry Leonardi, formerly 
an usher at the Enright, gets Czolba’s 
old post. 

Jimmy Nash, formerly with Gau- 
mont-British and more recently on 
Monarch staff, has joined United 
Artists sales staff. 





Denver. 

James Maloof building a 600-seat 
which is 
at present an exclusive Fox town. 

Dale Kline, former owner of the 
Alpine theatre, neighborhood, who 
resigned as manager of the Plaza, 
has been succeeded by Lloyd Kirby, 
manager of the Alpine. Both houses 
now operated by Dave Cockrill of 
the Denham, first run. 





Rochester. 
Shattuck Opera House, built in 
1872, and once pride and glory of 
Hornell, is undergoing repairs, fol- 
lowing injury to two pedestrians 
from falling concrete. 
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Chi Seeks to Horn in On 1939 





Chicago, July 13. 
Strong movement gathering mo- 
mentum around town to. proceed at 
full speed on the permanent fair and 
exposition which Chicago is plan- 
ning on the site of the 1933-1934 Cen- 
tury of Progress Exposition, and to 
have the entire shebang completed 
for full operation and ballyhoo by 
the spring of 1939. Reason behind 
the campaign is the scheduled open- 
ing of the New York and the San 
Francisco fairs in the spring of 
1939. Chicago leaders feel that the 
two Coast cities will get all the 
midwest tourist and pleasure trade 
during the summer unless Chi goes 

to town with its own exposition. 


There has been much talk both 
pro and con on the local fair, with 
many of the newspapers and busi- 
ness leaders opposed to the per- 
manent exposition on the grounds 
that it will become a Coney Island 
type of resort. While others in town 
are equally emphatic that that’s ex- 
actly what they want, a rip-roaring, 
red noise and midway layout that 
will attract the carnival-mob from 
the entire midwest territory. 


Landscape Grounds 


Entire layout of the grounds of the 
Century of Progress has been re- 
vamped during the past year, with 
everything cleaned out with the ex- 
ception of the administration build- 
ing and the Ft. Dearborn replica. 
Entire site has been landscaped. 


From the beginning Walter Greg- 
ory stated that no plans for the fair 
would be set until the grqunds were 
entirely cleared and _ landscaped. 
Now, with that done, they can pro- 
ceed to build from that point on. 


General advance plans on the fair 
call for a permanent exhibition hall 
for industrials and commercials, a 
bathing pavilion that will be built on 
Northerly Island, an athletic field, 
picnic grounds, a complete midway 
of rides only (no games), a few 
strictly censored shows, three or 
four ‘foreign villages’ which will 
contain restaurants primarily with 
atmospheric floor shows and enter- 
tainment. The entire layout will oc- 
cupy about half the space devoted 
to the Century of Progress, and will 
run from 12th Street to around 22nd 
Street. 

All plans were on a_ take-your- 
time basis, with 1940 or 1941 figured 
as a likely opening date for the 
permanent exposition. But this has 
changed considerably during the 
past couple of months, with a strong 
movement among special interests, 
such as hotels and downtown stores, 
for the completion of the Chicago 
Permanent Exposition by 1939 at the 
latest, and with as much ballyhoo 
as heralded the 1933-1934 fairs here. 


S. F. Sports Director 


San Francisco, July 13. 

Art McChrystal was appointed 
Assistant Director of Special Events 
of the 1939 Golden Gate Interna- 
tional Exposition, according to an 
announcement made last week by 
Welter Reimers, director of the di- 
vision, 

McChrystal is well known here as 
‘the Voice of Kezar’ through his 
broadcasting of athletic events at the 
San Francisco municipal stadium. 
McChrystal will assist Reimers in 
arranging some 3,000 special events 


to be produced during the Exposi- 
tion. 











Fair Ups Gate 
Columbus, July 13. 

Admission price for Ohio State 
Fair has been hiked from 25 cents 
to 50 cents, pre-depression high, for 
this year. 

Fair is scheduled to start Aug. 28, 
giving Ohio its first Sunday fair in 
state Tair history. 





RICE UNDER AUSPICES 


Mechanicsville, N. Y., July 13. 

; The Dan A. Rice Circus (motor- 
ized) is playing dates under auspices 
Fred H. Clark Post, American 
Legion, sponsored afternoon and 
evening performances on the Eliza- 
beth street grounds in Mechanicsville 
last week. 

Outfit has heretofore operated 
Principally in the West and South- 
west. 


To Offset N. Y.-Frisco Expos 








bs 


Kicks at State Tax 


Salt Lake City, July 13. 

Recent Utah legislation, making it 
mandatory to collect and remit the 
sales tax on all celebration paid ad- 
mission events is causing Mayor 
Peery of Ogden to scorch at the state 
tax commission. 

Mayor Peery is again directing the 
Ogden Pioneer Days 
July 21-24. Last week he served 
notice on the commission that Ogden 
would not pay the tax on the four- 
day outdoor spectacle despite the 





fact the tax commission had told him 
| payment is required by law. 


In contrast tv the stand of Mayor 
Peery, directors of the Covered 
Wagon Days celebration here during 
same period intend to collect and 
remit the sales tax. 


MAYOR CRACKS 
AT A.C. PIERS 


_——— 





Atlantic City, July 13. 

Condemnation proceedings by the 
city against Steeplechase and Central 
piers for violation of the Boardwalk 
easement and beach park deeds are 
under consideration, Mayor C. D. 
White announced. At the same time 
the Mayor revealed that foreclosure 
proceedings had been brought against 
the Garden Pier for failure to settle 
past due taxes. 

Easement and beach park deeds 
affect almost all beachfront property. 
Years ago owners of the beachfront 
yielded riparian rights to the city. 
thus permitting a bathing beach for 
public use which was to be main- 
tained by the city. 

Steeplechase pier burned down 
several years ago and since has had 
the front part rebuilt. That portion 
of the pier which extended ocean- 
ward is now but a series of pilings. 
The Mayor has condemned the 
Steeplechase along with the Central 
pier as ‘either eyesores or nuis- 
ances. They give a Bowery tone to 
the central section of the Boardwalk. 
.. . Huge signs above the piers ob- 
struct the view and the operators 
seem to have little or no regard for 
other people’s property.’ 

Garden Pier owners, the Mayor 
said, were given till July 1 to pay 
$80,000 in back taxes, of which $11,- 
000 represents penalties. The Mayor 
added that he did not include the 
Garden Pier in the condemnation 
as ‘the city may own it in a short 
time, anyway.’ 

Following the Mayor's announce- 
ment that foreclosure proceedings 
against the Garden Pier were being 
contemplated, Edward Ayres, repre- 
senting the pier owners, agreed to 
turn over all income from the pier 
for the Summer season of 1937, less 
operating expenses, the revenue to 
be applied to tax delinquencies. In 
view of the agreement, the Mayor 
said the city would withdraw the 
foreclosure move. 





Cuspidor Cusses 


Lynchburg, July 13. 

Old-fashioned spitting contest will 
be a feature of Virginia’s National 
Tobacco Festival, to be held in the 
heart of the ciggie country—at 
South Boston, Va.—this fall. 

Two and three-quid men will aim 
amber streams at laundry stoves and 
narrow-rimmed cuspidors at the 
show, which claims a national draw. 
Guy Lombardo and his Royal Ca- 
nadians was last year’s main attrac- 
tion. This year’s name orchestra 
not yet announced. 





Circus Routes 





Week eof July 19 
Barnes-Sells-Flote 
Neb.,, 19: Seotts Bluff, 20; 
Wyo., 21; Thermopolis, 22; Bill- 
Mont., 23; Lewiston, 24. 
Cole-Beatty-Maynard 
Davenport, Ia., 19; Cedar Rapids, 20; 
Waterloo, 21, Mason City, 22; Ft. Dodge, 
23; Siowx City, 24; Omaha, Neb., 25. 


Ringling Bros.-Barnum & Bailey 


Sidney, 
Casper, 
ings, 


Detroit, Mich., 18-20; Ft. Wayne, Ind., 
21: South Bend, 22; Kenosha, Wis., 23; 
Portage, 24; Eau Claire, 25; Minneapolis 


Minn., 26-27. 








Nice for Outdoors 


Lincoln, July 13. 

Outdoer biz is whipping the tail 
off the indoor stuff in Nebraska so 
far into this summer. 

Was especially evident with the 
recent July 4 week-end. Theatres 
dropped their take about 25 per cent. 
under the holiday a year ago and 
the parks in this territory showed 
an up of 250 to 500 per cent. Tent 
shows have anted prices this time 
around the state and are playing to 
larger crowds than in the last three 
years 








FT. WORTH UPS; 


celebration, | 


PROSPECTS 
GOOD 


Fort Worth, July 13. 

With the Frontier Fiesta two weeks 
old (10), chances look better than 
ever that show will top the $280,000 
earned last year above running ex- 
penses. 

Casa Manana was rained out one 
night last week, but revue was trans- 
ferred to old ‘Jumbo’ building, 
where, without scenery, it became a 
glorified night club floor show which 
the customers liked. Specialty acts 
showed to better advantage than in 
the huge cafe-theatre and a more 
intimate view was afforded of the 
large chorus. Indoor version luckily 
had been rehearsed in afternoon in 
preparation for such rainy nights. 

New Gulf Radio studio was dedi- 
cated on the grounds Tuesday night 
with Paul Whiteman, Everett Mar- 
shall and the California Varsity 
Eight doing their stuff. Whiteman 
will begin a series of broadcasts this 
week, going on the air at 10 p.m. 
Wednesdays and Saturdays. This is 
figured to be hot plug for fiesta, and 
especially Casa Manana. 

Whiteman selected two prospects 
from 80 Texas girls auditioned and 
will continue tryouts indefinitely. 
Final test will be made later to find 
girl for his band and possible movie 
contract. 

Wheat money beginning to jingle 
more loudly in growers’ pockets and 
show expected to get its share. 
Many Fort Worth and Dallas cus- 
tomers already have seen Casa 
Manana several times. Last year it 
was nothing to meet a person who 
had seen it 10 or 15 times. 

Backers of show cheered by at- 
tendance. No figures announced, 
but, since nut is about half the 1936 
outlay, they consider the 1937 
splurge in the bag. 

Billy Rose, director general, 
hopped to Cleveland, New York and 
planned jump to California, to line 
up new acts for Casa Manana. 

Bob Alton added new finale to 
Pioneer Palace and keyed up per- 
formance. Clicks better now. 


TOM MIX’S PENNSY-N.Y. 
CIRCUS TOUR’S ‘B.0.’ NSG 


East Liverpool, O., July 13. 

Tour of the Tom Mix circus 
through New York state and western 
Pennsylvania was a disappointment 
as far as business was concerned, 
according to Dale Turney, manager. 
New England states, he said, gave 
the show excellent business. but 
almost daily rains and plenty of op- 
position cut into the profits after 
swinging back west. 

Show will continue through West 
Virginia, Virginia, Kentucky, Ten- 
nessee, and -vill then turn back 
northward, playing Washington, D. 
C., for three days, starting July 26. 

Only major accident of the cur- 
rent tour of the Tom Mix circus oc- 
curred near Washington, Pa., July 
13, when a truck and trailer of the 
Mix fleet en route from Butler, Pa., 
to avert striking an automobile 
which had emerged from a side 
road and then stalled on a hill, 
swerved into a ditch, overturned 
end crashed into a ravine, demo!- 
ishing the trailer and damaging its 
contents. 

Driver was unhurt and the truck 
was able to continue under its own 
power. The trailer was loaded with 
Mix’s personal baggage, tickets and 
other office accessories. 


McCASLIN BOSS 


Baltimore, July 13. 
John T. McCaslin has been placed 
in complete charge of shows, rides 
and concessions for the Timonium 
Fair, Sept. 5-17, State Fair and Agri- 














’| cultural Society. 








American Building at Paris Fair 


Opens—For Speeches Only; Most 
Shows Still Veiled, but Biz Starts 





Hoxie to Resume 





Wheeling, W. Va.. July 13. 

Jack Hoxie Circus, which closed 
suddenly at nearby Moundsville, W. 
Va., June 26, despite turnaway busi- 
ness at almost every stand, will be 
reorganized with Hoxie as directing 
head, it was announced here. R. M. 
Harvey: general agent of the show, 
is understood to be working out ths 
reorganization plans and the circus 
is due to take the road within the 
next few days. 

Almost the entire executive per- 
sonnel is intact here awaiting de- 
velopments. Hoxie has found a smah 
farm across the river from here and 
has quartered his stock there as well 
as his own fleet of trucks. 

Fifteen attachment suits at Mounds- 
ville against Cly Newton and Jack 
Hoxie Circus were dismissed July 6, 
as pertaining to Hoxie, but stand 
against Newton, who has failed to 
put in his appearance since he sud- 
denly disappeared a few days be- 
fore the show folded. 


DALLAS PERKS: 
OUTSIDE HELP 





Dallas, July 13. 

Dallas exposition begins to justify 
its claims of an international flavor 
this week, as George Marshall starts 
his elaborate sports program. Track 
and field events plus a soccer tour- 
nament will be unreeled at night in 
the fair’s stadium, Thursday through 
Sunday. 

Approximately $50,000 has been set 
aside for presentation of these 
events and is: designed as lure for 
the front gate as most of the seats 
in the athletic bowl will be free. 
Track stars are from North and 
South America. Canada and Ar- 
gentina have sent soccer teams. 

Marshall has announced cancella- 
tion of a proposed auto road race, 
claiming the better drivers got to- 
gether and demanded they be put 
on a sustaining basis rather than 
competitive plan, which would make 
them fight it out for cash. Marshall 
said he didn’t go for idea of entrants 
being in the money at starting line 
instead of at finish. 4 

Attendance through Saturday (10) 
had reached 606,765, with exposition 
beginning to pull in special delega- 
tions and tourists for first week since 
opening month ago. 

Rudy Vallee and his orchestra’ 
opened in the Casino Saturday night 
(10) to two full houses. He is slated 
for two weeks’ chore. Two of his 
weekly commercial airings will orig- 
inate here. His guest stars on first 
one Thursday night (15) will in- 
clude Fay Wray, Joe Cook, Joe 
Laurie, Jr., Jack Arthur and the 
Lyn Murray chorus from the Casino 
show. ° 

Arthur already has ended his job 
in Casino, but is sticking around for 
the broadcast. Art Jarrett has taken 
over all the vocal assignments in 
show. Borrah Minevitch pulled out 
last week and headed for California 
after a plane detour by way of New 
York. His harmonica band stays on 
two more weeks. 

Jack Benny and Mary Livingstone 
ended up their three nights of per- 
sonal appearances over July 4th 
week-end by attracting aggregate 
audience of 65,000. Opening night 
(3) they drew 15,000 into. stadium, 
then got 30,000 and 20,000 on two 
succeeding nights. 





Tough on Outdoors 


Indianapolis, July 13. 

Amusement parks have had some 
tough breaks this summer, and may 
be spending most of next fall in 
court defending damage suits. 

During a Fourth of July fireworks 
display at Riverside, an aerial bomb 
exploded in the crowd. About 40 
persons were injured, 10 of them 
seriously enough to be taken to a 
hospital. 

Previous to this, a balloon jump 
at Broad Ripple turned out wrong 
when the gas bag fell on a car, 
damaging the machine badly, and 
covering everyone in the area with 
a couple of inches of soot. 


Paris, July 6. 
To the tune of ‘The Star- 
gled Banner,’ the ‘Marseillaise’ 


and the smell of fresh paint, the 
American pavilion of the Paris 
World Fair was declared officially 
open by Ambassador Bullitt on July 
4 and then immediately closed its 
doors again for at least two more 
weeks, 

Speech making had a field day as 
various officials let their voices re- 
verberate through the spacious halls 
and echo from the empty show- 
cases. 

But all the exhibits must be placed 
in the pavillon within the two weeks 
set before it can be opened to the 
public. At the rate work has been 
completed in the past there is rea- 
son to expect another postponement 
before the ordinary onlooker can xo 
in and have a look. 

Besides the displays of the govern- 
ment itself, more than 50 commer- 
cial exhibits are being readied for 
the building. These include a variety 
that touches on almost every phase of 
American industry, from broadcast- 
ing to china making. 

Other ‘Openings’ 

Other buildings are throwing open 
doors right and left, some of them 
to stay, others to close down again 
for a week to a month after the ‘of- 
ficial’ inauguration. Among the in- 
augurated, but unopen pavilions on 
the French side are Publicity and 
the Cine-Phono-Photo buildings. 
Pavillon de la Lumiere has opened 
its doors to the public but exhibits 
are not fully completed. This build- 
ing houses four tiny cinema halls 
and one larger hall for demonstra- 
tions of lighting effects. Mammoth 
screen has been mounted on the out- 
side of the pavillon with a projec- 
tion box in a separate little building. 

Pavilion de la Presse touches on 
many angles of printing, reporting 
and peddling news to the public, but 
goes little farther. Large portion of 
the exhibits consists of a worlde 
wide collection of covers from vari- 
ous publications pasted on the walls, 
Nothing more. 

Although the expo itself is now 
open until midnight, night visitors 
find little to see, because nearly all 
the pavilions close around seven, 
Most of the night show is composed 
of fireworks and lighting effects from 
the Eiffel Tower. Only other place 
that offers any attractions at night is 
the Pare des Attractions. 

Two-Day Strike 

Park was closed for two days when 
the concessionaires went on strike 
over the 35c. admission fee charged, 
but finally backed down and now it 
is open again. Concessionaires stated 
that, according to their agreements 
with the expo commission, there was 
to be no charge for admission to the 
park. Besides this visitors were not 
allowed to re-center the expo grounds 
after visiting the park, without pav- 
ing again. Strike cleared up the lat- 
ter end of the gripe, but admish 
nick is still there. 

Although the amusement park is 
completed, except for a few minor 
details, the show there is not what 
might be expected. Sky rides, kids’ 
attractions and ali the rest usually 
found in a place of this sort are few 
in number and small in size. All 
the barkers are equipped with elec- 
tric amplifiers and their come-on 
chatter is good enough to pull plenty 
of rubber-neckers into the fair as- 
sortment of tiny show houses. 

Rocket Speedway, seen at the 
Dallas Fair, is suffering from lack of 
ballyhoo and the fact that a 15c. ad- 
mission is charged to see it. Price 
for a ride is 25c. on top of this, which 
puts it about a dime higher than 
average in the park. 

Six piece orchestra furnishes musie 
of a sort for dancing in the Alsacian 
Court, in the center of the grounds, 
which does a good beer business. 
Rest of the park is lined with beer 
stands, entirely too many to pull 
tirade. 

Although most of the concessions 
seem to be making money and the 
park was not lacking in customers on 
the night viewed, the gaiety and car- 
nival spirit isn’t there and the spot 
misses being a real amusement park. 

Hugo. 





FOR ST. PAUL’S ZOO 
St. Paul, July 13. 
This burg’s newly-formed Zoologe 
ical Society has plunked down $3,- 
000 for 45 animals, which arrived 





from New York last week. 
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News From 





the Dailies 


This department contains rewritten theatrical news items as pub- 
lished during the week in the daily papers of New York, Chicago, 
San Francisco, Hollywood and London. Variety takes no credit for 
these news items; each has been rewritten from a daily paper. 





East 


Steeplechase Park, Coney Island, 
staged a bathing beauty contest for 
grandmothers yesterday. Annual 
events, contestants averaging around 
70 years of age. 

Brooklyn supreme court grants an 
injunction restraining Mrs. Mildred 
Schroeder Robinson from obtaining 
a Reno divorce from Joseph H. Rob- 





inson, attorney. He alleges that Bert | 


Lahr would finance the trip to ex- 
edite her split so that he can marry 
er. 

junction July 19. 

Lift span of the new bridge across 
Rockaway inlet jammed last week. 
Created a two-mile traffic jam. 
Blamed on the heat which expanded 
the metal. 

Ben Marden’s Riviera in a spot 
over alleged gambling. _County 
prosecutor says he'll act if local 
authorities won’t. Raided last week, 
but nothing found. 

Bomb in the Colonial theatre, New- 
port, last week failed to explode be- 
cause the watch operating the tim- 
ing had run down. 

N.Y. state tax bureau after Tallu- 
lah Bankhead for $3,296 income tax 
and penalties for '31 and ’32. 

That WPA circus elephant in the 
news again. Last Thursday it kicked 
Bertha Jones, colored chorus girl, 
over the eye. Required three 
stitches, but she went on in the spec- 
tacle. 

Woman bitten by a monkey in a 
Coney Island sideshow last Thurs- 
day. Monk to the Department of 
Health for observation. 

President Roosevelt shown the 
Hemingway picture of the Spanish 
revolt at the White House Thurs- 
day. Hemingway and John Ivens, 
who directed, included in the dinner 
party before the showing. 

Warners brought in Gloria Dick- 
son, Edward Norris and Lana Tur- 
ner for the premiere of ‘They Won't 
Forget’ at the Strand today. They'll 
sit through several shows to catch 
the audience reactions. 


Senator Ham Fish includes Mrs. 
Roosevelt in the tax evaders. Says 
she broadcast for $1 a series with 
the remainder of her fee paid to 
designated charities. Asserts she’s 
dodging the income tax. 

N. Y¥. police commissioner is run- 
ning the Paramount's strike pictures 
for his top coppers. Wants them to 
study riot handling, he says. 


Jackie Gateley, of the troupe 
Georgie Hale is sending to Cannes, 
is the champion woman hog caller 
of Yell county, Arkansas. But she 
can dance, too. 


Fox Film storage at Little Ferry, 
N. J., wiped out by fire. Five resi- 
png also burned. Loss more than 

National Headliners club in session 
at Atlantic City last week. Com- 
posed of newspaper men, radio com- 
mentators, newsreelers and magazine 
editors. Three day frolic. 


Governor Lehman and five other 
officials to go to court tomorrow to 
explain why they cracked down on 
ine Orangeburg (N. Y.), hound 
hippodrome. 

Thomas A. Morgan heads an ad- 
visory committee on aviation to 
bring flyers to the N. Y. World’s 
Fair. 

Lily Pons throwing a Bastile Day 
party at Ridgefield, today (14). 

Auidence at Lewisohn studium got 
wet Sunday. Rain necessitated 
transfer to the Great Hall, but the 
janitor had locked the doors and had 
gone home. Finally got in after de- 
lay of an hour spent standing in the 
rain, 





Coast 





Henry Wilcoxon suffered second 
degree burns in the handling of dry 
ice at his Malibu Lake cabin. He 
was given an anti-tetanus inoculation 
by attending medicos and forced to 
eall off picture work for several 
days. ; 

Entering a Hollywood hospital un-; 
der an assumed name, Kay Francis 
was operated on last week and re- 
ported on the mend. 


Wally Vernon won a delay to Aug. 
10 in the plea of his wife, Marion 
Ann Vernon, that he be held in con- 
tempt of court for failure to pay 
temporary alimony in accordance 
with an order of the L. A. superior 
court. 


George Brent disclosed that he 
plans to seek an annulment of his 
marriage of six weeks ago to Con- 
stance Worth, actress. 


John Montague, alias Le Verne 
Moore, was arrested in Hollywood on 
a first degree robbery charge and 
later admitted, it was reported, tak- 
ing part in a $700 roadhouse hold-up 
at Jay, N. Y., in 1939. Montague was 
admitted to $10,000 bail and said he 


Argument on permanent in-| 


would fight extradition. Member of 
the Lakeside Golf Club, Montague 
numbered among his close friends 
many film personalities, including 
Bing Crosby, Oliver Hardy, Johnny 
Weissmuller and many others. He is 
credited with having performed pro- 
| digious feats of strength besides be- 
ling a golfing wizard and a bridge 
marvel, 

| Hearing on the petition for pro- 
| bate of the will of Jean Harlow set 
|for July 22 in the probate division 
| of the L. A. superior court. 

Kay Sutton, film actress, filed suit 
|for divorce from Edward Cronjager, 
cameraman, charging mental cruelty. 

Suit of the Charles K. Feldman 
Corp., against Joan Bennett for 
$100,000 and an accounting of the 
player’s earnings was put off calen- 
dar when called for trial in the L. A. 
superior court. Explanation was 
given that an out-of-court settle- 
ment is being negotiated. 


June Bates of Oakland was named 
in a federal complaint last week 
after John Boles had complained to 
authorities over the receipt of a 
number of threatening letters. Boles 
said he had been receiving letters 
from the woman for four years, but 
only recently did they become 
threatening in tone. 


3 Labor Outlook ay 








(Continued from page 16) 





banned, however, from setting a 
minimum wage over 40c. hourly or 
a maximum work period under 40 
hcurs weekly. Under these restric- 
tions bulk of units in both produc- 
tion and distribution branches un- 
questionably can escape Federal dic- 
tation. 

Whether exhibition would be sub- 
ject to supervision by the new gov- 
ernment agency has not been settled, 
although the ackuowledged purpose 
is to confine the bill essentially to 
manufacturing and fabrication. Local 
retailing would be exempt, but 
whether theatres would be classified 
as re‘ailers and whether chains 
would go free under any circum- 
stances are questions which have not 
received flat-footed answers. The 
bill does, however, ban transporta- 
tion, distribution and sale of goods 
made under substandard labor con- 
ditions, 

The hour regulation phase of the 
bill should not handicap any branch 
of the film business. A loophole un- 
der which affected industries can 
avoid hardship through limitation of 
the work week is provided in the 
form of a clause allowing longer 
hours if time-and-a-half is paid for 
excess work. Other provisions per- 
mit the regulatory outfit to grant 
waivers and prescribe particular 
conditidns for rusn seasons, special 
types of work, and different classes 
of employees. 

In laying down both wage and 


hour standards, the Commission 
would be obligated to avoid inflict- 
ing arbitrary requirements. Revised 
text says the requirements shall be 
‘as nearly adequate as economically 
feasible, without curtailing oppor- 
tunities for employment, to maintain 
a minimum standard of living neces- 
sary for health, efficiency and gen- 
eral well-being’ of wage-earners. 
The policy statement limits the 
scope of the program to those 
classes of workers who are in need 
of legislative protection. 


The o}d NRA code idea is out com- 
pletely. Government would call on 
advisory committees representing 
workers and bosses for aid in fixing 
standards, but the actual promulga- 
tion would be by the board and en- 
forcement of regulaitnos is to be a 
Federal function, 


Trade practices, which are of pri- 
mary interest to the majority of the 
film business, do not have any place 
in the bill, although a supplementary 
measure designed to allow firms: to 
get together in moves to erase cut- 
throat competition is pending in 
Congress. No attention has been 
given such legislation this session, 
and it is practically sure there is no 
|chance of passing this year a law 
| suspending or modifying anti-trust 
, Statutes. 





i Whether the hour-wage proposi- 


| either. 








HENRY ARMSTRONG 
A LITTLE DEMPSEY 


By Jack Pulaski 

Al Jolson called the turn on his 
little colored protege, Henry Arm- 
strong. At the race track a couple 
of days before the Coast kid met and 
kayoed Alf Blatch last Thursday (8) 
at Madison Square Garden, Jolson 
said that was the way it would end. 
Fight lasted less than two and one- 
half rounds, during which time the 
Australian hit the deck eight times. 

That Alfie went down so many 
times puzzled some of the fans. First 
descent the down-under lightweight 
was hit on the back of the dome and 
there were other dives that may 
have come partly from pushes. But 


Armstrong is not to be lightly dis- 
counted. Fight managers rate him 
as one of the best wallopers for his 
weight the ring has ever known. 

In action Hank looks like a minia- 
ture Jack Dempsey. Weaving and 
shuffling in all the time he lets go 
with both mitts and no fooling, 





in the Garden within recent months 
and he copped rather easily every 
time. 


GEORGE GERSHWIN 
George Gershwin, 38, died in Hol- 
lywood July 11 of a tumor of the 
brain. 
Details in the music section. 





JOHN PRATT WILSON 
John P. Wiison, actor and song- 
writer, died July 10, in New York. 





He began his career at the old Tivoli 


| Opera House in San Francisco. For 


| five years he 


was associated with 
productions at the Hippodrome un- 
der the Shubert and Dillingham 
regime. 

Funeral services under the aus- 
pices of the Actors’ Fund of Amer- 
ica, and interment in the Fund Plot 


in Kensico. 


It was his third encounter | 


There has been criticism that | 


Armstrong is prone to take too much | 


punishment because of his incoming | 


style, but it is claimed that he slips 
punches tossed at him by the move- 
ment of head or shoulders. 


The Jolson interest in the colored 
lad is a classic of friendship and 
show business, with the star’s wife, 
Ruby Keeler, the real contact. Last 
year Eddie Meade, who was in the 
chips as a handler of fighters years 
ago, was close to the cushion out on 
the Coast. One day he ran into Miss 
Keeler, whom he knew as a kid on 
the West Side of New York, before 
and during her days with the late 
Texas Guinan floor show. 


Ruby asked the rotund Eddie if 
there was some scrapper he would 
like to manage, Meade saying there 
was just one—the Armstrong boy. 
But his then manager wanted 10G’s 
for the contract, and that was over 
Eddie’s head. . ‘Well,’ said Ruby, ‘Tl 
get Al to put up the coin.’ 


Meade agreed to repay Jolson from 
his slice of Henry’s earnings; but 
after the star cashed in large chunks 
by wagering on the fighter, he told 
Meade that money would apply on 
what was coming. In that way the 
debt was wiped out and Meade got 
his boy for nothing, for which he can 
never thank Ruby enough. Meade 
was around when featherweight Jack 
Sharkey, whom he handled, and Joe 
Lynch used to pack the old Garden. 
Both were introduced from the ring, 
making it a full evening for Meade. 
Sharkey, by the way, is a substantial 
citizen, having large realty holdings 
in New City, N. Y. Estimated that 
Armstrong will easily earn $50,000 
this year, 

Why the well-regarded Blatch was 
tossed in against so hard a hitter as 
Armstrong for his first match in 
America was explained by the lad’s 
manager. Latter argued that ‘any 
bum’ might beat his boy, but if the 
Aussie kid defeated Henry, he’d be 
‘sitting on top of the world.’ 


Blatch’s recuperative powers were 
surprising. Several times he was 
flat on his back, but arose at eight 
or nine and mixed it up, once or 
twice wading in and steaming up the 
fans. He was down three times in 
the second and a like number in the 
third, at which time the referee 
called it off. Yet Alfie seemed to 
have plenty of fight left in him and 
he was the one who ran across the 
ring to congratulate the victor. 


The Garden’s cooling system sur- 
prised the customers, of whom there 
were more in the house than for any 
show since the pop scale ($2.30 top) 
was inaugurated. Temperature was 
15 degrees or lower than on the tor- 
rid streets, New York having one of 
its 94 days. 


This Thursday (15) heavier men 
will top the card, main event bring- 
ing together two colored fighters, 
Tiger Jack Fox an. Leo Kelly. 
Latter is known on the Coast as 
‘Deacon.’ 





tion will get through this year is 
impossible to forecast. The House 
committee started this week marking 
up the original proposal, but is badly 
snarled by factional fights, and sev- 
eral members see no hope of work- 
ing out a compromise before ad- 
journment. The Senate calendar is 
jammed, while the prolonged and 
bitter debate on the President’s 
court reform plan dampens prospect 
for any other controversial matters. 





CHARLES ESDALE 
Charles Esdale, 64, died July 10 in 
New York of complication of dis- 
eases. He played with many promi- 
nent stars; with Jane Cowl in ‘Lilac 
Time,’ Leslie Banks in ‘Lean Har- 


In Memory of a 
LOVING 


and 
DEVOTED FATHER 


J. J. ROSENTHAL 


HUSBAND 


Who Departed July 12, 1923 
Kathryn Osterman Rosenthal 
Jack Osterman Rosenthal 





vest,’ with Madge Kennedy in ‘Cor- 


| nered,’ with Jeanne Eagels in ‘Card- 


board Lover,’ etc. 
Actors Fund service and interment 
in Kensico. 





KEENE THOMPSON 


Keene Thompson, 5tf, died in Holly- 
wood, July 11, succumbing to pneu- 
monia. He had been on the Coast 
20 years, having originally been 
brought out to write scenarios for 
Douglas Fairbanks and remained to 
do other screen tasks since. Thomp- 
son was story consultant at Para- 
mount. at time of death. Widow and 
son survive. 





IDA CONQUEST 


Ida Conquest, 61, leading woman 
for William Gillette, John Drew, 
Richard Mansfield, and a member of 
the Empire Theatre Stock Company, 
died July 12 in New York. Death 
was caused by a heart attack. 

She made her stage debut in 1898 
and retired in 1911. 

Survived by her husband, Riccardo 
Bertelli, and a daughter. 





EVE UNSELL (BLANKFIELD) 


Eve Unsell (Blankfield), 50, Holly- 
wood scenario writer, died in Santa 
Monica July 6. 

She did her first scenario for Uni- 
versal and for 10 years thereafter 
turned out scripts for Marguerite 
Clark, Mary Pickford, John Barry- 
more, Pauline Frederick and Elsie 
Ferguson. For several years she 
was a contract writer at Paramount 
and Metro. 





MARCIA VAN DRESSER 


Marcia Van Dresser, once a star 
of the old Bostonians, light opera 
organization, and later a minor 
singer on the staff of the Metropol- 
itan, died in London July 11 after a 
long illness, 

She was as well known on the 
European operatic stage as she was 
in this country. 





JACK CURLEY 

Jack Curley, sports promoter, 
died in Great Neck, L. L, July 11 
of a heart attack. 

Though he had handled many im- 
portant fistic events, he was most 
prominent as a promoter of wres- 
tling bouts and is credited with hav- 
ing restored that once-discredited 
sport to popular favor. 





NELSON MACK 

Nelson Edwards, 50, known as 
Mack, manager of the Mack Murray 
Players, died June 19 at Caldwell, 
O., after an extended illness. 

Well known in repertoire circles 
and vaudeville, he had been identi- 
fid all his life with show business. 
His widow, five children and two 
sisters survive, 





FRANK H. M’CLURE 

Frank H. McClure, 74, former ad- 
vertising manager of the Alvin 
theatre, Pittsburgh, died July 6 
at his home. East Palestine, O., after 
a two weeks’ illness. 

A native of Bucyrus, O., he had 
been identified with the theatrical 
business in the Pittsburgh district 








many years. 


———= 


OBITUARIES 


JOE BARTON 


Joe Barton, 54, who had been in 
pictures the past seven years, died 
in the Cedars of Lebanon hospital, 
Los Angeles, July 5, following an 
operation. 

Interment was 
L. L, his home. 


in Ozone Park, 





EMILY E. ENGLAND 


| Emily E. England, 65, died in Mt, 
Vernon, N. Y., July 9. 

For 20 years she was secretary to 
theatrical producers including George 
C. Tyler, Sam Kingston and Florenz 
| Ziegfeld. She worked for the latter 
| for 15 years. 





RUBY CARMEN : 
Ruby Carmen, chorus girl, died in 
Wheeling, Ill., when she fell asleep 
and a. cigaret ignited her clothing, 
She was taken to a Chicago hos- 
pital but died shortly after her ad- 
mission. 
Interment in St. Louis, her home. 








DOROTHY SUTTON 
Dorothy Sutton, 42, actress, died 
June 7 at the Memorial Hospital, 
Bulwup, Rhodesia. She was popu- 
lar on the English stage in musical 
comedy shows. Went to South Africa 
| early in 1922, 





H. J. MAXWELL 
H. J. Maxwell died July 7 in 
Fresno, Cal. Long with NBC on 
coast he quit in June 1, 1936, to join 
broadcasting station in Fresno, 
Story in radio section. 





JACOB P. MULLER 
J. P. Muller, head of the ad agency 
of the same name, died Sunday (11). 
Details in legit dept. 





Louis F. Scott, 83, father of Ward 
Scott of Kansas City, district man- 
ager of MGM, died at his home in 
Denver, Colo. He is survived by 
his wife, Mary, and a daughter. 





Mrs. Neal Abel, 50, died in Los 
Angeles, July 10. Husband was 
former vaude comic, doing blackface 
acts. 





Father, 94, of Vincenzo Celli, 
primo balierino of LaScala opera, 
died at his home in Chicago July 1, 





Mother, 76, of Porter Hall, film 
actor, died in Cincinnati July 12. 





MARRIAGES 


Estelle Raymond to Philip Van 
Zandt, July 5, in New York. Both 
are in ‘Having Wonderful Time,’ 
Lyceum, N. Y. Third marriage in 
company since show opened in Feb- 
ruary. 


Jackie Brimage to Ted Wray, film 
actor, July 7 in Los Angeles. 

Olga Zador to Tony Lombardo, in 
Pittsburgh, July 7. Groom is fea- 
tured accordion player with Herman 
Middleman’s band at the Nixon cafe. 
Bride is non-pro, 


Janet Kaplan to Al Bergman, Los 
Angeles lawyer-broadcaster, July 8, 
in L. A. 


Laurie Beatty to Gunther von 
Fritsch in New York, June 29. Groom 
is ‘March of Time’ director. 


Miss Juliette to Leonard L. Doak 
in New York June 27. Bride was 
formerly costumer for George White. 


Avis E. Jones to Eisley A. Blanch- 
ard at Newport, N. H., July 4. Bride 
is member of local Little Theatre 
Group. Groom is projectionist at 
Newport Theatre. 

Ellen R. Semane to J., Philip Pan- 
coast, July 17, in Uniontown, N. J. 
Groom is with Transcriptions, Inc, 
oc X.. X. 

Edward J. Lush to Joy E. Remer, 
July 3, at Newark, N. J. Groom 
former spieler at WBRY and WEL.I, 
New Haven, and now in advertising 
department of Carrier Airc Condi- 
tioning. Bride was songs:ress with 
Worthy Mills’ band at New Haven. 


BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. Ben Goldman, daugh- 
ter, July 2, in New York. Father is 
home office field rep for Warner 
Bros. 


To Mr. and Mrs. Larry fKenfield. 8 
daughter, at Hartford, Conu. Father 
is librarian of WTIC, Hartford. 

Mr. and Mrs. Joe Kane, daughter, 
July 8 at Santa Monica, Calif. Father 
| is director at Republic Picts, 
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sion of the five-day work week 
a8 fans will substantially aid the 
theatres. 

Spreading Employment 

Beyond the fact that a five-day 
week enables people to give theatres 
added patronage, an important con- 
sideration from the point of view 
of the theatre operator, is that more 
persons are employed to run busi- 
nesses, thus spreading employment 
and money in more directions. Such 
businesses aS operate seven days a 
week would be forced to hire relief 
help in order to keep going or stag- 
ger employees as under the NRA. 

Where people are off on a couple 
week days but work Saturdays and 
Sundays, their added leisure time 
must be considered a b.o. help on days 
which otherwise might be lighter. 
Operators declare that they must de- 
preciate to some extent, especially 
in the summer, the fact that people 
go away more on weekends when 
having two days off, but this deficit 
je minor compared to the added take 
over the whole year that would be 
expected if five working days in- 
stead of six were widespread. 

A shortened work week, as was 
noted under the Blue Eagle, hypoes 
business Saturdays as well as Fri- 
day nights, latter because of fact 
people can sleep the next morning. 
Any important extension of the pol- 
icy of a five-day week also helps 
Saturday morning mats. 


Saturday and Sunday Best 


In some territories Saturdays now 
are the best days of the week, in 
others it’s Sunday. New York, 
where many industries remain on 
the five-day week of the NRA, never 
having gone back to six, Saturdays 
are always bigger than Sundays. In 
other spots, although not so many 
people having two days off each 
week, the same holds true. Church- 
minded communities where the Sab- 
bath is more generally observed, are 
among these. 


While in the majority of cities 
and towns, however, Sundays are 
betier grossing days than Saturdays, 
the reverse very likely would be- 
come the result if a policy of labor 
for five days were more generally 
adopted. It is also held that with 
labor demanding the five-day work 
week, business enterprises which are 
on a six-day schedule, might volun- 
tarily incline toward a two-day shut- 
down. 

At present the five-day week for 
businesses is a voluntary measure, no 
change back to six having been made 
when the NRA expired. It is rather 
rare outside of New York, except for 


‘the summer months. All major film 


companies are among those which 
stayed on the five-day habit devel- 
oped by the NRA. 





Lensers Feared 





(Continued from page 5) 





selves a break because experience 


FORUM 





VARIETY 71 





New Name fer Burlesque 
Editor, Variety: 


Read in last week’s Variety the 
burlesque fellows in New York are 
debating over a new name to aptly 
describe their entertainment, now 
that they have completely annihi- 
lated ‘Burlesque.’ If that appellation 
never appears in print again, it will 
satisfy all those formerly connected 
with the business, who have pleasant 
memories of the old association. 

What caught my attention was that 
they are considering the word ‘Fol- 
lies’ as a replacement for ‘Burlesque.’ 
If they do I intend to protect my in- 
terests in that title as a result of 
over 20 years of annual ‘Follies of 
the Day’ productions. My interests 
are protected by the renewal at 
Washington last year for another 28 
years. My attorneys, House, Gross- 
man & Vorhaus, have at various 
times had to notify a number of 
producers to refrain from using my 
title and last year I inserted an ad- 
vertisement in VARIETY warning pro- 
ducers and theatre owners of my 
copyright ownership. 


Barney Gerard. 





Quotes a Quota 
Mobile, July 5. 
Editor, VARIETY: 


There are too many foreign pic- 
tures being played in this country. 
English pictures, French pictures, 
German pictures, Swedish pictures— 
me, I say raus with the lot. 

I read your Variety every week, 
and almost every week I read about 
quota laws here and quota laws 
there, restrictions here and restric- 
tions there. Now, it’s all right 
enough to sit around and say we 
Americans are a Democratic people 
and we don’t make any restrictions. 
But that isn’t the case. If they’re 
restricting us, why shouldn’t we do 
the same to them? Reciprocity is 
the name for it, I guess, 

I don’t say shut down on all for- 
eign pictures, but a law of tit for 
tat isn’t a wrong idea. If Germany 
says one out of four U. S. pictures 
can come in—and then only after 
paying a heavy tax—why, okay, let’s 
make the same law hold for Ger- 
many. 

Rudolf Karbein. 


Opera’s Capital—H'weed? 
New York, July 9. 
Editor, VARIETY: 


Are we simply to regard it as one 
of the ironies of fate that American 
singers, lacking Curtis or Juilliard 
credentials, should be destined to 
serve such a shamefully unimpor- 
tant part in the present Metropoli- 
tan Opera setup, or are we to be- 
lieve that the present age with its 
tendency toward mergers, Mass pro- 
duction and materialism, is not pro- 
pitious to the development of oper- 
atic talent elsewhere in this country? 

If you ask me, the Metropolitan- 
Juilliard ‘Americanization’ scheme 
has turned out to be-a peck or two 








j more. 


of unadulterated hokum and nothing 
The Met stage today is an 


has taught them how they photo- experimental laboratory for Curtis- 


graph best, which side of the face to 


present before the clicking-shutter | 


barrage, etc. 
There are more camera hounds 


| Juilliard’s use. 

The Met-Juilliard merger was sim- 
| ply a press bait which found release 
in music journals and newspapers 


hereabouts nowadays than ever be- throughout the country. If I recall 


fore, some of them skilled at their 
work, others just dubs. 
is something like that which ob- 
tained with the fanmags before they 


correctly, one of the major condi- 


Situation | tions imposed by the Juilliard Foun- 


| dation in merging with the opera 
| company promised greater recogni- 


were brought under Hays office and tio, and opportunity for American 


studio control more or less. 


For- | 


| singers. 


merly freelance fan scribblers and | Newepaper columns in the West 
peddlers of sob stuff could practi-| were cluttered up for weeks with 
cally ad lib their own tickets. This | emeditated publicity bunk of this 
condition led inevitakly to abuses 47+ unfortunately prompting sev- 
and to the printing of irresponsible eral aspiring West Coast singers, and 
pee that, in certain instances, | deserving ones, to dash to New York 
stirred up a lot of harm. At least \in the hope of crashing the gates 
one femme star is said to have suf- 4, the Met. 
fered seriously from the fanmag — supice to say, the proverbial Met- 
hooey. ropolitan boot welcomed them. Some 
That Studie Clamp-Dewn | are still in New York treading the 
As things are lined up today, no pavements, others took advantage of 
fanmag writer can sell copy with- return trip tickets, arrived back at 
out the okay of studio publicity cen- the family hearth. 
sors, and it ix a censorship rigidly Mary Garden has predicted that 
imposed, the opera of the future rests in the 
Talk is heard around that some | hands of Hollywood's motion picture 
curb will have to be placed on the craftsmen. How, in the face of such 
lensers for protection of box-office | disgrace, the florescence of Ameri- 
names. Just what form this protec- | can genius continues to glow through 
tion might take has not been defi- | the haze is a puzzle to me. I can 
nitely suggested. . However, that | only agree with Mary Garden's pre- 
gossamer thing called glamour and /diction. The once-sacred Metro- 
‘Nusion is what this biz lives by | politan stage is today a conservatory 
€ven though it be as mechanized and |} workbench. ; 
Standardized as making automobiles.| My advice to young American 
At present the roving bulb pressers_ singers, in fact. the hosts of aspiring 
have declared open season on the! young talents who are recipients of 
lovely stars, who flutter as helpless- | the Metropolitan-Juilliard fur-lined 
ly and affrightedly in front of them | boot, is to take a righi-about-face 





as @ flock of gazelles before the | pronto, chart « course that will ul- 
Wolves, itimately lead to Hollywood studios 





‘WHAT THEY THINK 


and forget the Carusos and Scottis 
of yesterday. 

As preparation for the opera of 
the future, I do not advise a mad 
dash to Hollywood via the first plane. 
On the contrary, first pave the way 
—study dramatics and dancing and 
become proficient in those academic 
branches of prime importance to 
both music and the theatre and be 
ready when Hollywood beckons. 

Grand opera that will make lyric 
theatre performances look like May- 
pole festivals is just around the cor- 
ner. Be ready! 


Raymond E. Mitchell. 


[Raymond E. Mitchell, former 
writer on musical subjects for Holly- 
wood Citizen-News, the Los Angeles 
Illustrated Daily News and corre- 
spondent there for musical papers. 
is the husband of Diana Gaylen, mu- 
sical comedy and concert singer.} 


Next Thing—A Courteous Legit 


Detroit, July 5. 
Editor, VARIETY: 

Maybe before it’s too late the 
dying legit will get around to a sem- 
balance of what was the old Roxy 
and Publix service. Not until 193% 
did the Broadway theatre managers 
awaken to the wisdom of air-cooling 
their theatres, with result an out-of- 
towner who must see his hit shows 
during a summer vacation visit te 
New York can now tear the strain. 
In the past even the charms of a 
Broadway smash couldn't offset the 
stuffiness of the theatres. 

Perhaps, then, therc is hope also 
for a change of tack in Broadway 
legitimate theatre methods. Maybe, 
for a change, anybody inquiring at 
the box office windows of a hit show 
will be greeted with some courtesy 
and not curtly cued that the only 
way to get into the sanctum sanc- 
torum of what one broadly sus- 
pected was a public theatre is to 
first visit a scalper. 

As a layman who has read 
VariETY for many years, what the 
box office treasurers call the ‘ice’ 
from the ticket brokers almost 
chilled any and all interest in the 
average theatregoer’s legit theatre 
attendance. 

Why don’t the boys get wise to 
themselves before it is too late. 

Ernest A. Hughes. 


Akron Overseated 
Akron, O., July 9. 
Editor, VARIETY: 


Real estate agents and promoters 
are responsibie for wrong impres- 
sions that Akron is fertile ground for 
motion picture theatre exhibitors, 
and unless changed will prove injur- 
ious to all, and perhaps fatal to some 
of the theatre operators in Akron. 

The poor business in our theatres 
proves we have too many theatres 
now; certainly there is no room for 
more. 

An editorial in the Akron Beacon 
Journal last June 25, on the future 
of Akron, foreboded fatalities among 
Akron exhibitors. 

To correct the erroneous impres- 
sion about Akron, the members of 
this association would thank you to 
publish this. 





J. G. Deetjen, 


Secretary, Akron Independent Thea- 
tre Owners Association. 


Winchell’s $3,000 Net on Radio 
Hollywood, July 8. 
Editor, VARIETY: 


For the second time in a year, 
VaRIETY is wrong about my weekly 
salary on the radio. You robbed me 
of 500 bucks. You also overlooked 
the fact that my entire earnings are 
net—I pay no commissions to any | 
agents or anyone. 

I do not pay anybody anything for 
my news and material, therefore, if 
you are going in for comparisons of 


immediate extensive acceptance of 
dance music in our businesses, but 
herein is a noteworthy solution for 
much of the daily ‘lag’ which ever 
recurs in a society characterized by 
so high a degree of specialization as 
our present economic system. 

It might be worthwhile to con- 
sider the problem from the aspect 
of employment, also. More men can 
be engaged in music, either render- 
ing personal services or making re- 
cordings. This, of course, will take 
place as the workers become more 
efficient. Prices may then be 
ered (mass consumption increase), 
permitting greater availability of 
commodities for all, etc. It seems as 
though there be no limits to what 
music can do! 

But what about sheet sales! 


Jack Mills. 


Miss Willis Denies 
Gooding, Idaho, July 7. 
Editor, VARIETY: 
In Bill Rice’s circus article about 


low- 


Russell Bros. it was rumored th:t 
L. L. Claude Myers, band leader. 
was to marry Betty Willis. It is 


not true at all and is causing trouble. 


I wonder if you would please print 
that it is false. I have been with 
Russell Bros. with my Canadian 


collie act, and was formerly with 
Wilbur Cushman unit, ‘Gypsy Car- 
avan.’ 
It was only done as a joke, 
Rice is an old friend of Myer’s. 
Betiy Willis, 
(Russell Bros. Circus.) 


as 





Record Crops 
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the past several years since the de- 
pression lows. They are expected to 
put more on the line this year for 
shows, rides and concessions. They 
get heady in this country when they | 
have the wherewithal and they’re 
going to have it this year. The small 
burg is coming back into its own 
and on their own small scale their 
blowouts are just as potent to their 
communities as biz getters as any 
of the big city expositions and fairs. 


Free Acts 


Free acts, of a better quality than 
in the past, will be in demand from | 
indications gleaned from inquiries. | 
Some of the burgs are coming around | 
to hiring ballyhoo agents and pro- | 
ducers for their fling at show biz. | 
They’re getting discriminating out 
in the short grass and quantity isn’t | 
the keynote—they’re asking for 
quality and are able to pay for it. 

Late July and August will find 
Kansas, Missouri, Nebraska and 
Oklahoma highways littered with 
small town good-willers bannering 
their town’s fair or what-not’ And 
their labors won’t go unrewarded. 
The boys have had a wheat crop, 
$16,000,000 in cash was paid out last 
week from Kansas City alone. 

As concerns Kansas City, week- 
enders from the prairies will un- 
doubtedly be in greater number 
than last year and will be an 
amusement b.o. item of some value. 
However, K.C. itself will wait until 
the period of Sept. 17-25 before dip- 
ping in up to its elbows in the farm 








| Jubilesta being chalked for those 
| dates. 


country cash. The second annual 


Last year’s $150,000 gross | 


should be well surpassed. In fact, | 


, that amount of coin alone will go | 
, on the market for talent. 





Northwest Bullish, Teo 


Minneapolis, July 13. 
With present business far below 
par, exhibitors in the territory, how- 
ever, are taking heart from reports | 
that nearly $500,000,000 in wheat and | 
corn alone are forecast for the! 
Northwest this season, based on the | 





salaries—mine remains tops for the 


once-a-week, 15-minute programs. | 


| 


Walier Winchell. 


Who's Your Ghest, Jack? 
New York, July 8. 
Editor VARIETY: 


I see by the Manhattan 
with date line London that 


papers 
dance 


music has a new economic value to | 


the big businesses of the day. Name- 
ly, that it possesses a stimulant 
which, during working hours for a 
greater number of workers engaged 
in montononous jobs, spurs greater 
efficiency and more mass-produc- 
tion. This information is authentic 
in that it has been supplied by an 
experimental board of the Medical 
Research Council over a period of 
24 weeks. 





Of course, practicaliv outlaws the 


present crop outlook and current 
prices, 


The government forecast as of 
July 1 shows winter, spring and 
,durum wheat running far over 1936 
yields and, on the basis of the 
|present value of Minneapolis Sep- 
_tember futures, is worth $220,816,380, 
| H. R. Foster, Journal financial editor, 
|said. Based on the Chicago Septem- 
| ber future, the large corn crop is 
worth even more than wheat— 
| $261,017,800. 
| In addition to the millions which 
| Northwest farmers will receive for 


| 


| their wheat and corn, $215,830.000 
| will be received from barley, rye. 


,oats and flax, based on present 
| values, Foster points out. North 
|Dakota crop yields will be seven 


times those of a year ago: Minne- 
sota’s will be double, according to 
present estimates, 


| They're unimportant. 


| ultimate prefits—if any. Show 








Biz In Stix 
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tion of 50, is having a big pageant 
j}and bidding for custom from the 
farm hinterland—and getting it. 
| Or take that annual affair at Cen- 
| tral City, Col. Richard Aldrich, New 
| York producer, is putting on a new 
| play there this week with a Broad- 
| way cast of players brought all the 
way out just for the two weeks. 
|}And Sheila Barrett heads the nite 
club show run in addition. In a 
spot, mind you, which, throughout 
the year, is almost unheard of. Next 
week's expected be 
$32,000. 

Those 
Louis 








gross is to 
big 


can 


open-air 
probably 


shows in St. 
be skipped, 
They merely 
run through the summer and gross 
$30,000 to $40,000 a week. Did reach 
$72,000 one week last season, but 
why mention that? St. Louis is a 
big town. Or the Cleveland Expo, 
with its hefty array of name talent 
and 


attractions, for Cleveland is a 
big city too. 
But Ann Arbor, Michigan, is a 


small town, even if a college town, 
and even if only 100 miles out of 
Detroit. Ann Arbor annually has a 
play. festival utilizing a dozen or so 
of the strongest name actors in legit 
in a half dozen plays. Name actors 
can afford to travel all the way out 
there for a week or two of work, 
or less. 

Could that indicate 
know what they 
ready to pay for it? 


the — sticks 
want—and are 


Dallas, July 13. 
If continue their current 
pace, Texas will have a cow pasture 
circuit to match the straw hat loop 


things 


|in New England. Dallas and Fort 


Worth are in their second session of 
ambitious entertainment projects and 
the latter, at least, is talking in 
terms of a permanent fiesta. 

Other spots around the state are 
taking a census of monuments and 


| checking history books to discover 


an excuse for staging summer 
pageants and historical spectacles as 
tourist lure. First to get into the 
swim is an obscure place called 
Prarieville, which could be dignified 
as a crossroads village if it had a 
second road. Mark Hamilton, storm 
center of the Cavalcade production 
at the Centennial in Dallas, prodded 
this community into action and 
literally is putting his home town on 
the map. 

He started out as director of the 
outdoor show last summer but was 
steered out when it failed to open 
with a fair premiere. He has the 
faculty of inspiring intense loyalty 
and clubwomen over the state are 
still writing letters about the ‘out- 
rage.” Suit for damages was filed 
against the Centennial but it’s been 
lost among court postponements. 
This summer he went back to his 
barefoot stomping ground and scoured 
the country for support. He organ- 
ized a, Pioneer Theatre of Texas and 
sold 150 shares at $20 each. Farm 
and club women went on a co-op 
sewing project and turned out cos- 
tumes. Overalls brigade dropped the 
plow handles to build a set which is 
a miniature duplicate of Cavalcade 
in Dallas. The 150 shareholders took 
roles in the run-through of Texas 


history and Hamilton called it 
Centinela. 
None of the cast gets any pay, 


their remuneration being culled from 
is 


| given Friday, Saturday and Sunday 


nights over four week-ends in July. 
Gate tariff is 35c, and the first week- 
end lured a total of 4,000 payees. 
Hamilton chose as the site for his 
show 2 hamlet called Prairieville. 


| Place is 60 miles south of Dallas and 


eight miles off a paved highway. 
Last census recorded a population of 
50. Village can’t be found on any 
Texas map, but its name is getting 
into plenty of newspaper datelines, 
nowadays. 





Plenty Brogue 
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ing to inside reports, but Said pre- 

vailed upon Dowling not to sign cone 
,tracts abroad unless both were 
present. 

Dowling had no deal on with the 
Abbey bunch but has an option on 
‘Shadow Substance,’ Dublin group’s 
prize play last season. Drama is 
steeped in a highly religious atmos- 
phere. Option holds for the balance 
of the year. 

If the opposition Irish repertory 
plan is decided on, it is expected 
that some players may be contracted 
for over there, with the bulk of the 
cast picked up here, where there are 
plenty of Irish players, according to 
i last estimates. 
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ALL | WANT— BUT | 
PROTECT MY SKIN WITH 
Lux ToiLet Soap 








See 
rances Farmer 


in 


PARAMOUNT’S 


“EXCLUSIVE” 














| USE ROUGE AND POWDER 





F you remove cosmetics thor- 
oughly with Lux Toilet Soap,” says 
Frances Farmer, “you needn’t risk 
Cosmetic Skin.” 

You'll want to follow this tip on the 
right complexion care given you by 
one of Hollywood’s loveliest young 
stars! rd 

Cosmetic Skin—dullness, tiny blem- 
ishes, enlarged pores—comes when 
pores are choked. Lux Toilet Soap 
has an ACTIVE lather that guards 
against this, thoroughly removes 
stale rouge and powder, dust and dirt. 

Use all the cosmetics you wish! But 
make this pure white soap your regu- 
lar care, as Frances Farmer does. Use 


THE HOLLYWOOD STARS use gentle Lux Toilet Soap 
for a fragrant, refreshing beauty bath, too. It 
leaves skin sweet, exquisitely dainty. 
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it before you renew make-up during 
the day — ALWAYS before you go to 
bed at night. Remember, this is the 
soap 9 out of 10 Hollywood stars 
use to keep skin lovely. 





9 OUT OF 10. SCREEN STARS USE LUX TOILET SOAP 
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